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WHEREIN 
Is an Account of All that hath paſſed 


| under the Reign of That King, unto 
1 - the Year 1684. With Remarks upon the 
Government of the Kingdom of France. | 


Tranſlated out of the French, 
And Premifed with 


The L1FE of Mr. COLBERT, 


AND 
A Chiron ological Table of the Dares, | 
which are Chiefly Wanting. 


By JOHN AUGUSTINE BERNARD; 


Sometime Fellow of Br. N. Col. and P.P, of 
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TO THE 


Right Honourable 


Lord ASTON. 


W Give my ſelf the Honowr to 

| Dedicate to Tour Lordſhip my 

= 7ranſlation of a Book of a 
-= Great Minſter, who was cele- 
brated in his time by all the Pens 
_ of France: It 7s inked one conti- 
nued Speech of that Miniſter to the 
Ming his Maſler : in which as he 
a 2 bath 


hath followed in the fteps of the Cav- 
dinal of Richlieu, and hath written 
to the Son juſt as that Cardinal hath 
written to the Father, ſo there is this 
Affrnity beſides betwixt the two De- 
ſigns of the one and the other, 
That if the Teſtament Politique* of 
the Cardinal of Richlieu is that,which - 
las down a Foundation of the Great- 
neſs of the Monarchy of France ; the 
Teſtament Politique of Monſiewr 
Colbert, ſhews the building and \ the 
fuperſtrufture, . which hath hitherto 
: been made _ upon that \founda- 
tion. And betwixt both of. then," One 
hath a Perfe# profpe of the Policies 
" by which that Monarchy hath attitih- 
ed unto the ſlate wherein it" ts'at 
this day, which in leſs than'hatf "of 
.an Age ago hath had the" Spani- 
ards tyrannizing ' both. in Cham- 
pagne and Picardy';” and: which in 
the Reigns of the Predeceffors \to'Le- 
| WIS 


Wis the XIV. and even in the time of 
Henry the IV. had not at the Sea ſo 

wth as a ſingle Veſſel. 

But however that is, I ſhall not 

forbear nevertheleſs to Hope, that I 

preſent Tour Lordſhip with a Book, 

which is of weight, and which hath 
been Digeſted by a Perſon, who had 

all the Qualities of a Fine Thought to 

do it wery well. There may be Elog1- 

ums # it, ſuch as are by no means of 
a Tafte to pleaſe all the world. But 

that. which will eaſily Attone for thoſe, 

zs, that it is to be conſidered, that yt 

3s a Minifter of State who ſpeaks..to 

his Maſter : . And although: what, he 

ſays: is . calculated for the Mexxaian 

particularly of his own Country, yet- be- 

ſides that one may be fo much the more 

concerned, for that wery reaſon, to take 

Notice of it ; He 4s alſo fruiiful of a 
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perience in the ' Affairs of State of ne + 
leſs than forty years. Ra M8 
For my Part, TI have not had the 
occaſion to Re-paſs under my Handl all 
that,which he ſays,concerning either the 
Farmers,or the Lawycrs,or che Monks, 
or the Marquis of Louvois, and fome-' 
H1mes bimt Or Cconcernt r 4 Publick 
Regifter, or the Faux Nobles; or e- 
ven his Maxims of State with refpe 
to his own or to other Countrys ; but 
at the ſame time I am become in Love 
with his memory, for the ſake of the 
Faftice and the Integrity, which ſhine 
fo viſibly in what he ſays. He leaves 
the Cardinal of Richlicu in the full 
poſſeſſion of all the glory, which 3s due: 
to him. The times were not the ſame 
under their two Miniſtries. But'in the 
Inftances in which he hath followed 
him, he ingeniouſly Declares it : \and 
all the reft of his Maxims are his own 
becauſe he would not Beat upon q. 
Mi thing 


thing, \which had keen efwacs done. 
4 another. . 4 22 


un AcLond,, 
of all this, et hs Marrhs of 

the Frxanflation. which I haze. made of. 
it, .Þ am.very ſeuſuble\that mhen'I give 
my \Jelf the. Honour .to Dedicate.it ta 
you, 1 put: my ſelf. into the: Preſence © 
of. av very. Great « Fudge. - Jet Þ cannot - 
pretend to-tfsſire, that Tou fbould Pa- 
trogize :my. faults. .: Your Lordſhip wil © 
e728: a fit to be the fuſt-40 . 
and as it. 4s. that 
GreasWarth ae” Kirtue ,which You are * 
the Mafter of, .mhich hath. commanded. 
megto Cowrt Jour Friend/hip,T ſhall be: | 
gin-10, think -my. ſelf fo. Happy as.t0- 
poſſeſs a better thare..im that than 1 
ebfervs, if .T am inſtruffed by.. Tor, 
in' what T may: have been miſtaken 
in the Netion of a Foreign Language, 

which: ] have taken chiefly upon my. 
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obfsg 
tell: me. of. them 


own Fonds :. for. it. was. but':a ſhot 
time, that I was in the Countrys + 
But it 4 impoſſible, that . this. laſt 
word ſhould eſcape me, withoaf\ my 
remembring, with ſome concern upon 
me; a Son of Tour Lordſhips, whois 
fince Dead. in. the .:Bed \of : Honauri:: 
And I am extreamly. willing. to ſerve. 
- my. ſelf of this opportunity: to: expreſs 
the great efleem which I had. fox, him 
He was not . only to be ggfleemed..fes. 
a Military Faculty, which; makes-afu- 
ally all the glory of xa Soldiex, 5 1but 
alſo for all the' other Moral and Chri- 
ftian Virtues, which in. the. ſame. per- 
fon is a very rare thing. Exzery.. ene 

who knem him, will acknowled, pe, "= 
This 35 Juſily his Epitaph... 4 the 
fame time 1 would only deſire, that 
they may obſerve, that it 3s the wery 
thing too, which Monſteur Colbert 
 fays upon the death of the Great 'Tyu- 
renne : ard therefore what. might 
Mr. 


Mya\Aſtort have Not attained to, who 
ſet oat ſo 'Nobly and who was ſo char- 
mingin the firſt bloſſoms of his Glory ? 
1\\Phpis'1t was, 'to have the Felicity of 
the'Example of 'a Father, who to the 
Honours" of -his Quality and his 
Family hath added all the Ornaments 
of Virtue and Knowledge. Indeed the 
Firſt in 9. perfon without the Other, 
are: of \no extraordinary Weight with 
one, "who ſhall know how to diſtinguiſh 
-hetwixt*what he hath received from 
_ -g&*Child-betd +Labour, and what þe 
hath from his own. One may very 
welF-quieftion the goodneſs of that Blood, 
whieb- does not Elaborate it ſelf into 
Splrits for the Brains. But You, my 
Lord; -are' Equally in Both thoſe. Re- 
fpeas mofi Happy : And I am confi- 
dent that you do not think, but that 
the' Grand Exemplar, Julius Czfar, 
bath made himſelf as Famous. from 
the Cloſet as from the Field ; That 


hisConmentarics "wil toft;: a6:lou: : 
as ever:the Plains of- Phiarfa's 7 TA 


he: hath wrote his battles as proſperoufly-:. 
i he fought then3-and the: Congiiaſts || 
which beenade with his Sword, His, 
own Pen bath Canſecrated to pig. 
:T only add, with rall the. 
which Joni to the' ſentiments of \ſome: 
\ a_ Perfons, that at beaft, it:15 
my Opinion, \that it -is not to: be dombs. > 
ted;but that This Piece \3s Genuine and ; 


what wasfo the P of 3 
Monfieur ore, ah bzs Hand" in 


his'C loſet after his. Death. Theiftiakes | 
and« the ſignatures which he diſcovers 
of -himifelf in it, are ſo exafily agree 
able to that Charafter of him, which 3s 
ren: by" one who..ts. nd Flatterer:Th 
S T-Eforie de Monſieur Arnaud, - &s 
that nothing can. be more. It is a 
Precey which; is no-jhame, nor yet dat 
gerors to the Author ; for whom there 


Theatld be any Neceſſity to uſe an 1n- 
terpoſed 


texpoſed name. The Family. of Mox- 
Hnd8s he was .certainly:no Bigot, it 
is eafie 10.expedt, that he might fpeak. 
as he does of the Monks and the - 
poor - People of Flanders, whileſt he 
may-be thought not to underſtand it - 
inthe ſenſe;vf ithe Schools, but in that - 
in which he calls the Duke of Lorain 
an Idolater of his Money, which 
properly ' is rather a Dotage than © 
an Idolatry, I have Premiſed to it 
ſome Particulars of the Life of Monſt © 
eur Colbert, which are over and a- 
bove what he Diſcovers to us, in what + 
he hath an .accafion to ſay concerning 
hingſelf. - pres ynked all Hiſtory 7 
Blind without a Chronology to it, Ihawe 
taken care to add alſo the moſt re- 
markable Dates to things, which have 
been -ulmoft wholly omitted by Him. 
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- My: Lord, -- \ 

4 Humbl "defer You to o Aroeps U 
it, and. wg my Aſſurances, that 1 
Am with the greateſt reſpeR, 


YOUR LORDSHIPS 


” _£ 
F wot Humble, and. 
 woft Obeditnt 
Servant, . 
AY þ A, BERNARD. 
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# OF 
Monſieur CoLBEtrr. 


| Onſieur Fohn Buptiſt Colbert, the 
Marquis of Seignelay and Chateau- 

neuf upon the River Cher, Baron 

of Sceaux, Linieres, Ormois, &c. 

was born at Pariupon the laſt day of Avgsft, 
in the year 1619. His Family was Original- 
ly of the Kingdom of Scotland : and the time 
when it firſt came to be eſtabliſhed in France 
in the Province of Champagne, was, about 
the end of the Twelfth Century. There is 
to be ſeen in the Church of the Cordeliers 
at the. City of ARheims in that Province, 
the Tomb of the Chevalier Richard Colberr, 
in whoſe perſon this ERabliſhment com- 
menced; and from whom the Family of che 
Name, which,gow is in Frazct, and which 
RATIR 


Of the LIFE 
' hath been ever ſince continued there. from 
"that time, are the Deſcendants 'lineally. 
Dur eſpecially the rwo Inſcriptions which > 
there are upon the ſtone vf that Tomb, are 
-Evidences not only of this Original, but of 

the Time alſo of the eſtabliſhment of rhe fa- 

- mily in the perſon of that Chevalzer, the 

firſt in thar Kingdom. "They are in Go» 

thick Letrers, 


CY GIST LY PREUZ CHEVAL- 
LIERS RICHARD COLBERT DICT 
LY ESCOSSOIS K. J. F. 
(Here there are three or four words 
which one | cannot” read ) '— r 396. 
PRIEZ POUR: L' AME "DE LY. © 


Y | £ ©© 
, : 
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En BEſcoſſe je vit le Bereean, 
Et alt m a donne be Tombeas : 


Thar is, 


- FTere: lies the | Worthy "Chevalier Richard 
. 1: \Colbert, called the” Srotehminm-——=1 300. 
Pray. for the Soul" of "him And © 

, ms 7a Scotland 1 -hid' my Cradle, 
1. And Rirnims hath'given me my Grave. 
: Ws os 10, EDD Tas fits s 3. 


oa: There 


of Moxſier; Colbert. 
..... | There is-upon.4he ſame Stone. the (oat 
w W 1 ,-18 


alſo. of -rhat. Chevalier: ingraved, 
the Arms of the Family | at:this 

© day, Bearing a Snake: in Pale Waved. > 
” Lam. not to fay any . thing of the Ad- 
vances, by which it was that Monſieac Q/- 
Gert firſt. arrived unto the Favour of the 
King his. Maſter : Becauſe 1 would make 
no Repetition here, of what may be diſco- 
vered from himſelf in the book that follows. 
But:in fine, in; the year 166r, the King 
having. actually called bim to his'Councils, 
and' having intruſted: him foon after with 
the. gement of the Finances, with the 
Title of the Comptroller-General, He ſer him- 
felf<co work there with that care and with 
that Conduct, as hath made'him to be 
admired. for the Greateſt. and the Happieſt 
perſon, who hath ever ſ{eryed in that Office 
1ince the Beginning of the Monatcly. There 
had been. a Chars.im it, before hin," which 
none of his Predeceflors had been able ro 
diſperſe. It was the moſt obſcure” and the 
moſt confuſed thing in the World, Bur 
.Monfieur Colbert brought it in the end- into 
an . order, .{o clear aud fo. regular, .thar ir 
1s cxtolled as. a ſort of a Prodigy:: and the 
efſes. thereof. were _verywelt teen-m this, 
that he .attained to. d@-thipgs by \it;>which 
had appeared impoſſible to all thoſe, who 
\T had 
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had preceded him in-the- ſame: Adminiſtra- 
tion, For he providedat once for 5 
Number of [Troops than"the Ki ' had 
ever had by land before: him,” -and*hlfo ar 
the ſame. time for thoſe: meaſures, which 
were-to be taken ' tor increaſe" its Po 
on the Sea. He provided for the Fortifica- 
tions upon all the Ftontiers ;' and: 
with thoſe, for the New Buildings which 
were made in all the King's Seats; for: af 
extraordinary ſplendour, above whatit had 
uled/ta be, of the King's Houſhold;; for 
the Gratifications which were beſtowed: up- 
on the Geps de Lettres, which amounted eyc- 
ry. year in the whole to an Immenſe Sum; 
and for all the other charges of che. State, 
with ſuch a. magnificence, as harh-nd Pre- 
cedent for it.in the foregoing Reigns. And 
in the beginning of every. year, he: gave 
an Account. to the King, upon a little Agen- 
da, of all the Sums, which were: co-:rerurn 
in the courſe of that year into : the. Coffers 
of his Majeſty, with the ſtate of the fonds 
which | had, been made for. them; and 
according as they made others a-new, he 
put them down again upon the lame Agevaa, 
So that That King had uſed to {ay many 
times in the honour of :him, that he knew 
as well his Receipts and his Expences, as the 
moſt exa& and the moſt regular private per- 
ſan did in the Kingdom. For 


of Monſieur Colbert. 

For an Example of thoſe Grarifications 
Which were beſtowed upon the Geps de Let- 
#4 in divers' Countries, I think It fitting to 
fet dowrt here a Letter, which was written 
to' the Learned /ſaac Yofins, late one of the 
Prebendaries of Windſor, from Monſieur Col- 
bit by the order of his Maſter in the 


year 1663. 
Monfiear, 
JUnoiqne le Roi ne ſoit pas votre Sonverain. 

. 1 weut neanmoins etre votre bienfaiteur : 

& mia comtnmande de vous envoyer la letire de 

change 0i-joynte, comme une marque de ſon 

eftime & un gage de ſa Proteftion, Chacun 
ſait,. que vous ſnitvez dignement Pexemple ay 
fameux' Yaſſins votre Pere; & qu ajant recey 

de lin uf nom qui [a rent illſtre par ſes E- 

crits, vous en conſervez la gloire par les votres. 

Ces choſes etart connues de ſa Majeſte, elle ſe 

porte avec plaifir 4 gratifier votre merite ; 

1 air damant plus de joie, qu elle wait donne 

ordre de vous le fair ſavoir, que je puis me 

ſeFvir de cette occaſion pour vous aſſurer que je 
ſuis, | 
Mopftenr, 
Votre tres-umble, -& tres- 
AF Frome Seoitenr, 


COLBERT, 
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s 1" irs 3 | Tile 
*\ A Lthough that theKing is not your $g- 
s A yereign,He is willing nevertheleſs to 
© be your Benefactor : and hath commanded 
© me to ſend you the Letter. of Exchange here 
* adjoyned, as a mark of his eſteem and a 
 ©*Pledge of his ProteRtion. Kvery one. knows 

*:thar-you follow, worthily, the example of 
© the Famous Yoſſins, your Father ; that 
* having received from him a Name, which 
* he hath render'd illuſtrious by his Wri- 
* rings, you alſo preſerve the glory 'of it 
*by yours. Theſe things being known to 
* his -Majeſty, he is induced, with plea- 
*fure, to gratifie your Deſert : and Þ haye 
fo much- rhe more delight thar: he hath 
©"-given me the order to let you know it, 
"as 1 can ſcrye myſelf of this opportunity 
* to -atfure you, that I am, | 
— 
Your moſt Humble, and 

moſt AtfeCtionate Servant, 


COLBERT. 


Now. if in-theſe ſorts of things, the Love 
which Monſieur Colbert had of himſelf for 
tne Beanx Arts might be ſome Motive to 
him to encourage them, | yet. he OO 

Ye 


of Monſieur Colbert. 
Eye much more upon the Grandeur of the 
Kingdom, -and- the. Glory of his | Maſter: 
Eſpecially: he: ſaw; that there did occaſions 
cohtiavally preſent themſelyes to do an infi- 
nite number of-Curiofities, for the. one and 
the other, - as Medals, Deviſes,' Inſcripti- 
ons, \ Orations, Figures, and the like, which 
could nor-be done without'a great deal of 
wit. : $0 he eſtabliſhed an Academy of ſome 
ſele& Perſons at his Houſe, where He had 
a: very. ;fine Library of his own Books and 
Manuſcripts, who aſſembled there .rwiee 
2. week,::not.only to compoſe ſ{uch-forts, of 
Pieces, 'bur to examine into every thing be- 
ſides: which: was done in that Kind: bythe 
Ingenions. of all Parts, either at Home .or 
Abroad; Indeed; He:was the Mecenas:.of 
France and: by that Encouragement which” 
he gave to perſons, -which'is as neceſfary to 
them to engage them to exert their Powers 
as the, warmth of the Sun is to the growth 
of the Fruit, we have fcen thar that King- 
dom'hatls produced-thoſe Grezt and Curi- 
ous Wits, who have come up in many things 
to a height of perfetion, which no Country 
nor no Reign can very well Parallel, buc 
only-' that. of 'Zaly” in' the Reign of ſu» 
gnSfFns, i) ; $423 ld SROHRARSINVIS 1164 
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In rhe year x664. the King made him 
the Surintendant of his Buildings and the Or- 
donnateur General-of the Arts af the Manu« 
hier EN: of France. He ſet upon the'Lowvre, 

o give that Palace its laſt PerfeRtion : and 
wy ievitced the Cavalier Berprnt to his' affie 
ſtance in it, out of 7aly: where the Reputa- 


tion which he had acquired under rhe feveral 
Pontificates of Paul the 5th, Gregory the T 


5th 
Urban the 3th, 'and Alexander the 5th; "and 


the Works which he had done tothe Chureh 


of Sr. Peter 'at Rowe, whereof Urban the'8th 
had given him the Superintendance, had 
made him remarkable to him. The Defign 
of - Bernint was not' however ' followed, 'for 
the fake /of 'another that was more Apteea- 
ble to the King, which'was Preſented by 
Monſieur Perraut; who'was one of Morftur 
Colkert's'Academiciams, 'and 'the Author of 
the Tranſlation of Yitraviws. Bur yer the 
Cavalier Bernini gained all the Applauſes of 
the Court in''another Work whiett he did; 
and'returned to Rome With a Brover of'a 
Penſions of 2000 Crowns,” ' 

In the 'year 1666. Monſieur Colbest eſtas 

liſhed, out:of. the tmoft-knowing Phyſicians 
add" Marheniaticians/about Paris, a- Society, 
Which he called the Academe ' Royale' des \$4- 
exits.” . They were' to apply themſelves = 
rienilirly ro Geometry, Aſtronomy, Phyſick 

and 


of Monſieur Colbert. 


Chymiſtry, For che; operations of which 
laſt Science, he Built a, great. Elaboratory 
in the King's Library in the Leave, where 
they Aſſembled : and in the 2667. he builc 
a; Great Obſervatory .in the Fauxhorurg, St. 
Facques: for the operations of Aſtronomy. 
He invited into Hance, Signior Caſſyzi, the 
Famous - Profeſior of Aſtronomy. of Padzs, 
for thefurther Honour of this Science ;,an 
he.did.che ſame to Monſieur 7Tuygeps. oyr of 
Hollgad, the Inventor. of the Pendulum : who 
both of them, had. Penſions from rhe King 
-. In,she-year 1667. | He , was,Recciyed 2 
Member af the #rench. Academy-in the; plage 
of Monſleus Sifhan; decealed. ,. 1 +1: 
In L696; the king.made him'a yocteLaty 
of States. and put into- his. hands..the 
Aarise. He ſer himſelf upon the building 
of a; great Number of new . Ships. and, Gatr 
leys, -He built attic lame time the Arignals 
of Thowlon, Marſciles, Breſt, and-Rocp:fart. 
He formed two Companies of Merchants 
fot: the,Eaft and Weſt /rars Commerge. ,jHe 
put; AiLafe into; Irade thronghout all Faarges 
and;h& exeRrd: many: Manuiactures ghere.at 
Qufis,.. Lace; Glailes,\ and other 3hings, far 
which:-4: conſiderable quantity-«,of Money 
had: gone befare-eyery year-out,of the:vmge 
gom. | 
d 3 As 
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As he had a particilar/yoir for-the beau- 
ties of Sculpture, Painting and ArchiteQure, 
he eſtabliſhed a Society 'ar'/ Pars, © inthe 
year 1671. by the: name+ of the Acudedvic 
Royale d' ArchiteFure ; which comlilted' of 'the 
moſt Knowing Perſons of "that kind; who 
were'to attend to the things thar-eoncern 
the henour and the Emprovement: of: chat 
Profeffion. gh 3tA 

The New Buildings'at Ver les in 'x678, 
and 'in''168r.--owe their Perfeion | toithis 
Miniſter. "The Canal of :Lexgwedoc, which 
was begun in 1666. for a Communication 
—_— _ two _ _ OO -finiſhed- in 
x601, and'ts one of-t enterprizes 
of this Age, owes the Happineſs to: Him 
likewiſe, that'it was'brouphr as -it! was/in 
That year to ſo Good'ah wn ho notilong 
after fied: at Paris, Sep. 61" 1683." ar: the age 
of 64 years and '6-days. - | 

"Me had had three Daughters, nad fix 
Sons by his Wife,  who- was --the-:idanghter 
ofa Counſellor to the'King' in his/Councils, 
and the Grand Baylift of Blow. The eldeſt 
"of rhoſe three was marry'd* to: the [Duke 'of 
Cheoreufe, - Feb. 5." 1669. The' ſecond to: the 
Duke ue St. Arran, Fan 281"167x: andthe 
: thitg to'the Dake 2: Mortimiar;Ftb:1451 679. 
"The eldeſt'of the 'ſix' Sons ſucceeded ro his 
Father iti the Place of Secretary 'of ' Srate. 
g The 


of Monſieur Colbert. 
The:{cond, a Doctor of the Sorbonne, and 
the. Titular Archbiſhop of Carthage. - The 
third;: a Knight of Malta, - The fourth, the 
Maſter of che: Ceremonies of . Fraxce., The 
fifthy» Sometime the. Keeper of the King's 
Cabiner and Library ; which Monſieur: Col- 
bert, the Father, ; furniſhed with a prodigi- 
ous multitude of. the choiceſt Books, MSS. 
Medals and Rarities out of all Countries: 
And:the ſuxth,.a Abbe, _ | 
{His Death was a vety conſiderable, lols to 
France, as. Monſieur de. Reincourt hath, dane 
him the Honour to ſay of it, in the {ccond 
-Part of his Hiſtory of Lewis . XIV.. to. the 
year;1683. He was a May, ſays Monticur 
.Morerj; Born as if it were enly for the. gjo- 
ry of his Prince ; to whole intereſts he was 
intirely devyored., And although the Verics 
made-again{t him after his death, wich 
are printed in the ſecond Part of the Eſp:7t 
ae Monſieur. Arnaud are. fo much the more 
Rude, jas- they wane: Wit ; yet the Autbor 
of , that Work confelles, not only that Morne 
fieur Colþert did not deſerve them, bur ther 
; beſideS he was one who had always oppoſed 
himſclf,as much'as he.could .ro the, Eeloly- 
tion of exterminating the ZZ#zzencts, whom 
he had-found to be: very ſerviceable to him ; 
Fhat'he was no Bigot, nor naturally:4.9 
Perfecuror 5; That he loved merit, where- 
Þ 4 CYST 


Of the LIFE, &c. 


ever he found it; and thata$he had had a very 
Good Maſter in the King Jo neverany King 
had had a more faithful Servant, Alf which 
one may the more cafily believe, if one oþ- 
ſerves the integrity of the principles which 
he appears to have propel to himſelf all 
along in his Condu@; from which he could 
not indeed fail to be both a faithful Mini- 
ſter to his Maſter, Dear to hjs Country, 
and a Good Man to all the World. _ 
The' Brother, whois upon many' occafi- 
ons mentioned by him in His Teſtament, is 
——h Charles Colbert, the Marquis de 
Croiſſy. | : 
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A 
Chrombgical Table. 
. Of the DATES _—_ 


Which are chiefly wanting to the Politica 
Laſt. Teſtament of Monficur ColbepRs: * 


# 
s _ 


Nyo. D. ”—_ Fuly 3. Maria de ve 
dicis &es at Cologne 
The aeath of the Cardinal of Rich- 


lieu at Paris, Dec. 4. 1642. 

A.D. 1643. May 14. Lewis XIIL died at 
St. Germain en Laye : and Lewis XIV. 
born Sept, 5. 1638. ſucceeds to his Father. 

The Declaration for the (Queen» Mother to be Ree 
gent, May 18, 1643. 

The battle of Rocroy, May 19. 1643. 

Thionville taker 7 the Duke of Anguien, 
Anguſt 10. 1643 

Da the zak September 24. 164?.,_.. 

ney, bag Mereſchal de Guebriant, Neu 


A. D. 164 , Ann Queen of England retires 
into France : And the Barberines. 


Graveling 


Graveling t«ken--by the French; July $0; 16 
Lerida 5 the Spaniards, July JO. / uh 44 
The h_ of Freiburgh,  Angult 3, 4, 51644. 
Philipsburgh taken by the Duke of Anguigh, 
September 7. 1644- 
A.D. 1645." A Treaty ' of Ptace Jum the 
Danes \and the Swedes at Munſter. 
The battle of. *Mariendal,'. May: 51 $645. 
Thebatile of Nordlingen,: Augsſt 3. 1645- 
Mardike taken by the French, Fuly x0. 4645. 
Trevesby\Turenne, November L94.1645s.. 
The: battle of Liorens, Fune 22. 1645. 

Roſas taken by the French, r545 - 
A.D: 1646. Jon 28, 7 he Frendh Sake Gour- 
+ fra 

And. Dunkirk, Offober 8. 2646» 

And Porto-Longone, Sept. ©1646 .; 

The Sieges under the Count: d Harcourt: of \Or- 
bitelle ad Lerida, raiſed L6:46.: 

The. Duke of Anguien, the.'Prince of Conde, 
by the death of his Father, Dec.:26. 1646. 

A,P. 1647. The Arth-Dake + IM i : Go- 
vernor of the Low*Qountrys. :\+ * + 

The Mareſchal de Gaftion Mertall wounded be- 
before Lens, September-28. ..1647- 

Lewis-XIV. fick at Calais iof the Smal Pox 
November 1647, 

A. Revolt at Naples, -1647; £648... 

The Siege of Lerida winder the Prince: of Conde, 
raiſed— 1 647, 


A.D. 


A.ND.' 1648. "The Duke of Guiſe 4 Priſoner at 

Ny Irs 4 and the Siege of. Cremona - by the 
odeneſe and the French, Raiſed; 

Ypres taken by the Prince of Conde, : May 2.8. 
1648. 

The Bute of 'Lens. 1648. | 

The Battle of Sommerhauſen, May 17-1648. 

The Barricaaes of Paris, June 1648. 

A Treaty of a General Peace contl d at Mur- 
-ſter, 07.2.4. 1648. 


John;Caſlimire Elefed King of Poland,r648. ; 


AD. 1649. -Fanuary the "ah or 6th, Lewis 
XIV. L aha ns out of Paris. 

Retiirns again to Paris, Auguſt 18: 1649: 

Ypres and St. Venant, Fo by the: Seb 


Duke: the . Siege' of Cacadingy Hey ws | 


Conde/.and Maubeuge taken ' by 
Harcourt: Conſtancine, &c. % the Spa- 
niards, 1649. 

A.P: 1650. Jan. 18. The Prince of Conde, 
-& Priſoner at Vincennes. Auguſt 28, Re- 
**»mbved to Marcouflis. Movember 2.6," Re- 
moved to Havre de'Grace. 

The Battle: of Rhetel, December x3. 1650. 

Catelet and La Chapelle” taker by the Spani- 

: ads; Porto: Longone retaken, 650. 

AD. 1651. Feb.tz. The Prince of -Conde, at 

Liberty. The Cardinal Mazarine Baiſhed. 

AD. 1552. May 4. The Viſcount of Turennt, 

being come in to the King, befteges Eſtampes. 
The 


The Attack in.. the Fauxbourg, S. Antoing, at 
Paris, July 2. 1652--.;.. LY 

The T; umult at the FEerel de Ville,: Cy 4 
r65 3... | 

Cordigat Mazarine retires a ſecond timee=i 652. 

Dunkirk taker. by the SPA AT At, September 6. 
{7 ES: 

AD. 165 3 Rhetel, Mouzgn, Mcoe hot 
retaken by .Turenne. _... 

A.D. 1 RR Tune 7. Lewis X1v.. Ape 


EN ao adgy Sten: y, Auguſt 6. 3654 | 

The battle 0 a” "- 25. 1654 || 

AD.* 655+ July 13 mad beg, | 
French. 


The Siege. of Valenciennes, rj Jul 6. 


1955. 
The Siege of Pavia, railed- 4 
Das St. Guillain, La TT takey, 1655. 
A.D. 11656. Valenza «por the Po,. taken. by 
the French. 
Chriſtina, (Queen . of. 'Sweden, received, into 
. France. Sepr. T6 Yo «002 
A.D...1657, Montmed Mardike, St: Ve- 
nant, Ardres, taken pb, the. Þrench....  .. 
The. Dutcheſs Nicolle $4 Lorain, dies Feb;2.0. 
1657: who had been married to Charles 5. 
Dake of Lorain, \in 1621 : who,. had - 
traited a ſecond marriage in her lifertime mith 
the Princeſs of Canitecroix, Aprih 2,..16 637 7. 


A.D. x658. Feb. 17. A Peace concluded be- 
" twixt Sweden aud Denmark. ny. -N 
Dunkirk ſurrender'd, Fune 23. 1658. 
Lewis XTV. fick at Calais. 1658. 
A.D. 1659. November 7, The Treaty of the 
Pyranees Finiſhed. TS OVE VO 
A.D: 1660. Jane 9. The Marriage of Lewis 
XIV. with the Infanta of Spain. | 
The Prince of” Conde comes to Churt.——1 660. 
A.D:. 1661. March 9g. The atath' of 'the Car- 
dinal Mazarine. Sod Wd 2 
The Princeſs Henrietta of England married to 
the Duke of Orleans, March 31. 1667." 
The Danphin born, November 1.-166T. | © 
A Difference, about Precedence, of the French and 
theSpaniſh Ambaſſadors atT.ondon,0@.1.1663. 
Monfiear Fouquer laid in Priſon —166t: 
A.D. 1662. Feb. 6. A Treaty betwixt Lewis 
XIV: ay Charles IT. Duke of Lorain.” 
Dunkirk fold to the French. 166% 
A.D. 1963. Sept. 1., A Treaty betwixt Lewis 
XIV. and Charles III. Dxzke of Lorain, 
Marfal ſurrender'd to the French ——— 1663. 
AD, 1664. March 1%: 2 difference avout an 
Inſult upon the” French" 4nbaſſador at Rome 
in 1662. agreed at a Treaty at Piſa. 

A Battle with the Emperor and the Tarks, Auz.s. 
1664. NE OY 
The Arie of the French apon' Gigeri, 1664. 
AD. "2665. Stptenter 7: Philip IV. Fins 
of 'Spain dies, AD, 


A:D.-1666. A Fight at Sea betwixt the Englifh 
and the Dutch. 

A:D.r667.May. Lewis XIV. enters into flan- 
ders: takes Charleroy,Liſle, Audenarde;&c. 
A D. 1668. The Franche Compte, reduted 

* wnder the French. © 

The Treaty of Aix la Chapelle concluded, ; May Zo 
1668. - 

The Tripple Alhance, 668. oo 6 

The Viſcount of Turenne, a Roman Cathilick, 
—I 668. 

ADs 1669. September 27. Candia ſarren- + 
der d to = Turks. 

AD. 1670. June 30. The Dutcheſs of Or- 
leans dies at St. Cloud. 

A.D.*x671. Dec. 16. The ſecond marriage of 
he Duke of Orleans, 

A.D. 1672. Feb. 24. The Prince of Ortiige : 
conftituted Great Admiral of Holladdt '2 and / 
Fuly 3. Stadtholder. 

The'W?r of Holland, 1672. 

A:D. 1673. June 30. " Maelriclit: vahew U 
the French. 

” Two. Fig Sy Sea Leigh the &y ngliſh _ FP ; 
Dutc ay-28 + ant Auguſt "£67 3355 

Botine taken by Montecucult, 2 the” brine 
of Orange, 21673. © Ik, 

The: kattle of 'St.-Seim, Fane 16. 1673. 

The Puke" of Yotk married 16: the FEVIEN 
the ' Duke of Modctia,- Noventber; 15747 
* A. D: 


"puts its ſelf under the French. 

The Franche Compre reduced again under. the 
French, 1674, * 

The battle of  Senef, Aug. 10. 1674- 

Grave taken by the Prince of Orange: Dinant 
'- ave Huy by the Imperialiſts, ==—— 1674. 

A Peace betwixt England and Holland, 1674. 

The Chevalier de Rohan executed, 1674; 

The Eledtor Palatint challenges the Viſcauit of 
Turenne,— 1674 

A,D.1675. Trier taken by the Duke of Loos 
Limbourgh, Dinant, Huy, #y the French - 
and the Cittadel-of Liege delivered "p to the 
Count d'Eſtrades. 

The Viſcount of Turenne kill d, July 27: 164F> 

A” War betwixt Sweden andthe Eletor, of 


A.D.. 167 if Meſſina Revolts from. Spain, amd 


.Brandenbourgh, 1675, | 
Charles 3.. the [Duke 'of Lorain ales, Seay 
1675. 


A.D. 1676... Maeſtricht tefreged Ly the KI 
.of .Qgange ;.: Elſinbourgh, &c. taken ty the 
Danes : Conde and Bouchain Ly the French. 

De Ruyter' killed: in Jight-onith Du Quelne; | 
before Agouſta,. April:22."1676.. if 

AD-146 77+ \ N2iendiavens;Cambray, 8806 
Omers, taken by the; Freach... S2n67O YN 

The batile. of Mont-Caffel,:. 4prib21 1 in637." 

The, Prince..of Qrange. marnicdi tothe: vow 
Mary: of Englandy\ New:4,0M6 77. on 


"4D. 1678. Feb. x. Charles 4- Dal of Lo- 
rain zarried to the: Emperor Leopold 
Meſſina - abundoned © by the ts ud, 
Ypres, Lewen, taker by them, —— 1678. 

The baitle of Mons, —1678. 
The Treaty of n concluded with the 


' Dutch, Sth ro: The en, Sexhiny 7. 


F of an the Duke f Ovieains 
A Dig tunens + The Da phain married « 


Fourgh taken by the 


f 


The EPISTLE. 


SIRE, 


IHE Divine Protection hath apped-- 
l red ſo viſibly over ' the Reign of 
Your Majeſty, that I am very much 
perſuaded, that you do not think in any 
manner of attributing to your own good 
Conduct, all thoſe happy occurrences,whict: 
make the Glory of your Kingdom, and the 
e Abaie- 


The Epiſtle to the K I NG. 


Abaſement of your Enemies. GOD who 
hath granted you to the Vows of all your 
good Subjects, in a time when there were 
no Hopes that they would have been heard, 
becauſe it was after a Barrenneſs of three and 
twenty Years, hath begun by that Miracle 
to make it known, that he hath Choſen You 
from all Eternity'to be one of the:moſt per- 
tet Works, which there hath this long 
time been upon the Earth. A Truth fo cer- 
tain, and acknowledged fo generally by all 
your Subjects, is whar ought alſo to paſs as 
far as to Strangers : who-would but do what 
they are obliged to, if they would remain 
convinced, that the Almighty Hand of GOD 
acts for you againſt your Enemies. But as, 
if I may dare to fay it, there is but an ap- 
pearance of Piety in almoſt all the other 
Courts, whileſt it ſhines viſibly un yours ; 
they refer all this which they ſee unto a con- 
rinual good Fortune of your Majeſty, with- 
out being willing to Jitt up theirieyes to 
Him, who is the GOD of. Arms;”) and 
without whoſe aſſiſtagce it-is impollible ' to 
promiſe. onesſelf any Victory. It. would have 
been,to be withed, that . they: ſhould have 
- ndeceiv'd themſelves dns and that they 
-. had been fatisfied once for all, that it 1s 
GOD alone who protects - you. - There 
as would 
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would not have been ſhed ſo much: Blooy 
in the War, which-you have ended fo glc- 
rioufly: and this-would again ſpare 7har of 
ar infinite number ..of Men, who feem de- 
ſigned: to periſh for the ſame quarrel. For 
Your Majeſty, in having given a Peace to 
Europe, hath not ſuppreſſed the jealoulie, 
with which.a great many Potentates are {till 
iretted, at the fight of all your great Agtions. 
They. do' but. watch for an opportunity to 


give you the.Proofs of it : and before that 


they.can ſubmit themſelves unto the Abaſe- 
ments, which One - of your Maniſters de: 
mands of them, it -is to ,be beiiteved, that 
they will Risque All tor All, ., , +, 
- But, Sire, thould I be bold to ask you, 
whether it is to do ſervice to you, to do all 
that, which that Miniſter hath done 2 Jam 
afraid but you may. think, that the little 
underſtanding, which there hath appeared 
hitherto .betwixt us,: carries me; to offer. ta, 
you thisQueſtion. The Coups foures whicls 
he hath . endeavoured to make at me, and 
which. Your Majeſty is ſtill better acquain- 
ted with than I, becaule it is to you that. ha 
hath addreſſed himſelf many. times, to ren-. 
der my fidelity ſfuſpeed by yon, may.make 
it to, be believed, That I have.Reſentment. 
enoug) ſill in me, to ſeek to do him as: 

: "> 200d 
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good a.turn.' Bnt GOD forbid, that 'my 
Intereſts ſhould carry it ſo over - thoſe 'of 
Your Majeſty ! I have nothing: more in 
View, than only to ſhow you, in what'man- 
ner things paſs. A great King, who+hath 
i# hand the Government of a Powerful King- 
dom, hath not always the knowledge of e- 
very thing which his Miniſters do :' and e- 
ſpecially, when he gives them the fame Au- 
thority, which you give to the Marquis-of 
Lowvois, In the mean time if thoſe do 
commit Overſights, it is to the Maſter that 
one' imputes them : and if a War happens 
upon that, how many People ſutfer for the 
fault of one Private Man? It feems to me 
alſo; that the Marquis of Lowvors was atu- 
ally the cauſe, rhat this War that you have 
finiſhed ſome Years ſince, hath laſted fo 
lon.” It is true; that! the end of it chath 
been Glorious to your Majeſty. But it is 
not to be ſaid, that That 15 owing to his good 
Condutt. He hath Risqued viſibly: by it the 
fafery of your State : and it is nothing but 
the Hand of GO D, which hath Crawn-you 
out” of it. © So that he is Reſponſible to all 
vour People, for the Blood which -1t hath 
colt them ; And belides,if one had had a leſs 
reſpet and an Admiration tor Your Majeſty, 


it would occafion you perhaps to TOI 
ove 
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love:of your Subjedts : Inaſmuch as it is for 
you, who are the Father of them, to Huſ- 
- band their Blood, 8s you would your own. 
And is it not an extraordinary thing enough ” 
to0,: that a Miniſter, who hath never ſcen 
Mar, but in a Picture, ſhould be willing to 
know: more of it than all your Commanders. 
Your Majeſty: at the fame time can boaſt-to 
have:of thoſe the beſt in Europe, and-into 
whatever Part it is that one-goes, and that 
one :names the Prince of Conde, and the Viſ- 
count; of Zurenne, there 1s no Perſon, but 
who:will acknowledge, that the Reign of 
Your Majeſty, which was deſtinated to make 
known every thing, that there is that is 
Great '\upon the Earth, ought alſo to;have 
the :two- greateſt Captains which Exrope 
hath had ot a long time. = 

- The Divine Proteftion, which Your/Ma- 
jeſty isſenlible of the effets of continually, 
hath drawn you out of all theſe 7xhappy 
Sreps, in which another would have loſt 
himfelf.''. The: Piety, which ſhines in; all 
your Actions, (Jeads: you to return; your 
' Thanks therefore always to Heaven ; which 
is extremely plealed to ſee you in the Grati- 
tude, which you owe to it, But as every 
one does+not refer ſo unto- GOD, all that, 
that':paſſes here below, the faults which 

| Cc 3 they 
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rhey ſee to be cotnmitted by your | Miniſter 
avgment the' number-of iyour Enemies,” and 
maintain them in the errour in which they 
are; that you: are not Invincible. They fap: 
poſe; that He who ſhould 'have the greateſt 
care'to pur by the Blows, which |they'are 
ready to make at you, ſhowingito them youy 
Breaſt all Open, it is caſfie for:them 10 go 
ſtraight in, tothe Heart. From thence come 
all the Intrigues,' which we ſee there rarein 
Europe to your Prejudice; and whicty wenld 
be capable of giving you a:mortal Blow, if 
it was not thar it 15.impoſſible:to do hurt:to 
hics, whom GO D hath taken ſo viſibly: 1n- 
to Is Protection.  : 
 :And we may fay this 5 without. "flat- 
tering in any manner Your::Majcfty, that 
never Prince hath been more:deſervingiof it: 
You have all the Qualities of a Grear-King, 
and'of a King who is truly Chriſtian'z: and 
if you havehad ſome -Fozbleſſe in yaurYouth, 
Yau are ſo well; GOD" be'thanked; reco- 
vered'of that, that there: remains no more 
than the remembrance. of it to: you;' tocin- 
dnte'you todo a feverer Perante for/it; He 
who will pleaſe Your Majeſty is to'live. at 
the/ourt, as in a Cloyſter: from! whence 
Vice ought to be baniſhed. If ! there» may 
—_ Reign r_ yet it: 1s not lawful _ 
ſo cr 
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ſuffer ito be feen':'-Vour Majeſty,- there, is 
an example of Virtue to all your Courtiers 3 
and if-the-Corruption'of-the Age is fo-great, 
that they" cannot however imitate their Ma- 
ſter;- it-i5+rneceſary at leaſt; that they ſhould 
make-aſhew*of it, if they -intend- to be. a» 
gtceable to him: © , he 5 
This Return of Your Majeſty to' GOD. is 
the Recompence of your-having never for- 
gotten -him,in whatever Condition 1t is, chat 
ybu have found your ſelf, If Fumane Frail 
ty hath ſo-ordered ir, that you ſhould re- 
ftemble David: and ſo-many great Sinners, 
who are now in 'Paradiſe, you have: never 
pretended for this to diſpenſe with-your' felt - 
from rendring unto- GO D, that which hath 
belonged-to” him. © You have endeavoured 
to attraQ his Meroy; by ordering the +Wor- 
thip-toibe+paid to him, which is his due; aad 
by performing it to him your ſelf: Becauſe 
you know, that this 1s | the way to prevail 
with him.-: One cannot'fay, that you have 
been one fingle day of your life withour 
hearing Mafs : and although that the Late 
King your Father was altogether full of Pie- 
ty,” yet he had never been able to do what 
you- have 'done, that one: ſhould abſtain, 
whileſt that Adorable: Myſtery is a cele- 
brativg,' from - prating with: one \another, 
HAY Cc 4 ' and 
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and rom uſing ' a- thouſand indacent Po» 
ſtures. 


| The Fear of God, which a 
had before. your Eyes, is the. reaſon alſo 
that you.:choſe , \during 4 Certain; tune, | 
rather to let things be believed, which ane 
did not know of ; by fſuſpician,; thair $9 
take away::the Thoughts of , chem: by,..fre- 
quenting.;the Sacrawents. --Y ewi.torbare 
thoſe, 1o:long as you did.-not.;ijudge. your : 
ſelf to be worthy of them : Or,- that you 
did believe that your Infirmity was -too 
greater - you to perform . any. thing -10 
God.:of- what you-ſhould promiſe to him. 
This:is a-mark. of: the Niceneſs of your 
Goanſcicnce; and that: you: are far diffcrent 
i9:this:wrom:thoſe Princes, who. affe. ex- 
tarione Mortifications, , whalfi/ they , plunge 
themſelves in lerrar in all fores of. Pleas 
lures... 

-\What {hall fy now. of all the Good 
Qualities of :: Your - Majeſty: ; » and:; which 
make you to be eſteemed to be the moſt 
Hlame/t Han of Your Kingdom, in' the 
Minds of thoſe who: know :you perſealy? 
It;;iS: a- Truth, which is equally 10 the 
mouths of..aH your Subjects; and which 
{counes; me | from the Thoughts, that 'they 
mighe otherwiſe have, that I wovld flatter 


you, 
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you, 4brhey underſivad. it tefs.: Its not 
therefore either Flattery , nor the Goat» 
mde which 1opght 40 have: for 10 many 
Honours; and the Favours which þ have xe» 
carved nom: your Majeſty, that peraut ave 
to-fay'itito you, that it is a long-eime 1ſace 
there hath been fo Great 'a King upon the 
Earth. + I have not this Truth 1n my-mouth; 
bat becaufe J am fully perſwaded of it;' and 
that rhere: ſhall nothing undeoave; me ofa 
EVE, -$O1 5: Þ 64p 134 Fr J'YX 268 
:>Indeed , without ſpeaking -of fo many 
firong::Places: which. you bave: conquered, 
and-'of fo many Vidtories: which you hiw 
ozined, : Where is there beſides the Prinzey 
who after having becn ©. 1] educated, harh 
diſcovered: to the:World Finer :Inchaomons 
than you > Idare not ay all that,thav'i rhink 
uponthat Subject, For fear that they may"aes - 
cuſe meof failingin my Gratitude towardsths' 
Cardimbi:Mazarine,:my Benefadtour. Its 
better rhat:I:continue-:fitene-rhere' ;; and rhat 
[ ſpeak onty-of that, which all -the Workl” 
hath not been:ablk ro/bohold without Admis 
ration,” ''Yes;b doathkmir, $ire,wrhout:owd 
cepting the'Czfars,/or'the. 4/exanders, that 
there are-more Marvels under your Reign; 
than ungerthat of ſoinany grearMen,whom 
Antiquity boaſts of ro-us. Never Kitng hutly 
been 
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been ſo-Betimes at theWar ; and if. oge pre-. 
tends-that-you did not go thither -ſo. proper- 
ly,. as they carried:you tot, by reaſon” thar 
the Good of your Aﬀeairs required, that they 
ſhould let you be ſeen upon «your Fromtiers, 
and to-your Soldiers 5: haye nothingit6:an-: 
ſwer to that, but this, thar they tellme, whe: 
ther.it was of your {elf; or by the; Counſel 
of; -the Cardinal Mazarixe, that ..you gonti+ 
nued entire Days upon. your Horſe:... Which 
was what occaſioned to Your Majeſty that 
great Sickneſs, with which. you was-like to 
dye at: Calain? They know, thari that; Mi- 
miſter told you: every day, 'that.you hazarded 
yYiibly: your Health ) in; giving Yourſelf ſo 
many. Fatigues. | /They now'alfo, that;.he 
deſired to hinder you from-going to:tbeFort 
ekddardite.: Whoſe infetious Air, andithe 
Namber of the Sick:which, was there, made 
him bave-a- fear: with-reaſon for your-Sacred 
Berſfon. ::;Rut the Inclination. which! you al- 
ready had, for every thing whichis Greatand 
kbgh,' induced you to deſpiſe that Gounſel;; 
from: whence that which -was apprehended, 
Wes;liks to have arrived now allo; ;' - 

:1 As you were at this time.upon your Twen- 
tieth Year, it maybe faid that Your Majeſty 
did. nothing in-this;, which was over-extra- 
ordinary,and-which many others might:not 
2g have 
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have done as well as You. ' Butit is fif, that 
ofie'knows, that it had been already above 
Ter Yeats rltiat You had- gone to 'the War; 
atid thstone had ſeen you at art infinite-num- 
ber-of Siepes,” from which it was convenient 
to:withdraw you by force'z' betiiſe your had 
no greater pleafare than-tobe- with Your Sol- 
diers;”and to iffform Yourfelt of a hundred 
things, which were in the mean time above 
your Age. 'What a pity 15 if;-that a Prinee 
born with ſuch great 'Qualities hath nor/ hae 
the Education, whielv' Your | Majeſty hath 
giver to the:Dauphiz 2 What 'Miracles: hat 
not one ſeem under your Reign * SitftegHe 
knows':very. well, that 'Without-' this AWFY 
ſtance'it is a'Prodigy,”natto Heap vs Fagſe 
apo Fagk (1507 ni 1 Eb EatSh 

There:would be here ſome fine Reflexions 
for: me to mike upon This; "That your Mas 
jeſtynot having ever had any knowledge''vf 
thar,” which contributes to the perfe@ Eda: 
cation ofa Prince; hath acquitted Yourſetf:of 
it nevertheleſs ſo perfetly. This would: be 
alſo a favourable' occaſion to ſpeak of All 
that, which Your Majeſty hath done in*#& 
lation to the Scavars, and to all the' Rare 
Men, whom you hive obliged to come to 
you- at Your: great Chargs' out of 'Foreigw 
Countries: Of the ManufaQtures, which'Fou 
IS have 
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haye eftabliſhed in, Your Kiagdom, in:that 
manner, .that the Frexch findat this day a- 
 mongſt themſelves, That. which they were 
ge - wir {eek elſewhere. wah the 
xce of their Maney... And This would 
appear ſo mych'the more Fine, as thatthere 
1580.body whodees not know, that Your 
Majeſty hath taken all this; upon your-own 
atom, without ones having. ever given 
yona-lingle Book, from whence'it might-be 
poſſible for you to derive ſome. Inſight. into 
They brought :you up;amongſt the La- 
68, 48-4ans [a Molieſſe; 'andiit is impotli- 
ble, that; that :Word ſhould eſcape. me : Be- 
cane ic would beto ſteal from YourMajeſty 
> Glory which gught to: redound to you; 
when/one ſhall know, that narwithſtanding 

i} af Educatipn,; you are Become: Thar 
ih we ſee you at ;this day: © ſhould 
haveialſo.s great;many- things: to- ſay-upon 
AlkThat,which Your-Majeſty hath wrought, 
whach is Great, and which appears | altoge- 
ther Extraordigary,after this that Ihave:now 
remarked about,.your Education. / But. lea- 
ving: thoſe ; things: a-part,, / ro: 'keep only 
to; the ; Subjet' which: 1 propoſe to. ' my 
ſpeR& -which1 owe:t0. you, thar: the 'only 
thing which one.can find-fault with in Your 
#0 Majeſty, 
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Majeſty;is that you have toomuc Goodneſs, 
and 'of Confidence 'in "thoſe, uport whom 
you repoſe your {&lf in certain! Aﬀairs' >" Ard 
it is.not to Af the Wit, thar: I pretend 'to 
blame their Aﬀtions : I am' ſil more -lidble 
than they: to'' make Faults, But the” Zeal 
which I have for the Service of 'yotir© Mt 
jeſty does not permit me to continue any 
more in Silence. You will pleaſe there- 
fore, that I may give you a Hiſtory in+ ſhort 
of All that, which hath paſſed under your 
Reign ; and that I may remark to You, 
in what it is thatI think that you have been 
ill ſerved. You will pleaſe alſo, that 1 
may tell You in what it is, that I imagine 
that you may render your Reign {till more 
Glorious. I beg of You moſt Humbly'*to 
pardon me this Liberty ; and to be aſſt 
red, that I ſhould rake a great Care how] 
{poke to you of this, if it was not that” I 
cannot. better demonſtrate to you the Zeal 
which I have for your Service. That which 
obliges «me - alſo more particularly to ' tell 
You what I think, is, that I ſee my felf 
declining every day ; and that according 
to all the Appearances in the World, Ihave 
very little time- more left me to ſerve you. 
Cares and Watchings abridge the Life of Man ; 
and [ have ſufficiently Laboured ar it, fince 

Your 
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Your Majeſty hath had the Goodneſs to call 
me to the Management of the Finayces, to 
believe that it'is time to leave my Place 
to another. : Happy I! it Dying I can'per- 
ſwade you, as: I have 'endeavoured to do 
during my Life, ' that I am with a moſt 
Profound Reſpec, 
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SIRE, 


TOUR MAJESTY'S 


Moſt Humble, Maſt 
Obedient Servant, and moſt 
Faithful Subjett, 


}Þ. B. Colbert, 
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capable of any to ſettle the order, which is con- 
venient as to that matter, Tow, who underſtand 
ſo-wellhow to A& the King, that it is enough but 
only to look upon your air, to know, that you are 
a Maſter to others. And this ſhews by what-it is, 
that the happineſs of a Kingdom begins, and 
what it is that can maintain it, For if he, who 
is the Sovereign, does not know how to make 
himſelf to be paid what is his due, it 1s neceſlary 
that he have a Miniſter to aCt in his ſtead ; and 
becauſe men have not all the reſpe&t' for a Mint- 
ſter, which they have for his Maſter, from thence 
come factions which degenerate often into revolts, 
-and are the cauſes of the ſubverſion of a State. 
The Reign of the late King your Father hath been 
full of occurrences like theſe : When we have ſeen 
the Royal family divided to that degree, that 
the Mother hath no longer acknowleded the Son, 
nor the Son the Mother; and the Brother alſo 
hath minded nothing more than to' deſtroy ' his 
Brother and his King. Neither were the other 
Princes of the blood at all better aftefted. Which 
aroſe from this ; that, his Majeſty committed too 
great a power'to his Miniſter, and that thoſe 
Princes were perſuaded, that it was the Miniſter, 
who did all. Indeed there is a great deal of ap. 
pearance to believe he did: or if it had not 
been ſo, one ſhould not have ſeen the Queen- 
Mother abandoned to. that condition, that ſhe 
died at Cologne without ſuccour, and not having 
the half of what was convenient for her, 

The Minority'of your Majeſty hath been expo- 
ſed unto the ſame troubles ; whilelt you were not 
as yet in a ſtate to give order to your affairs your 
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at the death of the late King, a Chaos,which it was 
not poſſible for a Woman to diſperſe, At the time 
when that Prince died, there was then no Premier 
Miniſter. The Cardizal of Richelieu, who had 
poſſeſſed that place with very great repute, had 
left it vacant four or five months before ; and a 
thouſand perſons were in expeQation to fill it : 
though all France agreed, that amongſt ſo great 
a number, there was ſcarce one to be found, that 
was worthy of it. The parties that they made, 
and the diſpute, to whom the late King your Fa- 
ther had given the preference, and of the man- 
ner in which he had limited the power of. the 
Queen, his Widow, who was to be Regent, gave 
the Spaniards to think to find an occaſion of be- 
nefiting themſelves -þy our diſorders. They fell 
upon Rocroy, which they pretended they would 
carry immediately, and afterwards enter into the 
heart of the Kingdom. But God confounded 
their pride by the loſs of the battle, that was gi- 
yen them by Lewis of Bourbon, Prince of Conde, 
who was then called the Duke of A4uguzin ; who 
utterly defeated them ſo, that one hath not ſeen, 
that they have been able to recover themſelves 
from that time ſince, Nevertheleſs, without be- 
ing willing in the leaſt to ſteal from the glory 
of that Prince, it may be ſaid, that the ſucceſs 
was not owing but to God, For if He had. not 
taken your Majeſty into His protection, the Enc- 
my would have advanced as far as to the head of 
a Defile, which that General was to paſs in their 
light; and then they could have fallen npon his 
back, at a time, that he had been obliged, be- 
cauſe of the inconveniency of the ways, to divide 
his Army, I will yet fay much more then ſo. 

B 2 Befides 
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Beſides all thoſe difficulties, he ran a manifeſt 
danger in only giving the battle : becauſe if that 
hadbeen loſt, the Enemy had come as far as to the 
Gates of Paris. But when God ſo permits it, one 
does not think on one fide or the other, what is 
to be done : and in the mean time He knows, how 
to conduct, ſtep by ſtep, the perſon that he hath 
took into his protection. 

The happy ſucceſs of the battle of Rocroy did 
occaſion that the fear, which we had been in for 
ſome time, was ſucceded by a joy, which was ſo 
much the more ſincere, as all your ſubjets had a 
tender love for your Majeſty, and for the Queen 
your Mother; The perſecution which ſhe had 
ſuffer*a, as well as Maria de Medicis, during the 
Miniſtry of the Cardinal of Richelien, had raiſed 
a great deal of compaſſion for her : and as com- 
paſſion does not go but with an eſteem, the more 
that they ſaw her unhappy, the more they were 
wedded to her fottune. In the mean time it is to 
be obſerved, that it was not ſo in relation to Ma- 
ria de Medicix, They ſaw her depart out of the 
kingdom with a dry Eye ; and excepting her par- 
ticular ſervants and her domeſtiques, no body was 
concerned for her, Upon which there is a fine 
reflexion for all Princes to make, which is; that 
their people, even the beſt affte&ed of them, loſe 
preſently the love which they have for them, un. 
leſs they preſerve it by a conduct that is without 
reproach, Whereas ſe had given too much cre- 
dit to the Mareſchal d* Ancre and his Wife, who 
were both of them. of her own Country, to make 
her departure to be lamented : and as in France, as 
well as every where elſe, they do not. love to o- 
bey ſtrangers, the great ones complained pub- 

; lickly.,. 
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lickly, and retired themſelves from Court, upon 
the account that that Princeſs had no regard to 
their requeſts. The King himſelf, your Father, 
became jealous of their favour ; which was 
what gave way to the aflaſlinating of - that 
Mareſchal, and to the fatal end of his Wife. 
Fhis buſineſs was however very ull digeſted; 
and God be thanked, we do not ſee, that the 
reign of your Majeſty hath been defiled with 
any ſuch things. A King does never well to 
imbrue his hands in the blood of his ſubjects 
there being ways of juſtice to make them to be 
puniſhed by, when they deſerve it, At the molt, 
there is no proceeding to that, but when a ſub- 
ject is become ſo powerful, that his Maſter hath 
reaſon to fear him. Of which number was Wal. 
ftein : Inſomuch that it is an excuſe to the Empe- 
ror Ferdinand 3. that he commanded him to be 
"Murdered, Hexry the 3d. had the ſame reaſon to 
rid himſelf of the Duke of Guiſe; who was upon 
the point of uſurping his Kingdom, and cauſing 
him to be ſhut up in a Cloyſter, But oze of 
this caſe, a man is to be put into the hands 
of Juſticez not only for the love of ones own ſelf, 
but allo becauſe 1t is of conſequence to make it 
known to the people, that the party is Criminal. 
Henry the 4th, your Grandfather, did fo with 
reſpect to the Mareſchal de Biron ; and the fear 
which he might have of exciting. of Troubles 
In the kingdom, if he perceived that his deſign 
was diſcovered, did not hinder him, but he bare 
a greater regard to what he was owing to him- 
ſelf, then to all the things that could happen 
otherwiſe, "INN 
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Had the Queen, your Mother, done well, 
Sir, to have taken example by that which was 
befallen Maria de MMedicis, She would not 
have put the ſtate within two inches of its ruine, 
by the choice which ſhe made of Cardinal Maza- 
rine, to ſucceed in the /place of Richelieu. The Qua- 
lity which he had of being a ſtranger made all 
your ſubjects forget the obedience, that they owed 
to their Sovereign. , It was to no purpoſe to re- 
monſtrate to them,that he had already done great 
ſervices to the Crown; and was {till in a condition 
to do more; as being one who underſtood the 
Foreign Affairs, which is abſolutely neceſſary in a 
Miniſter, the beſt of any. They had got it in 
their heads, that thoſe reaſons were not ſo ſtrong 
as their own, They fortify'd themſelves with 
this; that He being born a ſubject to the King 
of Spain, they could never confide in him : and 
accuſing at the ſame time the Queen, your Mother, 
with being more a Spaniard then a French Wo- 
man, they ſeemed to repent themſelves of the 
compaſſion which they, had had for her. Which 
they could not do neither, but with avowing alſo, 
that the Cardinal of Ricbeliex had had reaſon to 
perſecute her : ſince all the ſufferings which ſhe 
had endured, had proceeded upon no other a 
foundation, then a ſuppoſed intelligence with the 
King her Brother. But it was enough for them, 
ſo they but ſatisfied their paſſion, they did not at 
all care at what price 1t was, that they had that 
ſatisfaction, 

It is fit, Sir, that I call all that by the name of 
Paſſion, which was done a little after the death 
of tb Kiug your Fathers ſince it 1s certain, that 
your oubj:cis did not always call their _ to 
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their aid: Which if they had done, they would. 
have: ſeen, that the Queen your Mother was not 
ſo. very much to blame, as they thought, when 
ſhe preferred to others a man, who was qualified 
to keep up the reputation which the Crown had 
acquir'd abroad ; and who knew how he was to 
proceed for to ſucceed there, For this is a thing, 
which all the world does not know, and never- 
theleſs is of a very great conſequence. My Bro- 
ther, to whom your Majeſty hath had the good- 
neſs to grant to him the Office of Secretary of State 
for the Foreign Affairs, hath taken the liberty 
many times to repreſent this to your Majeſty. 
But the Marquis of Lowwrois, who hath maxims 
that are quite oppoſite to thoſe of the great Per. 
ſonages who have preceded him in the admini- 
ſtration of the Kingdom, deſtroys in a moment 
that which they endeayoured to effeft. Though 
whether there be always reaſon for it, T do not 
know. For it ſeems to me, that.he puts nothing 
on foot, but only the forces of your Subjedts : 
and yet it was not by that woy, that the Card: 
al of Richelieu, who underſtood it at leaſt as 
much as he, raiſed a War in Germazy; made Por- 
tngal and Catalonia to reyolt z and in fine, gave 
the firſt onſet towards the abaſement of the 
Houle of Aufrig. 

The truth 1s, although the Kingdom is power- 
ful, and eſpecially ſince your Majeſty hath en- 
creaſed it at leaſt a whole third part by your 
Conqueſts, it does not look like a thing of good 
ſenſe to go to exhauſt it of all its forces. Your 
Majeſty will be much better in a condition ta 
malataina war,when you ſhall haye Princes to take 
up arms in your fayour. But in order to that, is 
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is neceſſary to treat them like Sovereigns, as they 
are ; and not to pretend, .as the Marquis of Log- 
wois does, that becauſe they are altogether infe- 
riour to your Majeſty, they ought to be looked 
upon as Slaves. ,Your Majeſty knows perhaps the 
Anſwer, which he made to the Exvoy of the Ele- 
Gor Palatine; who complained at the beginning 
of the war with Holland, that his Maſter was no 
better treated than thoſe, who had their arms in 
their hands againſt you, He told him, that a peti# 
Prince, as He was, did unhandſomly to make a 
noiſe about ſo ſmall a matter: That your Ma- 
zeſty was not to render an account to any of your 
actions; and the ſhewing of himſelf ſo punctili. 
ous, was the way to loſe the honour of your 
Friendſhip. Ef 
Theſe, Sir, are great words, and ſuch as cer. 
tainly give a noble idea of your power. But is 
not your Majeſty as well pleaſed, and would you 
not find your Accounts better in it, that they 
ſhould rather extol your Juſtice, then the poſture 
- that you are in to oppreſs your Neighbours ? 
Jt hath never been after this manner, that Empires 
have been made greater : and the Romans, who 
vaunted themſelves to be the Maſters of the 
World, had more conſideration for their Allies, 
then your Miniſter. hath for yours. If ene hath 
a mind to SybjeZ them, it is but fit to go more 
2ngeniouſly about it, The Politiques tell us of bet- 
ter ways for it then ſo. It is but to waſte them 
by a war, as they ſhall ſuffer all the inconve- 
niencies of, without ever enjoying the profit. 
Conqueſlts are not ordinarily for ſuch. ' Though 
It is very often, that ſuch do lure Conqueſts on, 
yet one quits them again upon ſome ſpe-tous pre- 
| tences 
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tences or other, As it happened in the laſt war 
in which your Majeſty hath cauſed;thoſe Con- 
queſts to be given back, which the Neighbouring 
Princes to the King of Suedex had made upon 
him. And the Emperor hath had no care to op+ 
poſe it : becauſe it is according to his intereſt, 
that thoſe Princes do not increaſe their power ; 
and ſee there the Recompence which he hath gt- 
ven them, for having taken his ſide, 

I do not know, whether what IT am a going ta 
ſay, ought to paſs for a digreſſion, notwithſtand- 
ing that it takes me from my ſubject : becauſe I 
may not find a better place for it then here ; and 
the reflexions which are to be made upon it, are 
full of as much conſequence, as thoſe which I 
have remaining, upon the choice of the Queen 
your Mother, It is ſaid, to excuſe her, that ſhe 
preferred the Cardinal Mazarine before others, 
for three reaſons. The firſt was, becauſe he un- 
derſtood the Foreign Afﬀeairs : The ſecond, becauic 
not being of the Country, he had no Relations 
which he might ſtudy to enrich : And the third, 
becauſe it was not to give ſo much jealouſie, as 
if he had been a Frenchman, who had been choſen 


| to the prejudice of others. But theſe: reaſons 


are ſo feeble, that I do not believe, that they 
ſhould make any great impreſſion upon the mind of 
your Majeſty. For, as to the firſt, it is a thing 
not) to be queſtioned, but if the Cardinal Maza- 
rine underſtood the affairs abroad, yet he was ig- 
norant of thoſe at home ; which are full as ne- 
celſary to be known as the other. Indeed the 
inconvenience of the latter is moſt obvious: 
Inaſmuch as that, which approaches the neareſt 
to the heart, is wholly of another conſequence, 
s | than 
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than that which is at a diſtance from it. Neither 
is the knovidedge of the Foreign Aﬀairs ſo diff- 
cult a thing 6 acquire : The ſituation of States 
makes the beſt part of it; and it is upon that, 

that it onght to be regulated. | 
The ſecond reaſon is no better ; and quite on 
the contrary, there are a thouſand things to re- 
ply to it. For a ſtranger takes as much care as 
another to enrich his Relations, in what Parts 
ſoever they are: beſides, that he makes them 
welcome to him, when he ſeey, himſelf to be 
ſtrongly eſtabliſhed, The three Nephews and 
the ſeven Nieces, which came preſently into 
France, are an infallible evidenceof this truth ; 
and in what family ſoever it had been, that one 
had taken a Miniſter, it was difficult to find a 
oreater number of Relations, But the greateſt 
miſchief of all that I ſee in it, is; that a ſtran> 
- ger, who does not know for ſome time whether 
his poſt is ſecure to him, tranſports continually in- 
to his own Country, wherewithal to conſolate 
himſelf in caſe: of diſgrace. He cannot neither 
be ſo affectionate, as a man who hath ſucked in 
the love of his Conntry together with his Milk. 
To winch I ſhall add, that when he is not mar- 
ry*d, nor in a capacity to be ſo, It is ſtill worſe ; 
becauſe he does nor look upon the Country, where 
he is,as an eſtabliſhment for him and his poſterity. 
The third reaſon is yet more feeble then the 
others, For when in fo great- a Kingdom as Is 
this of your Majeſty, that ſo many perſons of 
high Quality and extraordinary Merit ſhall ſee 
ſuch a place as that is, to paſs into the hands of 
a ſtranger; who is there, who hath fo little an 
opinton of himfelf, to believe, that he rather does 
nor 
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not deſerve it : and particularly in oppoſition to 
a man, with whom they have no relation, and 
whoſe manners and his' good qualities are equally 
thknown to them 3 and to whom, after all, when 
they ſhall be convinced of every thing which can 
be faid to his advantage, they do not find them- 
ſelves, by no means, diſpoſed to do him juſtice. 
T believe for my part, that the Queen your Mo- 
ther had another reaſon, than theſe that they al- 
edge : and that it was entirely, be cauſe the reſt 
of the pretenders ſerved themſelves of another 
Chanel then her own, to ſucceed in their attempt : 
and ſhe foreſaw,that their acknowledgments would 
not be to her ; and that was what ſhe hoped to 
hinder by her choice. However it is, Her Ma- 
jeſty ſoon perceived ſo many Novelties a hatching, 
that although ſhe might be wholly accuſtomed to 
them by all that had happened under the reign 
of the late King, ſhe could not forbear neverthe- 
leſs to be ſurpriſed, The beginnings did not ap- 
pear to her yet miich to be feared ; by reaſon that 
amongſt the Male. Contents, who declared them- 
ſelves, there was neither the Dake of Orleans, nor 
no Prince of the blood, as there was under the 
Miniſtry of the Cardinal of Richeliew. And yet 
this was the thing, in which ſhe was deceived the 
moſt. -Foraſmuch as popular Commotions are of- 
ten harder to appeaſe, then thoſe which are rais?d 
by ſome Great Perſon ; whom a Grace, made 
& propos, Withdraws preſently from his crimi- 
nal engagement : Whereas you muſt ſet a thou- 
ſand Springs a going, in regard to a popmlacy, 
which mutinies ; and eſpecially chen, when it is 
got into their heads to command. 


The 
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The revolr, that 1I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
of in the ſequel to your Majeſty, was of this 
number : becauſe the Parliament of Paris was 
dipt in it: Who yet now decreed the Twtelage of 
you to the Queen your Mother, with a power 
which was more Ample, than what the late King 
had given her by his declaration, But as that 
was done by the ſollicitations of the Biſhop of 
Beawvois, her Chief Almoner, who had a great 
number of relations there, and who by her had 
been made to hope for the place of Firſt Miniſter ; 
he no ſooner ſaw himſelf deceived, but not being 
able to undo what he had done, he uſed all his 
power to raiſe up Enemies againſt her. Her Ma- 
jeſty, who had a heart that was great and worthy 
of her High Birth, believed, that that was but a 
wave, which would break of it ſelf ; and that 
it was not fit, that ſhe ſhould ſo much as make a 
ſhew, that ſhe had a care of it. In the mean time, 
as ſhe had in view the grandeur of your Majeſty, 
ſhe ordered the Duke of Anguien, who after the 
battle of Rocroy had given Elbow-room to the 
Gariſon of Landrecy by cauſing ſome Caſtles 
which incommoded it to be. demoliſhed, to form 
the ſiege of Thionville, The Mareſchal Je Quebri- 
ant, who was on the other ſide of the Rhine, en- 
deayoured to amule the Enemy, to the end, that 
they ſhould nor be able to relieve that place. Yet 
Mello, who had got together the Fragments of 
the Spaniſh Army, joyned himſelf with General 
Beck, not to let it be taken without a blow. But 
the fortune of your Majeſty, ſuſtained by the va- 
lour of the Duke of Anguien, render?d their efforts 
unprofitable ; inſomuch that that Conqueſt, which 
made a noiſe among(t ſtrangers, began to render 

your 


of Monſieur Colbert 13 


your Majeſty ſo illuſtrious, that your Allies, who 
were in a fear that the death of the late King 
ſhould cauſe an alteration in your affairs, appeared 
to take freſh courage again. 

It was by your means, that the Swedes main- 
tained not only the Conqueſts which they had 
made in Germany, but that they added there yet 
others to them, The Dutcheſs of Savoy alſo 
found a means by your aſſiſtance, to retake Trim 
and Pontdeſture, which were in the poſſeſſion of 
the Spaniards. But that which put the Spautards 
into a worſe pain ſtill, was; That the Duke of 
Braganza, who had got the Crown of Portugal 
upon-his head through the ſuccour which the late 
King your Father had given him, maintained him. 
ſelf in the ſame to their vexation through the 
ſuccour again which your Majeſty continued to 
him. They were nothing the happier neither in 
Catalonia. Where the Mareſthal de 1a Motthe ran 
them a-ground in their deſigns; infomuch thar 
that Province maintain'd it ſelf againſt their 
power, which had revoltdd at the ſame time 
with Portugal, Your Majeſty beat them alfo ar 
Sea : where the Duke of Breſe, who commanded 
your Flect, went to ſeek for them as far as to the 
Port of Carthagens. Theſe Miracles are owing 
to the firſt year of your Minority : and they were 
blaſted by nothing but by the raiſing of the ſiege 
of Alexandria della Paplia, which Prince Thoms 
had enterpris'd a little unadviſedly ; and by a ſe- 
dition that aroſe in Rovergue, which was quite 
preſently diſſipated. That which is again to be 
more wonder*d at, Is this; That your Kingdom, 
which was not. very quiet, ſeemed not at all to 
promiſe events fo tavoarable: and withal you 
were 
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your Majeſty ſo illuſtrious, that your Allies, who 
were in a fear that the death of the late King 
ſhould cauſe an alteration in your affairs, appeared 
to take freſh courage again. 

It was by your means, that the Swedes main- 
tained not only the Conqueſts which they had 
made in Germany, but that they added there yet 
others to them, The Dutcheſs of Savoy alſo 
found a means by your aſliltance, to retake Trim 
and Pontdeſfture , which were in the poſſeſſion of 
the Spaniards, But that which put the Spaniards 
into a worſe pain till, was; That the Duke of 
Braganza, who had got the Crown of Portugal 
upon his head through the ſuccour which the late 
King your Father had given him, maintained him. 
ſelf in the ſame to their vexation through the 
ſuccour again which your Majeſty continued to 
him. They were nothing the happier neither in 
Catalonia. Where the Mareſthal de 1a Motthe ran 
them a-ground in their deſigns; infomuch thar 
that Province maintain'd it ſelf againſt their 
power, which had revoltdd at the ſame time 
with Portugal, Your Majeſty beat them alſo>at 
Sea : where the Duke of Breſe, who commanded 
your Fleet, went to ſeek for them as far as to the 
Port of Carthagens. Theſe Miracles are owing 
to the firſt year of your Minority : and they were 
blaſted by nothing but by the raifing of the ſiege 
of Alexandria della Paplia, which Prince Thoms 
had enterpris'd a little unadviſedly ; and by a ſe- 
dition that aroſe in Rovergue, which was quite 
preſently diſſipated. That which is again to be 
more wonder*d at, is this; That your Kingdom, 
which was not. very quiet, ſeemed not at all to 
promiſe events fo favoarable : and withal you 

were 
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were obliged to cauſe the, Duke of Beaufort to be 
Put under an Arreſt, who had conſpired againft 
your Prime Miniſter. Your ſirſt inclinations car. 
Tied you to do an examplary Juſtice upon him ; 
ſo that you gave order to the Court of Parlia- 
4 ment to examine into the matter. But as one ſees 
7 nothing that is ſo Gracious as you are, you ſoon 
cauſed them to ſurceaſe the proceedings which 
they had form'd againſt him, and contented your 
ſelf tro make him explate his crime by impriſon- 
ment. | 

The year 1644,” which followed, was not al- 
together ſo happy, at leaſt in the beginning, For 
the Army of Mareſchal de Gaebriant was defeated 
at Teuteling by the fault of thoſe under whoſe 
Command it was left after his death. For that 
General who had beſieged Rotwyl towards the end 
of the laſt year, had been wounded there with 
the ſtroke of a long Gun, of which he died in 
the place, ſome days after he had been Maſter of 
it, * Upon which occaſion your Majeſty may re- 
flect, of what conſequence a good Commander 
is to you : and that as there is nothing more rare 
than to find ſuch, you ought not only to have a 
great eſteem for them, but to engage others alſo 
to follow their example. Therefore is it not a 
ſtrange thing, to ſee the haughtineſs with which 
the Marquis of Lozvois deals with them, from the 
ficſt to the laſt, It is ſo extraordinary, that it 
diſtaſtes Men of Spirit ; inſfomuch, that 
your Majeſty would find your ſelf abandoned, 
it the love which they have for you did not pre- 
vail above their reſentments. I know well, that 
he turns things afrer another manner, when he 


explains himſelf to you. He makes you to un- 
deritand, 
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derſtand, that it is, becauſe they will not obey * 
and that without the rendring of them Pliant» 
you will never be ſerved, as you ſhould. But hE 
miſtakes his er ; and all your ſubjects have that 
affection for you, that there is not one amongſt 
them, who does not yield you, a blind obedience, 
So if he ſerves himſelf of that pretence, it is on. 
ly to cover under fo fine a Cloak the ambition 
which devours him. He is very glad to mingle ' 
his own intereſt with that of your Majeſty, Yet 
that would be highly dangerous for him under a 
King, who is leſs knowing, and leſs virtuous then 
you. For it is to poſſeſs himſelf inſenſibly of his 
Royal Authority; and there can need no more 
then ſo, to pave himſelf the way to his throne. ' 
Your Majeſty does not perhaps know, that to 
come to honours, It is better to be his crea. 
ture, than to have deſert. Thus hath hea Court, 
which is greater then yours; and all the difference 
to be obſerved betwixt them, 15s; that in the one 
we muſt do a great many meanneſſes to ſucceed 
there ; and 1n the other, it is enough, to be an 
honeſt man and of Note, 

The great affairs, which your Majeſty had 
then upon your hands, did not hinder you from 
giving ſanctuary to a Princeſs, whom Fortune 
perſecuted. The Exgliſh, who were in War with 
their King, making it already to appear by the ill 
deſigns which they had againſt him, that they 
would carry their Attempt on to the lalt extre. 
mity ; Your Majeſty ſweerned his Misfortunes in 
giving a retreat to the Queen, his Coxfort ; and 
this will not be one of the Jeaft (trokes in your 
Hiſtory : Conſidering, that compaſſion does not 
reign always in the breaſts of Princes z and that 

they 
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they hearken a great deal oftner to the Polztzquer, 
then to their duty. Though I think I may ſay 
it, and not deceive my ſelf, that thoſe Politiques 
are none of the beſt : becauſe the ſame thing 
concerns them all; and that if they did arm them. 
ſelves to puniſh rebellion, it would not be fo fre. 
quent, as it is, in all forts of States. In the 
mean time, this is to demand an impoſlible thing; 
and the praftice almoſt every where is, to ſink 
an unfortunate perſon, rather than to ſuccour 
him. 

God rewarded ſoon after upon the perſon of 
your Majeſty, an aCtion, that was ſo agreeable to 
him. You made your ſelf Maſter of Graveling, 
notwithſtanding all the obſtacles which the Spa- 
niards uſed againſt it, under the command of Ge- 
neral Picolomixi; and your Army hindering them 
that they could not relieve Germany, you ſent thi. 
ther the Duke of Anguien; who there gained the 
famous battle of Freiburgh, where your Troops 
fought three days ſucceſſively, to receive a per- 
fe victory. The fruit, that you reaped from 
the Duke's labours beſides, was the taking of Phi. 
lipsbourg, and of all the places upon the Rhine in 
thoſe parts i Together with this that you heatt- 
ned your Allies, who were 1n a great conſterna- 
tion at that which had happened at Temteling. 
The houſe of 4#ufria had her revenge in Catg- 
lovia; where ſhe beat the Mareſchal de la Morthe, 
who would have relieved Lerida, and took that 
Place, and cauſed him to raiſe the Siege of Tar- 
rafong, which he had formed to give a diverfion . 
She made her ſelf the Mifftreſs alſo of Balagmer ; 
and was in a poſture of reducing that Province 


entirely under her power, if her alfairs had been 
but 
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but as welk in Portuga/: but having loſt a great 
battle there, ſhe was obliged to march away the 
Troops 5- and this diverſion weakned her ſo very 
much, that ſhe could enter upon nothing more all . 
the Campagne, _ 

The Campagne of T:aly was not neither very 
happy to you, after divers tranſactions, in which 
the Spaniards, as well as your Majeſty, experien- 
ced ſometimes a good and ſometimes a ſcurvy 
tortune. 

Your Army was obliged to raiſe the ſiege of 
Final. But you ſucceeded better in the proſecu- 
tion of your rights at Rome ; where they endea- 
voured to give you trouble in the perſon of your 
Ambaſſadour. They were obliged in that Coun- 
C_ to have all due conſideration for the pro. 
tection, which you granted to the Duke of Parma; 
whom the Pope had diſpoſleſſed of the-Dutchy of 
Caſtro for the ſole reaſon that it was for his con« 
yenience : So that here by your Mediation you 
ſet a great many Princes at Peace, who had taken 
part in that quarrel. 

All theſe great things were not enough to take 
up your whole mind, You made work for the 
Emperor ; who endeavoured to do the ſame for 
your Allies : and ſeeing that he ſet the Daxes- in 
Arms againſt «the Swede, you . not only returned 
him like for like in raiſing the Prince of Traxſil- 
vania againſt him z but you ſent alſo an Ambaſlla- 
dor to thoſe two Crowns to hinder that theic 
differences ſhould not go on too far. And as 
you were not of an humour to give that Coun- 
{el to others, which you would not willingly fol- 
low your ſelf ;. you conſented to.tteat of a gene- 
ral pace at Myyfer, where they were begun to 
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aſſemble” with A defign to put all end to ſo great 
a work. * 

Your Mediation was received by the Northern 
Crowns in ſpite of the traverſes of the hone of 
Auſtria, who endeavoured to render it fuſpeted : 
and your Miniſters finding out a fotable way ta 
pacifie their differences *employed ' themſelves 
in it to that purpoſe, that a peace was coficluded 
betwixt them. The Swedes being; thus delivered 
of the diiquiet ; which that War had created them 
you ordered the Viſcount of Trrenne, whom you 
had ſent the year before into Germany to take 
the command of the Army of the Mareſchal Je 
Gucbrianut, to att in conſort with them, But al- 
though he was a great Commander, he was de. 
feated at Mariendal ; and 1t was not poſſible 
with the utmoſt of his power to hinder it. This 
was in the beginning ot the Campagne of the 


yezr 1545-; for which you quickly had your re- . 


 venge almoſt in all the parts, where you had Sol- 
diers. You took Reſas In Catalonia :; whither you 
had ſent the Count de Harcowre 1n the place ,of 


the Mareſchal Je 12 Motthe : whom you had put - 


under an Arreſt, not only for the faults that he 
committed the laſt Campagne; but alſo becauſe 
ro excuſe himſelf, he endeavoured to blaſt 
the reputation of your Firſt Miniſter z whom he 
accuſed to be the cauſe of the ill ſucceſs which he 
had had, by his ſuffering him to want every 
thing. But it is not juſt that one ſhould juſtifie 
himielf fo, at the coſt of another ; at leaſt unleſs 
the thing be as clear as the day. 'The Spaniards 
endeavoured ro ſuccour Roſas : but the Count de 
Harcourt having hinder'd their paſſage, while the 
Count of Pl:ſis Pralin wrought the conqueſt of it, 

they 


hin. pn AS ob ud £@ we AY X©>c R «mac ww _ ac 


Pe He ©) 1 & Fwd wa 


of Menficuy Colbert. I9 


they attempted to throw relief into it by Sea z 
where they found the tame ditticulty, upon 
the account of your Fleer, that rode Matter 
there, Your Majeſty, who takes a delight to re- 
compenſe men 'of merir, ſent the Sraff of a 
Mareſchal of France to the Count du Fl ſis after 
that conqueſt : which was followed by a defeat of 
the Spaniards in the Plain of Liorens, and the re. 
taking of Balaguer : $0 that all thele bzppy ſuc- 
ceſſes defaced the memory of the «ub:ppy, which 
had paſled in that Country the Caimpagne before. 

The Duke 'of Anguien, whom you ſent again 
this preſent year into Germany, revenged in a 
little time the Viſcount of Tur:zxe there in de- 
feating the Enemy at Nord/zugen; whilſt the Duke 
of Orleans in Flanders took the Fort of Mardike, 
and Linck,, and Bourbourg, from them. Your Ma- 
jeſty augmented thoſe Conqueſts with others 
of St. Venant, Lilers, Armentieres, and Bethuxe : and 
you cauſcd the Fortreſs of La 1ithe to be razed; 
trom whence you had a pretty deal of difficulty 
to drive away the Troops of the Duke of Lorain, 
to whom it ſerved for a retreat to commit a thou- 
{and robberies. 

If Prince Thomas had been able to maintain the 
conqueſt which he made of the City and Caſtle of 
Vigevano, he would have ſignaliz?d the glory of 
your arms 1n 7taly alſo. But it was inipoſſible for 
him to oppoſe himlelf to the great efforts there 
of the Enemy, in which they retook that place. 
The Emperor on his fide fent fo ſtrong 2n army 
upon the Rhine, that he re.conquered all the 
places, which he had loſt, except Philipsvourgh. 
Which perhaps would never have come ty pals, 
had the Duke of Anguicn been (fill at the head of 
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your Majeſties Forces; But he was fallen fick, 
and returned to Paris, The Viſcount of Tzrexne 
' In the mean time went to take Treves : Which 
your Majeſty reſtored again to its own Prince to 
whom you were pleated to be fo kind ; as to cauſe 
him to be ſet at liberty from an Impriſonment he | 
had been long under. For your Majeſty hath at 
all times been the refuge of the uniortunate; and 
it was well ſeen in the caſe of the Barberines ; to 
whom in'this ſame conjunCture you granted a re- 
treat, though all Zzrope thought them unworthy 
of it by the War which they had kindled in Italy, 
with which that Country was in danger to be 
ruined. Only it was enough for you, that they 
were perſecuted, that they ſhould enjoy the ho- 
nour of your Protection : and the Prince of Afe- 
#aco being well aſlured of the ſame, he threw him- 
ſelf into the arms of your Majeſty, and quitted 
the party of Spaix which he had ever followed 
till now. ; 
The year 1646. was likewiſe full of great oc. 
currences. Your Majeſty took, for the ſecond 
time, the Fort of Mardikez which the Enemy had 
poſſeſſed themſelves of at the end of the Cam- 
Pagne : and together with this, your taking of 
Furnes and Dunkirk ſtruck ſuch a great alarm 
throughout all Flaxders, that it believed it ſelf 
loſt without remedy, The Viſcount of Twr-nne 
on the other hand penetrated as far as into the 
heart of Germany : which let the Emperor ſee, 
that it was better for him to make a Peace, than 
to rely upon the diſcourſes of the Spaniards z who 
endeavoured to perſwade him, that your Majeſty 
would never be able to tuſtain in your Minority 


the great afjairs which you had vpon your __ 
An 
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And now your Miniſter committed a thing which 
it is not fit to pardon in him, upon the account 
that it was not in the leaſt to the advantage of 
your Majeſty, and that the intereſts of the State 


- were far leſs conſidered in it than thoſe of his 


own, He married one of his Kinſwomen to a 
Nephew of the Barberines : and this Allyance dil- 
poſing him to do every thing for them, he carried 
the War upon the borders of Tuſcany, and cauſed 
Orbitelle to be beſieged there : wherein his deſign 


was to mortifie the Great Duke, who was, as 


to the Barbariv:s, their Capital Enemy, But 
all Traly being alarmed at the Action, 
aſſiſted the Spaziards to raiſe the Siege ; who 
effected it, notwithſtanding your Fleet had 
repulſed that of the Enemy. The ſuccefs of your 
Arms at Piombino and Ports Longoxe made this loſs 
to be forgotten : But the joy which there was up- 
on that occaſion was diſturbed by the railing of 
the Siege of Lerida, in which the Count & Har- 
e#14# ſpent ſeven months in vain. 


2:11 The ProteCtion that your Majeſty had granted 
to'the Barberizes was 19 advantageous to them, 


that the Pope reſtored them to their Eſtates again, 
which had before been ſeized by his order. And the 
Cardinal of Effe was ſenſible alſo of the honour 
that you did him in embracing his Intereſts : Be- 
cauſe without that, he could not have had his {a- 
tisfaftion of the Admiral of Caftile, who took 
the liberty to inſult him in the midſt of the City 
of Rome. You were really at that time the Pro- 
tector of the Unfortunate; and you let the Vene- 
#ans lee as much, when you ſent an Ambaſlladoc 
to the Great Turk, in their favour to diſſuade him 
from the War which he pretended to bring upon 
C 3 them . 
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your Majeſties Forces : But he was fallen fick, 
and returned to Paris, The Viſcount of Tarexne 
' in the mean time went to take Treves : Which 
your Majeſty reſtored again to its own Prince to 
whom you were pleafed to be fo kind ; as to cauſe 
him to be ſet at liberty from an Impriſonment he | 
had been long under. For your Majeſty hath at 
all times been the refuge of the unfortunate; and 
it was well ſeen in the caſe of the Byrberines ; to 
whom in-this ſame conjunQure you granted a re- 
treat, though all Zzrope thought them unworthy 
of it by the War which they had kindled in Italy, 
with which that Country was in danger to be 
ruined. Only it was enough for you, that they 
were perſecuted, that they ſhould enjoy the ho- 
nour of your Protection : and the Prince of A4e- 
#aco being well aſlured of the ſame, he threw him- 
ſelf into the arms of your Majeſty, and quitted 
the party of Spaix which he had ever followed 
till now. . 
The year 1646. was likewiſe full of great oc. 
currences. Your Majeſty took, for the ſecond 
time, the Fort of Mardike; which the Enemy had 
poſſeſſed themſelves of at the end of the Cam- 
Pagne: and together with this, your taking of 
Furnes and Dunkirk ſtruck ſuch a great alarm 
throughout all Flaxders, that it believed it ſelf 
loſt without remedy, The Viſcount of Tur-nne 
on the other hand penetrated as far as into the 
heart of Germany : which let the Emperor ſee, 
that it was better for him to make a Peace, than 
to rely upon the diſcourſes of the Spaniards z who 
endeavoured to perſwade him, that your Majeſty 
would never be able to tuſtain in your Minority 


the great afjairs which you had vpon your oy 
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And now your Miniſter committed a thing which 
it is not fit to pardon in him, upon the account 
that it was not in the leaſt to the advantage of 
your Majeſty, and that the intereſts of the State 


were far leſs conſidered in it than thoſe of his 


own, He married one of his Kinlwomen to a 
Nephew of the Barberines : and this Allyance dil- 
poſing him to do every thing for them, he carried 
the War upon the borders of 7xſcany, and cauſed 
Orbitelle to be beſieged there : wherein his deſign 
was to mortifie the Great Duke, who was, as 
to the Barbarives, their Capital Enemy, Bnt 
all Ttaly being alarmed at the Action, :: 
aſſiſted the Spaziards to raiſe the Siege ; who 
effected it, notwithſtanding your Fleet had 
repulſed that of the Enemy. The ſuccefs of your 
Arms at Piombino and Ports Lonpoxe made this loſs 
to be forgotten : But the joy which There was up- 
on that occaſion was diſturbed by the railing of 
the Siege of Leridz, in which the Count & Har- 
6147 ſpent ſeven months in vain. 


7 1 The Protection that your Majeſty had granted 
to'the Barberizes was 19 advantageous to them, 


that the Pope reſtored them to their Eſtates again, 
which had before been ſeized by his order. And the 
Cardinal of Efte was ſenſible alſo of the honour 
that you did him in embracing his Intereſts : Be- 
cauſe without that, he could not have had his fa- 
tisfaction of the Admiral of Caftile, who took 
the liberty to inſult him in the midſt of the City 
of Rome. You were really at that time the Pro- 
tector of the Unfortunate; and you let the Vene- 
ans lee as much, when you ſent an Ambaſllador 
to the Great Turk in their favour to dilluade him 
from the War which he pretended to bring upon 
C 3 them . 
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them. The conſideration that he had for your 
Majzſty induced him to promiſe all things,, But 
as Intereſt carries it above promiles, when- one 
hath to do with the Barbarians, he ſoon forgot 
thoſe, when he ſaw that that Republick was nat 
in a Condition to make its defence. i” 
The year 1647, is remarkable for the {mall 
Pox, which ſeized your Majeſty and put you tn 
great danger. However we were delivered of ' 
our fears from thence : and it only ſerved to make 
the greatneſs of your Soul appear, whileſt.you 
asked Pardon for one of your Officers, whom the 
Qucen your Mother had turned out upon a-ſuſpi- 
tion ſhe had of his bringing the infection to 
your Majeſty. What a loſs had it been for Fraxce, 
if that ſickneſs had had the conſequences, as were 
apprehended ? And what a happineſs had it been 
for the Spaniards ? For thoſe, to whom, as young 
as you yet were, you diſcovered at every turn 
the weight of your arm: Whereat they were ſo 
aſtoniſhed, that they ſent into Flanders the angpli- 
Duke Leopold, in hopes that the grandeur of mis 
Birth giving him more of emulation than others 
had who had preceded him in the government 
of thoſe Provinces, he would make a better head 
againſt your Majeſty. And as he did not come 
into that Country without a good army, he re- 
took Armentires, Landrecy, and Dixmuyde. But 
you took from him Ls Baſſee and Lexs : ct which 
laſt place you loſt the Mareſchal de Gaſſion, who 
was there mertally wounded. Your Majeſty, 
v-ho had - been- upon the Frontier in Perſon 
the laſt year, was again there this; andinſpu'd 
Courage into your Soldiers, with the marks of 
your bounty, which you gave them, Yet the 
Power 


Cr COP CO CÞ(wOWS 


W Y v5 wo YU FRTy my = 


%\y WS 


_ gy WW Sv Lana 


of  Monficar Colbert. 23 


Power of the Arch:Dake hindonag you from ma- 
king any great Cao ſts there, yous Majelty had 
an occaſion to conſfolace your folf from. tic good 
ſucceſs which your Arms obcained in Germany : 
here. they obliged the Duke of Zavariz tO ace 
cept of a Neutrality, 2s the Duke of Saxony had 
doge . ſometime before : fo that. the Emperor 
weuld have concluded a peace at the fame cimey 
if; the Spaniards had not hindied him from Ir. 
Whoſe reaſons for ſo doing were. founded upon 
this, that there appeared already ſome iparks of 
thatGivil War, into which we (el} ſoon after. But 
the Eyilthat they wiſhed to us, happened to them- 
ſelves the firſt; and there aroſe a.revoirat Naples, 


which embaralled them ſtrangely. 


- Your Majeſty gathered up, al].your forces, and 
cal ſed: a good fleet, £0,be fer. out. to carxy ſucconr 
to, that. place. .Buc. the Duke of Gzifz, who had 
thrown himklf into, it, being willing co at chere 
independently of -your Majeity 5. the Cacdiual 
Mazarine, who did got Joye big, taok occalion 


from. thence to make the Fleet reLIce. again, with- 


out, furniſhing: him with any thing which was nc- 
celfary for-him. One knows not how to excuſe 


this, becauſe it was a very great faylc ro ict aa op. 


Portynity, eſcape that was to ſeaſonabls, If your 
Majelty had noc beea then pertec}jy.in your Mi- 
nority, you. had been; much better; ſerved, How- 
ever the Duke of Guiſe bore up thinzs with a 
great deal of proſperity and couraze : whillt the 
Duke of Arupuicn, who had taken the name of 
the Prince of Coxde by the death of lis father, 

beheld thoſe Laurels blaited, which ks had £a- 
thered in Flanders and Germ. aMy.1n Los lite tc - 
ceſs that he had belore Lerida, in his befieging of 
That place. C 4 
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I wiſh I could paſs over the year 1648. in fi- 
Jence. A year, which was fatal to our Monarchy, 
and in which the greateſt part of your ſabje&s 
began to fail in their obedience to you. Your 
Majeſty knows, that the pretext which they took 
up for it was the number of the taxes, that were 
put upon them. But, that the true cauſe was, 
the ambition of the Parliament ; who intended 
by that means, to enlarge their power ; begin- 
ning with a deſire to examine into every thing 
which your Majeſty did in your Cabinet : 'and 
though you forbad them to aſlemble themſelves 
upon any other occaſion than to give judgment in 
the proceſſes of your ſubjes, yet they had no re- 
gard to your commands, They gave out Arreſts 
againſt the Edits, which the neceſſity of your af- 
fairs required you to publiſh: and this caft the king- 
dom into ſuch a ſtrange conjunCture, that the 
Arch-Duke took Farnes, Ettere, and Lens. » The 
Prince of Conde, whom your Majeſty ſent againſt 
him, had taken Ypres in the beginning of the 
Campagne: and now he retook Eztere, and gave 
and won of the Arch-Duke the Battle of -Lexs. 
Which ſucceſſes added a New force to your Ma- 
jeſty ; and you ſerved your ſelf of the ſame 
to repreſs the ſedition at home. You cauſed 
the Heads of the Rebels to be taken into cuſtody, 
as they came from the Te Dexm they had ſung at 
the Church of Noftredame to give thanks to. God 
for the Victory of Zeus. But that vigorous aCti- 
on, inſtead of having the ſacceſs which you had 
reaſon to hope for from it, carried the rebellion to 
a point as became a matter of a ſurprize to you, 
The Parifians took up arms in fayour of the prix 
loners 3/ and having made Barricadves along all the 

ſtreets, 
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ſtreets, as far as within 100 paces of your Pa- 
lace, they obliged you to ſet them again at liberty. 
1 draw the Curtain over a thing ſo diſagreeable to 
you, and ſo ſhameful to the memories of them. 
if the Queen had but been believed, ſhe would 
never have conſented to it : for ſhe maintained, 
it wasto give a blemiſh to your authority, which 
was a matter of a terrible conſequence, [1 pre- 
ſume ſhe was in the right : and in reality that 
condeſcendence ſerved only to increaſe the auda- 
ciouſneſs of the faction : ſo that they did not 
make it long, before they went upon other de- 
mands anew. However it was, it did not hinder 
but the Emperor concluded a peace with your 
Majeſty : who after having gained the battle of 
Sommerbanſen, had reduced both him and thoſe 
who had taken up arms with him into ſuch a 
condition, that they were undone without that 
Peace. | 

You took a care there of the intereſts of your 
Allies, whom the Spaniards by their intrigues had 
endeavoured to divide from you. But that which 
was more fine and more remarkable, 1s, that you 
- there ſhew your ſelf a Proteor of the Catholick 
Religion, although all your Allies were Prote- 
ſtants, and that'that was enough to embroil you 
with them, The Emperor on the contrary had 
no regard but to his Intereſts ; and forgat entirely 
thoſe of Religion ; whereof he had many times 
however made a ſhew during the courſe of rhe 
War. But there is a great deal of difference be- 
twixt deeds and words : which teaches us, that 
in order not to be deceived, it is much better to 
refer our ſelyes to the one than the other, 


This 
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SET: 


{445 


'nien, It Is fit, that one ſhould not know of the 


taings which your Miniſter exa@ts of thoſe Princes 
continually, He ſays no more to them, than that 
he hath the ſtaff in bis band : And as Sove- 
reigns ate not accuſtomed to be treated 1n 
that manner, they belieye, that if they have 
&achles to avoid, they are thoſe as are preſented 
to them by ſo harſh a hand as his. | 
Your Majeſty carried agatn the War into Italy 

notwithſtanding the great affairs which. you had 
in the heart of your own State, But the "_ 
ards 


| ving: made [hg Duke of Guiſe a Priſoner, 
- Mk R qroghje of Naples, -they cauſed 
the. Duke af; Madena;to rife from before Cremone, 
which he bad Jaid digge 10, afrer he had entred 
into the intereſts of-your-Majeſty, .:.Yet they fail- 
'ed;,ip a deſigu.,vhifdighey,had upon. Morſeilles : 
where they pretended to burn::your, Shipping that 
Tas::in. the Poxt, and polleſs. themſelves of::;the 
Town; in. which they had ſeveral: Burghers, who 
were in a correſpondence with;them,.: :;Your Ma- 
jeſty, to whom | this was : of. the- higheſt. conſe- 
quence, cauſed ſuch as were of the moſt-Criminal 


of - thoſe to.; be -puniſhed, .. and-;pardoned- the 


others; to the end that by your Goodneſs they 


ſhould: be induced not to fail in the obedience 


which was due to:you. But the-continual. in» 
croachments of the Parliament being of an 1l] ex+ 
ample to thoſe who were of themſelves ill inclined, 
they loſt the reſpeCt that was due to you 1n ſeveral 
places. And the ſame was the occaſion, that the 
Dutch, whom your Majeſty after the example of 
the King your Father and of Henry the 4th of 
Glorious Memory had ſuccoured againſt the Spa- 
#iards, did now joyn themſelves with them, 
Your Majeſty for all this ſuſtained the War 
again in Catalonia with great reputation, You 
forced the Enemy to raiſe the ſiege which they 
had laid to Flix ; and you made your ſelf Maſter 
of Tortoſa, 1 the view of an Army commanded 
by ello, who was palled out of Flanders hither. 
Your glory, which would have been at the high- 
eſt. pitch but for the rebellion of your Subjects, 
increaſed It elf ſtill admirably by the victory, 
which your Fleet obtained in the Medcterran: an ;, - 
whilſt it was much infcriour to that of the finc- 


wy : 
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my': for it conſiſted but of 29 Ships ; whereas 
theirs was a fleet of 42. For this inequality did 
Kot hinder, | but-you ſunk three of them ; and if 
the night had not come in,there was reaſon to fear 
for them, that they would have loſt more. 

' - So many great affairs might have been ſafhci- 
ent to take up' your mind. But-as it is always 
bent upon ithe good of your State, you carried 
it to what -paſled alſo in Poland: where the fame 
of: your - name ſurmounted the intrigues of the 
-Spaniarar, who would have had a King elected 
'there, 'who' was in their intereſts. But chey 
'weredifappointed of their aim ; and Cafimir, who 
was the Brother of the late King, was preferred 
to him that they propoſed, for which he had all 
the obligation to your Majeſty. 
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CHAP. IL: 


An Account of what paſſed from the War of 
Paris, #o the Peace of the Pyrenees. n_ 


_ ” 


HE enterpriſes of the. Parliament increaſed 
{till every day, notwithſtanding the conti- 

nual care which your Majeſty uſed to repreſs 
them 3 it would have bcen a weakanels to dillem- 
ble them longer, which made you reſolve to pu- 
niſh them. So you withdrew out of your City 
of Paris, which was dipt in the Rebellion : and 
having retired your ſelf to Se. Germain en Laye, 
you ordered Paris to be block*d up by your Army 
out of Flanders, commanded by the Prince of 
Conde. Tis puniſhment upon them ought to 
have made the Mutineers to return to their duty 
gain: but their confidence was ſo great as well 
as their diſobedience, that after having excited 
the other Citics of the Kingdom to take their 
part, they truſted themſelves upon their own 
ſtrength to reſiſt your Majeſty. Their party 
reached up as high as to the Coadjutor, who for. 
getting his charaCter raiſed a Regiment againſt 
you, The Duke of Reavfort, who had eſcaped 
out of Priſon, was in like manner one of your 
moſt cruel Enemies. The Prince of Contz,. the 
Brother of the Prince of Conde, took up arms 
againſt your Majeſty. The Dutcheſs of Lonx- 
gueville, his Siſter, with the Duke her Husband 
iided with the Parliament ; and drew with 
her thither by her beauty the Prince of Marfilac, 
. | who 
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who was much more inflamed with that, than with 
any deſire he had to ſignalize his diſobedience to 
you. But that paſſion which:bhuds one to a de- 
gree that one does not know ones own ſelf, made 
him forget the, reſpe& which: he always had for 
your Majeſty; and.in which he ought to have been 
yet better inſtruſted chan others, becauſe he had 
an infinite deal of Wir. 

This was not the only miſchief that Love did 
to your Majeſty. The jealoufie which the Prince 
of Marfilluc had of the Husband of that Prin- 


cels, joyned with the fear that he ſhould come to 


diſcover his amour, made him that he gave him 
no quiet till he was gone into Normandy ; where 
he cauſed that Province, of which he was the 
Governor, to revolt. See how this Paſſion ſets 
the ſprings on work, which are attributed often- 
times to ambition for want of ſearching of 
them up to the head. But it is very dangerous, 
and at the ſame time vcry blameable, when ic 
makes us to fail in what we owe to our Maſter; to 
whom we are tied fo faſt, that we cannot be'un- 
faithful to him without being at the ſame time 
unfaithful to God. 

The Blockade of Paris had not all the effet 
with it, which your Majeſty expected: and though 
that great City ſuffered extraordinarily, the 
Parliament kept it in ſuch a mighty averſion to 
your Miniſter, that it dared to demand of you 
his Removal, before they would lay down their 
arms. Which infolent propoſition was accompa- 
nicd with others of the ſame nature. But as the 
reſolution of thoſe mutinous people was not an- 
ſwerable to the hopes which they had conceived 
cf giving the Law to your Majeſty, they took 

their 
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their recourſe to the Enemies of the Stafe fo pro- 
cure bread for them when they were in Want of 
it. 'For your: Troops had locked up the City fo 
cloſe, tht bread was at an exceſſive price there: 
and Wwichout d ſpeedy furcour, they were ready to 
fall info a ſtrange nectſſity. | 

Your Majeſty conld nor but be ſenſibly touched 
to obſerve npon them ſuch dreadful marks of 
their Rebellion :' and as it was a thing of a great 
conſequence to you in the ſad comjuntture that 
then was not to ſuffer an Enemy io enter into 
the Heart of your State', you made one ſtep 
which brought the Parliament-to recolle& then- 
felves. You ſent to them a Herald at arms ts 
offer them ſome propoſitions: and aſſembling 
themſelves thereupon, they thought to repair un 
{ome fort what had been done by them in re- 
turning that Herald back again without hearing 
him: Aſſhring your Majelty at the fame time, 
that the audience, which they had refuſed to give 
him, -did not proceed but from the profound re- 
ſpe&t which they had for you : becanſe it did 
not belong to them to receive ſuch a perſon, who 
was never ſent but to Sovereigns. 

This retucn to their duty afforded matter ta 
your Majeſty to exhort them to' do better for 
the future, than they had done in the time paſt ; 
and the conjunfture requiring that you ſhould 
diſſemble the enormous encroachments which they 
had made upon your authority, you gratted aa 
Amneſty to them, and to thoſe who had tajea 
part with them. © 

The Enemy did got fail of. making an advan- 
tage of theſe diforders. The Duke of Lorain, 
whom the King, *yout" Father: had driven cut of 

* Us 
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his Country for having many times deceiv'd 
him in the promiſes which he had made to hum, 
enter?d into it again with an army, and made 
himſelf the maſter of ſeveral towns. He was e- 
ven as it were ſure of retaking of Nanci : from 
whence the Marquis de ls Ferte had diverted the 
proviſions by his avarice. But that Marquis, 
who ſaw that the Duke made head thither, came 
quickly into the place z and cauſed all the Crop 
to be brought into it, which was to be had 
thereabouts, By which means he remedy'd that 
evil, which he was in danger to be the cauſe 
of : and your Majzſty as well as all other Mo- 
narchs have an occaſion to reflect from thence z 
that when a ſubjeC& prefers ſo his particular in- 
tereſt to theirs, he is not only unworthy of the 
favours which they might have a mind to do him; 
but they likewiſe are reſponſable for the evils, 
which from thence arrive to their people. For 
it is eafie to ſee, how much thoſe ſuffer by the 
authority of perſons of this nature, who ruine 
a hundred thouſand others to enrich themſelves. 
Yet this conjunure did not permit your Ma- 
jeſty to ſettle all the order therein, which you 
would have done at. another time, Beſides that 
that Marquis conducted himſelf ſo diſcreetly in 
ſome actions, that his prudence and his courage 
made his avarice in ſome ſort to be forgotten. 
The enterprizes of the Parliament did not 
yet ceaſe, although your Majeſty had had the 
goodnefs to pardon them, Yet they were not ſo 
{trange neither, as were thofe of the Parliament 
of England: who were ſich felons, as to cauſe 
their King to be beheaded, One neyer ſaw your 
Majeity in ſuch a paſſion, as when you were told 
that 
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that News. - But the great affairs, which you then 
had, hinder*d 'you from puniſhing ſo black an 
Attempt. You found your ſelf enough embaraſled 
to. oppoſe the 4rch-Duke ; who retook Tpres and 
Se. Venant, whilſt the Connt 4 Harcourt was be- 
ſieging-of Cambray. This Action did not ſuc- 
ceed well with the Cont : who having been obliged 
to- raiſe the ſiege, attack*d Conde and took it up- 
on compoſition. Afaubeuge opened its gates to 
him after that : fo that the Enemy would not 
have had overmuch to glory in, if they liad not 
carried their affairs better in Catalonia. | 

The diſtance of that Province, whither your 
Majeſty could not ſend your Troops but at a 
great charge, having not permitted you ro 
make up thoſe which had been lolt there 
in the laſt year, the Enemy poſſeſſed themſelyes 
of Conftantine, Salo, and Sirges, But the Count 
de Marcin broke their meaſures touching Barceloxa, 
which they pretended they would ſeize on in like 
manner. In Jzaly your affairs received alſo a 
conſiderable check. The Duke of Modexa, who 
had a fear that the War of Paris had put you 
our of a condition to give him the ſuccour whicti 
he ſtood in need of, abandoned your ſide : which 
was followed by the loſs of ſeveral important 
poſts, that had coſt a great deal of pains and a 
great many men. 

But it was a thing of more importance to 
your Majeſty to re-eſtabliſh a Calm in yoor own 
Kingdom, than to preſerve the Conqueſts which 
were ſo far off, For which reaſon after having 
reduced the City of Paris to their obedience, and 
provided ſufficiently for the frontier of Picardy 
againſt the threats of the Enemy, all your defigts 
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was only to reduce Provence and Guyenne, where 
there were ſeditions ariſen after the example of 
the Metropolis of that Kingdom. Your Majeſty 
brought about your deſign ſucceſsfully : and as 
you had had the good fortune to divert a ſtorm, 
which was gathering upon the frontier of Germa- 
zy, where the Viſcount of Tzrenne at the ſuſcita. 
tion of his Brother endeavoured to debauch the 
; Troops Which he commanded there z Your King- 
dom would have reſumed its former luſtre, if the 
Prince of Conde had not ſet ſo high a price upon 
the ſervices which he had done your Majelty, that 
it was impoſſible for you to fatisfie him. 

His ambition did not permit him to ſuffer with. 
out murmuring the refuſal, which you had made 
him of ſome favours. He forced others from 
you in the behalf of his relations ; who had 
notwithſtanding carried arms againſt your Ma. 
jeſty and who were more worthy in that reſpect 
of a puniſhment, than a reward. Yet prudence | 
required, that you ſhould diſlemble all theſe in- 
croachments in which it was dangerous for you 
to oppoſe him, becauſe of the credit that his 
great actions had acquired him amongſt the men 
of the Sword, The intelligence which he kept | 
up elſewhere with a certain people to whom 
they gave the name of Froxdexrs, becaule they 
declared themſelves in every thing and in every 
place againſt your Majeſty, obliged you to pro- 
cced very prudently in the juſt reſeatment that 
animated you againſt him, But your Ainifter | 
having found out a means to ſow a diſ-union a- | 
monglſt thoſe by an Jralian trick, which could 
nor have heen pardonable but becaule it ſecured | 
the liberty of your ſtate, you were rcſolyed up- | 
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on it to have that Prince Arreſted, and it was 
what was executed accordingly with a great deal 
of Policy. | ; 

Your Miniſter was in ſuch a fear in th2 meaa 
time lelt you ſhould miſs your blow, that he 
kept himſelf ready booted for to be gone the 
ſame hour, But the ſucceſs having an{wered his 
expectations, he took heart again; and then there 
was nothing more to do but to hinder the conſe- 
quences which might ariſe upon ſo bold a ſtroke: 
And your Majeſty provided againſt thoſe by doing 
two things, which were altogether neceſlary. 
The one was, to give your people an account 
of the juſt reaſons which you had to have the 
Prince to be ſecured : the other to go your ſelt 
in Perſon thither where he appeared ro have 
the moſt friends, and where by conſequence there 
was the greateſt probability of a revolt. 

What an excellent thing, Sir, is Prudence | 
Your Majeſty was accuſed preſently of being 
wanting in your -acknowledgments to a ſubject, 
who had done you ſuch great ſervices. Your” Mi. 
niſter in like manner paſled for an ingrateful 
perſon in the opinion of all your people, who 
knew that without the Prince it had been difficuls 
for him to have ſheltered himſelf from the ha- 
tred of the Parijans and the Parliament, But 
when they underſtood, that his ſervices had been 
recompenced with the Office of the Grand Maſter 
of the Houſhold4 to your Majeſty ,the governments of 
Bozrgogue, Bury, and Guyenne, and the propriety 
of the Demeſnes of Clermont, Stenay and Fammets ; 
with Pont de PArche and Diepe, which he had 
procured to be given to the Duke of Longweville z 
with Danviliers, and the government of Chni- 
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P.gne, for the Prince of Cont;; and an infinite 
Number of other favours, as well for himſelf as 
for his creatures; there was no body but trrned 
the tables, and who did not openly ſay that if 
there was any one who was ungrateful it could 
not be other than the Prince of Conde. 

The progreſs which you took firſt into Nor- 
mandy, afterwards into Borgogne, and from thence 
into Gxyenne, ſerved allo to pacifie thoſe Provin- 
ces; in which the Creatures of the Prince, ſup- 
ported by the friends of the Prince of Conti and 
the Duke of Loxgzeville whom you had likewiſe 
cauſed to be taken up, endeavoured to animate 
the people againſt your Majcſty. You did not 
judge it to the _— to go your ſelf into Berry :; 
where the danger did not appear to be ſo great 
by reaſon that that Province is locked up within 
the middle of the Kingdom, and that it could 
not admit of the ſuccours of the Spaniards who 
kept themſclves upon the 'watch at ſo many fa- 
vourable occurrences for them. You lent the 
Count of St. Agzan thither, who preſerved it in 
the obedicnce that it owed to you : but yet he 
did not find himſelf ſtrong enongh to drive the 
Mzrquis of Perſax out of Montrond, a ſtrong place 
which belonged to the Prince of Conde. 


How agreeable had it been to your Majeſty, 


if you Could have given order as ealily for 
all the other parts, for which there was any reaſon 
to fear alſo ? But how again ſhould that be 1n the 
n the midſt of fo many affairs. which burdened 
you, and under which another perſon would 
have ſunk ? The Viſcount of Twarenxe, who had 
drawn hard by the Arch-Duke, atter having 
milled of his alm, came to Srexay; where the 
loys 
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love which he took to the Dutcheſs of Loxgue- 
ville did not hinder him from deſiring to eater in- 
to the Kingdom at the head of an Army, which 
he raiſed wich the Money that the Arch-Duke 
lent him and the Jewels of his Miſtreſs which 
he- put in pawn amongſt the Jews at 14ers, 
He pretended, during this time ot diſorder and 
confuſion, to find a means to get into Sedax : 
which the Duke of Boxillox, his Brother, had given 
to the late King for ſaving of his Lite, when it 
was in - great danger upon the account that he 
had enter?d into the treaty of Madrid. So he 
drew near to that place : where he hoped that 
the remembrance of his Anceſtors would find 
friends for him. But every body kept thernſelves 
in their duty : and as it was a place well provided, 
and had a brave man in it who commanded there 
with a good Gariſon, he was obliged to turn 
his arms another way. 

If 1 may be permitted to make ſome reflexions 
upon his attempt, it ſeems to me that it was very 


ill founded :; or at leaſt, that the inhabitants of 


that City would have choſen but ill, to prefer the 
government of his Houſe before that of your 
Majeſty. ' For really it is an unhappineſs for peo- 
Ple to be under the obedience of ſmall Princes : 
who not being in a condition upon their own 
power to ſecure their fortune, are under a con- 
tinual obligation to have recourſe to the power 
of others. By which means thoſe who are ſub- 
ject to them find themſelves expoſed without in- 
terruption to the miſeries of War : as if they 
ſhould ſeem to be made for nothing, but to be 
a prey to the one and the other. Whereas one 
13 out of all fear, when one is under the govern- 
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ment of a great King: who if there ariſes any 
ſtorm, makes no delay to diſſipate it. 

It was not only your frontier of Champagne 
which was threatned, but that of Picardy tound 
the fame alſo. The Spaniards appeared there 
with an army .: and having made themſelves Ma- 
ſters of Catclet and 1a Chapelle, they attempted 
Gviſe ; upon which they thought it . convenient: 
not to loſe time, becanſe they were willing to 
joyn the Arch Duke. and the Viſcount of Twureune 
who were enter*d into Champagne. The Viſcount 
of Turenne, who knew already the beſt way 
to take, advanced as far as to la Ferte Miloy 
with a deſign to come and reſcue the Prince of 
Conde who was at Vincennes, But your Majeſty 
having broken his meaſures by ordering that Prince 
to be removed to Marcouſts, and from thence to 
Havre de Grace, he was obliged to go and rejoyn 
the Arch Duke who had poſleſſed himſelf of 
Rbetxel and ſome other places. LO 

Champagne groaning under the Tyranny of the 
Spaniards, who put every thing there to fire and 
{word,took up arms and ſtrengthned the forces of 
Mareſchal 4# P/:ſis whom your Majeſty had ſent 
to have a care of that frontier. With this ſuc. 
cour he believed he was able to retake Rhetel : 
and having laid ſiege to it, the Arch-Duke reſolved 
to make him raiſe it again. This was a deciding 
Caf for your Majeſty: to whom the defeat of 
your army had been of a ſtrange conſequence. 
Nevertheleſs it being impoſſible for you any lon- 
ger to Tee the Enemy in the heart of your ſtate, 
you ſent the Cardinal Mazarine to that Mareſchal 
fo order, according to the information which he 
Mould give himſelf of your forces, either a = 
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tle or a retreat, The fear which was natural to 
him fo long as there was any danger, made him 
to be of an opinion at firſt that it was good to 
hazard nothing. But the Mareſchal du Pleſſs let- 
ting him {ce the conſequences which would be of 
giving ſuch a teſtimony of weakneſs, the fight 
was reiolved upon in a Council of War in the 
preſence of that Miniſter. 

So the Mareſchal 4 Pleſis having raiſed the 
Siege of Rhetel, marched towards the Enemy ; 
who bad juſt augmented their Troops with the 
conjunction of thoſe of the Duke of Lorain. The 
fight was rude and obſtinate on one fide and the 
other. But God gave you 1n it a Victory fo en- 
tire, that the Viſcount of Tzreaxe was obliged to 
fly with 17 perſons with him, abandoned by 
all his Troops: For the Arch.Duke was run a- 
way the firſt, and had left him alone to clear up 
the buſineſs, It wanted but a little, or -he had 
been taken in the long retreat which he had to 
make, and in which he was purſued briskly, But 
having defended his life and his liberty at the 
expence of thoſe who had attack'd him, he 
made his eſcape to, Barge Duc : where they ima» 
gined to ſee him as he was coming that he was 
cut in ſeveral places, he was ſo covered with 
blood : But it was found, that it was but the blood 
ne your faithful ſubjects which had ſpurted upon 

im. 

Your Majeſty received the News of this Vito. 
Ty with a joy not to be expreſſed. And having 
{ent the ſtaff of a Mareſchal of France to the Mar- 
qQuilles of . d* 4umont, d* Hoquineourt, and Ia Ferte, 
who had extreamly diſtiaguiſhed themſelves in that 
aght, it was an occaſion of exciting others to 
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follow their example. There is nothing which 
animates more your Gentry, than the honours 
which you give them: and the French are made 
of that temper, that they will ſacrifice a thouſand 
lives, if they had them, for the ſervice of their 
King, when they have a gocd word from him or 
that he advances them to ſome dignity. 

This is alſo the reaſon why your Majeſty is fo 
beloved by your Subjects, You, who have the 
ſecret, even in refuſing, to make, that one ſhall 
be obliged by you in the manner that you refuſe. 
For a Prince 1s not only to have the faculty to 
cauſe himſelf to be feared, but alſothat of making 
himſelf to be loved. Indeed fear without love de- 
generates ſoon into defiance : being apt to lead 
one to apprehend, whether he who is to be both a 
Father and a Maſter all in one may not become 
a Tyrant: and this ſuſpition is ſo dangerous to 
impreſs, that there is nothing that a King ought 
not to do rather than he ſhould eyer create it 
amongſt his people, 

If the party which the Prince of Conde had in 
France did ſo much prejudice to your Majeſty up- 
on the Frontiers of Picaygfy. and Champagne, they 
yet did you more in 1raly : where it was impoſſi- 
ble tor you to relieve Piombino and Porzolongone, 
which by that means fell again under the power 
of Spain, Your Majeſty, to whom the conſerva- 
tion of Catalonia was of a greater. importance, 
ſent thither the Duke of Mercaur,: who ſeized 
upon the Count of Marcin, a Creature of the 
Prince of Conde; and one whodid hisutmoſt endea- 
vour todebauch the Troops which you had in that 
Country. This precaution ſaved Barcelona, with 
which the Enemy entertained ſome correſpon- 
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dence, having it much at their hearts to recover 
that place. But as the Dnke of Mercer was no 
greatCaptain,and that on the other ſide the ſtate of 
your affairs did not permit you to give him any 
great ſuccour, every thing languiſhed in that 
Country and your reputation began there to fall 
away mightily. 

One cannot however impute the ill choice to 
your Majeſty, which had been made of that Ge- 
neral, It was an intrigue of Court, that ob- 
liged you to prefer him to a many other 
more experienced Soldiers. And your Miniſter 
being become friends 2gain with the Duke of 
Beaufort, whoſe eldeſt Son that General was, it 
was fitting for him to do his ſhare of thoſe fa- 
vours which they had agreed on by that reconct- 
liation. Beſides which, the Cardinal Mazarine 
thought of getting him to marry one of his Nieces : 
and 'upon that account he choſe much rather to 
advance him than another. Your Majeſty was as 
yet too young to apprehend the- prejudice which 
you received from hence: and how dangerous a 
thing it is, when a Miniſter prefers his own in- 
tereſts ſo to thoſe of his Maſter. But thanks 
be to God, your Eyes needed no long time to be 
opened upon ſo nice a ſubject : and never any 
Prince hath known better than you, how to give 
to perſons the employs that are proper for them. 

This was not the only fault which the Cardinal 
Mazarine did, The deſire that he had to be the 
only al-powerful perſon in the Kingdom, made 
him ſeek to amuſe thoſe that he had to do with 
In order to deſtroy the Prince of Conde. The 
Biſhop of Langres, a favourite of the Duke of 
Orleans, not. being ſuffered to know upon what 
account 
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account it was that the Prince had been taken up, 
would neyer forgive him it from that time {ince, 
But joyning himſelf with others who eavied the 
fortune of that Miniſter, they enter'd into 1n- 
trigues to deſtroy him. 

The Parliament, who were willing by all ſort 
of force to enicreaſe their authority and were 
perſuaded that your Minority was the proper 
time for ſo doing, enter'd upon it. So they held 
ſeveral Counſels upon that ſubject : in which it 
was reſolved to demand of your Majeſty the in- 
lIargement of the Prince of Conde and his Bro- 
thers, with the expulſion of Cardinal Magarine. 
Your Majeſty oppoſed your ſelf againſt this with 
2 reſolution which was worthy of your great 


heart. But the Duke of Orleazs, your Uncle be- - 


ing at the head of thoſe who ſought the deltru- 
Ction of that Miniſter, and all the orders of the 
Kingdom appearing to be of the ſame ſentiment, 
you were obliged in Policy to yield to them, 
though in your mind you could not approve of it, 
Cardinal Mazarine ſeeing that he was for. 
ced to be gone out of the Kingdom, was willing 
to make a compliment to the Prince of Conde of 
his enlargement; He went to wait upon him at 
Havre de Grace : and brought him a Letter under 
the Signet, which was antedated to that, that they 
had been obliged to expedite before for his de- 
parture. The Prince, who by Perraut the Comp- 
troller of his houſe, (who had had the permiſſion 
to go to ſee him under the pretence of a laſt 
will of the Princeſs his Mother) was informed 
what Wheels there were ſet on work to get him 
out of priſon, attributed to thoſe the Civility 
which the Cardinal ſhew in coming to tell _ 
tne 
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the good news himſelf, But had he not been in- 
clined to do fo, yet it had been impoſlible for 
him not to have ſuſpected as much at all the pro. 
teſtations which the Cardinal made of iriendſhip 
to him, and the ſubmittances that he uſed in ask- 
ing for himſelf the friendſhip of the Prince, 

The Prince of Conde fell into no paſſion at all 
with him ; whether it was that he judged him not 
to be worth his anger, or that the joy that he 
had to ſee himſelf at liberty ſweetned the reſent- 
ments which he had of his confinement. Car- 
dinal Mazarine retired to the houſe of the, 
Eleftor of Cologne : Whileſt the Prince came again 
to Paris ; where he was received as. it were 1n 
triumph, though they had made bonefires there 
too throughout all the City at the time that he 
was taken into cuſtody. But the inconſtancy of 
the people hath been always fuch, unleſs one 
knows how to fix. them by an eſteem in which one 
never gives them occaſion to bely themſelves. For 
at the moment that one goes afide either to theright 
hand or the left, they return again immediately 
to their inclination. ' And fo the Prince who had 
been adored by this people, whileſt he fought 
with ſo much reputation againſt the Enemies of 
your ſtate, had loſt their favours no leſs then 
when he took.up arms againſt Paris. In which 
however they neither were juſt themſelves, nei- 
ther did they do juſtice to the Prince : becauſe all 
that he had aClted was in obedience to the orders 
of your Majeſty in puniſhing of their felony, 
which was ſo great, that they deſerved to be no 
otherwiſe treated, than as the crueleſt of your 
Enemies + | 


The 
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The Parliament paſled divers Arrefts againſt 


k 
| 


your Miniſter, without conſulting in any manner |! 


your Majeſty. They cauſed a publick fale to | 
be made of his Library. They ſet a price upon } 


his head; and did a thouſand other things of that 


kind, which your Majeſty in prudence difſembled; | 


becauſe it had been a mighty error to ſtand a- 
vainſt a torrent which was no leſs furions than 
thoſe are, which we ſee fall from the Mountains 
with ſuch rapidity.” . 

Your Majeſty pardoned in the mean time the 
Viſcount of Tarenne ; who having acknowledged 
his fault, came to beg it of you. The Prince of 
Conde found himſelf very ſtrong after this. But 
the overſight which your Miniſter had committed 
in not keeping his word with thoſe who had been 
of the ſide with him for the ſecuring of that 
Prince, not being an example that was powerful 
enough to hinder the Prince from falling into the 
ſame error, he began to deſpiſe his friends. The 
Viſcount of Twurexne was one of thoſe who had 
the experience of it the firſt, For having deſired 
him to give order for good Winter Quarters for 
ſome Troops which belonged as it were to him, 
though your Majeſty paid them, the Prince took 
no notice of what he ſaid. He underſtood alſo, 
that the Prince rallied him upon the love which 
he had taken to his Siſter ; and that he made a 
mirth of it amongſt thoſe who were the moſt in 


| 
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her favour ; Which touched him to the quick. !' 


So that he cameand waited upon the Queen your 


= 


Mother, and promiſed her, that nothing in the + 
world ſhould be able ta make him fall again into | 


the error which he had committed : that for the 
future he would do eyery thing which was conve- 
| nient 
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nient to deface the memory of it : and that her 
Majeſty might depend upon his fidelity. 

He faid as much to you too, and obliged the 

Duke of Boxillou, his Brother, to make the ſame 
proteſtation to you: Which example ſhews us, 
how dangerous a thing raillery is, and to what it 
tranſports a bigh ſpirit : but that this reflex1- 
on is impertinent to your Majeſty, who ne- 
yer ſpeaks an ill thing of any body ; and when 
you make mention of your greateſt Enemies, it is 
by the way of the good that you know of them. 
One muſt not neither preſume to ſlander any per- 
ſon before you: in which your Majeſty is very much 
in the right : becauſe it is almoſt the ſame thing 
to make a ſlander, and to approve of it, 
+ The Prince of Conde committed another er- 
ror which was conſiderable. He had promiied 
the Duke of Beaufort, the Dutcheſs of Chepreuſe, 
and the Coadjutor, that for ſecurity that their in- 
tereſts ſhould be the ſame for the time to come, 
the Prince of Coxti ſhould marry the Davghter of 
that Dutcheſs. This promiſe which he had made 
in the time that he was in Priſon, not being 
thought ſufficient by the Dutcheſs becauſe it might 
ſeem to be forced, ſhe went to wait upon him and 
acquitted him of it. But he told her, that if it 
was but only for the civility which ſhe uſed, he 
deſired the thing ſhuuld be done. So by this 
he was doubly obliged. But as his Temper car- 
ried him not to be dependant on any body, he nei- 
ther remember'd himſelf ſoon atter any more of 
that obligation, nor even did the lealt civility to 
bring ihiwſelf well off 

ln the mean time your Majeſty, who could 
not appiove that they had forced you to part 

with 
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with your Miniſter, ſet every thing on foot to 
make him to return again handſomely, and with- 
out occaſioning of any troubles in your Kingdom. 
But the averſion which they had to him, joyned 
with the Arreſts that they had palled for the ex. 
cluding of all ſtrangers 'from the Miniſtry, was 
what would have made that thing diſhicult, though 
there had been nothing of the unhappy conduct of 
the Prince, which encreaſed rather than diminiſhed. 
For being preſſed by the Prince of Cont; who was 
inflamed for Mademoiſelle de Chevrenſe, to conſent 
to his marriage, he told him, that he would do 
nothing in it; and he was not willing that he 
ſhould fair any better with the Coadjator, or the 
Marquiſles of Laicques and Cammartin. 

Thoſe three perſons ſaw Her often; and 
there was no need of any thing more from the 
Prince of Coxts: to make her believe that what 
he faid was true, He retired himſelf from her 
the ſame hour: doing violence to his love, and 
declaring de bonne foi to all the world, that he was 
much obliged ro the Prince his Brother, for ha- 
ving held him-back from a precipice Into which 
he was a going to throw himſelf. Which expreſ- 
ſion being reported again to Madam de Chevreuſe, 
and to thofe who were concerned to eſpouſe her 
intereſt, it contribated more towards the return 
of your Miniſter than all that your Majeſty had 
been able to do, $o true it is, that fortune fur. 
niſhes us with chances beyond our expeCtation, 
and thar thoſe carry it above all the prudeace of 
men in the World. The Dutcheſs of Chevreuſe, 
whoſe Cabal was ſtrong, offer'd to your Majeſty 
to employ her friends to facilitate the return of 
your Miniſter, Ia the mean time as you was 
enter'd 
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enter*d upon your fourteenth year, you was de- 
clared of age; and went 1n perſon to the Parlia- 
ment to have that declaration to be regiſterd 
there. You carried at the ſame time with you 
two Edits : which will ſerve as teſtimonies to 
Poſterity © your devotion towards God, and 
your love owards your People, The firſt was a- 
2ainſt the Blaſpbemers of bis holy Name: the 0. 
ther againſt Dxels ; which you ſwore you would 
cauſe to be executed ſo punCtually, that to the end 
that one ſhould not importune you upon that 
ſubjeft you took the Holy Goſpels to witneſs, 
that you would never recede from your Oath. 

Neither did you do in this as a great many 
to whom there needs no more than the ſpace 
of a few days to make them loſe the remembrance 
of their promiſes. For ten or twelve years aiter, 
ſome perſons of the greateſt honour amongſt your 
Gentry. having gone contrary to that Edit, you 
would: have made them have ſerved as an exam- 
ple to others, if they had not taken their courſes 
to get out of the Kingdom. And that which is 
to be obſerved farther upon it, is; that the Pope 
intreated you for them, and would have abſolved 
you from your Oath, And yet the tenderneſs of 
your Conſcience did not giye you leave to grant 
him what he deſir?d of you : Becauſe you believed 
that if they could ſo find a means of obtaining 
their pardon with you, it would be to encourage 
that diſcrder which you propoſed to expel with 
all your force : and you would not beſides, that it 
ſhould be ſaid, that recommendations had a greater 
power over you than juſtice. 

Your Majeſty, who could not endure that your 
people ſhould give you the Law in the affair of | 
your 
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Miniſter, withdrew your ſelf out of Paris the ſe. 
cond time. The Duke of Orleans your Uncle, 
whom the Biſhop of Langres turned at all times 
to' his humour, would not follow you no 
more than the Princez from whom he conceived 
ſome days after a Panick, fear, that he ſhould be 
taken into cuſtody, So he went out of the City : 
and being gone to his houſe of Sr. aur, you 
did as much as you could to cure him of his jea- 
loufie. But as when one knows ones ſelf guilty, 
one neyer thinks ones ſelf ſecure from puniſhment, 
he kept the Country and retired preſently after 
to Montrond, The Prince of Conti, the Prince of 
Marſfillac, and ſome others withdrew at the ſame 
time into Guyexe : and the Duke of Rochefoncaut 
having excited ſome troubles in Poifox, you had 
thoſe two Provinces to reduce as well as the City 
of Paris, which declared it ſelf openly againſt your 
Majeſty. 

The pretence for' all theſe reyolts, was, that 
you would have the Cardinal Mazarine to come 
again in prejudice to your word, which you 
had paſſed to the contrary. But as the greateſt 
part of the Chiefs of that Faction were in agi- 
tation with you to conſent to his return, upon 
the conſideration of certain favours, one 
could not make you believe any thing upon that 
{ubjeCt ; and you ſaw well, that Ambition had a 
greater ſhare in their diſobedience, than the ha- 
tred which they bore to your Miniſter. 

It was ecaſie for the Spaniards to do their buſi- 
neſs during ſuch a time as this : ſo that they re- 
took the greateſt part of the places which you 
had ever conquered ſince your coming to the 
Crown. But your Majeſty, who judged that the 
CON- 
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conſervation ef your Kingdom was of a greater 
conſequence to you than all the reſt, ran to the 
part that was the moſt preſſed, and went your 
Fol -into PoiGor 3 after you had reduced Berry in 
perſon, where the Prince of Conde had excited 
ſome troubles. In the mean time you declared 
that Prince an Enemy of your State, and a par- 
turbator of the publick repoſe, together with 
all his adherents. Yet this did not make any per- 
ſon to return to their Duty ; and your Authority 
was fo light ſet by, that the Parliament was two 
entire Months before they would record the de- 
claration ; although their intereſts appeared dit- 
ferent from thoſe of the Prince, with whom they 
aCted in concert nothing. 

The moſt powerful Cabal, which ranged them- 
ſelves on the ſide of your Majeſty, was that of 
the Duke of Vendoſme, and the Coadjutor. But it 
was convenient that you ſhould buy them both ; 
and that was not done but by giving to the one 
the Office of Admiral of France, and in promiling 
to the other your nomination for a Cardinals Hat 
at the firſt promotion which followed. And 
yet you believed that thoſe favours, as great as 
they were, were nothing in compariſon of the 
ſervices which they were able to do you in ſo nice 
a conjuncture; eſpecially with relation to Paris, 
which did not declare themſelves as yet for the 
Prince of Conde, and where thoſe two had a great 
many friends. 

Your preſence in PoiGox diſſipated the rebellion 
which was raiſed there. The capital City of that 
Province opened its Gates to. you, and the Car 
dinal Mazarize being come hither to wait upoa 
you with ſome Troops that he had gathered in 

E Germany: 


5O The Political Laft Teſtament 


Germany, you raiſed the ſiege of Coguae Which 
was begun by the Rebels. You drove them alſo 
out of ſome Poſts which they had taken, and 
you ſtreightned them within Bowrdeaux : - which 
you did not find your ſelf in a condition to reduce 
by force, by reaſon the Prince of Conde who 
was come thither in perſon, had warmed the-fpi- 
rits of thoſe in his own fayour, who. appeared 
to be diſpoſed to ſubmit themſelves to your 
Majeſty. | (3- f:o} 

In the mean time, Paris, which: you kept at 
your heart more than all the reſt, ſeeing:the re- 


turn of Cardinal Mazarine, enter*d: openly into 


the intereſts of the Prince of Conde. FheDuyke 
of Orleans in like manner aCted againſt your Ma- 
jeſty; although he had made it- to be ſaid to 
you ſeyeral times, that you were not to ſuſpe& 
him for his living at a diſtance from the Courg. 
But how could he ſo clear himſelf-? He who had 
all his life hearkned to evil Counſels, and who 
had always with him the Biſhop of Zaxgres, who 
was outragious to ſee that the CardinaPs' Hat 
which had been many times promiſed to him. had 
miſſed him ? Mademoiſelle Je Montpenfier too, who 
had a longing to bemarried, feeding her ſelf with 
the hopes which the Prince gave her that ſhe 
ſhould marry his Son, ſpoke for him to her Fa- 
ther ; without making a reflexion, that ſhe might 
well have been the mother of the Prince, which 
he propoſed te her. 

Amongſt ſo many declared Enemies, there 
crept alſo in ſome ſecret ones, which your Majeſty 
did not ſuſpect; and which quite on the contrary 
you had reaſon to account in the number of your 
rzoſt AﬀeCtionate Subjects, The Duke of Beau- 
fort 


| 
| 
] 


or> © by OL TY 1 OÞ. (hed ir ht 


QA MmOTaoO7T 


© © 


O Arm 


bo 


IC 


of Monfiew Colbert. vi 
fort was for ſome time of this number : notwith- 
ſtanding the favours which you had granted him 
both for. himſelf and his family. Till being weary 
of ferving himfelf of the Foxes skin, he took 
npon him that of the Lyon: inſomuch that he 
put himſelf, into the field againſt your Majeſty. 
The Coadjutor did not declare himſelf ſo formally : 
but the vexation which he had at the return of 
Cardinal Mazarine in putting him beſide the am. 
bition that he had to poſleſs his place, made him 
make ſeveral intrigues underhand to deltroy him ; 
although he knew that it was diſagreeable to you. 
The jealouſie which there was betwixt the Duke 
of Beaufort and the Duke of Nemonrs, who were 
both of them to command joyntly the ſame army, 
gave an occaſion to your Majeſty to draw near to 
them to take the advantages of their diCunion. 
But the Prinee of Conde prevented you by tra- 
verſing in ixcognito all the Provinces beyond the 
Loyre ;, and putting himſelf at the head of that 
army, where his preſence ſhould re-eſtabliſh a 

ood underſtanding betwixt thoſe two Dukes: 

cauſe their Diſunion aroſe only from the Am- 
bition which they had to command, with an ex- 
cluſion the one of the other. Your Majeſty did 
what you could to intercept him in ſo long a 
march as this was : and in which he had ſo many 
Rivers to paſs. You cauſed the Fords to be 
guarded, and ſent a number of Parties into the 
Field ; which was all the precaution that could 
be taken, But as there is no ſecurity againſt the 
unfaithfulneſs of a man to his truſt, 3uſſy Rabutir; 
gave him a paſſage which brought kim to his 
army, which lay at that time hard by Chattillon 
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YourMajeſty, whodid not preſently know by what 
manner it was that he had eſcaped you, thought 
Lo repair that caſt by a battle, in which you pro- 
miſed your ſelf the advantage. The two Armies 
engaged each other near to Blexeax : where the 
Avant-guard of yours, commanded by the Ma- 
reſchal PHoquincourt, was treated ſo ill, that if 
the Viſcount of Twurenne had not come. in to your 
ſuccour, your Majeſty who 'was at Gergeaw, had 
run the riſque to be taken : only his experience 
having made him to put a defile before you, he 
defended the ſame with ſo much bravery till the 
coming in of the Night, that the Prince who pro- 
miſed himſelf an entire victory if he could but 
have paſſed that place, was obliged to content 
himſelf with . ſuch advantages as he had gained 
already. | 

Your Majeſty was happy that. that Prince had 
at that time an itch to go' to ſhew himſelt at 
Paris : where he imagined, that this new ray 'of 
glory would! make him receive a ſort of a Tri- 
umph. It is true, Ambition- was not the very 
only cauſe of that journey 3 and that Love 
had a great part in it: ' for he had given his 
Heart to the Dutcheſs of Chaſtillon, and the de- 
lire which he had to ſee her made him that he 
regiected the advantages which he might have uſed 
of his victory. This is a fault which great Prihces 
are generally guilty of; and it is as a miracle if 
ever they can overcome their Love, The Prince 
of Ccade is not the only perſon who hath acted 
{ſo : and your Majeſty knows it as well as I, that 
{irce him there hath been a Prince whole reputa- 
rion is ſtill greater than his, who is fallen into 
the ſame error; However, it is poſlible one _ 
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be in love, and yet do ones duty too. For as ditti- 
cult as that is, it is but to bear it in ones mind, 
that every body hath their Eyes turned upon what 
one does ; and that nothing eſcapes them, with- 
out their ſeeing into it. For then a Prince, who 
hath a little care of his honour, will not give an 
Enemy ſuch an advantage over him; and will 
chuſe rather to overcome himſelf for a time, than 
to bring the leaſt ſtain upon his reputation, Be- 
ſides, that an opportunity once Iolt is not eatily 
recovered again: from whence we mult conclude, 
that when we may do a thing, we are never to 
Put it off till to morrow. 

The Abſence of the Prince of Code gave an 
opportunity to your Majeſty to put your army at 
its caſe again in ſuch a manner, that in a little 
time after they were in a poſture to make them- 
ſelves to be feared, The Duke of Orleans, your 
Uncle, who had altogether declared himſelf a- 
gainſt you, fearing he ſhould be ovyer-powered, 
had recourſe to the Duke of Lorain his Brother 
in Law, to deſire him to come to his ſuccour : 
and the Spaniards, to whom that Duke eyery year 
let out his Troops, having conſented thereunto, 
heenter'd into Fraxce and took the way of Ejtam- 
pes, which was then beſieged by the Viſcount of 
Turenne, The Place was worth nothing it ſelf: 
but as it was defended by a good Gariſon, it 
held out longer than it was expeted. So that 
the Duke of Lorain might have arriv'd time enovgh 
to relieve it, which was foine trouble to your 
Majeſty, but that he did not degenerate on thac 
occaſion from* his ordin5ry homour; and bzin: 
more accuſtomed ro Piila2e than to Fight, © 
matched by ſuch liule jonracys, that the place 
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was taken before eyer he came within the fight 
of it, 

The Viſcount of Txrenne - marched againſt 
him to oblige him to a battle, ex depit qu'il 
ex ext ; which made him alter his courſe to 
repaſs the Seine. He fix'd his Camp at 7ile- 
neuve St. Georges, where he could not be forced 
to fight without a great diſadvantage. He ra- 
vaged in the mean time all Iz Brze, as well as the 
flat Country which is about Paris : which drew 
upon him the curſes of the Parifians; who had 
flattered themſelves that he was not come to plun- 
der them, but to ſuccour them, And yet all 
the complaints that they made of it being to 
no purpoſe, your Majeſty, who was as much con» 
cerned for it as they, becauſe he could not ruine 
them but you muſt be ſenſible of it at the ſame 
time, endeavoured to preyail with him ſo as he 
ſhould forbear that courſe, There was a proba- 
bility of your ſucceeding with him in this, be- 
cauſe you had wherewithal to tempt him 3 ſo long 
as you held his Country in your hands, and of- 
fered to reſtore it again to him upon reaſonable 
terms. But he choſe rather to embrace the ready 
Money, than the offers which were ſo much to 
his advantage : and your Majeſty having granted 
him a ſafe ConduG, he went out of the Kingdom 
to the great aſtoniſhment of thoſe who had call'd 
him in, Your Majeſty was no leſs extreamly ſur. 
prized at it, upon the account that you did not 
believe that a Prince of his birth was capable of 
aCting by ſuch a vile intereſt, But the AﬀeRti. 
on which he bore to the Children which he had 
by the Princeſs of Cantecroix, took away from 
him all other deſires than that of amaſſing of 
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Money : and ſince he could not call them to the 
Succeflion in Lorazy for two reaſons 3 the one, 
becanſe that Country did not belong to him by 
his own head, but by that of his Wife z the other, 
becauſe they had been born to him during his mar- 
riage, and upon that account were inc2pable of 
ſucceeding him ; he was willing to give them in 
their hands wherewithal to conſolate them, that 
he was not able to do more for them, 

The King of Eg/and, an unfortunate Son of a 
yet more unfortunate Father, who was come to 
deſire a retreat and ſome ſuccour with your Ma- 
jeſty, ſerved you intirely well in that treaty : which 
diſquieted you very-much till it was done: be- 
cauſe if the Duke of Lorain had been ſo minded, 
he might have given trouble to the Viſcount of 
Teurenne, who you believed was in great danger 
for ſome time, upon the occaſion of his being aps 
proached too near to him. However he got out 
of that matter happily, by a conduct which was 
very ingenious, and which acquir*'d him a great 
deal of honour amongſt the Enemy; as well as 
amongſt his own men. 

Your Majeſty being come to the end of fo nice 
a bulineſs, gave no reſpite to the Rebels : but 
going in perſon to your army, you encourage 
them ſo well, that the Prince of Coxde faw hin. 
ſelf together with his Troops at the point of 
falling into your hands, For you followed him 
ſo ſmartly, that he was obliged to poſſe himſ1” 
of the bridge of Sz. Clord, by the means whereo! 
he thought to avoid the battle, But your Ma. 
jelty having cauſed a Bridge to be made oyer the 
Seine, aS he ſaw himſelf at the point to be ar- 
rack*d in front and rear, he drew nearer towar:'s 
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Paris, which he had coaſted along to endeayour 
to gain Charexton. The Viſcount of Tareane, who 
obſerved him, was upon his heels ; and began to 
charge his Arrier Guard about the gate di Temple, 
and the gate Sz, Martin, This obliged him to 
preſs forward his march ; and being come up to 
the height of the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, he ſerved ' 
himſelf of ſome retrenchmeats there, which chance | 
offered to him, and which had been made tro de. : 
fend the place from the plunder of the Troops 
of the Duke of Lorain. 

There he lodged his Infantry with more order 
than the ſhortneſs of the time did ſeem to give 
him leave : and drawing his Cavalry in, he ſent 
the Duke of Beaufort into the City to endeavour 
to pet a retreat there for his Carriages; and to 
make them declare entirely for him, But the 
fear which the Parifians had of being pillaged, 
made them that they ſhut their Gates, and ſet a 
good guard thereto, The Prince of Conde ſeeing 
this, diſpoſed his Carriages along the Ditch 3 
and cauſed the houſes to be bored through, to 
ſee in what manner your Troops advanced theme - 
ſelves. | 

Your Majeſty paſted your ſelf at Mexil- Montant 
to ſee that Attack; which had yielded a pleaſure 
to your great heart, if you had been to fight a- 
gainſt your Enemies, and not againſt your Sub- 
jects. It was a Vigorows one; and yeur Troops 
having forced the retrenchments, the Viſcount of 
Turenne ordered his Cannon to advance by the 
way which 1s called at this day the Throxze ; be- 
cauſe there was a throne raiſed there to receive 
your Majeſty, at the time when you made your 
Entrance into this City after your Marriage. The 
Prince 
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Prince of Code did all he was able to ſuſtain the 
efforts of your men z who were animated by your 
preſence to work miracles. But God, who would 
not ſuffer that the Rebellion ſhould laſt any longer, 
gave you to obtain a perfeCt Victory : infomuch 
that the Prince of Conde had been irrecoverably 
undone, if Paris had not opened its gates to him. 
He there ſaved his Troops, which were af- 
frighted at the vigour of yours; and from which 
the ill ſide that they had taken, drew away more 
than half of their ſtrength. Mademoiſelle de Mont- 
pexfier did you this ſervice : and cauſed the Can- 
non allo to play upon the perſon of your Majeſty, 
and upon that of your Miniſter, who was placed 
hard by you. 
This Vitory ſtrangely ſtunn'd the Pari/ians, 
no leſs than it did all thoſe who had taken the 
part of the Prince of Conde. And as your Ma- 
jeſty had in that great City thoſe faithful Subjects 
who remonſtrated to the others, how much they 
were in the wrong to go away from their duty, 
they moſt of them conſidered upon it, before they 
would grant | that Prince the aſſiſtance which he 
wanted in his neceſſity. This gave occaſion to 
an aſſembly; which was held within two days af. 
ter at the Hotel de Ville : where there was a great 
number of perſons, who repreſented after a faſhion 
the Eſtates General; the Convocation whereof 
they had deſired of your Majeſty ; who had becn 
obliged to promiſe them it, to deliver your ſelf 
from the importunities that they uſed to you. But 
as you there had your Creatures, and the Prince 
of Conde alſo had his, and that: they were in a 
diſpute together upon the reſolutions which they 
were to take, the Mntineers forced open the _ 
Al 
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and fell to the ſlaughter of ſome of the Deputies, | 
The only Son of a Counſellor of the Grand Cham- 
bre, a quality which was very conſiderable at | 
that time, was killed upon the place with ſore ' 
others : and this murder having begot a great | 
confuſion, thoſe who took your Majeſties ſide put 
Paper in their Hats to know one another ; the | 
others put Straw ; and this mark paſled as far as | 
to your Court : where the greateſt Lords ſubmit. | 
ted themſelves to it as the others. In Paris thoſe | 
who had taken the Straw were preſently the *' 
ſtrongeſt ; and having driven away thoſe who 
had taken the Paper, the Mareſchal of the Hofþi- 
te/, the Governor of the City, who was in your + 
Intereſts, had a great deal of difficulty to fave | 
himſelf. It was believed, and many perſons are | 
of that ſentiment, that it was the Prizce who 
excited that ſedition z which he endeavoured to 
make to fall upon the Cardinal Mzazarine, to the 
end to render him the more odious. But whe» 
ther 1: was that they were in the right, or that 
they began to be weary of being diſobedient to 
their Maſter, every one thought of nothing 
more than” to make up his matters with your 
Majefty. The Duke of Orleans offered ſome Pro» 
poſitions to you, and fo did the Parliament : but 
ſtill you found them ſo haughty, and ſo little ſnit- 
able to the reſpe& which was due to you, that 
inſtead of hearkning to them, you were ſo very 
angry at that aſkembly, that you removed it from 
thence to Poxthoiſ7, 

This reſolute ation, accompanied with many 
others of the ſame nature, perfectly aſtoniſhed 
the Matinzers. Nevertheleſs the Prince of Conde 
enceavoured to revive his Party, which he ſaw 
was 
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was ready to abandon him, But the Parliament 
being upon the point of turning their backs to 
him, as well as the Duke of Orleans your Uncle, 
he caſt himſelf into the arms of the Spaniards. 
Your Majeſty prudently made good uſe of that 
conjunQure : and in order to re-unite the minds 
of all again, you removed from you a ſecond time 
the Cardinal Mazarize, whom many took for the 
pretext of their Rebellion. So having now no more 
a Cloak to cover themſelves with, they conſented 
to return to their duty, upon condition that your 
Majeſty would grant them an Amneſty. You did 
not judge it convenient to refuſe them that : and 


the Duke of Orleans being retired to Blois, a 


Town of his Appanage, it was wholly left to 
your Majeſty to return to the Capital City of your 
och wang 

You were earneſtly entreated thither by your 


) Parliament, and in the name of the Clergy by the 


Coadjntor, who had been made a Cardinal according 
to the aſſurances which had been given him, and 
who was come purpoſely to wait upon your Majeſty 
at Compeigue. Your Majeſty held a Council, whe- 
ther you ought not to have him to be taken into 
Cuſtody, to puniſh him for the treachery that he 
had uſed in violating the promiſes which he had 
made to you. But they thought that it was good 
frſt to eſtabliſh your Authority 3 and after that, 
you would be more in a condition to take in hand 
what you ſhould ſee fitting. And indeed it is 
Prudence to let things ripen, and to ſet upon 
them out of time is the way to ſpoil 2ll. 

They accuſed the Prince, who might yet have 
found favour with your Majeſty, it he had taken 
the right way for it, wich this; tbat the reafon 
why 
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why. he did not do ſo, wasz becauſe he had it in | 
his head to follow the example of the Duke of 
Lorain, who plundered and ravaged all without | 
diſtinCtion of Friends or Enemies. But there was *' 
no occaſion to believe ſo of him : and a Prince ' 
of his Birth, and of fo great a Soul as he, could : 
not poſlibly entertain thoughts ſo unworthy of 
the one and the other, He ravaged however, as 
he went, the frontier of Champagne : from whence | 
after the poſleſſing himſelf of Rhetel and Ss. Mene. | 
bout, he retired unto Namur. 

He had ſome Conference there with a Miniſter 
of the Arch-Dake; who before he would ſuffer | 
him to come to Brexelles deſired to know, whe- 
he did not intend to give him the hand. This 
propoſition made him ſenſible, to what diſtaſtes 
he expoſed himſelf by his diſobedience, Howe- 
ver his courage not permitting him to heſitate 
upon the anſwer that he was to make to it, he 
bid it to be told the Arch-Duke, that the honour 
which he had to be. the firſt Prince of the Blood 
of France had taught him too well his duty, to 
fail ever in that: ſo that he ſhould expect to go 
before bim, if it was not that he repreſented in 
the Low Countrys his Catholique Majeſty z in which 
quality he ſhould give him the hand, when he 
went to wait npon him : but when the Arch- 
Duke ſhould come in his turn to viſit him again, 
he ſuppoſed that then it was the ſame thing, The 
Arch Dake was not pleaſed with ſo proud an an- 
ſwer 3 and believing that after what he had done 
there was no more returning into France for him, 
he inſiſted upon this, that he ſhould yield him the 
precedence every where: to which the Prince would 
never conſent, At laſt the thing went fo far, that 

he 
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he was obliged to order it to be told theArchduke, 
that he would be gone thence in eight days, if he 
did not accept of the offers which he made him; 
and that he was not ſo concerned for his perſon, 
but he knew very well whither to go. The Arch. 
Duke was obliged to grant him his demand, But 
25 he did not do it but upon force, it ſhew the 
Prince to what inconveniencies one is expoſed, 
when one paſſes ſo.to a ſtrange Court ; eſpecially 
when they look upon you there as a Rebel, and 
as: one who is fain to buy your protection at any 
price that you can. ; 
. He had the ſame differences with the Duke of 
Lorais, who kept himſelf the moſt part of the time 
at Bruxelles; and they. had thoughts of engaging 
one another often. But their common  triends 
hindered it, "without daring nevertheleſs to regu. 
late them, becauſe of the pretenfions of the one 
and the other. For the Duke of Loraiz would 
admit of no concurrence with him and the Prince 
of Conde could not hear any mention made of 
giving him the hand, without falling into a paſli- 
on; But the greateſt vexation of all that he mer 
with in that Court, was ; that Prince Francis, the 
Brother of that Duke, pretended to diſpute the 
precedence with him too: at which he had thoſe 
tranſports, that it was believed, that things would 
not paſs oyer without blows, And that which 
provoked him {till further, was, that the Arch- 
Duke put no order to this matter, although he 
had deſired it of him, confiding as to himſelf in 
the juſtice of his cauſe. But yet that Prince took 
no care to do it; becauſe, beſides that he was glad 
to give him that mortification, he was not willing 
to diſoblige Prince Francis, whom he deſired to 
faſten 
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faſten to his own fide; and particularly at a time 
when he was afraid that he ſhould: eſcape from 
him, by reaſon of the great endeavours which 
Fraxce uſed to gain him, 

See how one meets with ſuch diſtaſtes as one 
never expets, when one palles ſo to the ſervice of 
another Prince from that of his own ! Now there 
is nothing of that, when one tarries in ones own 
Country : where ones Rank is not only eſtabliſhed, 
but where alſo the Sovereign 1s concerned to dc 
nothing to the prejudice of a Prince of his blood. | 
But it is very juſt, that one ſhould ſuffer penance 
for the fault which one has done, that it may 
ſerve to make us to come to; our ſelyes again, 
For there is nothing which renders us more wiſe 
than the Mortifications which we never look for: | 
and he who will always ſail before the wind, will 
run a hazard of never knowing hunſelf. 

The Prince having thus quitted that party, 
your Majeſty conſidered only how.to pacifie your | 
Kingdom, before you went. to drive the Enemy 
from the frontier : which you flattered your ſelf 
you ſhonld bring about with eaſe, after you were 
in repoſe at home. The Province of Guyexne had 
continually their arms in their hands in favour of 
the Prince of Conde, The Prince of Coxti was in 
Bourdeaux : where his quality of a Prince of the 
blood was of a great weight to draw many per- 
ſons into the ſame diſobedience with him, The 
Count d'Ognon was in Browage : where by an ill 
example he was tranſported to make himſelf as 
a Petty Tyrant. All this required a great force 
for their reduction : eſpecially having an intelli. 
gence with the Spaniards, trom whom they re- 
ceived ſuccours, But your Majeſty conſidering, 
thas 
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that you ſhould do much better to gain theſe per+ 
ſons over to you by kindneſs, you made the one 
2 Mareſchal of France, provided that he remitted 
kis..place into your. hands : and you granted co 
the other ſome advantages, upon condition that 
he. ſhould quit the party of his brother. 
Your Majeſty, who had found a means ſome 
time before to recal the Cardinal Mazarine, and 
to; ſet. Paris again at quiet, where you had re- 
eſtabliſhed the Parliament in its uſual Seat, having 
now no. more domeſtique troubles to fear, put 
your armies on foot, not only to ſecure your fron- 
tiers, but alſo to repair your reputation which 
was. extreamly run-aground. amongit. ſtrangers. 
You had loſt all, that you eyer had won in Catas 
loxia. The affairs of Italy were in as bad a con- 
dition: Thoſe of Flauders ſtood not much better : 
and out of ſo many Conqueſts,. which there hath 
been mention made of here above, 'there remained 
no more than Arras to your Majefty. On the 
ſide of Champagne, the Enzmy there polleſled 
Ss. Menehout, Mouz.0n, and Rbetel: upon the fron- 
tier of Picardy, le Catelet, and Capelle : and in 
Burgundy, Bellegarde : where there were the re- 
mains of the faction of the Prince of Conde. This 
was. a pretty deal of work fora young Prince, wha 
had not as yet all the experience which years are 
accuſtomed to. give, But your Majeſty beginning 
prudently with that, which to you appeared to 
be of the greateſt conſequence, you beſieged Belle- 
garde; which you made your (elf the maſter of : and 
having cut off the head thereby of the Rebellion, 
you did not know almoſt whither to turn you, 
you were {0 much preſled oa all ſides. The Prince 
of Conde was entered into Picardy, where he had 
| taken 
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taken Roye. The Arch-Duke threatned Chang 
pagne, Thoſe two parts were of equal conſe. 
quence to you. But yet you could not remedy 
all, in one and the ſame time : the forces of your 
Kingdom were too much ſpent. So your Majeſty 
being obliged to do things ſtep by ſtep, you 
marched to the relief of Picardy : whete' you 
cauſed- the Enemy to quit Roye, and afterwards 
you laid ſiege to Rhertel, Which place being ta- 
ken, you made your ſelf maſter of Aouzon, in 
the interim that the Enemy got into Ryeroy : for 


which you had your revenge in reducing Se.Mene- | 


beut under your obedience. 

Your Arms in Catalonia began again to make 
themſelves redoutable. You took ſome ſtrong 
places there, and you would have taken the City 
of Girona, but for a miracle which heayen wrought 
in favour of your Enemies: Who placed upon 
the Rampart the Cheſſe of a holy Biſhop of that 
City ; and there appeared at the ſame time all 
about ſuch a quantity of Flies, which came and 
fell upon your army, that all your Cavalry was 
ſpoiled by it, The horſes, not being able to en- 
dure, broke their Halters; and ran away a croſs 
the Camp ; where they tumbled themſelves on the 
ground, to get rid of the evil that they ſuffered. A 
great many periſhed alſo with it : and becauſe the 


Enemy had it then in their power to make a great | 


advantage of a conjunfture ſo fayourable for 
them, it was convenient toreſolye to raiſe the ſiege. 

Ia 7taly you carried the war into the Mzilaneſe : 
where the Count de Graxce, whom you had made 
a Mareſchal of France, took Carpignas, and fought 
the Marquis of Caraceua, whom the King of Spain 
had oppoſed to him, 


You 
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You were obliged in the mean time to acknow- 
ledge the Government that was then of England 3 
notwithſtanding both your inclination and your 
juſtice had carried you to protect him, who was 
the lawful King thereof, But the procedure of 
the Spaniards, who pretended to make an advan- 
tage of the averſion which you ſhew to the Uſur- 
pation of Cromwell, and to hold a treaty with hin 
to your prejudice, obliged you to recur to the 
only means which was left you, to cover your ſelf 
from their ill deſigns. You offered your Media. 
tion to him, to determine in an amicable manner 
the difference which was ariſen betwixt Exgland 
and Holland ;, and you was very glad to pur an 
end to that, becauſe your Enemies might have 
drawn an advantage from it. 

It was very much for a ſtate which had been-ſo 
fick , to find it ſelf free from the Convnlfions that 
had like to have laid it in its Grave. But as in 
long Maladies it often happens that there are re. 
lapſes, the Count 4 Harcourt, whom your Majeſty 
had made uſe of to reduce the Rebels unto theic 
duty, became a Rebel himſelf in his turn, He 
found a way to thruſt himſelf into Briſac : the 
Gariſon whereof being at his devotion, he would 
have formed a kind of a ſovereignty in Alſatia, if 
he had had ſhoulders that were ſtrong enough to. 
have {uſtained the weight of one. The Spaniards 
did what they could to oblige him to deliver that 
place into their hands. But as that, which they 
offered to him for it,was not enough to tempt him, 
ae refuſed thoſe, and thought to agree about ir 
with the Duke of Lorain, who had wherewithal 
ko pay him vety well : becauſe there was no 
Prince who had ſo much ready money as he, Bur 
F 29 
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as he was an idolater of that money, he could not 
perſwade himſelf to give the price which the Count 
asked of him. $So this afiair lingred along time , 
and it was what ruihed it ; becauſe the Spani- 
ards who miſtruſted him, cauſed him to be ſeized 
ſoon aiter. 

Your Majeſty, to whom this buſineſs appeared 
to be of a great importance, as really it was, 
had ordered many journcys to be made to him 
back and again to get him to return to his duty, 
' But as he was long in reſolving himſelf, you be- 
lieged Beffort, to cut off the ſuccour from him 
which he might hope for from that way. You 
made your ſelf maſter of it in the depth of the 
Winter. Becauſe it was convenient that the French 
ſhould learn to make war at all ſeaſons, who were 
under your Majeſty to deſpiſe the heat and the 


cold, and to accuſtom themſelves alike to the one | 
and the other. This Conqueſt, joyned to the : 


advantageous conditions which you propoſed to 
the Count d"Harcoxrrt, brought him to accept of 
your offers. You conferred upon him the govern- 
ment of A4jox, and you preſerved him in his 
eſtate and in his office of Gentleman of the Horſe 
to you, upon condition that he reſtored to you 
that which he poſleſled in Alſatia. 

This mattet being thus ended ſo advantageouſly 
for your Majeſty, it ſeemed, that you had nothing 
more now to think upon, but to retake Rocroy : 
the Gariſon whereof laid waſte Champague, and 
principally under the orders of a Governor, who 
was very watchful, and who had learnt his art 
urider the Prince of Conde: I mean Montal, whom 
your Majeſty hath employed ſince to ſuch good 
purpoſe, and who hath done you great -—_ 
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the laſt war. But you believed, that the taking 
of Stenay was of a yet greater conſequence to 
you : for which reaſon you ordered your Army 
to march thither under the command of the Marei- 
Chal de Fabert, That General was extreamly re- 
commendable to you for his great fidelity : For 
he was almoſt the only one of the Governors of 
places, who had reſiſted the offers of the Prince 
of Conde : who had done all that he was able to- 
debauch him fram your ſervice. But he did not 
think convenient to follow the example of a great 
many others : {ſo that he preſerved Sedazx for you, 
which your Majeſty had committed to his truſt, 

The Prince, to whom Stenay belong*d, de- 
manded ſome forces of the Arch-Duke to enable 
him to relieve it. The Arch-Duke promiſed 
him them, and indeed did what he conld to ob. 
lige Prince Francis to lend him his. Bat as that 
place had been diſmembred from LZ:rain, Prince 
Francis refuſed to do it but upon condition, that 
it ſhould be reunited to Lerain again. The Prince 
of Conde would not ſubmit to that ; and this at- 
fair having ſtill increaſed the miſunderſtanding 
which there was betwixt them, the Arch-Duke 
had work enough to hinder them from coming to 
blows one with another. Your Majeſty went 
your ſelf to this ſiege, after having been before at 
Reims, where you received the H»'y Oyl, You 
diſtributed there great bounties amongtt the Sol- 
diers; who conld not forbczr to admire the in- 
clination which they faw yon had to War, In 
the mean time your forces being employed here, 
the Prince of Coe brovghe the Srerierds to lay 
liege to drras hoping toat that piace being Itill 
Ot A greater con{equence to you than the other, 
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you would raiſe the ſiege of Stexay to ſuccour it. 
But his expectation was fruitleſs ; and having 
only ſerved to render your Majeſty the more dili- 
gent to acquit your ſelf of your enterprize, you 
were no ſooner come to an end thereof, but you 
flew to the ſuccour of Arr. 

The Conqueſt of Arras was of that impor- 
tance to the Spaniards, that they had neglected 
nothing to make* themſelves ſure of it, Their 
lines'were the handſomeſt which had been ſeen 
till that time; and from diſtance to diſtance, they 
had raiſed Redoubts, by the means whereof they 
lay in the greateſt ſafety. Not contented with 
all that precaution, they digged in the inſide 
Holes to ſtop the horſe, Bur at the beginning of 
the ſiege, there happened a thing 'to them of an 
11l omen : which was, that the Chevalier de Crequi, 
who had no great reputation as yet ior war, but 
who hath ſince acquir'd himſelf one ſo Noble, 
that your Majeſty after having made him a Mareſ- 
chal of France, hath given him the command of 
your principal Armies, threw himſelf into the 
place at the head of 5oo horſe. 

This Relief was a great kindneſs to Momjex, 
who commanded within; and who for to ſpare his 
purſe, had Jaid up there but an indifferent Gari- 
ſon. For at that time you as yet had ſo little 
convenience of putting your affairs in order, that 
theGovernors of places appropriated the contribu- 
tions tothemlelves, and gave no accompt thereof 
to your Majeity ; provided that they took it upon 
themſelves to defend them, In which there was 
this inconvenience in the mean time of the great- 
eſt moment ; that, if they were a little inclined 
to be covetous, they minded nothing but to _— 
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ure up money. So your Majeſty did nat defer 
the regulating of that matter : which being what 
you were not able to do otherwiſe than by intro» 
ducing another uſage, you put things into the 
ſtate in which we ſee them at this day, And in-- 
deed, beſides that your ſecurity was not very good 
before, you took away by that means a number 
of petty tyrants, who made themſelves to be be- 
lieved, and who preſently after they were got 
into a place believed themſelves, to be as good as 
you. 

Montjeu, who was a brave man, held it out 
nigh two months, without ſuffering the Enemy to 
gain much ground upon him. In the mean time 
your Army under the command of the Viſcount 
of Turenne appeared in view of their lines, and 
began to intrench themſelves. For that General 
apprehended, that they would not come out to 
gght ; and that as they were much ſtronger than 
he, they ſhould not however oblige him to re- 
celve any affront, This was the advice cf the 
Prince of Conde ; who urged for his reaſons, that 
if they rarried until the Mareſchal d* Hoguincourt 
ſhould come up with the Troops under his com- 
mand, they ſhould find then they had fome body 
to deal with, But the Arch-Duke maintained, 
that they could not come out of tiicir lines with- 
out abanConing ſome out. works, which they had 
made themſelves the Maſters of : or if they Cid 
not abandon them, yet the Gariſon would drive 
them, from them, which would be fi!! che fame 
LOIN So that it was more Proper 79 Continue 
tcir actacks, and to put themſelyes in a poiture 
vt 1u:ceeding with thoſe before the comin? up of 
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His opinion was followed : becauſe of all the 
officers who aſliſted at the Council of War there 
was only the Prince of Conde, who ſhould dare to 
' contradict him. This gave time to the Viſcount 
of Turexne to put his Camp out of danger of an 
inſult, and to expeCt the Mareſchal 4 Hoquincourt : 
who when he was come, attack*d the Abbey of 
St, Eloy ; and making himſelf the maſter of it, 
he chole it for his own quarter, and ſpread his 
army round him : which acting in concert with 
the Viſcount of Twrenne, who was on the other 
ſide of the lines, they cut off the proviſions from 
the Enemy, and hinder*d that no Convoy ſhould 
enter into their Camp. 

Montjen (ecing his relief ſo near, found his Cou- 
rage was increaſed too by it; and having repulſed 
the beſiegersin two attacks which they made upon 
him for to poſſeſs themſelves of one of his Out- 
works, they were put into that conſternation, that 


the Viſcount of Tarenne thought it convenient to * 


ſerve himſelf of that conjunCcture to finiſh their 
diforder. The Prince of Conde who foreſaw that 
they conld not ſtand againſt him, told the Arch- 
Puke, that although he had not been willing to 
believe him the firſt time, he hoped that it would 
not be the ſame thing now : that there was no 
more time to loſe; and theonly way which there 
was to take in the condition as things ſtood, was, 
to raiſe the ftege, and to fall upon the Mareſchal 
d* Hoquinceurt, who lay fo thet Turexze could not 


{uccour him. The Arch Duke appeared well e- . 


nough diſpofcd to this, and enter*d with him in- 
to the Particalar of their retreat: but having 
co;uted about it the Count of Fzenſaldagne, who 
pailcd for a good Soldier amongſt thoſe of his 
own 
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own Country, he became altogether diſlwaded to 
the contrary. 

The Feſtival of S:. Lewis being come, which 
the Viſcount of Tzreane had choſen for the time 
of his Attack, he gave the ſignal which he had 
agreed upon with the Mareſchal 4 Hocquiacourt : 
and having each marched his way, the Viſcount 
of Twrenne forced the lines by the paſlage which 
was guarded by Fernando Solis, whilelt the Marel- 
chal had not made that haſte : which gave time 
to the Arch.Duke to look to his retreat, But the 
Viſcount of Twrexne, proſecuting his advantage, 
in the next place beat the Lorainers, whole quar- 
ter was very near to that of Solis, The Prince 
of Code ſeeing the diforder which there was on 
all fides, advanced. as far as to a rivulet, which 
ſ-parated his quarter from that of the others : 
and having made head to the Viſconnt of Twrenre 
and the Mareſchal 4Hocquincour:, who had joyned 
him, he gave time both to the 4rch-Dyube and ro 
the Txoops which he had brought out of Frazce 
to get away in good order. His Intantry never- 
theleſs ſuffered very much in his own retreat : 
which he made the laſt of all, with that prudence, 
as gave him to be admired by the Spaniards, a= 


'mongſt whom he acquir'd a great reputation' by 


ſo fine-an Action, 

The Cannon and the Baggage of the Enemy 
were the Booty of yonr Majceſties army : who 
went to give thanks to God in the Cathedral of 
that City for the Victory which he had ſent you. 
For you bave always as a tine Chriſtian referred 
all things to him, wirhout believing that your 
gvod congu't and the force of your arms ſhould 
do any thing without his aViſltance. The taking 
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of ©eſnoy was the fruit of that victory, and is 
was with this that you concluded ſo good a Cam- 


Pagne. 

Catalonia, by the taking of Villa-Francha and Pui- 
cerda, from whence your Enemies made incurſions 
every hour into Koxfillon. But you did not enjoy 
the ſame progreſſes in Traly, although you had 
ſpared nothing on that ſide, to ſignalize there 
the glory of your arms, For the Duke of Guiſe 
who had imbarqued you in great expenſes under 
a pretence that he maintained correſpondences 
with Naples, and that it did not appear as yet 
but all the kingdom would riſe up in arms, re- 
turned for all that from thence, without having 
taken any thing more than Caftelamar, which he 
was obliged to abandon again. 

That action however gave a reputation to your 
Majeſty : whom the Spaniards did endeayour to 
make to paſs in that Country for a Prince, who 
could not ſo foon recover your ſelf from the con- 
fuſions which had been cauſed you by the Civil 
Wars. And yet you were ſcarce ſenſible of thoſe 
' Tonger, for the good order which you carried to 
all parts. For it was not only upon the frontier, 
and in bringing the War into the Enemies Coun- 
try, that you ſtrengthned your power; but you 
did it alſo in the heart of your ſtate : where 
there remained for you to do two things, which 
likewiſe appeared to be preſſing enough; The 
one was to aiithorize your Miniſter fo, as that 
he ſuffered no more of thoſe ſhocks, with which 
he was like to have been levelled with the ground: 
The other, to puniſh thoſz who had made a ſhew 
of giving themſelves to your ſervice, and yet had 
deceived you, — _ Now 


Your Conqueſts increaſed alſo on the ſide of 
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Now you performed the firſt by marrying the 
Nieces of his Eminence to ſuch great Lords, that 
the firſt perſons of the Court found themſelves 
concerned for his preſervation, There was one 
of thoſe who married the Duke of Mercewr; and 
another, the Prince of Conti. And this raiſed a 
deſire in every thing that was great and of high 
quality about you, to court the others; who were 
not as yet indeed at age to be married, but who 
might pretend to all things, after two ſuch matches 
as thoſe two firſt had received, 

As to the puniſhment which you thought to 
take of thoſe who had deceived you ; you con- 
tented your ſelf with letting it light upon the per- 
ſon of the Cardinal of Retz,whom you cauſed to bs 
Arreſted. But yet as the reſpe& which you had 
for his character did not give you leave to exact 
that of him as was ſuitable to what your juſtice 
required, you intended no more than to deprive 
him of the Archbiſhoprick of Paris ; which made 
the way ecaſie for him, by the Credit which that 
dignity gave him over your Clergy, to form in- 
trigues that were contrary to your ſervice. You 

ordered it to be propoſed to him, that he ſhould 
glve up his reſignation to the Pope, and you would 
ſet him again at liberty, Monſieur de Bellieare, 
the Premier Preſident, who carried the meſlage to 
him on the part of your Majeſty , was of the num- 
ber of your friends, but not of thoſe who were 
the friends of your Miniſter. So inſte2d of 29- 
viling him to the thing, when he propoſed it to 
him, he told him on the contrary, that he did nor 
ſpeak to him of it as his friend, bur as a perſon 
who was ſent to him on the part of the Court. 


For 
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Fort the reſt, ſince that Magiſtrate hath had 
the reputation ef one of the honeſteſt men in 
France, and of as an upright a judge as there hath 
been of a long\time in the Parliament, It Is hot 
beſides the pnrpoſe that T ſhould give a character 
of him to your Majefty, It 1s true, that he was 
a good man, and uncapable to do any baſe action. 
But yet I may fay, that your Majeſty did no kind- 
nefs to your own tntereſts, when you called him 
to that Magiltracy, Tf he was a Man of Virtue, 
yet it was of a virtue which was auſtere, and ſuch 
as did not enter into the neceſlities of your ſtate. 
He armed himſelf always with the great name of 
the Pablick Good ; and that with-held him incon- 
fiderately trom working in conjun&tion with your 
Majeſty, upon what was for the good of your af. 
fairs. He was beſides of a ſpirit fo haughty, 
that if the Cardinal Mazarize ſent for him, he 
did not come, unleſs he was ſent for in the rame 
of your Majeſty, He would go back again too, 
when he ſaw that you did not appear your ſelf to 
declare your will to him ; and his pride procee- 
ded to far as to that, that he could:not endure 
that his Emizence fond throw betwixt them 
any dift:rence him. 


Now you mult h2ve none of thoſe troubleſome - 


2nd unjuly Men to fit at the head of your Par« 
laments, who think well erongh of themſelves 
aiready, icſt you pive them a leader to concur with 
taem to 120r083ch rpon your Anthority, Nothing 
is of a EPreator conſequence tO the 200d of YOUr 
itate: and when the place of fuch an Officer is 
Vacalit, you arc only to fil it with 2 Subjet,who 
may ierve as a Corredive to tne Farliazeut, Fhoſe 
Bodits have ſway enough alrcady with them than 
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that you ſhould ſeek to augment it.: and that 
which 1 have faid of them above in ſpeaking of 
the war of Paris, is a ſufficient reaſon to you to 
acquieſce in this judgment, But the propenſion 
which you always have had to recompence your 
Servants, joyned with the neceſſity in which you 
found your ſelf at that time, made you that you 
took the firſt comer who offered himſelf, to re- 
pair the unhappy fortune of him who was in that 
place ; and whoſe extreme poverty you conld not 
behold without bluſhing in ſome meaſure that you 
were not in a condition to relieve him. So you 
gave permiſſion to that Magiſtrate to treat with 
his predeceſlor : which was what cannot be excuſed 
but by the miſery of the times : And may I alſo 
fay it to your Majeſty, that a thouſand inconveni- 
cies arrive upon it 3 which you your ſelf will agree 
to, if you refle&, that ſuch as attain unto honours 
by that manner, not believing that they haveany 
obligation for them to their Maſter, they are not 
ſo obedient to him as thoſe are who hold them 
of him only. | 
* The Cardinal of Retz took the advantage of 
the adviſe of his friend, But as there is nothing 
more hard npon one than the loſs of liberty, he 
thought to procure himſelf that again by preten- 
ding to hearken to that Negotiation, He order- 
ed it to be told to your Majeſty, that he was 
ready to make his reſignation in Blank : bnt as the 
condition which you offered to him for fo doing, 
was a thing, which would depend, when that was 
done, upon only Cardinal Mazarize, to whom he 
could not truſt himſelf, he ſhould be very glad 
to know before hand, what aſſurances you would 
give him of his liberty, Your Majeſty, who acted 
| de 
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de boune foi, but yet was not willing to be trick'd, 
let him know, that you left it in his choice to 
take ſuch meaſures as he ſhould think fit ; and pro- 
vided that you found your own ſecurity in them, 
you ſhould be ſtill contented, So it being left 
wholly to him to reſolve himſelf, he agreed with 
your Majeſty, that you ſhould order him to be 
removed out of Vincennes ; and that he ſhould a+ 
bide under the cuſtody of the Mareſchal de 1; 
Acilleraie, who had married one of his Relations, 
till ſach time as the .Pope had accepted «of his 
reſignation. 

He was conducted to Nantz, where that Mareſ- 
chal was : whoſe vigilance he ſought only how 
to deceive, upon the account that he knew very 
well, that the Pope, with whom he ated under. 
hand co direct him to refuſe what in appearance 
he deſired of him, would not fail to declare him- 
ſelf in oppoſition ro your Majeſty, The Mareſ- 
chal, who was an honeſt Man and did not ima- 
gine him to be fo deceitful, had given order that 
they ſhould not keep him to ſtrict, bur that they 
ſhould give him ſome liberty. $0 his Guards 
ſuffered him to go every day upon the Baſtion ; 
and conteated themſelves without following him, 


with only looking to the gate, which was the | 
pallage thither, In the mean time he, who | 


thought of nothing but how to make his eſcape, 


provided himſelf of a filken girdle, which was 


as long as the Baſtion was high ; and his Phyſi- 
tian who was with him holding it for him, he 
flided down by the help thereof. He took hore, 
as there was one brought ready for him, imme- 
diately, And his deſign, as it was believed, was 
[9 Come to Parzs ; where he hoped to foment 
new 
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new diſorders. But his horſe having given him a 
fall upon the ſtones of Navtz, which are very 
bad, he fled to the Caſtle of Machecoul, which 
belonged to the Duke of Retz his Brother. 

The Mareſchal prepared himſelf to go and be- 
ſiege that Caſtle, which obliged him to eſcape a- 
way from thence : and being fled to Beſlile, the 
Mareſchal would have tollowed him thither alſo, 
if your Majeſty had been pleaſed to permit him. 
There was a reaſon of ſtate which hinder*d you 
from granting him that leave. You had a fear 
that that Mareſchal, who was already extraor- 
dinarily powerful in that Province, might not be 
willing after that, to defend that place for him : 
and fo inſtead of the quiet which you deſired to 
eſtabliſh, you your ſelf ſhould be the caule of a 
new confuſion. 

In the mean time as it had been a defiance in 
ſome meaſure to your Majeſty to continue in your 
Kingdom, after having had the misfortune to 
draw upon himſelf your indignation, he palled in- 
to Spain, and from thence to Rowe z from whence 
your Majeſty hath never been pleaſed to ſuffer 
him to return home, until he hath given you the 
fatisfaftion which you require of him. Indeed 
it becomes the Majeſty ot a great King, not to 
permit that a Subjeft ſhould make head to him : 
and unleſs he reduces him to his obediezce, it is an 
example for others, which is of a dangerous 
conſequence, 

Your Majeſty knowing that the Spaniards were 
not as yet well recovered of the deteat at Arras, 
made haſte to take the field : where after having 
polleſſed your ſelf of Landrecy,Conte, and Sr, Guz/- 
lain, the Arch.Duke was in ſuch an alarm at ir, 


that 
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that he imagined every moment that you would | 


come and attack Bruſſels, The fear which he had 
thereof obliged him to ſet on work ten thoy. 
ſand Peaſants to throw up a fort of an Exvellopye 
there : Which is to the adyantage of your Ma: 
jeſty, for poſterity to know : Becauſe they can- 
not reflect, how after he had made you ſhake in 
your Capital City, you returned the ſame to him 
again in ſo ſmall a time, but they muſt be aſlured 


withal, that it is neceſſary that you ſhould be x 
Great King for to do thoſe Miracles. But that 
which I am to ſay, is this, That you forgat no- 
thing of what might conduce to the benefit of 
your State, and you were already become as ex- 
cellent at a Negotiation, as in the art of making 
of War. 

T his appeared very well in the Treaty which 
you held with Prince Francis : whoſe deſigns you 
penetrated into by the art with which at the de- 
feat of Arras he cauſed the Baron 4 Incheguin, his 
Txatendant, to fall into your hands, For inſtead of 
looking upon the taking of him to be a thing of 
Chance, you attributed it to a premeditated con- 


trivance : the ſenſe whereof made you keep faſt | 


to the propoſitions, which that Comptroller at the 
ſame time offered to you : who made a ſhew, as if 
all that he ſaid was of himſelf, and: without the | 
order of his Maſter : But you reflected upon the |} 
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neceſſity which he had to accommodate hinſelf | 
with you by his wit. Which wes the part of a | 
prudent and a well-advifed Prince : becauſe when | 
one takes up with but appearances, it is the way | 
to be the fool of ail that one does. 


It had been to be withed, that your Majeſty | 


could have been In perſon in all your armies, 2s | 
you | 
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you was In that-of Flanders, to have ſeen with 
your own Eyes in what manner things paſled, and 
to have weighed all enterpriſes before you gave 
your conſent to them. But as the knowledge 
which you had of places as well as of the forces 
of the Enemy was but imperfect, there happen'd 
a Check to. you in 1zaly, for which one can only 
accuſe the eaſineſs of Cardinal Mazarine. 

The Paſſion which he always had for his own 
Country, notwithitanding the fortune and the ho- 
nours which he poſleſled,in Fraxce, which ought 
however to have made him forget it, was the oc- 
caſion that he ſought after a Match there for the 
Siſter of the Princeſs of Conti, and the Dutcheſs 
of Mercaur. And none of all thoſe 'who preſented 
themſelves being ſo agreeable to him as the Duke 
of Modena, he encouraged that alliance to your 
Majeſty, as if he thought of nothing in it more 
than to faſten that Prince to your intereſts. Sa 
he induced you to think good of giving to him 
the command of yqur army in that Country, in 
conjunction with Prince Thoms ; and thoſe two 
Generals being. joyned, they broke the meaſures 
of the Marquis of Caracena, . who pretended to 
ſurprize Reggio : which 1o enflamed their conrage, 
that they thought themſelves in a condition to lay 
liege to Pavia, But being obliged to raiſe thar 
liege again, it would have reflected npos the glory 
of your Majeſty, if that which «d:4 paſs cli2- 
where, had not ſerved to repair your repncation, 
For beſides what you had done ia } 144d 5, your 
army in Catalovia not only preſerved $$ COBQUBITS, 
but added new ones to them. . They {o12.0 apon 
Cap-daquiers, and being entred into Carmpourds, 
they put all under contrivution as tar as to Giro 4. 
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Theerror which your Miniſter had committed in 
Tealy, was not the only one of which one may ac- 
cuſe his adminiſtration. He was poſſeſſed with a 
maxime which no body approved of but himſelf, 
and which your Majeſty however tolerated, be. 
cauſe you had the condeſcenſion to exprels a great 
confidence in him. In -almoſt alt affairs he em- 
ployed two perſons inſtead of one : which was an 
everlaſting ſource of jealouſie betwixt them, and 
could not bur produce an ill effect. For two per- 
ſons with an equal authority regard themſelves as 
two Enemies, although they may make no ſhew of 
it. So that if poſſibly they can bite one another, 
they will never miſs of the occaſion to do ſo; 
and they are never ſo well pleaſed, as when 
their Companion commits a fault. They even 
ſuborn people one againſt the other, to throw 
one another down a precipice : from which it is 
difficult to recover again, ſo as it is neceſlary for 
the good of your ſtate. 

Your Majeſty is very far from that Maxim : 
and as you know, that the Government which is 
the molt perfe&t, is that which approaches the 
neareſt to the operation of God, you leave an ab. 
ſolute authority to thoſe who ſhall at under your 
orders. It is enough that they render an account 
to you of what they do : but you bring them not 
into queſtion the one with the other, by which 
you could not be but a great deal the worſe 
ſerved. Becauſe if thoſe who have a right to do a 
thing, do not manage it with all the authority of 
their Maſter, they are ill obeyed: and if two 
perſons have a right ro Command in the ſame 
thing, the one defeats ordinarily the other*s en- 
terprize, The difference of opinions in them 
| produces 
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produces this effet, as well as jealoulie : from 
whence it muſt be concluded, that a ſtate is 1ll 
governed, when there is after this manner ſo many 
maſters. And do we not ſee, that a Monarchis 
cal Government is accounted the moſt pertect; and 
that amongſt Common-wealths, thole eſpecially 
paſs for the beſt ordered ones, where there tis not 
that Chaos and where there does not that confu. 
lion appear ? 

However it is, that diſorder reigned both in 
your Finances and in your Armies; You have 
ſeen that in /zaly you had there two Generals. It 
was the ſame thing this year in Flanders : where 
the Cardinal Mazarize was pleaſed to appoint two 
men, whoſe manners and whoſe inclinations were 
Oppoſite, Thoſe were the Viſcount of Twurexne,and 
the Mareſchal de /aFerte : who had never been ovyer- 
great friends, and now beſides very lately had had 
an occaſion of quarrel, For the Mareſchal had 
taken out of the others hands a Priſoner of War, 
under a pretence that he would change him with 
one of his Men, who was fallen into the hands 
of the Enemy, But the thing was to have him 
hanged by way of a repriſal for a Loraincr, by 
them put to death, who belonged to the ſervice 
of your Majeſty, In which he was in the right ; 
and no body can difagree to it : becauſe withour 
that there would not have been a ſingle perſon 
of that country, who would have been willing to 
take up arms in your favour, But your Majeſty 
confelled to me, that the Viſcount of Trrenxe 
took occaſion to complain, that the Mareſchal had 
abuſed his credulicy : and althongh your ſcrvice 
was concerned 1a it, yet he had no pl:ature to be 
the inſtrument of the deſtruCttion of an unforty- 
nate Man, G Thete 
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Theſe two Generals, whoſe army was of thirty 
thouſand Men, conſidering upon what to employ 
it with honour, found no conqueſt which would 
be more illuſtrious than that of /alencrennes. Each 
took his quarter : the one on one {ide of it, the 
other on the other: And your Majeſty was ex- 
pecting every hour the news of its reduction, 
when you were told that Dox Fobn of Auſtria, who 
was come to take the place of the 4rch-Dake, 
marched to the ſaccour of it with the Prince of 
Conde. The Viſcount of Tarexne, who was ac- 
cuſtomed to uſe his precautions 1a things, did it 
again ſo well at this time, that Dox Fob believed 
that in order to ſucceed in his enterprize, he 
ought to attack the quarter of Mareſchal de. /a 
Ferte. Turenne, who laid out money in ſpies, un- 
derſtood as much : and made it to be known to 
that Mareſchal ; to whom he offered a recruit, on 
purpoſe to enable him to repulſe the Enemy. But 
his jealouſie would not give him leave to accept 
it. So Dox obs falling upon him, not by ſur. 
prize, but in ſich a manner as was much to his 
own advantage, defeated his quarter and took 
the Mareſchal himſe!f priſoner. He pretended 
afcerwards to paſs to that of the Viſcount of Tu- 
rexne: but the Viſcount received him in ſo good 
order, that he ſaw very well that he had to do 
with another Man than the AMareſehal. Tarenne 
withdrew to ©weſnoy : where he waited for 
the fngitives two days; and having ſet a 
good face on't, Dor Johx durſt not undertake to 
glve him battle, He choſe rather to go and at- 
tack the Town of Conde, which the Viſcount of 
Turenne could not ſuccour : But to leſſen the loſs of 
tar, the Viſcount made himſelf maſter of /2 Cu- 
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#ele, which your Majeſty had not found an op. 
portunity to retake, ſince you had loſt it, till 
now. 

Another perſon, who ſhould have had leſs cou. 
rage than your Majeſty, would have been quite 
ſtunn'd at the unhappy ſucceſs of that ſiege, He 
would have ſuffered his Paſſion alſo to fall upon 
the priſoner. But you not only appeared un- 
ſhaken in that reverſe of fortune, but you took care 
yourſelf to juſtifie the conduct of the Mareſehal; 
and pay his ranſom. For you have always been 
Gracious towards thoſe who ſerve you: and the 
misfortunes which happen to them, only give 
you more conſideration for them. 

Fortune did not treat you {ſo i!] in 7aly this 
year, as it had done the other, Your army un- 
der the command of the Dukes of Merceur and 
Adena, took the Town of Valenza there inthe 
ſight of the Spaniſh Troops, who had not dared 
to give you battle in Catalonia, You maintained 
in like manner the honour which your arms had 
acquir'd in that Country ; So that the luſtre 
of your Crown beginning to obſcure that of Spain, 
every one courted your Allyance in emulation oe 
of another. cow 

Indeed you omitted nothing that could attrat 
Reſpect to you : and the Swiſ7 your ancient Al- 
lies being dif-united with one another, you hap- 
plly concluded their differences by your \iediatior 
Becauſe your Majeſty knows, that nothing ong!ig 
to pals In Exrope, which you do not rake the cog- 
nizance of : and that Great Princes, like you, are 
to interpole thetr authority ſo, that noae [hail g9 
to war Lut by their conſent. 
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You received alſo into your Eſtates the Queen 
of Sweden, who had abdicated her Crown in fa- 
vour of her Couſin-German. She was extreamly 
ſatisfied with the reception which you gave her. 
But you had no reaſon to approve of her proce- 
dure, when ſhe cauſed one of her principal Offi- 
cers, who had given her ſome occafion of diſcon- 
tent, to be aſlaſſinated in one of your gxoyal 
Houſes. And as people undertake to penetrate 
into things which they do not underſtand, it was 
believed there was ſome myſtery betwixt them ; 
and that the indiſcretion of that Gentleman had 
drawn upon him his misfortunes. Such diſcourſes 
ſo very much to the diſadvantage of that Princeſs, 
joyned with the little ſatisfaction which ſhe under- 
ſtood that you had at whar had happened, indu- 
ced her to depart ſooner than ſhe had otherwiſe 
done, She betook her ſelf to Rome, which ſhe 
had choſen for the place of her retreat : and ha- 
ving there made her abjuration, ſhe came to know 
in a private life, that there are a thouſand diſtaſtes, 
which one does not look for, when one hath ne- 
yer experienced It before. 

Your Majeſty had at that time a buſineſs before 
you, which was as nice as any you hadever had ſince 
your aſcenſion upon the Throne, I mean that of 
the Fanſeniſts : a Sect ſo much the more dange- 
rous, as that It covered it ſelf under the Cloak 
of Picty. At Rome they were condemn'd : and 
you believing, that after that you were not to 
ſufter them in your Eſtates, you obliged thoſe of 
them to depart from thence, who would not ſub- 
ſcribe to the decrees of the Holy Father, But as 
their party was ſtrong,they did not ceaſe, though 
a-Iciit, to keep up a correſpondence there, All 
Paris 


— NS me re IS 


— Or ———_—_—— nn 
eee on © 


of Monfieur Colbert. 85 


Paris became fill'd. with their Writings : and peo- 
ple ran to them with ſo much greedineſs, that 
they even ſaid, that Rome was miſtaken in con- 
demning them. Their manner of life impo- 
ſed very much alſo in their favour, For they did 
nothing to appearance, which did not tend to- 
wards perfeCtion : and all that could be found to 
be blamed in the Dofrine which they taught, was 
this ; that they made the Gates of Paradiſe too 
ſtreight. Io fine, it was dangerous to hearken to 
them. Becauſe their words were nothing but ho. 
ney for the moſt purified Souls ; and it was only 
thoſe, who made a difficulty of recovering from 
their lapſes, which caſt them into diſpair. But 
your Majeſty preſuming, that it was not for you 
to dive into the bottom of ſuch ſort of things, 
you kept your ſelf to the decree of the Pope : 
and ordered the Sorbonne to refute the writings, 
which appeared in publick, They took all care 
to do ſo, In the mean time, ſome of the Doctors 
having refuſed to ſubmit themſelves to the opint- 
on of the others, which was conformable to that 
waich had been eſtabliſhed at Rome, that Faczlty 
turned them out of the College; and your Ma- 
jelty approved of it : becauſe it was a means to 

avold the Schiſm, which was juſt ready to riſe. 
And certainly a wiſe and prudent King ought to 
cut oit the way to all ſorts of Novelties eſpecially 
1n the buſineſs of religion; the conſequences whereof 
are always of a greater moment than all the relt. 
Without this, there would be no ſecurity neither 
for the State, nor for the Conſcience: and it 
would but lye in the power of any falfe Devote, 
to make a Religion his own way: in which he 
would not fail of having of approyers, ſo he but 
G x carried 
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carried things up to excels. Becauſe the mind of 
Man is formed/in ſuch a manner, that it finds it. 
ſelf inflamed with a great reſpect at the ſight 
of thoſe, whom it imagines to be the molt Perfee : 
not conſidering, that when one oyer.ſ{tretches the 
matter ſo, one hath no regard to humane frailty, 
to which however it muſt {till be accommodated. 

Your Majeſty ſet upon, ſoon after, the liege of 
Cambray, But although it was what you did with 
your ulual prudence, from whence there was rea- 
ton to hope for a good iſſue, your good conduct 
was obliged to cede to Fortune. The enter- 
prize depended upon diligence : and your Ma- 
zeſty reckoned, that your lines would have been 
made, before your Enemies, who were a great way 
off, ſhould have notice of it, But by 1ll luck, the 


. humour took the Prince of Conde, to take a re- 


view of his Troops the day after, that yours were 
encamped before the place, So that being. then 
on horſeback when the News came to him of it, 
he marched away the ſame hour; and choſe his 
time ſo well, that he paſled a-ccoſs your Army 
without being obſerved. It was convenient for 
you to raiſe the ſiege after that : but as you 
iought to repair that affront by ſome enterprize 
of grear tame, you began the ſiege of Montmedy. 

Tae Enemy, who were extraordinary high upon 
what had befallen you at Cambray, tiattered them- 
iclves that they would make you receive the ſame 
Check beiore the other place. The Prince of 
Conde, who was their Hero, was deſired to take 
The care of It, But the Viſcount of 7wrexne, who 
obſerved him, having marched day and night with 
a par: oi the troops under his command, the 
Mareichal 12 Fertc, whom you had charged with 
that 
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that expedition, found himſelf in ſo good a por 
ſture, that although his lines might not be 
yet. finifhed, the Prince of Conde durſt not under- 
take to attack him, So you reduced that ſtrong 
Place under your obedience : whileſt the Viicounr 
of Turenne went to rejoyn his army again, after 
the departure of the Prince of Conde : who,. as 
great a Captain as he was, could not yet hinder 
that Viſcount from taking of Sz. Venant. 

As he ſaw that, he ſet down himſelf before 
* Ardres, in conjunftion with Dox Jobn of Auſtria : 
hoping either that the Viſcount ot Tarexze would 
give over his Enterprize, or that he would leave 
him to finiſh his own without troubling him. It 
ſeem'd too, that he ſhould ſooner come to an end 
of his, than the Viſcount ; by reaſon that Sz. Ve- 
nant -was defended by a good Gariſon, and that 
on the contrary there was ſcarce any body in Ar- 
dres. But the Viſcount of Turenze who knew, 
that one of the beſt Qualities of a General, is, 
not to loſe a moment of time, employed nimſelt 
with ſuch great diligence, that he obliged th2 
Enemy to Capitulate two days ſooner than the 
Prince of Conde expefted it. Againſt whom he 
at the ſame time marched : which the Prince ha- 
ving the news of, he began to be cut of all 
heart : becauſe if he had only given him four 
hours more, be had made himſelf Maſter of Ar. 
dres. Indeed he was juſt come from ſpringing 3 
Mine, which had done all the execution that could 
be dCelired : fo that there was no likelihood, 
that the Governor could hold ovt longer : bu: 
icarning that the ſnccour was fo near at hand for 
him, he would not Capitulate. The Prince who 
ſaw himſelf not fo ſtrong as the Viſcount of 7::- 
G 4 ren:s 


x 


85 The Political Laſt Teſtament 


rexxe, Choſe to raiſe the ſiege. Which was how- 
ever to give an Elogium, himſelf, to the Viſcount: 
of Twrenne : whoſe diligence had made him fail 
in the relieving of AMontmedy, and in the taking 
of Ardres. 

It is a thing therefore ſo neceſlary in a Gene- 
ral, not to loſe a moment of time, that when that 
quality is wanting in him, he can never. hope to 
be a good Commander. For in war All depends 
ſometimes upon an inſtant; and he who does not 
know how to ſerve himſelf of that, does not de- 
ſerve to have a great eſteem. 

The Viſcount of Twurexne did not put an end 
to his Campagne yet, with what he had done : 
he poſleſled himſelf of 1, Agotthe in the Forreſt, 
and of ſeveral forts upon the Canal of Bourbowrg, 
and after all made himſelf the Maſter of Mar- 
dike. 

| That which paſled in Catalouia, would not de- 
ſerve to be remember'd, if it was not, that it is 
good to let it be ſeen, that if your Majeſty did 
not make ſuch great conqueſts there, it is becauſe 
you thought it enough to have thoſe preſerved, 
which you had made on that ſide already. That 
Country, which is ſeparated from Rowſillon and 
Cerdauna by a Chain of Mountains of a prodi- 
gious height, and whoſe Avenues are ſo ſtreight, 
that two men can ſcarce paſs of a front, ſeems to 
be ordained for another Soyereign ; and that it is 
to go to force Nature, to re-unite them under the 
{ame dominion. So your Majeſty contenting your 
ſelt with the bounds, which God ſeems to have 
put for the ſeparation of your State from that of 

the King of Spaix, you were refolyed not to en- 
ter into his further than to let him ſee, that you 
E: had 
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had forces ſifficient* to guard your own. $0 all 
that which paſſed there was in light skirmiſhes, 
and it was almoſt always the ſame thing to the 
time of the peace. 

Therefore the Prince of Coxti, who comman- | 
ded in that Country the year foregoing, obſerving 
that there was no great honour for him to ac- 
quire there, deſired of your Majeſty to go to 


| ſucceed in the place of Prince Thomas, who was 


dead. You granted him it : but it had been of 
more account, that he had tarried in Rovſillonz 
ſince his paſſing into Tta/y was but to raiſe the 
ſiege of Alexandria dellz Paglia, which he under- 
took in conjunction with the Duke of Modena. 

If your Majeſty will know, why you had more . 
often in that Country ill fortune, than in any 
other, it will be eaſie for me to give you an ac- 
count of it, Which is, that the Spaniards look 
upon the A4:1aneſe as a thing of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence for them z and whoſe loſs would draw 
on with it that of all the other Eſtates which they 
poſleſs in that Country. So every time that it is 
attack'd, they make all the efforts imaginable to 
relieve it, Beſides, the good wiſhes of the Prin- 
ces of Ttaly are not ordinarily for you, when you 
carry your arms thither, They are exceedingly 
pleaſed to have your protection : but they would 
not love your neighbourhood. From whence I 
conclude, that the leſs that you fhall be able to 
trouble their repoſe, it will be always the better 
for you. You ought to be ſatisfied to have a 
a door, whereby to ſuccour them in caſe of ne. 
ceſlity : and provided that you would not ſuffer, 
that any Potentate, and Spain above all, ſhould 


| make any attempt upon them. you will be always 
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in great reputation there. All that ſeems to me 
therefore that you are to do in that Country, is, 
to: keep up the Alliance which you have with 
the Duke of Savoy: with whom a good under- 
ſtanding is not only neceſſary for you for the con- 
verſation of Caſal, but for that of Pignerol alſo. 
The Alliance of the other Princes is very unpro- 
fitable, and may even be diſadvantageous to you,in 
this ; that it making the reſt ſuſpeCt that you ſhould 
have ſome great deſigns upon their liberty, they 
would be apt to enter into a league againſt you. 
I know well, that in the ſplendour in which your 
Majeſty is at this day,a league of the Princes of Italy 
againſt you would but turn to their confuſton, if 1t 
was not ſuſtained by the forces of all Exrope, But 
you muſt have a care, that they ſhould not ſerve 
as Trumpets to the other Powers, who are jealous 
cnough of your Majeſty, to ſeek to diſturb your 
proſperity. You ought beſides, to avoid every 
thing that may alarm the Suiſs ; with whom you 
have more to do than you are aware : For if they 
ſhould withdraw their Troops which they give 
you, it would be to deprive you of a ſuccour, 
without which you would not know how to paſs. 
| ſhall add to thar, that in ſach a revolution as 
that, the Duke of Savoy might make his eſcape 
froin you; and by his defection your frontiers, 
which are not fortified on that ſide, would have 
a great deal to ſuffer. 

I know very well, that when the bulineſs is up. 
on making of War, one examines not only the 
means which are to be had in order to ſucceed 
vi: it, but alin what the produtt and the con. 
ClUtOn wil be. i Know. by conſcquence, that 
thole Princes are too wiſe, than to declare them. 
{elves 
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ſelves againſt your Majeſty: from whom alone it 
is, that they can hope for ſuccour in caſe of 
their oppreſſion; and againſt whom they cannor 
but- Arm thoſe Powers, as ought to be ſuſpefted 
by them. Indeed to whatever branch it is of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, to which they addreſs them- 
ſelyes, they have equally a reaſon to be afraid of 
it. If that of Germany pretends, that they are 
Feudatories to the Empire, the reins whereof 
which it holds give it an occaſion to command 
them ; that of Spain hath over them the right of 
Convenience, which is no leſs powerful than all the 
others, So to what ſide ſoever they turn them- 
ſelves, they will find their Accounts much better to 
maintain a friendſhip with your Majeſty, than to 
addreſs elſewhere. Oaly you mult correſpond to 
it on your part. Becauſe when one ſees ones ſelf 
flighted, the reſentment which one hath does not 
ive one leave always to reflect upon what one 
ould do: and the deſire which one hath to be 
revenged, is ſometimes ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon 

the heart, that one buys it often to ones coſt. 
Amongſt ſo many important buſineſſes as your 
Majeſty had on all ſides, your mind was no leſs 
attentive to every thing, which could procure the 
good and the repole of your own Subjects, There 
was no year, In which you did not make ſome 
ood ordinances : Amongſt which I ought not to 
orget that of forbidding Pages and Lacquies to 
wear Swords : and you ordered, that it ſhonld be 
obſerved ſo exactly, that the confuſions which 
happen'd every day upon that occaſion began tG 
ceale, Your people were obliged to you alſo for 
delivering them from the importunity of the Poor : 
the multitude whereof was ſo great through the 
idleneſs 
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idleneſs of the moſt part of them, who loved ra- 
ther to beg than to work, that one was not at 
quiet in any place for them, The Streets were 
all covered with them as well as the Churches z 
where one could not ſay ones prayers, but one was 
interrupted at every minute. You cauſed them 
to be ſhut up in the Hoſpital! General : and the or- 
der which was publiſhed for it, made the deaf to 
hear, the dumb to ſpeak, the maimed to recover, 
and did ſuch a great number of miracles as never 
had been ſeen before in that kind. Becauſe the 
abuſe was ſo great, that thoſe lazy. people put 
themſelves in the ways apon heaps of ſtraw; 
where their members appeared, as if they were 
diſlocated, to procure them the more compaſſion : 
but when they ſaw, that they were about to be 
ſhut up, they became whole and ftreight, and 
worked like others. 

The Alliance which your Majeſty had contratted 
with the Exgli, gave you a means the year fol- 
lowing to make uſe of their Shipping to attack 
Dunkirk: and having inveſted it by Land and by 
Sea, Don John of Auſtria ran thither to relieve it, 
together with-the Prince of Conde, Their army 
was the greater for a New Rebel, whom your Ma- 
jelty had nevertheleſs loaded with favours : But 
as he pretended to have rcaſon to complain of 
your Miniſter, he covered himſelf with that cloak 
to fall in his Fidelity. It was the Mareſchal 4*Hoc- 
quincourt : who endeavoured to make the City of 
Peronne, which he was the Governor of, to declare 
in favour of the party to which he went, But 
the Loyalty of his Son, joyned with that of the 
lahabitents, preſerved that place to your Majeſty, 
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The importance of Duxkirk, obliged the Enemy 
to hazard all, rather than to let ic be loſt, So 
that being come to obſerve the lines, the Viſcount 
of Turenye drew out to give them battle. The 
Troops of your Majeſty in this aCtion juſtified the 
hopes which you had conceived of their valour : 
and having defeated the army of the Enemy, the 
Town ſurrender'd it ſelf to your General. You 
came thither your ſelf to put it into the hands of 
the Engliſh ;, to whom it was to appertaln in con- 
{quence of the treaty which you had made with 
them. Becauſe to hinder that they did not joya 
themſelves with your Enemies, it was convenient 
for you to take that way, notwithſtanding that 
it was a trouble to you to ſee ſo fine and fo im- 
portant a Town to fall into the hands of any o- 
ther than you. You contented your ſelf to have 
one condition executed in it, which was to the 
advantage of the Catholicks, and by which they 
were to enjoy a liberty of Conſcience, contrary 
to what the Engliſh practiſed in their other Eſtates. 
But the neceſſity which had obliged you to put 
them in the polleſſion, obliged them at the ſame 
time to grant to you a demand fo jult. 

The defeat of the Enemy opened the door to 
you to ſtill greater Conquelts. Graveling, Bergaes, 
Furnes, Dixmuyde, Menin, Oudenarde, Ypres, and 
lome other places recognized your Sovereignty. 
Bur the joy which there was for that, was but im- 
periect, by reaſon of a fear which we had of loſing 
you. For it was at that time, that you were ſo 
lick at Ca/ais, that it was believed you could ne- 
ver recover, It was remarkable to ſee the 1ad- 
nels in which all your Courc was, and all your 
Army at it, Every one in a conſternation which 
Cannot 
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cannot be expreſſed. Only you appeared always 
the ſame z and endeavoured to conſolate the Queen 
your Mother, and the Cardinal Mazarine, who 
were in a deſpair for you at the head of your bed, 
At laſt you were given over by the Phyſicians : 
and they were forced to have a recourſe to Eme- 
zich Wine, which was not as yet in uſe at that 
time, but it was what was orcgered you by a man 
who was ſent for purpoſely from Abbeville, upon 
the reputation which he had of having wrought 
great cures, It was ſo believed upon that, that 
you were perfectly loſt, that there were two or 
three of your Courtiers, who went to make their 
Compliments to your Brother upon the fine ſuc. 
ceſlion which was fallen to him. And really they 
had already drawn the curtains of your bed ; be- 
lieving you to be ſo quite dead, that your Alms. 
ners were ready to begin the De Profendis. But 

ou diſcover'd juſt in that very inſtant ſome ſigns 
of life: which letting them {ee, that they were 
deceived, they gave the Emetick Wine to you; 
which you would not take, till after you had de- 
manded of Cardinal Mazarize, whether his opi- 
nion was, that it could mend you. 

He told you, that it was good to hope ſo: which 
armed you with ſuch a reſolution, that you took 
it all in a breath, and without making the leaſt 
grimace at it. The ſame day you had a Crijs, 
which put them very well in hopes; and they 
began in reality to diſcover ſome change : which 
oblizved the man, in whole hands you were, to 
eive you a new doſe, This perfectly did the 
buſineſs for you : and the youth, in which your 
Majeſty was, being of a great help in all ſorts of 
diltcmpers, you recovercd fo entirely your health 
again, 
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again, that in a month after one could not per- 
ceive that you had been lick, 

The loſs, which there was like to have been of 
your Sacred Perſon, created a deſire in the Queen 
your Mother to marry you. Her inclination, as 
well as yours, was on the part of the Iufanta of 
Spain ; whoſe Alliance ſhould produce a general 
Peace, and give beſides to your Majeſty a Princeſs 
of an examplary Virtue, and whole beauty was 
not contemptible. But the Spaniards who feared, 
that that Alliance would but throw them one day 
under your dominion, becauſe ſhe was the Pre- 
ſumptive Heireſs of their Eſtates, diſcovered ſuch 
a dreadful averſion to_it, that you were obliged 
to caſt your Eyes upon the Princeſs of Savoy. 

Your Majeſty took a journey .to Lyons, with 
the deſign to ſee her your felf ; and to conclude 
that Matter. The Dutcheſs of Savoy came to 
meet you there, with her daughter : and you was 
ſo pleaſed with that Princeſs, that the Dutchels 
her Mother was inflamed with an unſpeakable joy 
at it, knowing that there could not a greater hap. 
pineſs befall her, All your Courtiers belieying 
already in like manner, that the buſineſs was done, 
began to regard that Princels as the perſon, whom 
Heaven ordained to be their Queen, But the Spa- 
niards foreſeeing, that if that palled, all Flanders 
would be ready to fall under the power of your 
Majeſty, and that after that Conqueſt, you would 
oblige them alſo to reſtore to you Navarre, whicl 
they retained unjuſtly from you, they ſent Pimer- 
tet tO Lyons with a power to break that Match, 
and to propoſe that of the Tyf rata. 

Your Majeſty communicated it at the ſame time 
to the Princeſs; whom you endeavoured to per- 
ſuade, 
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ſuade, that the inclination which you had for her 
render*d you leſs ſenſible, than you ſhould have 
been at another time, of that News, But as 
thoſe words, as ſincere ſoever as they might be, 
were not ſufficient to conſolate her, ſhe returned 
back to Twrin in a great aMiction for her ill for. 
Tune, 

De Lionne, being in Conference with Piementel, 
laid down the firſt draughts of a treaty of peace : 
whereof the Cardinal Mazarine deſiring to have 
all the honour, he went in Perſon to the fron- 
tier of Spain, whether his Catbolick, Majefy ſent 
on his ſide Dox Lewis de Haro, his firſt Minifter. 
They held their Conferences together in the 
Iſland of Pheaſants, upon the river Bidaſſoa, which 
ſeparates your Eſtates from thole of the King of 
Spain, And being there agreed upon every thing 
that De Lione and Piementel had left to be done, 
you ſent the Mareſchal de Grammont to Madrid, 
to demand the Infanta of her father. That Ce- 
remony being over, with all thoſe that were to 
precede your Marriage, you went your ſelf to 
Bayonne with a ſtately Court ; after firſt you had 
puniſhed the inhabitants of Marſeilles, who took 
their time ſo ill, that they had choſen to revolt 
then, when you were at the point of having a 
Peace, There you eſpouſed that Princeſs, and 
pardoned the Prince of Conde; to whom you 
reſtored the Offices and the Governments, which. 
he had before his revolt. - The moſt part of your 
Conqueſts continued to you by that Treaty. But 
you was obliged to give back Lorain, a road ex- 
ccpted to go into Alſatia, which was to remain 
under your Sovereignty ; and the Dutchy of Bar 
excepted, which was in like manner to appertain 
to you, In 
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In relation to the fear of the Spaniards, whicli 
was here ſpoken of but now, you remedied that 
in the beſt way, that could be thought of on 
one ſide and the other. You Remownced to the 
Succeſſion of Spain in formal terms, and with all 
the Clauſes, which that Crown was willing to ex- 
at. And thus a Peace being given to your Sub- 
jets, after ſo long a War, you thought upon no- 
thing next, but how to make #hem enjoy it, and 
to, enjoy it your ſelf. 


-—a— — = _ 
CHAP. IKE 


An Account of what paſſed from the Peace of 
Pyranccs, to the Treaty of Aix la Cha- 
pelle. 


Efore your Majeſty came back again unto Pa- 
ris, you made a ſtay at Fontainblean, to give 
time to the Inhabitants of that great City to pre- 
pare themſelves to receive you. The Entrance 
which you made into it was ſo ſtately and ſo mag- 
nificent, that nothing hath been ſeen like it in the 
- memory of Man. Your Majeſty reſted at the 
coming in to the Fauxbourg St. Antoine, where 
they had raiſed a Throne for you of ſo great beau- 
ty, that it was worthy of you, and of the Queen 
your Conſort. There you received the comple- 
ments of the Sovereign Courts, and of the body of 
the City ; after which you repaired to the Lowpre, 
preceded by your Nobility, in the midſt of fo 
grezt a concourſe of people, that it ſeemed as if 
all France was run thither to admire you. 
Amonegft 
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Amoneſt all theſe occaſions of ſatisfaCtion, you 
applyed your ſelf according to your Cuſtom to the 
government of your -State : and your cares ex. 
tending themſelves as well to your Allies as to 
your own People, you put an end to a great dif- 
ference, which was ariſen betwixt the Crowns of 
the North, and which had already produced a 
cruel War. All Europe was even ready to enter 
intoitz ſo true it is, that there needs but one 
ſpark to cauſe a great conflagration, But you ha- 
ving remedied that by your prudence, you found 
your {elf continually more and more in a conditi- 
on to enjoy the repoſe, which you had attained 
by your virtue to. 

| had not as yet the honour to be known par= 
ticularly to your Majeſty ; though at the death 
of Monſieur le Roi, the firſt Commis to Mon- 
fieur le Tellier,, the Secretary of State for the War, 
he had made me to ſupply his Office, in order to 
preſerve it for AZonſiewr de Fillacerf his relation 
and mine, who was not yet of Age to execute It. 
After that, I was enter*d into the fervice of the 
Cardinal Mazarine : with whom I had the honour 
to ſpeak to your Majeſty : but as it was only ex 
paſſant, .and to anſwer to the queſtions which you 
asked me, TI ran a hazard of being a long time 
unknown to you, if the Cardinal who perceived 
himſelf a dying every day had not told you, that 
I was One very well underſtood in the Revenue, 
and capable of redrefling the miſmanagements 
which were committed there. | 

Two things made him ſpeak that good of me, 
to your Majeſty, The one was, the abuſes which 
were actually practiſed there : the other, the 
goou Crcer wiich I had bronght in his affairs, 
WHIT 
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which he had left to my conduct. I know nor, 
whether I ſhould not alſo add two others to the 
ſame account. The one, the hatred which he 
bore to Mon/ienr Foxquet, the Surintendant of the 
Revenue, with whom he had had ſome words but 
a very few days before; and who thought much 
too well of himſelf, becauſe he was beſides the 
Sellicitor-General to the Parliament : The other, 
becauſe he ſaw him with one foot in the grave; 
which made him think of quitting the World and 
the grandevrs of it, However It was, your Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed, that I ſhould have ſome parti- 
cular conferences with you, in which T was fo 
happy as to give you ſatisfaction, And this was 
the occaſion that you told me, that I ſhould draw 
up for you ſorhe Memoirs at large of all that I 
had the honour to entertain you with : which 
was what I did the next day, and you ſhew your 
ſelf to be very well pleaſed with them. : 
In the mean time the Duke of Lorazn, who com- 

plained that he had been facrificed in the Treaty, 
came to Paris : where he put every thing on toot 
to endeayour to have it reformed upon his account. 
But after all that that he had committed,as well in 
the life time of the late King your Father, as 
under the reign of your "Majeſty, for which rea- 
fon he had been-diſpoſleſſed of his Eſtates, there 
was no probability of his ſucceeding. Indeed you 
concluded upon very good grounds, from that 
which had happened in the time paſt, that there 
was no ſecurity to take his word for the time to 
come. So you rejetted all that he propoted to 
you: and ſignified ro him, that it was fit he kept 
bimſelf to what had been determined. As he 
laiv that, he took the Cardinal by his weak fide : 
H 2 2 
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and cauſed a propoſal to be made to him of a mars 
riage of one of his Nieces, either with him, or 
with Prince Charles his Nephew, the brother of 
Prince Francis; pretending that he was not as 
yet very well reſolved, whether he ſhould marry 
again-or no. For the Dutcheſs Nicolle was dead 
at that very time, and he might make himſelf a 
more ſolid match than that was, which he had 
done in her life time with the Princeſs of Cante- 
croix. The Advantage which your Miniſter found 
in this, carried him to forget the intereſts of your 
Majeſty. In which neverthelefs he was extremely 
to blame; upon the account that He, on whom 
a Prince depends in his affairs, ought always to 
prefer thoſe to every thing which can be propo- 
ſed to him for his own particular intereſt. I 
have had the honour to have put this rule into pra-s 
Ctice : and in a little time I will alledge an exam- 
ple of it to your Majeſty : in which you will ſee, 
that an advantageous Match which was propoſed 
to me for my eldeſt Son, was ſo far from gaining 
me, that ir did not tempt me ; becaule I believed 
that the ſervice of your Majeſty was concerned 
in it. 

The Duke finding that he had ſet by his Po- 
licy his affairs on in a good way, played the Lover 
himſelf ; upon the account that he ſaw that the 
' Cardinal had more an inclination for him, than 
for his Nephew. Becauſe he thought by that 
means to gain time, and that he ſhould have that 
time to put ſome new invention in prattice, To 
this diſſimulation he added another, to protra& 
the propoſed marriage ſtill longer. He counter. 
feited himſelf fick : but that pretended ſickneſs 
not hindering him from purſuing the A 
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his affair, he got the Duke of Gaiſe to act in it 3 
whom he deceived the firſt, with an intent that 
his good credit which is uſually the ſupport of a 
Negotiation, ſhould make the Cardinal go on vi- 
gorouſly for his intereſts. 

The Duke of Gziſe, who really was a Prince 
full of integrity, and whoſe great and generous 
ſoul would not have permitted him to ſerve as 
an inſtrument to deceive any perſon ; This Duke, 
I ſay, believing him to be in good earneſt, acted 
for him with all the warmth which he could hope 
for in a Prince of his blood : and as the Cardi- 
nal knew him to be incapable of a Cheat, he pla- 
ced ſo much confidence in him, that he ſigned a 
Treaty in the name of your Majeſty, which was 
much more to the advantage of the Duke of Lo- 
rain, than that which had been held in the Iſland 
of Pheaſants. After which he waited to ſee his 
Niece the Dutcheſs of Lorain, whether it was, 
that ſhe ſhould marry the Duke, or the Prince 
Charles. But that Duke, who took a pride in ne- 
ver. keeping to what he promiſed, having Thus 
obtained all that he could wiſh for, diſclaimed 
the Duke of Gaiſe, who had engaged, that he 
ſhould marry his Niece immediateiy after the 
Treaty, | 

It will appear perhaps ſtrange, that that Mini- 
ſter, who had ſo great a ſhare of nicety, did not 
oblige him to ratifie what the Duke promiſed to 
him on his part, the firf. But it is to be known, 
that he was not willing that your Majelty ſhould 
underſtand, that that was the price which the 
Duke was to pay for the Acceſs which he had to 
your favour. So by ſeeking to be too nice, he 
fqund himſelf cheated : which lets ns {e, rhat ore 
nw 13 
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is neyer to place a confidence in perſons of a cer- 
tain Character ; and that beſides,the exceſs of cun- 
ning is ſometimes more invifible, than if there 
was leſs of it. 

There is a likelihood, that the Cardinal who 
was an 7talian, and who by conſequence loyed re. 
venge, as do all thoſe of- that Nation, would not 
have pardoned him. And it was really impoſli- 
ble, in the Poſt in which he was, but that he 
ſhould find ſome favourable occaſion for his re- 
venge. But being come to betake to his bed, it 
was fit for him to think of things of a greater 
conſequence 3 which was to render an Account to 
God. As he had been accuſtomed to have every 
one render an Account to him, without his ren- 
dring of his own. to any, this Account per- 
plex?d him to a degree, that he had ſome convyul- 
ſions at it extraordinary, However, believing 
that in the condition in which he found himſelf, 
he ſhould hazard nothing, although he ſhould tell 
the truth, he accufed himſelf with having robbed 
your Majeſty and the People. Monſieur Folz, the 
Parſon of St. Nichclus de Chams, who was his Di- 
rector, told him, that he could not give him ab- 
ſolution, unleſs he-did make reſtitution. And as 
that, as very Tich as he was, was above his power, 
and that beſides he had ſtill fo great a paſſion for 
riches, that he could not poſlibly reſolve to ſtrip 
himſelf of them, he had run the hazard of dying 
without recelving it, if your Majeſty had not had 
the goodneſs to make a gift to thim, of what'he 
might have taken from you. Monſieur Fol: was 
ſatisfied with the declaration which your Majeſty 
{o made : and this having relaxed his mind again, 
he died more quietly than he would have done o- 
therwile, | Your 
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Your Majeſty the ſame Night commanded me 
to come into your Cloſet : where you inquired 
of - me, whether he had not hid any eftefts, and 
the place where they might be? I told you every 
thing that I knew of them : and you poſleſſed 
your ſelf of an abundance of riches : and yet how- 
ever left ſo much to his Niece Hortenſia, whom 
he. had made his heireſs, upon condition that her 
Husband ſhould carry the name and the arms of 
HAazarine, that it raiſed a jealonulte in all the Prin- 
ces of the blood. But your Majeſty, who had 
all along had ſo mach goodneſs for him, continu. 
ed it to him ſtill after his death, without being 
willing that one ſhquld meddle in any fort with 
his inheritance, 

_ All Fraxce now had its Eyes turned upon your 
Majeſty, to ſee how you would govern yourſelf 
in theſe beginnings, in which you were left to 
your own proper conduct. For although that be. 
fore now, you had made it to appear by a thopſand 
things, that you would be one day a great King 3 
yet the 11 education which*® you had had, joyned 
with this that you had always becn, as It 
were, under the ferula of that Miniſter, made it 
to be doubted, whether you had conduted your- 
ſelf by your own proper movements, or whether 
you had not followed thole of another. More- 
over, as the Vivacity of our Nation docs not give 
us much of eſteem for that: which ſeems to us to 
be dull and heavy, there were many who took for 
a defect, that air of iſto, which you have 21- 
ways had in all your actions, Tiey cold not be- 
lieve that a Prince of your age e2zhe to be fo £252; 
eſpecially.ja a Court, where there was an infinite 
rumbgr of hot-headed perſons, and who fpoak all 


} 


| i! » on 
ay. q, Lal G 


104 The Political Laft Teſtament 
that they think without making the leaſt reflexion 
upon 1t; 

"put I, in the ficſt conferences which I had the 
honour to have with you, judged quite otherwiſe 
of your Majeſty : and you weighed all things fo 
well then, that :I was convinced that the adyan- 
tages of a good Natural Genius prevailed in you 
over ſo ill an education, All your ſubjefts did 
not delay to be of my ſentiment : particularly 
when they ſaw, that as much as they had taken 
their liberty under the Miniſtry of Cardinal Ma- 
,zarine, no leſs did you oblige them to give you 
the reſpect which was due to you, The juſt and 
pertinent anſwers which you made alſo to the 
' Ambaſſadors, who reſided at your Court, raiſed 
a great opinion of your Wiſdom ſo, that in a 
trice, the Strangers as well as the French, were 
undeceived of certain diſcourſes which had been 
held to your diſadvantage. For there needs but 
the leaſt appearance to cauſe a Prince, who is 
upon the throne, to be flandered : whereas there 
muſt be a pile of conſiderable occurrences, and of 
actions full of condutt, to put them in a repute. 
Which ought to let them know that they are ne- 
ver to do any thing, but what is very well to the 
purpoſe : becauſe every one having their Eyes 
rurned upon them, it is but with the infent to do 
juſtice to them, according as their aCtions ſhall be 
200d or bad. 

But your Majeſty had nothing for you to ap- 
prehend on that ſide : And I am bound to give 
this teſtimony of you further to poſterity,that you 
did one action, which deſerves to acquire you an 
immortal glory, As you were forward, as I 
have ſaid above, with the Ladies, you fell in _ 
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with the eldeſt of the four Nieces, who were yet 
at Court : and you loyed her even ſo paſlionate- 
ly, that thoſe who had not the honour to know 
yon, believed that that paſſion would be apt to 
make you forget your duty to your ſelf, The 
Neice ſhe fomented it too ingeniouſly enough ; 
and ſought only how to inflame you ſtill more, 
by thoſe artificial windings and turnings, which 
are ſo well underſtood amongſt the Women of * 
wit, and who would make an advantage of their 
Conqueſts. But ſo far were you from falling in- 
to the ſnares which ſhe ſpread for you, that you 
conſented that ſhe ſhould be married : And you 
ſaw her depart from you with a dry eye, notwith- 
ſtanding her tender reproaches of you ; and that 
your heart reproached you to your ſelf for being 
ſo very cruel to you, when you might have pro- 
cured your ſelf a felicity, which is fo much the ' 
more moving, as one imagines that there is no 
other in this life beſides, when one is in the con- 
dition as you were. | 

This Victory 'over your ſelf was followed by 
another, upon the occaſion - of the ſame perſon. 
The {weetneſles which ſhe had taſted at Court, as 
likewiſe perhaps the remembrance of your Maje- 
ſty, which ſhe could not put away from her, ha- 
ving occalioned her to lead but an ill life with 
her Husband, ſhe came preſently back into France. 
It was believed, and many perſons are of that opi- 
nion, that ſhe had ſtrong hopes, that a flame 
which had been ſo ardent and fo lively would ea- 
fily kindle again. So ſhe was drawing with full 
ſail towards the Court, when your Majeſty, be- 
ing informed of it, ſent a Courier to her to order 
her to retire into a Convent, | 

| l 


TO6r: The Pobithed! Laſt Teflament 
F- do not take. carey” Sir, how | anticipate upon 
the time, in-which this paſled : and to put. down 
thiogs in order, 1 ſhould have dane better to. re. 
mit the diſcourſe of it to another- place. But the 
congruity. which this circumſtance hath with: the. 
ather which I have: recited, hath not permitted 
me to defer any:longerthe ſpeaking'ot it - beſides. 
that this, piece of work: will admit more eafily of 
'a branſpofition, than if-I undertook to. do youg. 
hiftory im form. .! - -::- 12M | 
In the mean time your Majeſty not being able 
to confide in the unquiet and reſtle(s ſpirit of the 
Duke:of Lorain, and fearing leſt he ſhould enter 
 -Iato Cabal which were prejudicial to the gaod 
of your State, you took a deſign to marry 18 France 
Prince” Charles: his Nephew, to whom af. right 
did belong the Eſtates of Lorain and Bar.; Prince 
* Fraxcis his Father, who, was living at Paris, was 
overjoyed that your Majeſty had ſuch good in- 
tentions for his. Son; who without you could not 
oblige his Uncle to do him juſtice. He propoſed 
to your Majeſty a 'match with Jdademoifelle de 
AMoutpenfier , and you gave your conſent &0 It ; 
becauſe it was indifferent to you, what the Match 
was; provided thatiit: pat the Duke of Lorazz out 
of a- Condition to hurt you, Mademoiſelle de 
Momtpenfier, who had-given a good ear before to 
the: propoſition, which had been made to her af 
that 'of the Duke of Auguien, whillt he was but 
an Infant, hearkned with yet a greater pleaſyre to 
this, which was offered her of a Prince of a hand- 
ſome meen, and whoſe age was more Proportt 
enable to her own,, She even fell in :Jove with 
him. to that degree, that ſhe became jealous of 
her Siſter; whom the Prince of Larain _ 
have 


of Monfiew Colbert. ro7 
have liked much better than her, but that 
your Majeſty did deſign her for another. In 
reality yon had promiſed her to the Dnke' of 
Taſcany, the Eldeft Son of the Duke of Florence, 
whom ſhe Married ſoon after. * And yet, altho? 
theſe two might know, that they were not Born 
for one another, they did not forbear to ſee each 
other ; and the Prince of Lorain, who was infla- 
med for- her every day more and more, Sacrt- 
ficed a Picture to her which he had of Mademot- 
= de Montpenſier. The vanity which all Ladies 

ave of gtorying in their Conqueſts, eſpecially 
when they would difparage a Rival, cauſed her 
to reveal the Sacrifice which had been made to 
her, althongh ſhe ſeemed to have a conſiderable 
mtereft to keep'the thing ſecret, Your Majeſty, 
really, was not to' think welt of 'this : Beſides, 
that before Her ſpeedy paſling inta 7zaly, to go to 
join her Husband, it was not Ginealent that he 
ſhould ſuſpet her of any Loye Intrigue. But all 
theſe reflexions having not kept her from making 
that falſe ſtep } So trac it is, that Youth, Prudence, 
and Love, are rarely of a Company x Mademoiſelle de 
Montpenfier no ſooner knew of it, but ſhe broke 
with that Prince, His Father, who was extreme- 
ly concerned that his Son ſhould miſs of a Match 
which was in all refpe@s ſo conſiderable, did what- 
ever he could to recover it again ': But the Prin- 
ceſs, whoſe Pride was anſwerable to the Grandeur 
of her Birth, deſpiſed all the ſatisfaftions which 
they promifed to her. 

Your Majeſty would not offer her any violence, 
althaugh you might think that that Aﬀair was ne- 
ceſlary to the Good of your State. In the mean 
time; Prince Charles having loſt himſelf ſo excel. 
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ſent an occaſion by his own fault, they propoſed 
to him the Dutcheſs of Lougaeville, who was fallen 
a Widow not long fince, and who had alſo a very 
great fortune. But whether it was, that he could 
not forget the Dutcheſs of Tyſcany, or that the 
report which ran about, that that Princeſs had 
ſome imperfeQions, might diſtaſte him againſt that 
propoſition, he conld not perſwade himſelf to 
make thoſe ſteps as were proper, in order to 
come to ſucceed there. | 

The Duke of Lorain, who would not part 
with his Eſtates, had had a great diſquiet, that 
his Nephew ſhould Marry Mademoiſelle de Mont- 
penfier, although he had made a ſhew as if the 
thing was done with his conſent, And yet know- 
ing the averſion which he had: to the Dutcheſs of 
Nemoxrs, he was eager to perſwade: him -to her, 
-nnder a deſign to clear himſelf with Your Majeſty, 
from the ſuſpicion.in which you were, that he had 
ſet a thouſand Wheels on work to hinder . the 
other Marriage. But the more that. he made that 
His care, the mpre Prince Charles was eſtranged 
:from it z who, however, felt in himſelf an incli. 
nation for Mademoiſelle de Nemonrs,theNiece to the 
late Husband of the Dutche(s ; and who,. certain- 
ly, had a little more wherewithal to engage him 
than her Aunt. He indeed gave himſelf ſo ab- 
ſolutely to her, that he forgot entirely the Dutch- 
eſs of Tuſcany; which Your Majeſty being inform. 
.edof by his Father, who did not at firſt approve 
of the Match, becauſe he went more upon the 
account of Fortune than Beauty, you obliged 
him to conſent to it ; and then there was no more 


to be done, but to do the ſame thing with relation | 


tothe Duke of Loyaiy, But the little diſpoſition 
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which he had to furrender his Eſtates to him, 
made him that he oppoſed a thouland difficulties 
againſt it. Which Your Majeſty finding to be with- 
ont foundation, you let him know, that unleſs 
he did take up a reſolution which was conformable 
toyour Will, and to reaſon in the thing, it ſhould 
be diſpatched without conſulting of him any more, 
This Sentence was as a ſtroak of Thunder to him; 
and believing that he ſhould ſcarce bring it about, 
to induce your Majeſty to revoke it, he offered 
to you to declare you Heir to his Eſtates, upon 
condition that you pleaſed to grant him the Ho- 
nour of your Protection againſt his Nephew. 

His deſign was but to delude you in making 
that propofition to you : But having had the Po- 
licy to inſinuate to your Majeſty, that the Right 
of his Nephew to the Eſtates of Loraiz and Bar, 
was not ſo well eſtabliſhed in his favour, but he 
could diſpute it with him; and having withal re- 
cited ſome examples, by which it did appear, 
that the Saligue Law had a place in thoſe two 
Dutchies, your Majeſty treated with him, and lefc 
off the purſuit of that Marriage, although there 
was nothing wanting to it but the Conſummation, 
and the Ceremonies for it had been already diſ- 
patched by the Sollicitor. 

See how Intereſt aCts often upon great Souls, 
as well as upon thoſe of common People ! And 
yet it is what is pot ſo pardonable in them, by 
reaſon that they ovght to have more care of their 
Reputation than of their Fortune, which is alrea- 
dy high enough, than for them to ſeek after any 
new Eitabliſhment at the expence of their Glo. 
ry. Really, as little ſoever as the difficulty may 
be, which there is in an affair, they ought ro de. 
Clare 
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clare themſelves for Juſtice ; and not to think to 
ſupport by force, a Right which 1s not able to 
ſtand of it ſelf This, which hath been now 
ſpoken of, was of that nature; and it would haye 
been to be wiſhed, that your Majeſty had made 
that reflexion upon it. You had ſeen that it was 
a Charm which was given you, only the better to 
deceive you : Beſides, that this Treaty contained 
in it things, which rendered the execution of. it 
impoſlible, as I will make it appear hereafter to 
your Majeſty. | 

This Afﬀair, which I have treated of ſo all in a 
breath, becauſe I found my ſelf engaged in it, 
in ſpeaking of the deſign which your Majeſty 
had to Match Mademoiſelle de Montperfier, ought, 
nevertheleſs, to have been Poſtponed to a many 
others, to make things to come in order : Only the 
ſame excuſe, which offered for my ſelf here aboye, 
will ſerve me again upon this occaſion, without 
my needing to make uſe of another. 

However it is, your Majeſty having diſcovered 
to me, in all the Conferences which I had had 
with you, a great deſire to go to Work to pur- 
poſe upon the Reformation of your Kingdom, 
you ordered the Memoires to be given to you, 
which had been drawn up in the time of the Car- 
dinal of Richliews;, and whereunto, the precipate 
Death of that Miniſter had hindred him, that he 
could not go to work himſelf. You found in 
them a great many things to reje(t, becauſe the 
cime which was paſled ſince that, had put a change 
ro the face of Aﬀairs; and what was good under 
his Miniſtry, was no more {ſo now. You choſe, 
however, the good that was there, and left the 
bad; in which you conducted your felf with fo 

much 
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much Judgment, as I cannot ſuthictently commend 
in you. 

| You were reſolyed, in the mean tune, to call 
to an account the Farmers of your Revenue, who 
abuſing your Minority, had done their own buli- 
neſs at the expence of yours. To this purpoſe 
you laid a deſign to begin with the Maſter of 
them, who appeared to you to be the moſt cul: 
pable. I mean, the Surintendant of the Financer, 
whoſe abuſes you had been made acquainted with 
by me; and he was fo fully ſenſible of them him- 
ſelf, that to avoid the puniſhment which he deſer- 
yed, he. propoſed to ſhelter himſelf from it by a 
greater Crime, To this end, he had purchaſed 
Belle-Iſle of the Houle of Retz, where hedeſigned 
to make head againſt your: Majeſty; aſſuring him- 
ſelf,, that he ſhould have a great many of theGa- 
vernors;:of [Provinces and of the Frontier pla- 
ces on his ſidez to whom he immediately ſeat 
Penſions, He had even made ready a Project of 
it, which was found amongſt his Papers when he 
was taken vp:; ſo that if one had but done him 
Juſtice, one ſhould have then {eat him upon a 
Scaliold. , 

The Office, which he had in the Parliament, 
giving your Majeſty to believe, after what- you 
had ſeen, that it was dangerous to lay him under 
the hands. of Juſtice, belore he. was Ciſcharged 
from thence, you effected that your (elf, under a 
pretence, that having taken upon you, ſince the 
Death of the Cardinal, all: the: Aﬀairs of State, 
that office was very inſignificant to you,' Foruguet 
fell into the Snare z and having fold ta one of 
his irtends, you went into Bretague, Where you 
had reſolved to cauſe him to be Arrefted at the 
{3:00 
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ſame time that you ſhould poſleſs your ſelf of Belle. 
Iſle. The thing was executed in the manner in 
which you had laid the Project, and having ap. 
pointed his Commiſſaires, you ordered them to get 
ready his Proceſs. | 
Monſieur le Teflier was his capital Enemy ; but 
the ſweetneſs of his Politicks made him, that he 
would not, however, aCt neither direCtly nor in- 
directly - againſt him, He began to enter into a 
jealouſie of this, that your Majeſty ſhew ſo much 
good will to me; and as he ſhould not have been 
ſorry, that your Majeſty had had leſs confidence 
in my Services, he would, if he had been 
have made the treatment to pals for an Injultice, 
which was uſed to Fouquet, To ſee here, how 
thoſe who affett the molt to paſs for Wiſe Men 
to the Pablick, cannot diſſemble themſelves, when 
they think that their Jntereſt is concerned. So 
that to judge of them, as one ought, one is not 
to run headlong upon appearances. But a Man 
f Wit muſt wait for ſuch opportunities, as may 
work upon the Paſſions. For it 1s then that he is to 
makea Judgment of the Wiſdom of a Perſon ; and 
not at a time when every thing which is done, 
bears ſo little a conformity to him, that it is not 


to be admired, if it is not at all to be perceived. 


Your Majeſty erected alſo a Court of Juſtice to 
take the Cognizance of the Farmers, which was a 
thing that drew upon me the Public hatred ; be- 
cauſe the number of thoſe who flew thither was 
ſo great, that more than one half of Paris was 
concerned, either for themſelves, or their Rela- 
tions, or their Friends. Indeed, the prodigious 
richneſs of thoſe Blood-ſuckers of your People was 


ſuch, that they were allied to every thing that _ 
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of the moſt conſiderable, both of the Gown and 


. of the Sword. They had alſo carried the Sale of 


the Oftices to ſuch an exceſſive height, that none 
but themſelves could come up to it. Fiexbet had 
offered no leſs than ten hundred thouſand Francks, 
for that of the Sollicitor Gexeral. That of Pre- 


fident a Mortier was valued at as much. That of 


Maſter of the Requeſts at a hundred and ten thou= 
ſand Crowns : And that of a Simple Connſellor of 
the Parliament at two hundred, - and 1 know not 
how many thouſand Livres, | 

1 had yery well foreſeen the effet, which this 
would work againſt me ; and withal, that they 
would not: fail to ſay, that there was no Faith 
in your, Majeſty z who after having been ſerved 
with the Purſes of people in your neceſlity, payed 
your Debts by exceſſive Taxes, and ſent eyen 
thoſe. perſons to the Hoſpital, who before were 
the beſt provided in Paris. But, beſides that 
the meanneſs of their Original was an infallible 
evidence, that they had not amaſled thoſe vaſt 
riches together but by their rapine ; and that by 
conſequence, it was no Injuſtice to bring them 
to diſgorge 3 I made a great difference betwixt 
what had been done during your Minority, and 
what you would have done your ſelf. For the 
one requires that ones Credit be ſtill good ; with« 
out which, a Prince will find no body who will 
aſſiſt him in his neceſſity : From whence there 
will arrive thoſe inconventences, as all the Pru. 
dence of man ſhall not be able to apply any re- 
medy to, - So that a Prince would be but ill advi- 
ſed, who ſhould deprive himſelf by his unhappy 
Conduct of a Succour, which ſooner or later he 


may have an occaſion for :  "— as little ſo- 
ever 
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ever as the time is that he reigns, there may 
n2pnpen Chings which cannot be foreſeen. And 
thoto waly, are ſometimes of ſuch great conſe- 
7487ces, that whatever his good Husbandry is, 
be Funds which he has made are not ſafhcient to 
ſnrrly hi, One cannot lay up a Mais of Mo- 
voy fo vait as that: And that which is laid up 
-7;i7 fo be proportioned to that, which runs a- 
2 7.1c State, Otherwiſe a Prince would di. 
-.. 51s Revenue his own ſelf, by the inability 
- +/1..4 he ſhould caſt his People to pay him : 
-:2u/e there would be none but himſelf who 
20id have Money. 
A cotlequence ſo dangerous, 'obliges therefore 
a Prince to keep his Credit good. Yet that which 
heis to do, is not to allow ſo exceſſive a Gain 
to the Farmers, as that his People ſhould be rui- 
ned thereby, as well as himſelf. For he ſees plain. 
ly, that if he does not Husband his Afairs like a 
good Father of a Family, he will be obliged to lay 
Taxes upon Taxes. The Farmers, on their ſide, 
ought not to delire to become rich in ſo ſmall a 
time ; becaule it gives an occaſion to Tax them : 
Whereas, when their Gain is moderafe, one leaves 
them to enjoy the fruit of their labour in peace. 
After theſe remarks, I come again to that 
which I vas touching upon, in ſaying that there 
is a great difference betwixt what a Prince does 
of himſelf, and that which his Mznifter hath done 
during his Minority, This appears abſolutely at 
the firſt ſight : becauſe if his Miniſter hath not had 
4 care of his Afﬀairs, there is no reaſon which 
oblizes him to approve of that man's faults. He 
33 uot of a worſe condition than a private per- 
to1 is, who may appeal when he will from what 
| his 
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his Guardian hath done contrary to his intereſts] 
Beſides, that the people having ordinarily an ir- 
Teconcileable hatred againſt the Farmers, tO ſcowre 
the one off is to pleaſe. the other. I add to 
this, That the time of a Minority being always 
grievous, and it being as it were impoſſible, that 
the Coffers of a Prince are not charged with a 
deal of Debts, he cannot ſeek to acquit himſelf 
of thoie by a ſweeter method, and which will 
make a leſs outcry than this: Conſidering that it 
is but ſome particular men, who have an intereſt 
in it ; and that the good of the Publick is ſo far 
from ſuffering, that they are glad of it ; upon the 
account, that they had rather that the Prince ſhould 
have his own ſubſtance, than thoſe wretches ; who 
whileſt they are fatning themſelves with it, have 
alſo committed very often a thouſand violences. 

Your Majeſty diſcharged an infinite number of 
Debts by the means of this Enquiry. In the 
mean time God bleſſed your Marriage, and ſent: 
you a Son, who ſhows himſelf worthy of the Vir- 
tues of his Father, And your Majeſty hath taken 
alſo ſuch a great care of his Education, that that 
added to his good natural Genius, it would be 2 
ſtrange thing if he was leſs perfect. 

You Married, much about the ſame time, to 
the Princeſs of Exgland, your Brother ; who had 
taken the Name of the Duke of Orleans, after 
the Death of your Uncle, who had left no Heirs 
Male. This Alliance continued your good Corre- 
ſpondence with the Engliſh : Who having loſt 
Cromwel ſince the year 1658, had found his Son 
Richard to be (o little deſerving to poſſeſs his place, 
that they had now ſet their lawful King upon the 
Throne again, And now therc happened in that 
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Country an Aﬀair, which was upon the point of 
creating a new War to your Majeſty. Your Am- 
baſſadour having ſent his Coaches to the Entrance 
of the Ambaſſadour from Sweden, the Ambaſlador 
of the King of Spain appointed, to have his own 
Coaches to go the firtt perſons, who ſtopped the 
Guides of his Horſes ; fo that that Spaniſh Am- 
baſiadour ubtained all he defired ; only his Tri. 
umph as not of a long duration. Your Majeſty 
being jaſtly in an indignation at this procedure, 
demanded a 7:paration of it of the King of Spaiz; 
who let himſcif a little be plucked by the Ear, be- 
fore he would agree to what you claimed, But 
your Majeſty having ſent Orders to the Amballa. 
dour which you 3d at his Court, to fignliy to 
him, that witiout that, there would be preſently 
a rupture betwizt the two Crowns; the fear 
vihich he had of your Arms, brovght him not on- 
ly to ailclaim his Amvailadour, bur alſo to declare, 
that he did not pretend to diſpute the precedence 
with your Majofty. | 
This Declaracion was made by the Marquis de 
I: Frentes, the Miniſter of his Catbolick Majeſty, 
viho rcfided at your Court : And that, in the pre. 
ſ2:1ce of the otner Ambaſſadours and Miniſters of 
Princes, who weretherealſo; and who gave teſf1- 
mony to uh:ir Maſters, that this difference was 
ended to your fatisfacion. In the mean time, 
you ſip prefled the Office of Colonel General of the 
French infantry, which was vacant by the Death of 
the T5:ire of E/pernom; who had carried the Au- 
thority tyoreot 00 that height, that there wanted 
Lut 2 little of his being ready to take wp the 
C::/72] with you. In reality he pretended to dif- 
role of all the Oltices of the Foot, without ex- 
cepting 
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cepting from thence ſo much as tus Companies 
of the Guards ; which was a thing of that con- 
ſequence, as a thouſand inconvenienc?s might 
ariſe from 1t, 

You paſſed a number of gooG 0-:2nces allo 
concerning the Mex of the Sword ; 5G Laat taey 
became fit for Diſcipline, which was +ivizt they 
did not undecitand before. For there 1:4 retgn- 
ed ſuch a diſorder amongſt them, that there was 
almoſt as many Maſters as Captains; eſpeciaily in 
the old Corps, where they were ſo far from obler- 
ving the Authority of Colonels, that iter ſcarce 
acknowledged that of a General, You beld your 
band faſt to that alſo,that the S51lUers ſhould have 
all their Neceſſaries, And whereas nefore they 
went almoſt quite naked, and that in tie fame 
Company one was habited 1a- gray, another in 
blue, another in green, and fo of the reit, you 
ordered them to have Stockings and Shoots at. all 
times when they wanted them, with fuch Habits 
as are uniform. And this Conſtitution natn ap- 
peared fo fine and fo neceſſary to other Princes, 
that they alſo have conſormed to the fame. $0 
that your Majeſty can boaſt, that it is you who 
bath procured to the Soldiery, throughout all Exe 
rope, the advantages which they enjoy at this 
Cay. 

But there hath been nothing done which is of 
greater purpoſe upon their acconns, than rhe 
raking away from the Captains the Right, which 
they had beiore, to take the Cognizance of their 
Crimes: becanſe ihe impunity which they hop?d 
for from thence, induced them to commit a thou- 
land diforders. Tndeed there is nothin? more v1- 
j4't, In my oniImon, than to remit the PU3l'- 
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ment of a Crime into the hands of thoſe, who 
have an intereſt in ſaving the Criminal ; and it 


is a thing well enough known, that a Captain, 


to whom it coſts Money to raiſe another Soldier, 
is not ſo much a lover of Juſtice, as to buy it 


at his own coſt. 


This Reformation in your Revenue,and amongſt 
your Men of the Sword, preceded all the others; 
upon the account that it ſeemed to you to be the 
foundation of a ſolid and a ſecure Government. 
Your Majeſties reaſon was, becauſe when you 
ſhould be ſtrong there, in the one and the other, 
all the reſt would follow all alone, without your 
meeting with the leaſt difficulty in them. A Prince 
really, who hath Money and a good Army, at- 
trafts not only the reſpect of his own People, 
but alſo that of his Neighbours. It is the way 
to give him a great reputation, without which a 
Kingdom cannot flouriſh : Inſomuch that a Prince, 
who hath a care of his Affairs, is to ſtudy entire- 
ly to get himſelf that; in which there is a-thou. 
fand times more of advantage, than in cauſing 
himſelf to be feared by unjuſt Enterpriſes, altho? 
they are ſucceſsful to him, Becauſe the one raiſes 
up againſt him the enmity of. all the other States, 
whileſt the other procures him' their eſteem and 
conſideration. Now a State, which is found ſo 
to have ſuch a great number of Enemies, receives 
ſooner or later a Aortal blow from them, which 
they make 1t their endeavour to give it. Where- 
as, when its putflance is founded upon Right and 
Reaſon, it hath always: its faithful Allies, and 
who do never fail it in its neceflity. So that a 
well-adviſed Prince is never to go upon a War, 
unleſs it be juſt, For if it is but only Ambition, 
which 
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which puts the Sword in his hand, his ancient 
friends become preſently his enemies : wherein 
one cannot blame them, becauſe they do not find 
that their ſecurity is any greater than the others, 
And yet this truth, as evident as it is, and fſhch 
as a Prince ſhould never depart from, is not a!- 
ways the rule of their ations. A corrupt Mini- 
ſter endeavours to infinuate other Maxims z; and 
unleſs they look into them very narrowly, they 
oftentimes embrace the ſhadow for the ſubTtance. 
T am ſorry that this can poſſibly be !aid of your 
Majeſty « Burt as latterers are more to be afraid 
of you than your declared enemies, 1 ſhall willing- 
ly keep my ſelf from being of their number. So 
that when there comes a time for it, 1 will let you 
ſee, that the Marquis of Loxvois, abuſing your 
Truſt in hit, hath lead you to commit an errour 
that is contrary to your latereſts, and which hath 
raiſed you the World of Enemies, which you have 
at preſent againſt you. For, although the louriſh- 
ing Eſtate in which you are ar this day, contains 
them under ſilence, I need only, for a proot of 
this truth, uſe the Anſwer, which was made to 
that Miniſter by the Baron De! Va! : To whom 
he had faid, as he was letting him ſe: the Arſenal 
of Doway, That if your Maj:fty bad alw:ys atYar, 
it wuld make a fine aoiſe. I believe It, replicd he; 
and indeed [ am certain, that that noiſe would be 
ſach, as all Ezrepe will be awakened at ic. 1 pre- 
ſume, it is not neceſſary to explain to your Ma. 
zeſty, what he meant by that ; It is to He nnder- 
ſtood wel] enough of it ſelf; and he cond not 
more 1ngeniouſly reproach your Miniſtzr, with ce 
great number of the Enemies which he hath made 
you. 1 $10w yery well, that kis Entcrprifes hav? 
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been fortunate ; and that that is the thing, which 
maintains his fayour. But, if your Majeſty plea- 
ſes to. refle&t very well upon it, it would bea thou- 
ſand times better, that you ſhould not be ſo pow. 
erful, ſo that you ſhould enjoy more repoſe. For 
you muſt now have continually your mind attent 
upon the Intrigues, which you know are carrying 
on at this day to your prejudice, in the Courts 
which were heretofore the moſt loving to you, 
And whereas they did concur with you at that 
time to your ſecurity, there is nothing now, that 
you ought to be more ſuſpicious of than They. - 

If your Majeſty is not enough ſenfible of the 
truths which 1 tell you, ſo as to give a perfect Cre» 
dit to them,l humbly beg you to recall toyour me- 
mory, that which happened to you in 1662, and 
to reconcile it with that, which hath happened to 
you ſince, You will be able to judge by that, 
how far Juſtice, ſuſtained by a good Reputation, 
hath a power over thoſe, who are the leaſt ac- 
cuſtomed to give ground : And I am fully per- 
ſwaded, that if the like thing did happen to you 
at this day, they would not give you upon it ſuch 
a ready ſatisfaction. The hopes, which they 
would have of being ſupported by your Enemies, 
would make them that they would not be concern- 
ed to be unjuſt; and your Majeſty would be obli- 
ged to proſecute, by the force of your Arms, \ that 
which coſt you at that time no more than a threat 
of your recurring to them, in caſe they did not 
do Juſtice toyou. I mean, the buſineſs which fell 
out at Rozzc to your Ambaſlador z towards whom 
the C or fieans, in the Guards of the Pope, failed 
io mightily in thelr reſpect, that to revenge ſome 
ot their Comerades, who had been ill treated by 
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his Servants, they went to inſulc him as far as in- 
to his own Palace. The Dutcheſs of Crequi, his 
Wife, had her ſhare alſo of their violences. As 
ſhe was coming back out of the City, they fel] upon 
her,as they had done upon herHusband : in which 
ſhe had a Page killed, and ſome other Dome- 
ſticks wounded. 

In fine, this diſorder went fo far, that they 
were obliged, both of them, ta retire to St. Þui- 
rico. Which your Majeſty having Advice of, you 
made your Complaints of it to the Pope : who, 
encouraged by ſome Cardinals, who were not well 
affefted to you, ſeemed to approve of the pro- 
ceedings of the Corſe, But you kept your ſelf 
firm to the reparation which you claimed to have 
of that affront : and as Ambition had no part in 
your quarrel, the quality of your adverſary did 
not hinder you from being willing to take your 
ſatisfattion. Only he did not delay it fo long, as 
till you had brought ic to the laſt puth, to do 
you juſtice : and becauſe you demanded nothing 
but what was juſt, he agreed, that the Corficans, 
who had been uſed to ſerve in the Guards of the 
Pope, ſhould not only be caſhier*d, but that there 
ſhould be alſo a Column erected, in which there 
ſhould be mention made in letters of Gold, of 
the ſatisfaction which was given you, His Holineſs 
agreed alſo, that Cardinal Chigz ſhould come in- 
to France to belſeech you to accept of that repa- 
ration , and for what was paſled, to forget it. 

See here an effect of that, that J have been juſt 

a ſpeaking of: and I mightily deceive my ſelf, as 
T did then remark, if in caſe there ſhould come to 
paſs at this day things after the ſame manner, you 
would receive again the ſame ſatisfaction, The 
rea{0s 
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reaſons for it | have there obſerved to your Ma. 
jeſty : To which I ſhall add only, that the repu- 
tation of a Prince is altogether as neceſlary for 
him upon the account of 'his own Subjects, as 
upon the account of his Neighbours. For, 
it his Power is not founded but. upon injultice 
and upon force, they will fear him, but they will 
never love him, Now fear without love ought 
not to ſatisfie his deſires : becauſe the one with. 
out the other is capable to produce more hurt, 
than good, A fear of that nature ſubſiſts no lon+ 
ger than the time is, iv which they ſee him in a 
condition to oblige every thing to yield to his 
will, But as ſoon as the fortune changes, con- 
tempt ſucceeds preſently in the place of it. On 
the contrary Love does not change, although the 
fortune bechanged : and the more a Prince 1s un- 
happy, the more efforts one makes to reſtore to 
him the proſperity which he hath loſt, 

Your Majeſty who maintained ſo glorionſly 
your Intereſts in Foreign Conntrys, did a thing 
upon your Frontier, which was extreamly ſervice- 
able to you, You bought of the Engliſs the town 
of Dunkirk : and for two Millions and two hun. 
dred thouſand Livres which you gave them, you 
put your Kingdom in ſafety. | 

The Treaty, which your Majeſty had held 
with the Duke of Lorain, was fo little agreeable 
to his Nephew, that he quitted a Baller, in which 
he was dancing with your Majeſty, to be gone 
out of the Kingdom, He went to Rome ; where 
he believed, that the Pope wonld charge himſelf 
with his incereſts, But the Pope excuſing himſelf 
from that, he paſſed to Vienna, where the Empe- 
ror gaye him a retreat, You did not trouble 
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yourſelf at this, otherwiſe than as you knew, that 
you had but only him to deal with, to eſtabliſh 
your right. In the mean time, it appeared, that 
his preſence was neceſlary to that Treaty : becanſe 
it was carried there in expreſs terms, That he 
ſhould ratifie it to you, and all the Princes of his 
houſe. You did not forbear to go to the Parlia- 
ment to cauſe it to be regiſtred. But as you were 
afraid, but that there might be ſome oppoſition, 
upon the account that there was a Clauſe, by 
which you were bound to make all thoſe Princes 
to be recognized for Princes of the blood, and 
capable of ſucceeding to the- Crown, in caſe that 
the Houſe of Boxrbox came to fail ; you went thi- 
ther with your Regiment of Guards, which cogn- 
ſiſted of three thouſand men. 

The reſpe& which they had for your Majeſty, 
made them that they did not tell yon, that that 
Treaty had a need of other ſolemnities to render 
it valid. Becauſe 1t was not for the Parliament to 
examine it, but for the Eſtates of your Kingdom - 
to whom it ſhould belong to chuſe themſelves a 
Mzafter, when there is not one. And it is this 
Clauſe that I meant, when I have ſometime ſaid, 
that it put an invincible obſtacle to your deſigns. 
For beſides that difficulty, there was an infinite 
number of others : Amongſt which, the moſt con- 
ſiderable were to come on the part of other Fo- 
reign Princes, eſtabliſhed in-your Kingdom, To 
whom that thing did an injury ; and above all to 
the Houſe of Louguevile ; who pretend, that the 
Eſtates have already ordered, that in recompence 
for the ſervices which the Count of Duzois ren» 
der*d heretofore to the Crown, it is to them that 
it ſhould appertain, if it came to be Vacant. The 
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Dukes and Peers, who will not yield to any one 
of theſe Princes, were another great obſtacle to 
this matter. Nevertheleſs your Majeſty flattering 
your ſelf with coming to the end of all by your 
Power, preſled the Duke of Lorain to deliver up, 
in purſuance of this treaty, the Town of Marſal 
into your hands. And inaſmuch as he varied in 
the reſolution which he was to take, you threat- 
ned to oblige him to it by the force of your arms. 
He was continually ſtill unreſolved, notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe Menaces : which obliged you to ſet 
forwards upon the Expedition, in which you were 
followed by fuch a great number of the Nobility 
and Gentry, that there never had been ſeen fo 
many at a time before. But you had found out 
a ſecret of making yourſelf to be paid what was 
your due, by the favours which yon diſpenſed 2 
propos; and which drew to you an infinite number 
of Gentlemen, who 1n the time of your Minority 
had not been willing to take the pains to come out 
of their houſes. So your Court was more ſparkling 
than it had ever been; and eſpecially after you 
had created a great number of Blue Hatbands, 
which are no ſmall ornament about your perſon. 

You created alſo ſoon after a great number of 
Dukes and Peers ; which was very Politickly or- 
dered. Becauſe the moſt part of the Grandees, 
who ſuffered themſelves to be taken with that 
dignity, became ſtrongly faſten*d to you, to a- 
void {uch another Requiral. 

The Prince of Coude, who at his return had 
thought to find you as you were in the time of 
Cardinal azzrine, was in the greateſt ſurprize 
to ſee you ſo different from what he imagined, 
He appearsd fo little before you, that it could 
{carce 
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ſcarce be believed to look upon him, that that 
was the famous Rebel, who had cauſed ſo much 
to be ſpoken of him, But you took a pleaſure 
to mortifie him in theſe beginnings ; to the end 
that he ſhould loſe the ill habits, which he had 
been forward to aſſume, of Playing the Mafter. 

If you could cauſe Him to tremble 1ſo, it is not 
neceſſary to ſay, that the reſt by his example did 
not ſeparate themſelves from the duty, to which 
their birth obliged them. Every thing was be- 
fore you with a reſpe& which made your Royalty 
ſparkle ; and which gave another zdea of you, than 
in the time that hath been fpoken of above, In 
fine, the deſire which they had to pleaſe you, in- 
clined them to apply themſelves to things, which 
before they as much deſpiſed. All the young men 
of good Families whatſoever, enter*d either into 
your Company of Mxſqueteers, which you had ſet 
on foot, or into your Regiment of Gzards, And 
as you have a Geniys for War, which your greateſt 
Enemies cannot deny you, you made it one part 
of your employment to well diſcipline that Com- 
pany : Inſomuch, that if I may be permitted to 
ſerve my ſelf of a Compariſon, which may be 
ſubject to be blamed, becaule it 1s to abale a Man 
very much, to compare him to a Horle ; I would 
ſay, that never did a Spaniſh Genet perform his 
Mqnage better under a good Riding Maſter, than 
that Company performed every thing, that your 
Majeſty commanded them to do. 

I muſt ſay beſides upon this occaſion a thing, 
which others have been able to remark as well as 
Tz; and by which one may judze of what a man 
will be capable cf one day, by what he 1s ſeen to 


do in his youth, What did che ſeven or cignc 
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intire hours fignifie to us, which your Majeſty con» 
tinued in the Court of the Lowvre about that Com- 
Pany, in the midſt of the greateſt rigours of the 
Winter; if not the application which you would 
have to your duty; and that you would contemn 
the heat and the cold, when you ſhould be upon 
the buſineſs of getting of glory ? 

And yet one cannot fay, that it was a predo- 
minant inclination which carried your Majeſty to 
theſe ſorts of things : Becauſe you anſwer?d aii 


the duties of Royalty equally. | have ſaid before, 


that you had ordered the Memoirs of the Cardinal 
of Richlies to be given you. Now the eſteem 
which you had conceived for the memory of that 
great man, aſliſted with a piety which is without 
Paint, and without oftentation, inclined you to 
purſue the deſigns, which he had begun fo happi- 
ly, of exterminating the Hereticks out of your 
Kingdom. But as your Majeſty knows, that it is 
not poſſible without expoſing ones {elf to ſtrange 
inconveniences to paſs from one extreme to ano- 
ther, you prepared the matter by little and little, 
in ſuch ſort, that you have brought it to a ſtate 
of maturity now, after a labour of more than 
twenty years. 

The Preſence of your Majeſty fixed the irre. 
ſolutions of the Duke of Lorain, . And being a- 
greed upon the conditions, on which he ſhould 
turrender the Town of Marſal to you, your Ma- 
jeſty came back from Metz to Paris in fo ſhort a 
tine, that the Poſt could not make by a great deal 
near ſo much ſpeed as you. But you had order- 
ed,that they ſhould ſet freſh horſes upon the road ; 
and as thole were of the beſt Runners In your ſta- 
bles, you were {erved to your deſire. In the mean 
time, 


of Monfieur Colbert. I27 


time, every one gave himſelf the liberty to exa- 
mine, for what reaſon your Majeſty was in ſuch 
haſte: And there being always ſome body ſtill, 
who hits the mark, that which you intended to 
keep ſecret, was preſently ſcattered throughout 
all the City. Which ought to be as aa inſtru&tion 
to all Princes, never to undertake a thing which 
they would not have, that it ſhould be known. 
Becauſe they cannot with all their power deſtroy 
the Curioſity of an infinite multitude of people, 
who will give themſelves a hell to penetrate into 
their actions. | 

Your Majeſty being pleaſed with my Services, I 
took the liberty to repreſent to you, that of 
all that the Cardinal of Richliew had taken 
in hand for the glory of the Kingdom, there 
was nothing which was more important than Na- 
vigation and Commerce. But neither the one 
nor the other being to be attempted without ren- 
dring yourſelf ſtrong at Sea, it lay upon your 
Majeſty to go to work there, You committed 
the care of it to me, as well as you did that of 
your Buildings, in which there had been great 
diſorders, And I endeavoured to acquit my ſelf 
of both, the beſt that it was poſlible tor me. In 
the mean time, your Majcſty having thought it 
convenient to make an attempt on the ſide- of Gz. 
geri, the ſucceſs whereof promiſed a great advan- 
tage to the Commerce ot the Lepaxt, and to the 
Reputation of your Majeſty in that Country, you 
commanded the Troops to file into Provexce 3 
where there was ſhipping all in a readineſs to re- 
ceive them, They made their Paſſage over hap- 
pilyz and debarqued ſo too, withouc almoſt any 
oppolitioa on the part of the Barbariaus. But 
cn2 
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the Chefr, upon whom you did rely in the Afﬀair, 
having taken their meaſures ill, it miſcarried, al. 
though it had been well conceived and ſtill better 
digeſted. Becauſe it is not enough that a thing 
which is reſolved upon in Council, is in form, and 
without fault that one can find in 1t there, unleſs 
it is executed accordingly. And therefore a Prince 
cannot apply himſelf too carefully to make a geod 
choice of Chefs ; Becauſe his reputation and the 
ſucceſs of his Aﬀairs depend upon that only : and 
eſpecially then, when the Enterprize is to be acted 
ſo far out of his view, that he is not in a condi» 
tion to be able to remedy the faults which are 
committed 1 It. 

They would have made me believe, that Mon- 
fieur Je Teller, who was not over pleaſed that your 
Majeſty ſhould give me ſo much acceſs to your 
perſon, and upon whom you repoſed your Conk. 
dence as to the affairs of the War, ſhould have 
been able to have nominated to you ſome more 
experienced Leaders,in whoſe hands the thing had 
been in greater ſafety, But I did not hearken to 
thoſe reports, otherwiſe than to do the more 
juſtice to him. Inſomuch that I choſe rather to 
attribute what had happen'd to a certain deſtiny, 
which ordereth it ſometimes ſo, that that which 
appears to be the moſt ſure is what is the leaſt 
{ucceſsful, rhan to cait any ſuch diſparagement 
upon his reputation. To encreaſe the misfortune, 
the Vellel upon which the Head of the Regiment 
of Picardy was reimbarked, Opened a little + which 
was a thing that gave a great diſlatisfation to 
your Majelty. My Enemies who were many 10 
number, as it was impoſlible to be otherwiſe, at- 


ter that that I have mentioned above, were will- 
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ing to impute th. fault to me : pretending, that 
becauſe it was I who had the care of the Marine, 
] ought to have obſerved that the Vellel was good. 
But as that Velſlel had been examined, before it 
was Put out to Sea, and that that was done by 
perſons who were skilful in that matter, your Ma- 
jeſty who does juſtice to all the World, did not 
look the worſe upon me for it. The fault came 
from hence, that it had been a long time ſince 
that Veſſel had ſerved : Which wears them out 
more, without the appearance of it, than if they 
were always at Sea. 

* This ill news, which had been preceded by ſome 
other that was more agreeable, did not make all 
the impreſſion which it would have done at ano- 
ther time upon the mind of your Majeſty. In- 
deed you had wherewithal to conſolate your 
ſelf, in the glory which your arms had acquired 
in Hangary, Where, without thoſe, the Empe. 
ror who had already received ſome Check, would 
have been defeated entirely; For the right wing 
of his Army, which had been beaten by the Turks, 
gave them to hope for an Abſolute Victory : when 
the valour of your Troops, which were of the 
left wing, let them ſee, that theyAwere ſtill a 
great way off of their account. They cut thei? 
way through every thing, that oppoſed them : 
and having recovered the fight again by their 
ſteadineſs, they went on to a perfect conqueſt by 
actions which were ſo full of vigour, that the 
Emperor inſtead of expreſſing his gratitude to them 
for it, could not keep himſelf from concetiving a 
jealouſie of them, Which was even fo great, that 
without conſidering to make an advantage of that 
Victory, which had caſt a Conſternatioa among {T 
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the Enemy, he concluded a preeEpitate peace, as 
if he had had a fear, thab your Troops might be 
capable to take away his Crown from him, 

Theſe two Occurrences, mixt ſo of good for- 
tune and bad, hinder?d that your Majeſty could 
not aſcend as yet to that high degree of glory, in 
which we ſee you at this day. However, the re. 
gulations which you ſettled of all kinds in your 
Kingdom, where every thing was ſenſible {fill of 
the abuſes which were crept in, in the time of 
Cardinal Mazarine, ſerved continually as an evi. 
dence to thoſe, whom it concerned well to take 
notice of it, that you were already a Great King, 
You reformed the Order of St. Michael; Which 
before that of the Holy Ghoſt was the Recompence, 
wherewith the King's your Predeceſlors did honour 
the perions as were of the greateſt power in your 
ſtate : but which was fo very much diſgraced fince 
the Inſtitution of the other, that all ſorts of peo- 
ple were received into it indifferently. In ſhort, 
it was come to be juſt ſo with it upon that ac- 
count, as it was with the Order of the Star: 
which was fallen into ſach great contempt, al. 
though it kad been heretofore moſt Glorious,that 
one of your Predecellors for to diſgrace it ſtill 
more had given it to the Horſe-IWatch at Paris. 
But your Majeſty judged with prudence, that you 
ought to ſtop the courſe of that diſorder : and 
above all becauſe the Order of St. Michael is joyn- 
ed to that of the Holy Ghoſt; and that the Knights 
of the latter could not have been receiyed there, 
untill they had taken the other firſt. 

And yet I mult ſay, that I may conceal nothing 
from your Majeity, that you did not purge away 
50 throughly the ſhameful Members which had 
gotten 
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gotten in there, as not to leave any one more re- 
maining. Becauſe this is a misfortune which 13 
inevitable to all Princes, that when they rely for 
a thing upon others, than upon themlſelyes, it 
would be a miracle if favour or faction did not 
carry it often above juſtice. It is therefore abſo. 
lutely neceſlary, as they expect to have things to 
be performed according as they are digeſted, that 
they themſelves be the overſeers of thoſe whom 
they appoint to cauſe their Commands to be exe- 
cuted. For if they refer themſelves therein en- 
tirely to the other's integrity, it is the way to 
have them done but by halves. 

You eſtabliſhed alſo a Company for the Com- 
merce of the Iadies, which you judged was proft- 
table to the Good of your ſtate. Indeed a King- 
dom cannot flonriſh, ſo long as it is obliged to 
traffick through the hands of others: And ir 
was convenient to endeavour to ger clear of the 
Engliſh and the Dutch, whom the Kings, your 
Predeceſſors, had let alone to drive that Com- 
merce to their Prejudice. This Eſtabliſhment was 
very diſpleaſing to thoſe two Nations : whe 
would have even taken this Commerce away, the 
one from the other, they were ſo jealous of it, Ic 
had been already for ſome time,that ic had cauſed 
a coldneſs betwixtthem : as there is nothing more 
capable of ſetting people together by the Ears, 
than Intereſt, Therefore after ſome lightenings, 
that had appeared, and which were as the fore- 
runners of the Thunder that was to roar ſoon af. 
ter, they broke with one another and came to an 
open War. 

Your Majeſty offered your Mediation to hin- 
der that things ſhould not go on further. But 
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the Eg1/f, who claimed to be the Sovereigns of 
the Sca, being willing to impoſe Conditions up« 
on the others, kept themſelves ſo faſt to their 
pretenſions, that your Majeſty thought yourſelf 
obliged to take the part of your Ancient Friends 
againſt the Ancient Enemies of your Crown, You 
Armed at Sea, in favour of the Hollanders, in the 
mean time that you equipped alſo another fleet, 
which you deſigned againſt the Algerines, The 
Duke of Beauforr who commanded it, and to 
whom you had lent your orders, fought the Algerimes 
ſo ſucceſsfully two feveral times within three 
Months of one another, that he took a great 
many of their Veſſels; among{t which was the 
Admiral. This Advaiitage wrought a good ef- 
fe& for your Majeſty in that Country : where 
thoſe Barbarians endeavoured to darken the glory 
of your name by the misfortune, which was be. 
fallen to you at Gigeri. But that which render'd 
you yet more redoubtable, was this ; that you ſet 
out new Shipping upon the Ocean, and upon the 
Mediterranean, Which gave all Europe an occaſion 
to think, thor before it was long you would find 
yourſeif not only in a condition to diſpute the 
Empire of the Sea with the Exg/i/p, but alſo with 
any other Nation, which ſhould preſent them. 
ſelves. And indeed beſides this ſuccour, which 
avgmented your fleet conſiderably, you had Work- 
houſes full of materials and Workmen ; you wan- 
ted not elſewhere your Seamen and your Plots ; 
from whence it was judged, that your intention 
was to diſpute that Empire, which does not be- 
long but to the ſtrongeſt Power. 
1 do not pretend jto attribute to my ſelf any 
glory in this y although F may have Izboured at 
Ed It 


of Monſieur Colbert. 33 


it with the beſt of my ſtrength. 1 ought, to fay 
the truth, to confeſs that this deſign was not ort- 
ginally from me : and that I did no more than 
run the Career, in which the Cardinal of Rzcb2- 
lieu was entred before me, It was He, I know, 
who had put it into the head of the late King, 
your Father, to encreaſe his Power upon that Elc- 
ment : or to ſpeak better, to make it to be known, 
Becauſe before him, All the Kings your Predecel- 
ſors and even Henry the 4th had not a ſingle Vel- 
ſel there, But yet that project was executed but 
faintly under the Miniſtry of that great Man : ſo 
that one can howeyer ſay, that the glory of it 
was reſerved to your Majeſty, | 

| Yon did two things at that time, which were 
extreamly profitable” to you, and which the late 


King, your Father, had undertook in vain. You re-. 


duced the People of 2ra/ity, and the People of 


the-Robe to a perfect obedience: and you did the 


one under a pretence of jultice, and the other with 
a very high hand. The moſt pact of the Gentry 
had arcogated to themſelves by the liberty of the 
times, very much of Authoricy in the Provin= 
ces : where they were "ſet up as fo many Petty 
Tyrants, 11 that manner, that they mae eve: y 
thing to tremble under them. The judzes of the 
Places, who are obliged by the dJary of their off = 
ces to oppole themſelves to fuci Nuvelites, had 
not dared to do it in a time, in witch they were 
alraid to come to the wort: Befidzs tie they 
were moſt of them refrained hy the confideratie 
Ons, which are uſual enough to people, who pre- 
f:r their. particalar intereits betore the Publick 
Good, Tiey hal a fear, how they fell out with 
f iole X#17s of the Country {9 that they beitirr'd 
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themſelves no more in it, then if every thing 
which paſſed ought to be indifferent to them. Now 
your Majeſty, who was obliged to repreſs theſe 
diſorders, becauſe there was no perſon but you 
in the firſt place,who ſhould dare foto A the Ma. 
fter; and that beſides that, you were obliged to 
protect your Subjets,and to put them under ſhel- 
ter from ſuch violences ; Your Majeſty, I ſay, not 
being able to endure longer a thing ſo prejudicial 
to your Authority, and ſo contrary to the repoſe 
of your People, you eſtabliſhed the Grands jours ; 
That is to ſay, a certain number of the Men of 
the Law, who belonged to the Provinces, ' who 
ſhould give an information there againſt ſuch, as 
were found to be guilty of this Oppreſſion, There 
were many of them hereupon, who were Arreſted ; 
others fled : and All having been puniſhed, either 
by the demoliſhing of their Caſtles, or by the loſs 
of their heads, you drew upon you the love of 
your People, who by an Attion fo full of juſtice, 
found themſelves ſet free from flavery. 

To ſee, how a wiſe and a judicious King knows 
how to do his own buſineſs, at the ſame time that 
he does that of his ſubjets! You kept yourſelf 
very well from diſcovering, that you acted upon 
that occaſion, as much for your Intereſts, as for 
theirs. It was neceſſary on the contrary, that 
they ſhould believe, that your only aim was to de- 
liver them from oppreſſion. Without which, be- 
ſides that you would not have had ſuch an eſteem 
amongſt them, it is alſo certain, that it was the 
way for you to meet with no obſtacle on their 
ide : Becauſe if the Gentry ſhould have been able 
to perſwade them, that you had other deſigns in 
i, there was ſome reaton to fear, that they 
might 
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might have ſuccoured one another : which would 
have been a thing that was capable of giving ſome 
trouble to your Majeſty. So every time that a 
Sovereign would abaſe the power of the Nobility 
and Gentry, he ought to animate the People a» 
gainſt them, Which is not a very difficult thing 
to do : Becauſe it being their Gexiws ordinarily 
to Rule, there needs nothing elſe than that to 
induce the People to ſuſpet them. Now this fa- 
cility, which there is to deſtroy them, ought to 
be an occaſion to them of renouncing all ſorts of 
Cabals. Eſpecially, when the people is found to 
be concerned there. For they ought to be aſlured, 
that how fair ſoever the people may carry 1t to 
them, they have not a greater. Enemy than they. 
Who really, although they have a reſpect for them 
in Appearance, are in a perpetual jealouſie of 
their dominion ; from which they only ſeek but 
how to infranchiſe themſelves, This truth, which 
is inconteſtable, puts a moſt vitible oppoſition 
therefore betwixt their two Intereſts. From whence 
it follows, that the' Nobility and Gentry have not 
any advantages to hope for, but from a perfect 
union with their Prince. Whole intereſt It be- 
ing inlike manner to treat them well, there ought 
always to be ſuch a Harmony betwixt them, as 
that nothing ſhogld be capable of diſturbing ir. 
And inaſmuch as this Harmony cannot be founded 
but upon a perfe&t Obedience on the part of the 
Subjedts, and a juſt retributjon on the part of the 
Maſter, it belongs to the firſt to do their duty, to 
the end that the other may do his. 

The other thing which your Majeſty did, that 
was profirable to you and to your peopie, was, 
the ſuppreſſing of the diſorder which had been 1n- 
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troduced in the fale of the Offices of Judicature. 
The exceſs whereof was riſen to the height, that 
I have alledged above: and this was the cauſe, 
not only that thoſe, who were poſſeſſed of them, 
thought too well of themſelves; but alſo that 
many finding themſelves in Sereights, upon the ac- 
count of the Intereſt* which they were to pay for 
the money which they had borrowed at the time 
that they made the purchaſe, made eyen a fale of 
Juſtice. This Aﬀair was however a nice one : by 
reaſon that whatſoever regnlatian you ſhould 
think to take in it, themſelves, to ſpeak proper- 
ly, were both the Judges and the Parties : inaf- 
much as it belonged to them to Regiſter the Edict. 
And if one was to give a judgment, upon what 
there would paſs in that Rencounter, by what 
there had paſſed formerly, there was no proba- 
bility at all of the thing's ſucceſs. Becauſe it was 
to do thoſe perſons a conſiderable prejudice, with 
regard to their fonds, who had revolted ſome 
years before for a ſimple retrenchment of their 
Salaries. But your Majeſty being gone to the 
Parliament, accompanied with four thouſand men, 
you had no ſooner preſented this Edit to them, 
but it was not only Regiſtred, but they thanked 
you-too for the care which you had taken, to 
correct the abuſes which had ſcrewed themſelves 
in ſo into your ſtate. 

I do not pretend to infinuate to your Majeſty, 
that thoſe Thanks were given to you from the 
heart. T believe for my own part, that they were 
a little forced: and that the four thouſand men, 
which you had brought with you, contributed to 
1: rgore than the eſteem which they ought to have 
had, notwithſtanding that, of your good Govern- 
| | E ment. 
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ment. But however that is, it may ſerve as an 

advertiſement to all Princes, that there are ſome 

proper times for cauſing of their Wills to be exe- 

cated in, and ſome others which are extreamly 

dangerous. It concerns them therefore to mea- 
ſure their undertakings, according to their ſtrength. 
For it is not enough, that they are born Sove- 
reigns, to empower them to command Abſolutely. 
They are liable, the firſt of all, to the viciſſitudes 
of times; and fortune hath not a whit the leſs 
power over them, than it hath over the leaſt of 
their people. They ought indeed to be extreamly 
prudent : Becauſe the error of a private perſon 
cannot do a prejudice, at the moſt, bur to himſelf 
and to his family ; Whereas that of a Prince en- 
gages his State, and hath many times conſequen- 
ces, which are ſo conſiderable, that they cannot 
be remedied again, 

The Fanſenifts endeavoured again at this time 
to excite . ſome troubles in the Church ; which 
obliged the Pope to condemn their Doctrine a- 
new. Your Majeſty followed his example; and 
ſhew yourſelf ſo much the more circumſpeCt in 
this affair, as you found, that the Conſequences of 
it were of moment. Indeed ſome perſons of the 
moſt Honourable of your Court had ſuffered them- 
ſelyes to be ſeduced, together with ſome Commu- 
nities of the Religions : Whoſe infatuation was ſo 
great, that it was convenient to employ all your 
Royal Authority to reduce them to Rijzbes again. 
They ſuffered even a thouſand violences to be done 
to them, before they would: bring themſelves to 
that, So true it is, that one is but little tra- 
Ctable in the buſineſs of Religion ; and that there 
is nothing more dangerous, than the fattions 

| which ' 
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which are made under the pretext of Deyoti- 
ON. 

Your Clergy met together at Ponthojſe under 
your Authority 3 as well to remedy that abule, az 
to take ſuch reſolutions as were neceſlary upon 0- 
ther important affairs, which did preſent them. 
ſelves. They were extreamly edified at the Piety, 
with which you enter?d into their Intereſts; and 
this ſerved again to draw upon you the eſteem of 
your people. Becauſe there is nothing which in. 
ſtills that more, than when they ſee, that a Prince 
renders unto God that which is due to God. | 

A thouſand things contributed beſides, to make 
your name celebrated, both at home and abroad, 
One ſingle ſhip of yours fought with ſo much bra- 
very againſt three and thirty Twrkiſþ Galleys, that 
they drew off from her without having been able 
to oblige her to ſurrender herſelf. On the other 
lide, the ſuccour which you ſent to the Dutch a- 
gainſt the Biſhop of Mx»ſfter, who had attacqued 
them, preſerved them from receiving any affront, 
For although that their ſtate 1s a great deal more 
powerful than his, yet becauſe, ſince the Peace 
which they had made with the Spaniards, they 
had had more care of their Commerce than of 
keeping up the reputation which they had ac- 
quir'd by arms, they found themſelves in ſo de- 
plorable a condition, that they were quite a diffe- 
reat people from what they had been formerly, 
So that one is mightily deceived, if one thinks, 


that Strength conſiſts ſolely in Riches, Which 


are neceſlary, it is true, in order to render a 
ſtrate Powerful ; but Soldiers are ſtill of the two 
the moſt uſeful ; becauſe one cannot ſubſiſt with- | 


out them, One muſt therefore haye always F- | 
jerg | 
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diers enough, to defend ones frontiers ; and e- 
ven to make ones ſelf to be feared by ones Neigh- 
bouts, For if they fee you fo weak, that they be: 
Heve that they can attack you with impunity, it 
is in yain for you to rely upon their Honeſty, and 
upon the faith of Treaties. You muſt, to keep 
up the one and the other, be in a condition 
to enforce a reſpet. I am perſwaded withal, 
that the more that a ſtate is rich and flouriſhing, 
the more it is obliged to watch to its ſecurity, 
Becauſe it is impoſſible, but it ſhould have an iafi- 
nite number of perſons, who envy it : and that 
amongſt thoſe, there ſhould not be fome, who ſhall 
endeavour to rob it of its riches. 

It was at this time, that your Majeſty began to 
take the Marquis of Lowvois to ferve under you ; 
to whom you had granted the reverſion of the 
office of his Father. But he was fo ſtiff, and fo 
little fitted to take pains, that Monſieur /e Tdlier 
beleeched. you, not to give yourſelf more trouble 
about ſo ungrateful a ſubje&. For he did not 
believe, that he could ever do well ; and as he 
was one beſides, who loved his pleaſures, he 
looked upon him as a man who was much fitter 
for conſuming of what there was laid up, than to 
add any thing to it by his own labour. But your 
Majeſty who had a thouſand kindneſſes for his 
family, bad him be Patient: and that which was 
not to be done in one day, might be done ſome- 
times in two : That you did not deſpair, like him, 
of making nothing of his Son , that it was fit to 
have an Indulgence for his Youth ; and rather to 
reclaim it by ſweetneſs, than by threats, 

Your Majeſty took the Patience therefore your- 
ſelf to train him vp. And as it cannot bedeny*d, 
but 
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but that notwithſtanding what I have remarked 
above, and that which 1 ſhall remark alſo in the 
ſequel, he hath had a thouſand good qualities, 
this ought to teach us, that we muſt give time 
to Men, 4s we do to fruits, to Ripen, Becauſe 
he who pretends to overſtrain things, makes them 
Abortive, rather than reaps his ſatisfaction from 


them, [In ſhort, there are certain Backward Spi- 
Tits, to whom it would be to turn their brains in 


their heads to undertake before the time, to bring 
them to comprehend any thing, It muſt come 


upon. them by little and little, and without do- 


ing the leaſt violence to them. Neither is It to 
be thought, that a Man can be fitted for buſineſs 
immediately. Eſpecially in a Youth, which frowns 
upon Lebour, and hath nothing that it delights in 
but its pleaſure. The taſte does not come to it, 
but when the judgment is formed, And then it 
increaſes upon them inſenſibly ; and after that, 
they are delighted in nothing elſe, For it 1s B»þ- 
neſs which makes men; which is the Reaſon that 
It is commonly {aid,qe* en forgeant Pon devient far- 
eron that by hammering one becomes a Smith. 

Although the Marquis of Lowvois might fo lit- 
tle love to take pains at the firſt, yet he did not 
keep himſelf from running into the ſame fault 
with thoſe, who'were growa proud of their ſer- 
vices. He became jealous of all ſuch as your Ma- 
jeſty did the honour to expreſs ſome good will 
to: and of me eſpecially, who had that of enter- 
taining your Majeſty frequently upon the occaſion | 
of my Employ in the Revexae, and of my office of 
Surintenudant of the Buildings : Becauſe your Ma-, þ 
jeſty, who is Great inevery thing, was a building 
at Verſailles, and the Lowvre ; whereof it was con- 
yenient 


of Meyfieur Colbert I4I 


yenient that I ſhould give you an Account every 
Week, and very often every Day, by reaſon that 
you changed from time to time ſome thing in your 
deſigns, and that it was my part to ſee thoſe ex. 
ecuted, | , 

Now as his Employ had not the ſame Accep- 
tances in a time of Peace, and that it was only a 
War which could procure them to him, he did 
whatever he was able by the Counſel of his Father 
to carry your Majeſty upon a War. He lerved 
himſelf for that purpoſe of the death of the King 
of Spain, which happen'd juſt upon theſe tranſ- 
actions : Giving you to underſtand, that ſome 
Provinces of the Low-Countrys were devolved to 
the Queen your Conſort, by virtue of a cuſtom of 
thoſe Parts z which made her the Heireſs to Dom 
Balthaſar,her Brother, to the prejudice of his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty, who had ſucceeded to his Father. 

It was in this manner, that he gilded the Pill 
to your Majeſty : which he knew very wel!, would 
not go down with you, unleſs the poiſon of it 
was concealed under the ſhadow of Juſtice, So 
he had a care how he ſpoke to you, as of a De- 
pendance, of the ſucceſſion to the King your Fa- 
ther in Law: to which you had KRenonnced fo 1o- 
lemnly by the treaty of the Pyranees, It was cons 
yenient to diſguiſe it under the name of Prince 
Balthaſar ; and to give you to apprehend, that 
that had nothing common with your Renunciation, 
In the mean time the Artifice was very courſe, 
Becauſe Prince Balthaſar had nothing ro do with 
the Succeſſion to his Father, who was not then 
dead : neither the Queen, your Conſort, with the 
Succeſhon to Prince Balthaſar : Which could not 
be but merely an imaginary buſineſs, when that 
Prince 
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Prince was dead before his father. So that the 
law which was in favour of the daughters tv the 
Prejudice of the Children of the ſecond Bed, ang 
which he made a Parade of to your Majeſty, could 
not ſtand him in any ſtead, Beſides that if Bat, 
thaſar ſhould have ſurvived his father, you had 
Renoxnced ſo formally to every thing, which could 
fall to you by the head of the Queen your Con- 
ſort, that you could not pretend to it in any man 
ner, without ſhewing yourſelf perjured to all the 
Earth. But this ſuppoſition of a ſucceſſion to Dow 
Balthaſar, joyned with your Martial Humour, and 
a deſire to immortalize your name, induced you 
to have a recourſe to a method, which is ſo far 
from being blameable, that it is altogether neceſ- 
ſary before you deſign to make a War. You. or- 
dered the Advocates to be conſulted upon the 
Right which you might have to that ſucceſſion, 
But as it was convenient to make uſe of the Mini- 
{try of ſome perſon to them, you employed in it 
the Marquis of Lowvois : who had too much an in- 
tereſt to maintain what he had faid to your Mgx- 
j:ity, to bring you a debate which was thereunto 
contrary, The Lawyers, that is, thoſe who were 
gained over, maintained by long diſcourſes, but 
with very little ſolidity in them, that the Renun- 
ciation which your Majeſty had made, was abſo- 
tutely Null, Becauſe it was contrary to the conſti- 
cutions of your Kingdom ; which will have it, That 
the King can always relieve himſelf of what ke 
does, as if he were in perfett minority. They 
inſiſted above all upon the pretended prejudice, 
which they ſuppoſed that you had done tothe Dau- 
phin your Son, by that Renunciation : And after | 
haying enlarged themlielves upon this, that neither 
the | 
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the laws of God or Man permit a Father to dif- 
poſe ſo at his fancy of the ſucceſſion of his Son, 
they concluded that that only circumſtance did 
annul every thing which you had done ; and that 
by conſequence you ſhould have Reaſon to proſe. 
cute-your Right and His by the force of your arms, 
But'there were a great many things to return to 
all this : and it would be dangerous .to put the 
Crown upon ſuch a foot, asthat there ſhould be no 
ſecurity to contra@t with it, For if it was enough 
to ſay, that you are always a Aſizor, what Faith 
ſhould one have in your promiſes? And if a War 
was at any time but once kindled, what door 
ſhould one find to come out of it again ? I could 
puſh on this diſcourſe ſo far, that I ſhonld put 
thoſe into a confuſion with it, who pretend to 
eſtabliſh ſo falſe-a Maxim. But as- your Majeſty 
is too diſcerning to have a need of any aſſiſtance 
in an affair which is ſo clear and ſo inconteſtable, 
I ſuppreſs all thoſe arguments to repreſent to you, 
that ſach as. make theſe ſort of” faults, expoſe in 
the mean time their Maſter .in ſuch a manner, that 
they are the occaſion, that one accuſes them of an 
unmeaſurable Ambition, Which Unhappy repu- 
tation makes them have Enemies of. their antient 
Friends, and raiſes up inſenſibly all the Earth a- 
gainſt them. For there is no body who can be+ 
lieve himſelf ſecure from their injuſtice; and un. 
leſs one may depend upon the word of a Prince, 
it is as good to be in War, as in Peace Nay, it 
ſeems as if one ſhonld be more ſatisfied in the one, 
than the other. . Becauſe the one obliges us to be 
in a perpetual defiance : whilſt in the other we 
live in a kind of a perplexity, in which one hath 

an occaſion to be afraid at every thing. 
| Whit 
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Whileſt all this was a paſſing, you loſt the Queen 
your Mother. To whom it would have been 
a great grief to live to ſee a Peace broken, which 
ſhe had longed for ſo ardently. You obliged alfo 
the Biſhop of Muſter to come to an agreement 
with the Hollanders, But you met with more dif. 
ficulty, to:make what was your. due to be paid to 
to you, by the Duke of Lorain 3 although he 
ought to have been more flexible than others, 
by all the Mortifications which you had given 
him. That Prince, whoſe Soul was formed in 
ſuch a manner, that it was incomprehenſible to 


all the World, after the buſineſs of Marſat was , 


come to Paris ; Where he appeared ſo inſenſible 
of the ill State of his Aﬀairs, that he would haye 
married a Daughter of a little Boxrgeois, who was 
a Domeſtick of Mademoiſelle de Montpenfier. And 
things had even proceeded ſo far, that the Con- 
tract of the Marriage was paſlled betwixt them ; 
and it was neceſlary, that his Relations ſhould 
make uſe of your Royal Authority to ſtop it from 
going on farther, They had their recourſethither 
a ſecond time, in an affair of the ſame nature : 
But this was the leſs diſgraceful to him, becauſe 
the perſon which he Courted, was, however, the 
Daughter of a Gentleman, But your Majeſty 
who was willing, in ſpite of him, to hinder him 
trom diſhonouring himſelf, ſent a command to 
her Father not to think of that Match, At 
laſt that Prince, ſeeing that you oppoſed yourſelf 
io, againſt his marrying ſo 
States, he wenf to ſeek a Miſtreſs in his own : 
Where he eſpouſed a Daughter of the Count 
4 ipremont, who was not yet thirteen years old, 


_ although he was at that time more than ſixty. 


Thus 


amefully in your - | 
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Thus having contented himſelf as to his Amngyr.) 
he endeavour'd to do the ſame thing as to his Ata- 
bition 3; which did not ſuffer him to continue a mo- 

'mentin repoſe, He began to make Levies, under 
a pretence, that the Eledor Palatine had ated 
ſome hoſtilities upon his Frontier. But your 
Majeſty having appealed that diforder by your 
Authority, there remainedno more colour for him 
to keep himſelfin Arms, if his diſhoneſty had not 
ſtill furniſhed him with ſuch, as much as your Ma- 
jeſty offered him reaſons to oblige him to ſeek 
your friendſhip preferably to all things. Your 
Envoy, who reſided with him, entertained him 
many times upon this ſubject ; and gave him to 
know, that by abuſing your patience ſo often, it 
was to be feared that you would take a Chaſtiſe- 
ment of him, which was proportionable to his 
fault, But it ſeemed either that he was*become 
inſenſible ; or that he did not remember himſelf 
any more of what was ſaid to him. For he 
could not. perſwade himſelt to perform that,which 
your Majeſty required of him : And yet he ſaw no 
body in Exrope, who ſhould take his part, nor 
ſhould ſave him from the precipice, if your Majeſty 
undertook once to throw him headlong down. 

In the time that this Afﬀair was por the Board, 
the Marquis of Lowvois redoubled his endeavours 
to induce you to ſet upon the War of Flanders. 
In which he aſſured you of infallible ſucceſs, by 
that which was ariſen betwixt the Exgliiſs and the 
Dutch; wherein your Majeſty had taken part more 
for Policy, than out of any tormed deſign to ſuc- 
cour your ancient Allies. For ſince you were re- 
lolved to make the Conqueſt of the Low-Conntries, 
there was no likelihood that that Alliance ſhould 

L fnbafſt 
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Whileſt all this was a paſſing, you loſt the Queen 
your Mother. To whom it would have heen 
a great grief to live to ſee a Peace broken, which 
ſhe had longed for ſo ardently. You obliged alſo 
the Biſhop of Muſter to come to an agreement 
with the Hollanders, But you met with more dif. 
ficulty, to:make what was your. due to be paid to 
co you, by the Duke of Lorain 3 although he 
ought to have been more flexible than others, 
by all the Mortifications which you had given 
him, That Prince, whoſe Soul was formed in 
ſuch a manner, that it was incomprehenſible to 
all the World, after the buſineſs of Marſal was 
come to Paris ; Where he appeared ſo inſenſible 
of the ill State of his Aﬀairs, that he would have 
married a Daughter of a little Bowrgeols, who was 
a Domeſtick of Mademoiſelle de Montpenfier. And 
things had even proceeded fo far, that the Con- 
tract of the Marriage was palled betwixt them ; 
and it was neceſlary, that his Relations ſhould 
make uſe of your Royal Authority to ſtop it from 
going on farther, They had their recourſethither 
a ſecond time, in an affair of the ſame nature : 
But this was the leſs diſgraceful to him, becauſe 
the perſon which he Courted, was, however, the 
Daughter of a Gentleman. But your Majeſty 
who was willing, in ſpite of him, to hinder him 
from diſhonouring himſelf, ſent a command to 
her Father not to think of that Match, At 
laſt that Prince, ſeeing that you oppoſed yourſelf 


10, againſt his marrying ſo ſhamefully in your - 


States, he went to ſeek a Miſtreſs in his own : 
Where he eſpouſed a Daughter of the Count 
4 premont, who was not yet thirteen years old, 
although he was at that time more than ſixty. : 
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Thus having contented himſelf as to his Amour; 
he endeavour'd to do the ſame thing as to his Atm« 
bition 3 which did not ſuffer him to continue a mo- 
mentin repoſe, He began to make Levies, under 
a pretence, that the EleGor Palatine had ated 
ſome hoſtilities upon his Frontier. But your 
Majeſty having appealed that diforder by your 
Authority, there remainedno more colour for him 
to keep himſelfin Arms, if his diſhoneſty had not 
ſtill furniſhed him with ſuch, as much as your Ma- 
jeſty offered him reaſons to oblige him to ſeek 
your friendſhip preferably to all things. Your 
Envoy, who reſided with him, entertained him 
many times upon this ſubject ; and gave him to 
know, that by abuſing your patience ſo often, it 
was to be feared that you would take a Chaſtiſe- 
ment of him, which was proportionable to his 
fault, But it ſeemed either that he was*become 
inſenſible ; or that he did not remember himſelf 
any more of what was ſaid to him, For he 
could not. perſwade himſelf to perform that,which 
your Majeſty required of him : And yet he ſaw no 
body in Exzrope, who ſhould take his part, nor 
ſhould ſave him from the precipice, if your Majeſty 
undertook once to throw him headlong down. 

In the time that this Afﬀair was por the Board, 
the Marquis of Louvois redoubled his endeavours 
to induce you to ſet upon the War of Flaxders. 
In which he aſſured you of infallible ſucceſs, by 
that which was ariſen betwixt the Exgliſs and the 
Dutch; wherein your Majeſty had taken part more 
forPolicy, than out of any tormed deſign to fuc- 
cour your ancient Allies. For ſince you were re- 
lolved to make the Conqueſt of the Low-Comnntries, 
there was no likelihood that that Alliance ſhould 
L; i{nbaft 
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ſab#{ much longer ; the Vxtch having a notable 
iatereſt to hinder, that a King ſo powerful ſhould 
not become their Neighbour, So what yon had 
done in it, was but only-to provide in a manner, 
that their Quarrel did not end without your being 
called tothe Accommodation : Becauſe you would 
be acquainted with that, which ſhould paſs there, 
to the intent that you ſhould not take falſe Mea- 
ſures. 

In a word, your Conduct was conformable to 
your Intereſts, And the ſuccour which you gave 
them, was neither proportioned to your ſtrength, 
nor to the allurances which you had made to them, 
that you would employ all your endeavours to 
aſliſt them to receive a Vitory over their Enemies, 
You did not however forbear to declare yourſelf 
for thety, Only the Grand preparations, which 
you mate, beginning to be ſuſpefted by them, 
thcy thought more of concluding a Peace, than of 
benefiting themſelves by the advantages, which 
they had already obtained, and from which they 
might have reaped a great benefit; ſince the Engliſh 
had ſuffered again another misfortune, which was 
not inferior to zhat there, A fire conſumed three 
quarters of the City of Lo»dox ; and in the con- 
ſterration into which that caſt th2 Inhabitants, it 
was wholly in their own hands to do their by- 
fineſs. You did yours however. You drove the 
Engliſh ont of the Iſland of Fx. Chriſtophers, after 
having taken from them the Fort, which they had 
raiſed upon it : And having concluded with your- 


{e]f, not to defer any longer the War of Flanders, | 


you rctolved to goin Perſon thither at the head 
v{ 3 good Army. 

Fhe Spanzards were affrighted at this, and not 
| without 
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without reaſon ; For your Majeſty had taken care, 
ſince the Peace of the Pyrexees, to have your 
Troops almoſt as well trained, as if they ſhould 
have been continually upon Action, You had or- 
dered frequent reviews to be taken of them ; and 
you had allo purged away from them all the Ig- 
nominious Members by turning out of your Howſhold 
2 number of men, who were got into it but only 
to exempt themſelves from the Taile, and who 


were not in the leaſt proper for the ſervice. This 


Refirm was even extended as far as to the Officers : 
Amongſt whom, there was a great many of them 
inſerviceable, and more fit for a Conrt, than to 
appear in the fight of an enemy, 

The Viſcount of Twrenue commended this Ar- 
my under your Majeſty : and the confidence which 
you hd in him, ingaged you to make choice of 
him before others to improve you 1n the Art of 
War,in which you had already looked upon him as 
the moſt experienced of your Kingdom : Infomuch, 
that as well for to recompence his Services, as to 
ſhow to all the world that you entertained rhat 
eſteem as you ought of his Virtue, you had decla- 
red him the Mareſchal de Camp General of your Ar- 
mies, a little before the Peace betwixt the twe 
Crowns, A Quality, which ſet him above the Ma- 
reſchals of France ; and in which was revived in 
{ome ſort the Ofhce of Conſtable, that had been ſup- 
prelled after the Death of the Duke de Ledigrieres, 
who had heen pollctled thercot the laſt. 

'The confidence which your Majeſty took in this 
great Man, was diſpleaſing to the Marquis of Low 
vois. Whole ill governed Ambitioa would have 
had you already, that you ſhould conſult noge but 
himſelf, upon all things. Bnt he had an occa- 

L 2 Ron 
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fion to ſwallow dowa a great many ſuch 
Pills. 

Your Majeſty continued ſome half days entire 
locked up with him, whileſt that Marquis waited, 
in your Anti-Chamber, before you would intro- 
duce him where you were, This gave birth to 
the hatred, which that Marquis hath always had 
to him; and which hath been very often preju« 
dictal to your Majelty ; as I ſhall let you ſee inthe 
ſequel of this diſcourſe. Whereupon you will per- 
mit me to make a reflexion, that you ſhall find, 
perhaps, to be juſt. Which 1s, that there is no- 
thing ſo dangerous, as to give too much {way to 
perſons, who are wholly puffed up with glory, 
The reaſon is, becauſe they envy to others the ad- 
vantages, which indeed ought to redound to them 
from their good Counſels : Inſomuch that they 
poiſon every thing, which does not proceed from 
their own Bottoms ;, even as far as tohinder rather, 
that Aﬀairs ſhould ſucceed, than to ſuffer that the 
glory of them ſhould be attributed to another, So 
that a Prince cannot be too reſerved upon the 
choice of a Miniſter, And when he ſhall find in 
him all the qualities requiſite for ſo great an em- 
ploy, yet if he hath not that allo of preferring the 
publick [ntereſt ro us own, it will be in vainto pre. 
tend, that he ſhall do any good with him. To 
exccute that place worthily, one muſt be as it were 
inſenſible of Love and of Hatred : and not to be 
moved in any kind, but by the Intereſts of the 
State. For if one borrows from other Springs, 
this cannot but tend to the prejudice of the Maſter ; 
whoſe ſervice does not require, that one ſhould be 
of Paſſion ſo ſuſceptible. 

The Spaniards upon the approach of your Ma- 
jelty 


of Monſieur Colberr. 149 


eſty blew up the Fortifications, that they had rai- 
ſed at a new place, which they were a bwlding, 
and to which they had given the Name of Char- 
leroy. Whereby in leſs than eight days they de- 
ſtroyed what they had been an entire year upon, at 
ſo prodigious an expence, that it is reckoned, that 
they had' employed in it above three Millions. 
Your Majeſty,who deſired to continue their Works 
in order to preſerve yourſelf a pallage over the 
Sambre, where that place '1s ſituated, commanded 
your Army to labour at it ſo, that in three Weeks 
time you put it into a ſtate of defence. After this, 
you turned tothe ether ſide ; and carried with an 
aſtoniſhing rapidity the Towns of Azth, Tournay, 
Douay, and the Forts which were about the latter 
place. Audenarde and Aloft ſubmitted to your 
Arms : whileſt the Mareſchal 4* Anmont polleſſed 
himſelf of Armentieres, Bergues, Furnes, Dixmuyde, 
and Courtray. The Engliſh and the Holland:rys ſee- 
ing this, preſſed hard to make a Peace. But your 
Majeſty going ſtill your own way, laid Siege to 
Liſle ; where there were four thouſand men of Re. 
gular Troops, and ten times as many Bowrgeois 
who were capable of carrying Arms. This made 
it to be believed by the Spaniards, that your Ma» 
jeſty would never compaſs 1o great an undertaking : 
and having called to their relief the Count de 
Marcin who commanded their Army, he drew to. 
wards the City to fall upon yon, when he ſuppo- 
ſed that you were ſufficiently weakned to give him 
to hope to defeat you with eaſe : But your Ma- 
zeſty, after having taken the City in a ſmall time, 
gave Marcin allo 1ich an entire Roat, th<t he was 
obliged to eſcape himſelf on foot thronzh a Marſh. 

This yitory promiſed yeu fill now aduantages ; 
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eſpecially the Seaſon not being too far advanced. 
Bat you were ſo in haſte to come back again from 
theſe parts, that you contented yourſelf with what 
you had done; as there are times in which one pre- 
fers one's ſatisfaftion to his duty, though it 
however refleCts a great blemiſh upon his reputa. 
tion, Indeed the leaſt weakneſs in the life of a 
great man is a ſtain which obſcures the luſtre of 
his Noble Aﬀtions. But whois there in the World 
ſo exempt? eſpecially when thoſe weakneſles pro. 
ceed from a Paſſion, which Heroes have alſo more 
an inclination to, than others. . 

The ſacceis, which your Majeſty had, augment- 
ed ſtill the credit of your Miniſter : who became 
ſo glorieuws with his favour, that he did every 
thing that he could to deſtroy me, But your Ma- 
jeſty was juſt to me, notwithſtanding all his Infor- 
mations : and truly, you were obliged to protect 
me, becanſe I had expoſed my ſelf for you to the 
Publick hatred. I had adviſed you ſome years be- 
fore, to ſuppreſs a part of the Rents of the PHogel 
de Ville : the creation whereof had been made 
npon ſo low a foot, that joining together with 
the Profit, which one had made of the Arrears, 
the reimburſement of the Principal, your Majeſty 
was not only quitted, but there was beſides due to 
you a great deal of the remainder. In the mean 
time, as if this had been to reduce to deſpair a 
People, who had not been Managers good enongh 
to erect another Fund to ſerve them in the place of 
that, which you cou'd ſuppreſs without Injuſtice ; 
you thought fit, that T ſhould only give them a 
fear of it ; to the-end to retrench thoſe Rents the 
more eaſily, and to reduce them for the future 
upon ſuch a foot, as that they ſhould not be any 
turther 
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further ſuch a charge to you. But as itis an ordi- 
nary thing-enough to be blind in one's own Inte- 
reſts, no body minded-this reaſon, and 1 faw my 
ſelf at the point of being torn in pieces by = 
People. One day particularly, as I was going 
the Chancellors, 1 was ſurrounded in his Court by 
the Renters. Amongſt whom there were ſome, 
who were fo infolent, as to threaten me, I pre. 
tended to hearken to what they had to ſay, to have 
an occaſion to get-them to diſcover their Names : 
and your Majeſty having ordered-them to be Ar. 
reſted, I preſumed that that yvould contain the 
others withia: their duty. But yet there did con- 
tinually ſome body or--other preſent himſelf, who 
endeayoured to frighten me ; which my Deputies 
being more iotimidated with than my ſelf, they 
uſed all their enfdeayours to oblige: me to abandon 
-that Aﬀair, - * 
The Zeal which I had for the Service of your 
Majeſty, did not permit me to-give ear to their 
fears. Which-were 10 ſtrange, tiat-one of them, 
who was a mag--of great Indufiry, but who with- 
al had the imperfeftion to loye Drink, excepting 
which there would have been few like him,ſtartzd 
out.of his fleep in the Night in a fright, believing 
chat-the Rentiers had got him bythe Throat, The 
fumes of that Liquor, which oyer-clouced him, 
did not give him leave to [ce that his fright pro» 
ceeded but from a Dream-; and ſo-he-put all ir 
Houſe into an uproar, and awakened my Wife and 
my Children, I awakened my felt ar the note, 
which he made : and if 1 would have believed my 
Domeſticks, or my Wife, I wuit have minded 
but only which . way -I was to take, to ſlave my 
felf, But having thought convenient to inform a3 
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ſelf firſt, of what it was, I diſcovered preſently, - 


that it was no more than aViſion of that Sor; and 
ſo my Houſe was {et in quiet again. I diſcharged 
him the next morning: becauſe I could not per- 
ſwade my ſelf to keep him after that Inſult z- eſpe- 
cially fince 1 had warned him many times, that if 
he did not correct himſelf, I would keep him-no 
longer. But there are things, to which one is fo 
inclined, that one cannot get rid of them, when 
one will ; Particularly when one hath given time 
to them to paſs intoa habit, Now drinking is of this 
number : and the more a man grows old, rhe more 
he becomes ſubject to it. The reaſon is, be- 


cauſe the natural heat beginning to decay in him, . 


he fancies, that the Wine recruits his ſtrength : 
inſtead whereof, the exceſs which he takes of it, 
deprives him of that which he hath yet remain. 
ing. It is not ſoas to the Paſſion for Women : 
which for a reaſon that is very natural, cannot 
be ſo ſtrong in an elderly Age, as then, when one 
Is but at five and twenty. So that of all the Paſli- 
ons which torment a man, I conceive there is none 
more dangerous than that firſt ; Except that it 
does not ſo much ſuit to certain perſons, who 
would find themſelyes abſolutely diſhonored by it. 
From whence we muſt conclude, that one ought 
to reſiſt it with all ones power, in its birth : 
and above all, when one conſiders, that it renders 
a man incapable of every thing ; .inſomuch that 
one cannot put the leaſt confidence in him. 

Your Majeſty ſuſpetting very well, that all your 
Neighbors would have a jealouſie of yourConqueſts, 
made a League Offenfive and Defenlive with Portu- 
gal: who bythe ſuccours which you had given them, 
were preferv'd from faiiing again under the domi- 
nion 


of Mon{teur Colbert. I53 

gion of Spein, The Spaniards complained of this ma- 
ny times during the Peace ; and that your Majeſty 
 counterven'd thereby one oftheArticles of theTrea- 
ty of the Pyrenees : in which it was carried, that you 
ſhou?d abandon them intirely. But it is impertinent 
yery often to Covenant upon certain things, which 
one knows well enough, one ſhall not execute. Andin 
the number of thoſe, one muſt always reckon ſuch, 
as/'are entirely oppoſite to the Intereſts of a 
Crown, So that whatſoever Alliance two Neigh- 
bouring States may make, their promiſes Subſift 
no longer, than their common Intereſt is found in 
them, Which is the reaſon, that there is but 
little bottom for one to take there, and to account 
otherwiſe, it is the way to be decelved. 

The Duke of Lorain, who had conſtantly ſome 
ill deſigns againſt your Majeſty, ſaw himſelf ont 
of a condition to execute them, by the precaution 
which you had uſed. You had obliged him to 
give you, for all his averſion to it, the Troops 
which he had yet on foot, to aſliſt you in your 
Conqueſts, Yet this kept him not from Intrigue- 
ing with the Spaziards, and with the Hollauders 
who were jealous of your proſperity, and who had 
held a Treaty with the Kings of Exgland and Swe. 
den to bring you to a Peace. He was reſolved to 
enter into that Treaty. For which reaſon, to be 
more in a poſture of making himſelf to be feared, 
he redemanded of you his Troops to come and 
take Winter Quarters with him ;. to the end, that 
under a pretence of defending his Eſtates, which 
were environed on all ſides by the Spaniards, he 
might be able to do what he pleaſed. But as 
you was as Ingenious as he, you would not ſuffer 


them to come out of Flanders; which obliged him 
ta debauch them, Your 
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Your Majeſty took no notice of any thing ; be, 
cauſe you, had more preſſing Aﬀairs ypon your 
hands. Aud contenting yourſelf ro order him tg 
be obſerved, and to hinder that, thoſe Troopy 
ſhould not deſert, you took your way, during 
the greateſt rigour of the Winter, into the County 
of Burgundy ;, which you was very ture of Conquer, 
ing 3 by reaſon that. the Prince of Conde had treat. 
ed about it with the Marquis d Hienne, who way 
the Governour there, And fo far was this from 
being a thing to be blamed, that it isa part of the 
Wiſdom and of the Prudence of a Sovereign, to 
ſpare the Blood of his Subjects, as much as he can 
pollibly, For which reaſon, when it only coſts 
him ſome Money to get hinrelf the Keys of Towns, 
It 1s to be ſaid, that he is better adviſed than thoſe, 
who employ upon it the Lives of an inknite num- 


ber of men : Whicheven very often ſerves,but only | 


to lead them to receive a greater afiront. For 
whatfoever Forces one hath, the ſucceſs does not 
anſwer always to our expectations, From whence 
we muſt conclude, and it is with ſtill a greater 
evidence, that when one can light upon a ſure way 
ro come to the accompliſhment of his Enterpriſe, 
one mult never [et that paſs, Only I except how- 
ever Poiſon and Murder : Two things, which are 
ſo mean, and ſodiſtant from the Sentiments that 
a Prince ought to have, that he 1s never to recur 
to them, unleſs he is reſolved to diſhonour himſelf. 


The War, which you had to ſuſtain, did not | 


hinder you from continuing your Applications to 
ſee, that Juſtice was perform?d amongſt your Sub. 
jects. You obliged your Parliaments . to follow 


the Code, both Civil and Crimizal ; upon which | 


you had ſet perſons on Work before your depar- 
Cor; 
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ture for Flanders, in order to reduce the Proceſſes 
ifito a more narrow Compaſs. Some Fudges,who 
did not find their Accounts in this, and who be. 
tieved that it would be the ſame with it as it is 
with' certain Comminatory puniſhments, which one 
retnits oftentimes without further notice, pave 
themſelves the liberty to cauſe it to be executed 
juſt as they pleaſed. But your Majeſty being in- 
formed'sf them, you ſuſpended them from their 
Offices;'and caſt ſuch a terror into others by that 
example, that they ſhew- themſelves wiſe at the 
others expence. 


- 
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CHAP. IV: 


An Account of what paſſed from the Treaty of 
" Aix la Chapelle to the War of Holland. 


\ hag not to draw upon your Hands all the Potern- 

tates,who bore an Envy to your Proſperity,you 
judged it convenient to make .a Peace. And the 
Spaniards having confented by the treaty which 
was held at ix ls Chapelle, that you ſhould keep 
your Conqueſts, upon condition that you did ſur- 
render to them the County of Bxrgogne, you be- 
came more Puillant in Flanders, than you had ever 
been before. 

You ſet Perſons at work there, all in one and 
the fame time, upon the fortifications of ſo many 
Places, that it was a matter of an Aſtoniſhmear 
to all your Neighbours : who could not almolt 
conceive, how a Kingdom of ſo little an extent 
ſhould be able to anſwer to ſo many things at once. 

For 
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For beſides thoſe works, which were infinitely 
chargeable, you did not diſcontinue the- building 
at the Lowvre, and at Verſailles : And elſewhere you 
bought up ſuch a vaſt quantity of rich movez. 
bles, Anticks, Precious ſtones, and of every thing 
in general which denotes the moſt the ſumptuouf 
neſs of a Prince, that one may ſay, that all your 
Predeceſlors had been but Petis Perſons in compa- 
riſon to you. You had a Coat made you, which 
alone was of an ineſtimable value; and which 
ſeryed you but only to receive the Ambaſſadors 
in, The Diamonds upon it, and to your Hat, 
were worth above ſixteen Millions : and before 
one arrived to your Throne, which was extream. 
ly elevated, one paſſed throygh a Gallery ſo filled 
with Goods, and Veſlels of maſly Silver, of 
all ſorts of faſhions, as well as with Ciſterns, that 
one might think that you had amaſſed together, 
every thing which is to be found in the Indies to 
ſhow your Magnificence. And yet the matter of 
them was what deſerved: the leaſt to be confider'd: 
for all theſe pleces were of a Hand ſo curious, 
that the faſhion of them.coſt more than the matter. 

It will be admired perhaps, that your Majeſty 
followed in this a Maxim, which was fo different 
from that of the King, your Father : who cared 
ſo little tor theſe ſort of things, that the Stran- 
gers who viſited his Royal Houſes, could not ſuffi- 
ciently wonder, that ſo great a Prince was fo ill 
in Goods. But you did not do it ſo much ont of 
an humour of high ſpending, as for the conſequen- 
ces which reſult from it. For it is fit to know, 
that all ſuch things, as are great and magnificent, 
beget Admiration : which Princes have as much 
an occaſion of, as of their Power. Becauſe there 
is 
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is nothing which makes them to be more reſpect. 
ed than that : and one rarely ſees, that men are 
wanting to thoſe, who underſtand ſo well how to 
cauſe themſelves to be Eſteemed. 
You gave Order in like manner that your Ta- 
bles ſhould be ſerved, as it became fo great a King, 
And although that you furniſhed them with what 
was proper and delicate, and with plenty, yet 
it colt you leſs ſo, than it did before; becauſe you 
hinder'd, that thoſe who had the charge of them, 
ſhould not rob you as they had been uſed, In 
fine, you caſt your Eyes upon the Abuſes, which 
there were, as far as to your Liveries; which you 
ordered to be changed every year, on purpoſe to 
croſs the courſe of the greedineſs of ſuch as made 
them to.ſerve beyond the time limited, for to put 
the money into their Pockets. 

Therefore all your people began to have ſuch 
a reſpect ſor your reign, that it was no longer a 
Queſtion, whether your Majeſty ſhould give your 
ſelf the trouble to go in perſon to the Palace to 
cauſe the EdiZs to be Regiſtred there : You con- 
tented yourſelf with ſending them thither by the 
firſt comer. Which is a thing, that will be an oc- 
caſion of an Aſtoniſhment to Poſterity, ater that 
that I have faid above, And yet all this was 
wrought by nothing but your reputation, and 


without your being obliged to uſe the lealt actioa 


of Rigour to make you to be obeyed. 

Indeed when one hath eſtabliſhed things once 
upon a good foot, they go. of themſelves afcer- 
wards, without ones being in a manner concerned 
to take any Pains with them. And this ought ro 
teach us All, every one for his own ſake, whoever 
we are, to ſettle a good order alſo in our attairs, 

| without 
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without which they can never do well, It is ng 
ceſſary too, that this be. done with the beginni 
that we are charged with them. For if we targy, 
till they go ill, it will be the ſame then, as it is with 
thoſe neglected buildings, which fall into ruine 
for want of having had one ſtone put to them ig 
time. Which it is impoſlibleto remedy afterwardy, 
unleſs one rebuilds them all anew : wherein we ſee 
the prejudice which the Maſter receives, and hoy 
much it concerns him to be a good husband. 

Your Majeſty having thus made a Peace, you 
created three Mareichals of Frazce, who were the 
Marquiſles de Bellefons, de Crequi, and d* Humierec, 
In the mean time the Frexch Gentlemen who pleaf 
themſelves in the noiſe of Arms, not having any 
more wherewithal to beſtow their time upon your 
frontier, defired leave of your Majeſty to go to 
the ſuccour of the City of C2ndia, which the 7arks 
had laid fiege to this long time. You gave thew 
leave, and appointed them a Chef, who was the 
Duke de /s Fenuillade. But as the Vexetians did not 
proceed as it was fitting in order to raiſe the ſiege, 
that ſuccour was ſo far from being of any profit 
to them, that their General quarrelled with that 
Duke who had ſo great a Contempt for him, as 
to break out many times even unmannerly againſt 
him. Upon which thoſe Gentlemen being come 
back again without having wrought any thing that 
was conſiderable; the Turks, who apprehended 
it, flattered themſelves, that they ſhould ſoon make 
an end of their Enterprize, 

The Duke de Navailles was not diſencouraged 
with the diſtaſtes, which the Duke de la Fexillade 


gave t9 fuch, as after his example had had a detire | 
to 25 £o the rehef of a place, which was ſo im- | 
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portant to Chriſtendom. And as your Majeſty 
would have been very glad, that it bad been Re- 
lieved, you ſent him with tome regulac Troops 
thither under your Fleet, which was commanded 
by the Duke of Zeaufort, The Duke de Navailles 
landed his Troops, notwithitanding a great fire 
of Cannon from the Tzrks : aad'having ſent to 
obſerve their Camp, he had no ſooner given fome 
days repoſe to his men, but he made a {ally up- 
on them : which was ſo vigorous a one, that eye- 
ry thing fled before him. But the ice having taken 
hold of a Magazine of Powder of thole Barbari- 
ns, every one was intimidated at it, as if it had 
been a mine, which had been ſprung to deſtroy 
them. So running away in their turns too, the 
Turks who perceived them. in that Panick fear, 
came to the charge, and cut them all in pieces. 
This encreaſed the diſorder of thoſe who were be- 
hind. They retired in Confuſion. So thar there 
were ſome Perſons of Quality here Kkilld ; and 
probably the Marquis de Faber, the: only Son of 
the Mareſchal, was of that number ; becaule after 
the fight he did not return back with the others. 
And yet he was not found amongſt the dead nei- 
ther : no more was the Duke of Beaxfort, who 
had had the imprudence to Land, contrary to the 
duty of an Admiral : who is only to fight upon Sea, 
without ſtirring eyer out of his Vellc}, unleſs it be 
ready to be ſunk. However it was, this expedi- 
tion having had no better a ſucceſs with it than 
that of the Duke de /z Fenillade, and on the con- 
trary the Arms of your Majeſty appearing to be 


. concerned in this, that you had there lome Regu- 


Iar Troops, you received the Duke de Navailles 
ill ; upon whom thoſe who were preſent at the 
| Action 
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Action caſt. the blame of the misfortune that had 
” happen'd. And yet there was no appearance,that 
he was in fault neither, Conſidering, that it is 
impoſſible for a General, to foreſee ſuch an Acci. 
dent as that 3 and to maintain his Troops againſt 
a Pauick Fright. But as it is a dithcult thing to 
juſtifie ones ſelf at the Court, eſpecially when 
one hath a Miniſter upon one's back, and that one 
is not beſides agreeable to the Ladies, be had or- 
ders to withdraw himſelf, 

The Place did not make it long afterwards, be- 
fore jt ſurrender?d, But it was fit that the Twrks 
ſhould order it to be Rebuilt again, 1t was ſo ill 
treated with the Cannon, It is pretended, that 
there hath not been ſo memorable a ſiege ſeen of 
a long time : nor in which there hath paſled aQi. 
ons, more hot and more vigorous. Indeed as for 
either the duration of it, or the number of men 
who periſhed at it on one ſide and the other, 1 
do not know of any, which can enter into com- 
pariſon with it, For it laſted many years, and 
the Beſtegers loſt near fixſcore thouſand men at it, 
and the Beſfieged near thirty eight thouſand. 

In the mean time the ſuccour which your Ma- 
jeſity had ſent to the YVexetians, not being grateful 
at all to the Grand Signior, he ſent a Chiaowx to 
you to explain himſelt with you thereupon; and 
co renew the Treaty of Commerce, which there 
had always been betwixt the two Nations, But 
your Majeſty, who had too much Reſolution - to 
tollow the example of ſome of your Predeceſlors, 
who have ſuftered ſometimes thoſe Princes co be- 
ipeak them in Courſe Complements, ſtopped the 
Mouth of that Chiaoux the moment that he offered 
to ſpeak more high than he ought. 

| | Nof» 
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| Notwithſtanding the Peace which your Majeſty 
hah re-eſtabliſhed in Ewrope by the laſt Treaty, 
which had been concluded at A4ir {a Chapelle, the 
Dake of Lorain Armed continually : becauſe he 
ſuppoſed, that the Poteatates, 'who had declared 
themſelves for obliging you to lay down your 
Arms, would not ſuffer that you ſhould fall upon 
him. But that which encouraged him above all to 
Riſe, was , that the Hollanders,who thought them-. 
ſelves Powerful becauſe they were extreamly rich, 
did not much obſerve their meaſures with your 
Majeſty, Fan Benningben had ſpoken to you many 
times of the Force of the Vnitcd Provinces : giving 
you to underſtand, that they would fall upon your 
back, if you pretended to trouble the repole of your 
Neighboars, His hardieſſe proceeded even to 
that, that he had cauſed a Medal to be ſtruck, 
which Alluding to the Miracle that Foſpua wrought 
when he ſtopped the courſe of the Sun, was to 
Hit your Majeſty ; You, who had taken the Sur 
for your Deviſe, and who knew that that Mini. 
ſter*s name was Foſhua, For one ſaw very wel), 
that he meant to tay by that, that he had ſtopped 
your Carreer by the Treaty of Peace, which he 
had obliged you to come to : Which was alſo well 
enough deſigned by him in that Medal ; where in 
the Circle about his Eftigies, he had cauled theſe 
words to be put inLatin, Iz conſpedu meo ſtetit ſol. The 
Duke of Lorain drew a conſequence from hence, 
which animated him againſt you, Your Majeſty, 
who had very good notice of it, ordered it to be 
told him, that he ſhould find himſelf deceived, un- 
leſs he would be wiſer : and that if he obliged 
you again once to ſtrip him of his Country, he 
Mould never re-enter inte it: Thet you deſirt 
poiitively 
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poſitively that he ſhould difarm ; and that he had 
but ſix Weeks to reſolve himſelf. 
This Complement, made with the Authority of 


a Maſter, had in it wherewithal to aſtoniſh the 
Duke. Nevertheleſs ſeeking ſtill how to cover hij 
11 will under a ſpecious pretence, he remonſtrated 
to your Majeſty, that he was not as yet in fafet 
on the ſide of the EleGor Palatine: who from ting 
to time made ſtill incurſions upon his frontier, $ 
that if you would be obeyed, it was cenvenien 
that you did him the favour to ſettle that affairin 
order, Your Majeſty ſaw very well, that this ws 
but aa Evaſion. However as it made a ſhew 
juſtice in relation to what you demanded, you 
Majeſty ſent to him an ACt of Garranty, and tx 
ſame to the EleGor Palatine : by which you pv 
miſed the one and the other, to give them you 
ſuccour, in caſe that there ſhouid be either of then 
ſo raſh, as to break the Treaty which they hal 
made with one another, The EleGor Palatine ac 
guieſced in it immediately: And then the pts 
tence of the Duke not being poſſible to ſabſiſt lon 
' ger, he was obliged to obey you. 

Your Majeſty perceiving now no more appt 
Trance of a Broil on that fide, thought of nothin 
" more than to be avenged of the Hollaxders z whok 
haughtineſles you could not digeſt. The Marquiso 
Louvois, who deſired only a War, excited youth 
more to it, by repreſenting to you the ingratitud 
of thoſe people ; who had ſo many obligations it 
particular to you: not reckoning upon any 0 
thoſe for which they were indebted to Lewis tht 
12th, and to Hexry the 4th, your Father and you 
Uncle; without whoſe ſuccour, they would neye! 
have been able to haye made head againſt thi 
Houk 
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Houſe of Auſtria. But if -they had had no more 
to do, than to make it appear, that they were 
not Ungrateſul, it had not been a very difficult 
thing for them. Becauſe what obligation ſoever 
one Eſtate hath to another, this does not command 
them however to put their Necks into a Halter 


” their own ſelves. And therefore they had done 


nothing, but what they were bound to do in Good 
Policy, when they had hinder?d that you ſhould 


not conquer the reſt of Flanders. But it was not 


the ſame thing as to the other occaiions of the 
Complaints which you had againſt them; which 
no body neither can excuſe them for. . 

However it was, your Majeſty having imprinted 
it firmly ia your mind ro-bring them to Repent 
themſelyes, as ſoon as you ſhould find an oppor- 
tunity for it, commanded me to hill your Colters, 
which were drained by the Prodigious disburie- 
ments which you had made, In truth there was 
now nothing within them ; although your Reve- 
nues had been augmented conſiderably, and that 
you had done many things which were extraordt- 
nary,whereby you had raiſed a great dealoi Money. 

In the mean time, I] ought to confeſs to your 
Majeſty, that I ſerved you ill, in the Propoſal 
which was made for a Viſitation npon thoſe, who 
falſly pretended to Geztility. And if ever there is 
the like Aﬀair done in your Reign, or under that 
of your Succeſſors, they muſt have a great 
care how they follow my example. For things of 
this nature ought not to he put into the hands of 
the Farmers : who having no other intere#. 1a ic 
than to get their Money, perſecute the Genilemeir, 
who are realy ſuch, but who have not the Maney 
to givethem ; and {ubſtitute in their places tho'e, 

= M 2 . who 
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who are no- Gentlemey, provided that they buy | (, 
with ready money the Privilege which they have, by 
of making what perſons they ſee good to be de. | 
clared Gentlemen. This is an Abuſe which ought, | 1, 
not to be ſuffered; and which beſides is enough | 
to loſe your Majeſty the Amity which your | {q 
Gentry hath for you. Becauſe they have reaſon | © 
to complain, that the perſecution which they ff. | 
fer is done far leſs with an intention to purge & | þ 
way the Blemiſhes which diſhonour them, than jt | |, 
is to dive indifferently into the Pockets of all their | - 4 
Members. Ir is _— better, that thus _ p 
ſhould be made at the Requeſt of your Sollietorm | - , 
- General, and of their ſubſtitutes: and that ym | $ 
'* did erect an Office of Receivers, in whoſe hands | x 
to remit the Fines of ſuch, as ſhall be ſo condeme | , 
ned, in order to be brought into your Royal Treas | 
ſury. - By this way, you will not incur the imp» | - {, 
tation of abandoning the Widow and the. Or- | 
phan to the Extortioners ; Neither will you,4& | - , 
but by the motive of juſtice, You will find Jike- | : 
wiſe, that amongſt thoſe, who have. obtajned { 
Arreſts, there is a multitude of : Genzlemen, of | , 
the New Impreſſion, and who have no obligation [ 
for it but, to their money. $o after . haying 
payed for aſluming a Quality, which does not 
' belong to them, it is good that they. pay agall 
for the Uſurpation that they have committed, 
Which is ſo much the more juſt, as your Ms 
jcſty hath a conſiderable intereſt to puniſh thoſe, 
who ſerve themſelves of ill means to come to the 

end of their intentions. 
... The Command which your Majeſty gave me 
to fill your Coffers, made me think of an Edid, 
£5 wich did appear to be beneficial to the hy 
30 
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and which really is ſo, if one takes the pains to 
conſider it.1t is that of the Comprrolment of the Writs, 
by which one ſtops all the Cheats, which were 
committed heretofore by Antedares. Only it does 
not provide againſt the diſhoneſty of the Serjeanes, 
who may ſtill ſhuffle in their ppnifications, and ren- 
der even their falſities the more Authentick by that 
Comprrol, But it is ſuppoſed, that one takes 
all the precaution imaginable, as to that Matter, 
by ' obliging them to aſliſt themſelves with Wir- 


'neſſes ; and this however isalways very much, that 


there is a remedy certain, againſt the miſchief, 
which they were otherwiſe capable af doing by an 
Amedated Wrie, However it is, your Majeſty 
finding that this was juſt, it was eſtabliſhed in the 
Kingdom ; although ic had met with difficulty, in 
2 great many places, Indeed whether it was, that 
there were Judges, who were not ſatisfied with it, 
ſor reaſons which 1 do not penetcateinto; or that 
it diſpleaſed iome particular perſons, whole hu- 


- mours ſometimes are ſo remote from reaſon, that 


the love of a trifle keeps them, that they do nor 
ſee of what conſequence things are to them; it 


was canvenient to ferve yourſelf of your Royal 


Authority, to do them good whether they would 
Or NO, | 
That which appeared the moſt extraordinary 


to me was this ; That the Parliament of Tholowſe 


committed in it an overſight, which your Majeſty 
pardoned 1n them , bur which nevertheleſs you 
thought convenient to puniſh in the perſon of him, 
who was the moſt in faalt of all their Members. 
For there mult be always ſome body puniſhed, 0 

ſerve for an exampyle to others, and lo there wilh 
be no Jdnper Cc: arelayſe. Yhe buſineſs was, That 
M 2 Pachanan 
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Parliament gave out Arreft, to oblige thoſe who 
had the care of leyying this Tax, that they ſhould 
reſtore a Horſe, which had been ſold for the pay- 
ment of the Fine, which was commanded by the 


Edi&, with relation to thoſe who ſhould be guilty | 


of any Contravention thereunto, Now that Ar. 
reſt was a thing of the higheſt inſolence ; Becauſe 
it was to make void properly your Edict, or at 
leaſt io have ſo little a regard to it, that it was 
all one as if they had ſaid, that they would not 
ſubmit to it but ſo far only, as they took a fancy 
to do. Nevertheleſs as in theſe ſort of Afirs it 
is neceſſary always to go very carefully, for fear of 
expoſing your Authority to il] purpoſe, 1 ordered 
it to be told the Premier Preſident, who had not 
dipped himſelf in it, that it was fitting he ſhould 
Annul that Arreſt, or he might tarry till he ſaw 
ſome puniſhment ſhould fall for it upon his Society : 
That it was his concern to have hindred it : His, 
who was the Head of them, and to whom the faulc 
would be attributed, let him be never ſo innocent. 
I wrote in hike manner to your Sollicitor General, 
ard to your Advocates General, though that Arreſt 
had been made without them, to take better care 
another time to do the duty of their Oihces : And 
taving touched them all upon the point of Honour, 
tle Premier Pref;dent called an Aſſembly Extraordi- 
n:ry of the Parltament, where the Farmer General 


_ of your Demeſne was preſent by my order. He 


a>ked to ſpear to them : and that Company ha- 
v:ng given him tne leave, he ſhew them: the Er- 
ror that they had committed ; and told them, that 
there was but one way to repair it, which was to 
caſlate that Decree which they had made, For I 
was very glad to ſpare your Maieſty the trouble 
which 
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which you would have had to be obliged to puniſh 


It; Belides, that when a Miniſter can Salve the Aps 


pearances, and not hazard the Authority of his 
Maſter, it is his Prudence to do ſo, 

The Parliament endeavoured to decline that 
Afﬀront by propoſing a number of other expedi- 
ents, whereby they thought to ſave their Honour. 
But the Farmer would not recede from his propo. 
ſition : And ſo the Parliament, to eſchew the pun- 
iſhment which was due to them, made void, what 
they had done, their own ſelves, 

I did not ſpeak of this Aﬀair to your Mzjzſty, 
till after it was conſummated : Becauſe it was my 
agreement with you, when I took upon me the 
Adminiſtration of your Revenue, that you ſhould 
truſt yourſelf co me ia the things " hich concerned 
my charge. And indeed the perſon, whom you 
make a choice of to fil that Po!t, ought to have 
an abſolnte Authoricy, or elſe he can never acquit 
himſelf of his duty as he ſhould, Inthe Atairs of 
this kind, your Maj-ſty is not to confult any, but 
{nch as you have eſtabliſhed for your Counſel. For 
it you ſuppoſe, thar the perſons wiom you employ 
to be your other Judges are to be called to here, H 
dare fay, you wiil decetve yourſelf very mach, Tho 
men of the Robe eſpectally unde ſtand 4 nothing of 
it : and quite on the contrary, they are good roT 
nothing but to ſpoil all, They frame a thouſand 
difficulties upon the point of a Needle :; whica 
muſt he erdcavoured © be avoiried ta ts jiace ; 
becauſe 1n the Revenue, all the fecret is in The 
Gl1/patCci, 

| will quote to your _— IN example wn th 
ſ{uzj:ct, and one which you will rememier yOurk 
felt of yery well, didene: ae la Reinio, whom 

M 4 you 
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you had made Lieutenant of the Government of 
the City of Paris, to the end that that great City 
which is not only the "Capital of your Kingdom, 
but which deſerves alſo to be the ſame of the 
World entirely, for its Beauty,: for its Grandeur, 
and for its Riches, ſhould be otherwiſe-managed, 
than it had been for the time paſt ; Monſieur de 


la Reinie, | ſay, who in that quality had a pattie, 
cular inſpeRion over what was ated there, was: 
forward to oppoſe himſelf againſt the Leaſe, which. 


I was ordering to be made of the Scoops, which 


were of the Demeſnes of your Majeſty. He ima--. 
gined, that this Afﬀair which concerned the Fiſher--. 


Women, and other people of that nature, 'would 
be apt. to raiſe a Sedition, His intention - could 


not be blamed : becauſe it was directed only to-a 1 
good end, Yet he was miſtaken : no body ſtirred, 
and your Majeſty reaped the Revenue, which you + 


had reckoned upon from thence, 


I could gather you a thouſand inſtances of this X 


nature, and by which your Majeſty would ſee, that 
the reach of thoſe mens Souls does not go beyond 
their Trade. But as that would be needleſs, it is 
better that I remark to you what is the cauſe of ir. 
Which is, that they are trained up to form to 
themſelves Phancoſines of every thing, and to fight 
againſt them when they have done, They imagine, 
that it is In the Revenue, as it is in a Proceſs: 
where they muſt be always upon the Guard againſt 
the ſubtilties of a Barreter, So they fall into the 
Chicanery themſelves, which they would avoid from 
others; and rather than to depart from their Max- 
ims, they would cnooſe te conſent, that the State 
ſhould go vpk:de down. 


However 
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However it is, your Majeſty having approved 
of -all that T had done in relation to the Parlia. 
ment of Tholowſe, you ſent a Letter under your Sig- 
yes to Baniſh the Preſident dela Terraſſe, who had 
iven out the firſt Arreſt 3 and to give a Penſion 
of two thouſand Livres tothe Premier Preſident, who 
had pronounced the ſecond, For it is fit, that the 
puniſhment and the reward ſhould go hand in hand, 
to encourage thoſe who do their duty, and to 
make thoſe to be afraid who do it not. Other- 
wiſe there would be neither emulation nor caution 
amongſt them : which are two things, that how- 
ever are abſolutely neceſlary, when one would 
make a ſtate to flouriſh, 

As for Towrs,it flouriſhed ſo very much,that the 
fame alone of your name excluded from the Crown 
of Poland the Prince of Lorain; who without that 
would have had a good [ntereſt there, That Na- 
tion elefted themſelves a Soveraign, contrary to 
their uſual Maxim, and even contrary to the con- 
ſtitutions of the State, But they thought, that it 
became them to derogate from thoſe, rather than 
to diſpleaſe your Majeſty ; who would have been 
ſorry to ſee their choice to have fallen upon that 
Prince. 

About that time your Majeſty ſeemed to me to 
be mighty penſive : Upon which having taken the 
liberty to ask you, what you had done, you did 
me the favour to open your heart to me. You 
told me, that there was ſomething a brewing 
againſt the repoſe of your State, That a man, 
yon did not know who as yet, but whoſe Pitture 
had been fent to you out of England, went up and 
down all theCourts, where under the pretence of 
the conſervation of the pretended Reformed Re-- 

| ligion, 


170 The Political Laſt Teſtament 


ligion, he endeavoured to animate the Powers a- 
gainſt you, That he was gone out of Exg/and to 
the Princes of the North : where he ſtrove to per- 
ſwade thoſe, who were not yet entred into the 
Triple Alliance, to join themſelves to the others. 
That an attempt of this nature deſeryed an exem- 
plary puniſhment : *but you did not know what 
way to take to do it ; becauſe there was no like- 
Jihood, that.;any Prince would deliver him into 
your hands, ,. That you muſt therefore reſolve to 
carry him off by force: and yet this ſeemed to you 
impoſſible, upon the account that every one being 
jealous of his liberty, it was too much to expoſe 
the perſons whom you ſhould employ in it. Be- 
{ides, that you did not know, upon whom to caſt 
your eyes for an affair of this conſequence, which 
ought to be ſecret 3 and which you had not net- 
ther communicated..to_ any, but to me. 

I asked your Majeſty, whether the man, that 
you ſpoke to me of, was a Frexch Man ; for you 
had not faid any thing to me as to that. matter ? 
You anſwered me, Yes; and that that was the 
thing which put you (o much in anger at it. 
Whereupon, ' as I conld not blame your reſent- 
menits, I told you, that my Advice was, that 


you ſhould communicate the thing to Monſſeur de. 
Turenne : who knowing the beſt of any,the,men 


de-teje and of reſolution, would furniſh you with 
chem to- bring away this man into France ; or at 
leaſt, if they found too many obſtacles to that, 
to Poxyard him. Your Majeſty anſwer'd me, 
Tnzt you wouid not, that they ſhould Kill him : 
Beeauie before you would have him to be puniih- 
ed, you deſired to know. his Accompliccs, whore- 
e:iprobably there was a great number : And ſur- 
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ther, that you would follow the Counſel which I 
had given you, which you found was good : being 
perſwaded that Monſieur de Tzrexze would be 
faithful to you, although he was a Hmnguenct : 
For he was not as yet Converted in the time that 
Iſpeak of; and it was not till twoor three months 
aſter. i 
I took the liberty to ſay to your Majeſty, that 
I humbly begged you to mention nothing of it 
to the Marquis of Louvois : Becauſe the jealouſte 
which he bore to Monſieur de Turexze, would be 
2 cauſe perhaps, that the thing might miſcarry. 
This was enough to ſay to you, to give you to 
underſtand, that I did not believe him to be fo 
dearly addifted to your Service, as that he was 
' not capable for his own particular Intereſts to 
torget thoſe of the State, So your Majeſty ap- 
prehending very well, what it was that I meant to 
tell you, promiſed me not to ſpeak of it to any 
body : but you made me at the ſame time a repri- 
_ for this, that 1 judged ſo ill of my Neigh. 
ur. 

You obſerved your Royal Word to me, and 
ſpoke to none of it, but tro Monſieur de Twureane, 
who appointed you five Officers to execute your 
Enterprife. And as you knew, where the Man in 
queſtion was, and all the life that he lead, the 
went into Switzerland, whither he was but jul 
come ; where they Trape him, as he was paſling 
from one place to another 3 and having conduCt- 
ed him into France, with all the prudence which 
It was fitting for them to uſe to avoid the danger, 
that they were threatned with, if they had been 
caught themſelves, you put him into the hands of 
Juſtice in order to haye his Proceſs drawa and fi. 
niſhed, x | This 
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This miſerable Creature was found to be a 
Burgeois Of Rochelle, who was of the pretended 
Reformed Religion: And although he had been 
taken, as | may ſay, flegrante deligo, and that they 
had, given him fo many proofs of their knowing 
of his Affairs, that it was impoſſible for him to 
donbt of it, he would not however confeſs any 
thing at all of what was demanded of him, This 
did not hinder, but they put his Proceſs in a rea- 
dineſs for Fudgment : and as he foreſaw, that he 
ſhould end his life by an infamous Death, he was 
ſo abandoned by God, that he contrived to make 
away himſelf. He cut off his Privy Members with 
a piece of a Glaſs, which was eaſie enough to be 
found in his Dungeon, And having hid them un- 
der his Straw-Bed, he was expecting to eſcape the 


puniſhment, which was due fo juſtly to his Crime, . 


when the paleneſs into which that accident caſt 
him, occaſioned it to be diſcovered, what his de. 
ſpair had been. A Door-keeper found out thoſe 
wretched pieces, where he had hid them; and 
having given notice to the Juſtices of it, they or. 

dered him to be Executed in two hours after. 
See, what was the end of this unfortunate 
wretch, who endeavoured in the Courts whither 
he went to cover his Crime under the Zeal of Re- 
ligion : When, although a Man may not fear that 
he is miſtaken in the Profeſſion which he is of, 
and that he can perkiſt in it too with the thoughts 
that it 1s the only means to procure his Salvation, 
eſpecially when he hath been Educated in it ; Yet 
it is acertain truth, that this ought never to oblige 
him to fail in his obedience, which he owes to his 
Prince : Much leſs to raiſe up againſt him Powers 
to. make War upon him. The Laws of God as 
| . vell 
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well as the laws of Man condemn it, ex tour & 
ar tout, And do we not ſee commonly, that it 
11S but a pretence, which one makes uſe of to co- 
ver his crime ? And above all, upon this occaſion, 
in which one cannot attribute it biit to a falſe 
Zeal, a thing which was thus followed by an ai- 
on of deſpair, and which is fo little from God, 
that he muſt be quite abandoned by him to reſolve 
upon It. : | 

I have been a little large: upon this Buſinefs, 
whereof the circumſtances will not appear per- 
haps to be of ſo great a conſequence to your Ma- 
jeſty, as to make ſuch a long Narration of it to 
you: But I was very glad to have you to remem- 
ber it, to tell you at the ſame time, that the per- 
ſons, whom the Viſcount of Turexve had made 
choice of for you, had done you ſervice great 
enough for them to be confider'd by the Marquis 
of Louvois, And yet as he was vexed, that the 
thing had been ated without the participation of 
it to him, thoſe perſons had not a more Mortal 
Enemy. He cauſed them to be all broke, one af- 
ter another, upon different pretences : and at 
tength he 1l]-treated Briquemas, a Colonel of horſe, 
ſo very. much, that to avoid his perſecution, he 
quitted his Country, and went to feekan Employ- 
ment under the Marquis of Brandenburgh. It is 
impoſlible, that your Majeſty ſhould enter into the 
particular Cognizance of every thing which is 
done in your Kingdom : You, who are poſlelſed 
with ſo many great affairs, and who think it not 
proper to toriake thoſe to give your application 
to the leſs, Fn the mean time, you are very often 
. abuſed, and I am glad at leaſt, that your Majeſty 
ſhould know it, becauſe it 1s for your ſervice. 
In 
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In the time that this affair was in Apitati- 
on, your Majeſty who perſwaded your ſelf every 
day more and more, that the intereſt which the 
Duke of Lorain had to live amicably with you, 
would lead him to avoid all the occaſions of giving 
Trouble to you, endeavoured on your fide to 
take from him inticely the ſaſpicion, which he had 
ſometime been in,that you intended to drive him 
out of his Country. And yet inſtead of doing 
you that juſtice, he became jealous of this, that 
you were endeayouring to draw his Nephew out 
of the hands of the Emperor ; which he aſſured 
himſelf was but only to keep him in awe the more, 

The Trouble, which he had at this, although 
the thing did not ſucceed, made him, without 
conſidering of the conſequences which his Proce. 
dure was to have, that he ſet himſzIf upon forti. 
fying Chats and Epixal, contrary to the faith of * 
the Treaty which he had held with you. He ad- 
ded together with that enterprize, the hardieſſe 
to beat down the Pillars upon which there were 
the Arms of your Majeſty; as being ſuch a teſti- 
mony of your Juriſdiction, as he would not agree 
to. You underſtood beſides, that he made Le. 
viesin Germany; and that he ſtill kept up there 
the Regiments, which he had made a ſhew, as if 
he would have disbanded. So your Majeſty, not 
being able to diſſemble all theſe Altions, you or- 
der'd the Marquis de Foxrilles to enter into his 
Country : who miſſed of him but a quarter of an 
hour. For he had had notice time enough, when 
they ſaw the Troops, to oblige him to get a 
Horſeback : And as his own conſcience was a Re. 
proach to him, he fled amongſt the Mountains 4- 
Voges ; where not believing himſclf yet in ſafety, 
ts 
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he was forced to avoid your Anger to go a Vaga- 
bond from one Part to another, without daring 
to ſpeak many times who he was. A ſtrange Re- 
duction for a Sovereign Prince, who might have 


+. Jived at his caſe, if he had had more condutt ! 


But it is very juſt, that thoſe who ſo fall in that, 
ſhould have a time to do Pexance for it : Becaule this 
teaches others the difference, which there is be- 
twixt the fortune of a Wiſe, and that of a Hot- 
headed man. 

You poſleſſed yourſelf after this of his Country, 
which made but a feeble reſiſtance ; and having 
ordered the Places to be demoliſhed, which were 
to be ſuſpected by you, you informed the Dzer of 
Ratisboune with the juſt reaſons, which you had 
had for it, Becauſe you miſtruſted, that he 
would endeayour to render you ill to the Empire, 
and that it ſhould not be your fault if That took 
up arms againſt you. Thus you were very willing 
to prevent his iil deſigns; and that all Ezrope 
ſhould not attribute that to your Ambition, which 
was no more than the effet of your juſtice. And: 
it is the way which all Princes uſe, who are Wiſe 
and Prudent. Becauſe by ſaying Nothing, either 
it ſeems, as if they are Conſciovs to themſelves, 
that they are in a fault , Or, that they preſume 
ſo very much upon their ſtrength, that they do 
notVouchſafe to impart to any,things which ought 
nevertheleſs to be ſuſpected, eſpecially when they 
have two faces, and that there does an Ambition 
appear in them ſo openly, that unleſs one is in- 
ſtructed to the contrary, there is no body who 
would not be miſtaken about them. 


The 
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The Duke, after having been ſome time a Fy- 
gitive, retired to Cologne : where he brewed new 
Practiſes in ſecret againſt your Majeſty, To whom 
thinking to give a great vexation, he counſeled 
_ that City to receive a Gariſon of the Darch, He 
. treated alſo with the Spaniards about ſome Regi- 
ments, which he had on foot ; and to which he 

ave for a Commandant the Prince of Vaxdemow 

is Son, whom he had had by the Princeſs of Cay. 
zecroix, and whom he would have fain advanced 
upon the Throne of Lorain to the prejudice of his 
Nephew. 

Your Majeſty, who thought now more than ever 
of carrying the War into Holland, obſerving that 
that Prince, not conterited with all this, did alſo 
every thing that he could in Germany to League 
the Princes of the Empire againſt you, you ſent 
thither on your ſide Miniſters to Counter- 
work his deſigns. In the mean time nothing ſeem- 
ing to you of ſo great a conſequence, as to break 
the Tripple Alliance, which ſubſiſted ſtill, youdrew 
near to the Coaſts towards Exg/and, under a pre- 
tence of viſiting your Places, which lye upon the 
Sea. And as you was there, the Dutcheſs of Or. 
leans made a pretence on her Part, that the 
Neighbourhood invited her to go to ſee the King 
her Brother, inſomuch that ſhe deſired your leave 
for it: You had no mind to refuſe that to her 
all this being concerted betwixt you : and that 
whileſt ſhe ſhould be there, ſhe ſhould uſe the ut. 
moſt of her Power to attract that Prince into 
your intereſts. She took with her a very hand- 
ſome young Lady, who was Mademoiſelle de Kerouel ; 
and who had done all, that ſhe had been able, to 


Touch your heart. But her Star not permitting 
it, 
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it, that you ſhould look upon her with ſo kindan 
Eye as ſhe would have wiſhed, ſhe fell to reckon 
upon the Conqueſt of the King of Exglaxd, who 
had a great feible for handſome Perſons, The 
Dutcheſs, who did rely upon that, and who to 
make her ſparkle the more, had made her for the 
very purpoſe ſome ſine preſents, took the time 
when her brother was in a good humour, to make 
her propoſitions to him. Aaidemoiſelle de Keroudt 
entered in to them adroitment, by order of her Mi- 
ſtreſs; and promiſed that Prince to come to wait 
upon him again, as ſoon as the Dutcheſs, your 
handſome Siſter, was returned into Fraxce, if 
that would content him, So that Prince facrifi= 
ficing the Hollanders to his New Paſlion, Renonnced 
to the Treaty of the Tripple Alliance, and took 
the meaſures with your Majeſty tro Humble that 
Commonwealth, 

The Marquiſs of Vitry, whom you had ſent at 
the ſame time into Sweden in Quality of your 
Ambaſlador Extraordinary, operated allo the ſame 
thing with his Majeſty of Swedex : who ſhew him. 
{elf as much in love with your Money, as the King 
of England was with Mademoiſelle de Keronel. Thus 
all things contributing to your good fortune and 
to your ſatisfaction, you ated with the Eletor 
of Cologne, who had been in your intereſts this 
great while, that he ſhould order things ſo, as 
that the Hollanders ſhould withdraw the Garifon 
which they had put into the Capital City of his 
Eleftorate, This affair was however difficulc e- 
nough to manage ; by reaſon that the inhabitants 
pretend a Right to be the Maſters of that City, 
with an Excluſion of the El:&or z which makes 
thein, that they have continually a jealoufie of him, 

MN Bur 
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But in the time that this was a Negotiating, the 
Dutcheſs your handſome Siſter died, in the com- 
paſs of an hour, after the drinking of a glaſs of 
the Water of Succory, An accident ſo ſudden, 
joyned to her conſtitution which in all appearance 
was good, and to her extraordinary Youth, oc- 
caſioned a. fuſpicion amongſt very many people, 
that this did not happen Naturally; and ſhe ſaid 
herſelf, before ſhe died, that ſhe was poiſoned, 
Now all this appearing to be plauſible, upon the 
occaſion that ſome to whom your Brother gave a 
great Acceſs to his perſon,” had always Iaboured 
to make them to lead an ill life cogether, your 
Majeſty did whatever you was able to inform your 
ſelf about it, Indeed befides-the intereſt which 
you had to puniſh ſo black a crime, if 1t was Pro- 
ved, you had reaſon to fear, but that it might in- 
terrupt the good underſtanding which there was 
betwixt the King of Exgland and you, Withal, 
it was convenient to examine into the bottom, 
from whence that poiſon had its ſource. The 
conſequences whereof were extreamly dangerous : 


. Eſpecially fince they began very much to ſpeak of 


the like things done at Paris, where one ſaw eve- 
ry day ſudden deaths, withour ones being able to 
impute them to any Natural accident. 

So you commanded the Body to be opened by 
your Surgeons z and the Phyſicians were ordered 
thither, to ſpeak their Opinions to it, in the pre. 
{ence of the Ambaſladovr of Exglaud, whom you 
had ordered to be called alſo. But although they 
7ight tourn.over theEntrails on all ſtdes,and diſcover 
rothing as to what was faid was ſuſpected, they 
v1!) have much ado to conyince Poſterity of the 
t:2h of their Report. 
However 
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However it was, the King of England being 1a- 

tisfied with the pains which you had taken to 
clear up the matter, continued to take the mea- 
ſures with you for the Pulling down the Durch. 
Your Majeſty on the other hand ſeeing the Duke 
your Brother a Widower, thought of Remarrying 
of him in Germany : to the intent, that that All 
ance ſhould ſerve you for a pledge of the fidelity 
of ſome Prince of the Empire. The Ele&or Pa» 
latine had a Daughter, who was of 'age for your 
purpoſe : Therefore your Majeſty having fixed 
your choice upon her, you negotiated that Marri- 
age with her father : to which there was no oh- 
ſtacle; but by the way of Religion, which was 
different, But that was ſoon taken off; So that 
you agreed, the one and the other, upon what 
conditions it ſhould be. 
- The Biſhop of Mwnfter enter'd allo into your in- 
tereſts, and promiſed you to Arm on his ide, ta 
Humble that Republique. For he hoped, that 
whilſt your Majelty ſhould attack it one way, he 
ſhould do the ſame thing on another, lo well, that 
he ſhould find no reſiſtance to him. But I cannot 
ſufficiently comprehend, what the Policy is of a 
{mall Prince, in fuch an Adventure. And can he 
be fo blinded, as to believe, that he ſhall be ſuf- 
fered to partake of the ſpoils of an Enemy, whoſe 
riches create them ſo much Envy, that one dies 
with the impatience for them ? There muſt be an 
Account made ſooner or later ; and then 1: is,that 
the ſtronger gives the weaker the law, 

It ſcems to me, that this hath been always pre- 
Ctiſed : and I find really, that it is dangerous to 
intereſt a Prince in ones affairs, who is greater 
than ones ſelf. 1 ſee for example, that when the 

N 2 Princes 
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Princes to whom appertained the ſucceſſion of the 
Eſtates of Fuliers and Cleves, called the Houſe of 
Auſtria to their aſſiſtance, ſhe ſeized upon that 
ſucceſſion ; which ſhe could not perſwade herſelf 
to reſtore again, till after ſhe had been obliged to 
it by ſtroke of Cannon, For an example of ano- 
ther kind, let one conſider, what-hath paſſed in 
the War, which | am upon the point of ſpeaking 
of juſt now; and whether the Emperor hathever 
ofiered to reſtore Philipsbourg, although he had 
promiſed before the taking of it, that as ſoon as 
he ſhould become the Maſter of it, he would re- 
ſtore it to its Rightful Prince, who Is the Biſhop 
of Spire? There is nothing ſo nice, as to depend 
10 upon a greater one than ones ſelf : and France 
is no more exempt than others from doing that 
injuſtice. From whence it muſt be concluded, 
that if a Prince, who is but of an indifferent power, 
did take his meaſures aright, he would never ven- 


ture himſelf with thoſe, who can ſpeak to him in 


the language of Maſters; and whote cuſtom it is 
to have ro other rule of their ations, than their 
own [ntereſt. 

The Hollaxders, who ſaw themſelves threatned 
upon ſo many fides, were in a confuſion, as is 
more eaſie to be imagined, than to deſcribe. For 
beſides all this, . there was a diviſion amongſt 
themſelves: the efftets whereof were full as much 
to be feared, as all the forces which they were 
threatned with, They jad not given till then any 
Authority to the Prin-2 of Orange : and beſtow- 
ing themſelves entire!; ail ro Commerce, they had 
not minded any thing more, than how to make 
that fiouriſh, through the four quarters of the 
Farth. Whereby all their power was RE 
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what they had at Sea, without their appearing to 
take care in any manner of having forces upon 
Land, 

Fobn de Witt, the Penſionary of Hollzud, was at 
the Head of that Republick. A perſon very well 
underſtood in the government of that State : but 
who to the number of the good qualities, which 
his Enemies aſcribed to him themſelves, mixed 
the Defe&t which I have ſpoken of befor e, of 
preferring his own particular Intereſt to thar of 
the publick. So he oppoſed himſelf with ail his 
Might to this, that the Prince .of Oranee ſhould 
have any Authority : and the occaſion ot it was, 
becauſe his Father had been ill-treared by the Fa- 
ther of that Prince, who had kept him in priſon 
for ſome time. Now as a State cannot however 
ſubſiſt, but by its reputation ; and that the repu- 
ration in which this Country was, went no fur- 
ther than as to what concerned the Sea and their 
Riches, a, great many good Heads propoſed to 
reſtore to that Prince the ſame Fruſt, which b:s 
Predeceſlors had had in the Republick, They 
Grounded themſelves upon this ; that there was 
wanting to It a Head, who'z name ſhonld Carry A 
ſtroke with it in foreign Countrys; where de 1/7: 
was not known, but by ſome private Pertons, yvii9 
looked upon him rather as a 200d Mercuinr, than 
as a Great Man of State. Thar it was not the 
lame with the Prince of grape: That the preat 
Actions of his Fathers [po re for him ; and heiides 
that, he was a near relation to the moit part on 
the Princes of Germany, which would give them 
a lacility to tnake _ with them. 7 9  whic: 2 
It was to be added, that the honour which h2 
had tO bg the Nephen w 0: the Rigs on” q ; wind 
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ought to be of a great conſideration to them in 
the preſent conjunture : whereby he would be 
enabled to abate the blows which were made at 
him, and to manage their intereſts. | 

At length theſe reaſons having touched the 
greater part, that Prince, who bore them up b 
a ſtrong Intrigue, into which there were enter” 
all the Creatures of his houſe, was declared Strade- 
halder : that is to ſay, Captain-General and Go- 
vernor of the Country. De Witt who had ſet 
himſelf againſt it ſp openly, from hence; that the 
Commonwealth; at the death of i7iliam the 24, 


« 


had paſſed a' Decree, by which they were bound 
never to inveſt again in one and the ſame perſon 
the offices which had been poſleſſed by that Prince, 
and which conſiſted in thoſe of Sradebolder and the 
Great Admiral; De Wi, I ſay, ſeeing himſelf 
IWiped ſo, turned all his endeayours to get that 
decree to be executed, and to raiſe up Croſſes to 
him. The Prince of Orange on his fide laboured 
to deſtroy the .Cabals of that Enemy ; whom he 
hated ſo much the more, as he had the inſolence 


to offer to compare himſelf with him, And he 


' was in the right : Becauſe there is nothing more 


injurious to a perſon of a Great Birth, than to 
meet with a Miniſter, who forgets himſelf fo 
ſtrangely, as to pretend to diſpenſe with himſelf 
from paying to him, that, which is his due. It 
Is an encroachment which is unpardonable : and 
when it ariſes in another place than in a Com- 
monwealth, 1t belongs to the Sovereign to take 
the cognizance of it; and to ſettle the erder in 
it, which his Prudence dictates to him : For if he 
does not remedy it, the conſequences may recoll 


even upon Him, A Man of that Rank, who ſees 
| himſelf 
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himſelf neglected by him to that degree, that he 
does not*enter in any manner into his reſent- 
ments, is capable of making a change of the 
| object of his Anger: | There needs nothing ſome- 
. times to excite great troubles : and the leaſt neg- 
Þgence hath conſequences with it, which it is ot- 
ten difficult to redreſs, Not but that the Prince 
is oblig?d to take the part of his Miniſter a- 
'sainſt all the World, who otherwiſe would not 
have been in haſte to ſerve him: Efpecially in a 
Poſt, as that is, in which it is 1mpoſlible that one 
fhould not beget himſelf Enemies. But it con- 
cerns him to weigh things according-to juſtice'; 
-and to make an exatt diſtintion of what proceeds 
-on the part of the Zeal, which” he: hath for his 
fervice; and what from the abundance of is 
' ſenſe, or ſometimes even from Caprice. | 
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CHAP. V. 


OP TII——_— 


An Account of what paſſed from the War of 


Holland, to the Treaty of Nimmeghen. 


HE Reflexions laſt paſt having interrupted 
the courſe of the Recital, which I was ma- 
king to your Majeſty of your great Actions, I will 
reſume it again there, where | left off, to tell you; 
that the Declaration 'of the War having been pre. 
ſently followed with what I have ſaid about the 
Prince of Orange, you entered ſome days after, 
upon the Lands of that Republick - Who had 
withdrawn their Troops out of Cologne, in whoſe 
place there were entred there three thouſand men 
of ' the Circle of Weſtphalia. Your Army was for- 
midable upon all Accounts; and there had not of 
a long time ſo handſom and ſo numerous a one 
been ſeen. But that in which your Power ſhined 
to admiration, was, that the Prince of Conde had 
another with him of very near the ſame force ; 
Beſides a flying Camp, which was Commanded by 
the Count of Chantilly. | 
The Duke of Lorgiz had no mind to rearry for 
you at Cologne, He was gone from thence ſince 
the laſt year; becauſe of ſome Troops,” which you 
had ſent to Winter in that Country, in whoſe 
hands he was afraid to fall. He withdrew to France 
Fort + where he ſet himſelf upon making new Le- 
vies, with the hopes, that this War which was 
coming ſo near home to the Empire, would raiſe 
you ſo many Enemtes, that he ſhould quickly have 
an 
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an opportunity to let you ſee his ill will. The 
Conqueſts which you made, and which were alſo 
of another rapidity than thoſe that I have ſpoken 
of before; becauſe in leſs than a month you redy- 
ced under your obedience forty fortifked Towns; 
one of which alone would have ſtopped formerly 
for almoſt 'a Year together a conſiderable Army ; 
Your Conqueſts, I fay, having raifed you up new 
Enemies, the Emperor ſent an Army againſt you, 
to which there was: joyned the Marquis of Bran- 
denburgh with his Troops, Their intention was 
to make the Princes of the Empire, who were 
declared for you, to repent of it, by taking Win- 
ter Quarters in their Country, But all theirefforts 
ſerved only to increaſe the Glory of your Majeſty : 
Becauſe inſtead of ſucceeding in their intentions, 
the Viſcount of Txrexne puſhed them back as far 
as into the Country of Marck, where he took his 
Winter Quarters himſelf. 

This great Aftion had been preceded with a 
paſlage over the Rhixe, which your Troops had 
croſled ſwimming. From whence there followed 
ſo great a conſternation amongſt the Enemy, that | 
there wanted but a little of your making yourſelf 
the Maſter of Amſterdam, Only the Burgher- 
Maſter of that City having brought them to con- 
ſent to let looſe the Sluces rather, than to accept 
of another Soveraign, you milled of that ſo fa- 
vourable an occaſion, In the mean time as they 
were reduced to extremity, they propoſed to you 
a Peace ; which the Prince of Conde, who had 
been wounded at the paſſage of the Rhine, Coun- 
lelled you to accept of, All your Generals were 
of the ſame Opinion : and they grounded them- 
{:Ives upen this, That the Emperor and the Eleftor 
bs of 
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of. Brandeabargh had declared already againſt you , 
and that the whole Empire entirely, which ought 
to be no leſs jealous of your Conqueſts,. would not 
fail to follow their Example. But the - Marquis 
of Lowrois, who flattered himſelf that he aloge 
knew more than ſo many great Men all together, 
3aye you to underſtand, that this Republick waz 
5 depreſled, thar it could never get up again. $6 
that it was not conyenient to make any other 
compoſition with it, than that of receiving it ugy 
der your Qbedience .That as yet however they 
were too happy to accept of that : They, who had 
purchaſed the Succours of the Princes, who dif 
declare themſelves for them, at fo dear a Pricg, 
that it was impoſlible but they ſhould ſink underit, 
That it was good to ſtrike the Tron, whileſt it wai 
hot ; and not to tarry, till they. took other mx. 
ſares for aPeace : That it concerned your Mz 
jeſty not to let go ſo good an opportunity, whi 
you would never recover again in your life. 
He relied, for what he ſaid, upon ſome pre 
tended Intelligences, which he had in the Country; 
and your Majeſty confiding in him ſo. much. thx 
more, as you left the cordu& of the ſecret Afain; 
to him, you ſent back the Ambaſſadors of that 
Republick, who were come as far as toyour Camp 
to offer advantageous Conditions to you. They 
returned thither again however ſome days after, 
to tender to you yet greater offers, But your 
Miniſter ſpinning out things at large, for the ſake 
of the advantage which he found. as to his ow 
particular to continue the Warz. the Inhabitants 
of the Hague Maſlacred in the interim, Fobn a 
it: upon which, as it was he who had ſent 
. the Ambaſſadors to you, they were ſoon recalled 
azain after his Death, Thi 


, 
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This is what ought to teach us, that we are 
gever to refuſe, for the hopes. of a greater ad- 
yantage, the offers which are reaſonable. For 
beſides that it is not adviſeable eyer to render an + 
Enemy deſperate, one knows, that there needs 
nothing to make a change in the face of Afﬀairs 
in.an Inſtant. So that they muſt be concluded, 
whileſt they are hot : and it was what was con. 
yenient to do particularly upon this occaſion. 
Becauſe you had endeavoured to infinuate, that 
the War which yon had undertook was only to 
Humble that Republick. Now you did Humble 
it ſufficiently by holding them to it, to grant you, 
' | what they did offer to you, Whereas in puſhing 
' | on your pretenſions further, it was to make it to 

«appear too clearly, that you preferred your Inte- 
. reſt. to your Revenge : which was the way ſtill to 
'' raiſe up new Enemies againſt you : and this is the 

obligation, which you have, to the Marquis of 

Lowvois, | ſhall add to that, that the hatred 

which he had for me was ſo great, that it contri- 
buted in ſome meaſure to induce him to give that 

ill Counſel to your Majeſty. For he imagined, 

that the continuation of the War, which he fore- 
ſaw would grow furious, ere long, would put 
me out of a condition to find Funds ſufficient 
for the expence, which you would be obliged-ta 
beat: and that this would make me to loſe the 

Honour of your fayour. : 

But this is not the only fault which he commit. 

ted, during this Campagne. It was he alſo, who 
| vwas the cauſe that the City of Amſterdam did 

| Hot open its Gates to your Majeſty, For after 
you had put a Gariſon into Uerechre, he ſent the 
Marquis of Rochefort to Command at that Avenye : 
| and 
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and that General of a New impreſſion failed to 
ſeize upon Mxydex by ſo dreadful an overſight 
that one cannot ſufficiently be ſurprized at the 
- goodneſs which your Majeſty hath, that you dig 
not command them to cut off his head, I pre. 
ſume you know the reaſons, upon which that Mar. 
quis protected that General, They are the ſame 
with thoſe, which gave him the Confidence to 
ask for Madame du Freſnoy, the Place which you 
were deſigning to create of Dame du Lit to the 
Queen, your Conſort, Whereby that Office was 
filled by the Wife of his Commis, who is the Son 
of an Apothecary, and by the Daughter of a lit. 
tle Commis to the Poſt; whereas a Lady of 


the firſt Quality, and even a Dutcheſs might think . 


herſelf to be very much Honour*d to have it, 1 
ſay nothing of the ſhame, which it was to him, 
to place before a Princeſs, who was ſo mudeſt 
and ſo virtuous, a perſon whoſe reputation was 
not Good. Theſe are things, as are not to be 
pardoned : and which give me ſtil] an occaſion, to 
admire the goodneſs of your Majeſty. 

The refuſa],which he had given to the Peace, ſoon 
caſt all Exrope into a Combuſtion. The Spantard;, 
who had yet more an intereſt than the Emperor and 
the Marquis of Braxdenburgh to hinder that you did 
not conquer Holland, put themſelves in the field to 
favour the deiigns of the Prince of Orayuge, They 
joyned him: and if it was not, that you had had 
the precaution to gain the Count de Marin who 
commanded them, they 'would have very much 
embaraſled the Duke de Duras, to whom you had 
given the command of your Flying Camp after the 
death of the Count of Chamilly. But he formed 
purpoſely a difficulty, which detained them ſome 
time, 
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time, before they paſſed the River Reer ; and 
this gave an opportunity to that Duke to ſave 
himſelf. | 

Theſe great Tranſactions were alſo accompa. 
nied by a fight at Sea, whereof your Majeſty had 
all the glory. For your Ships, which were in 
conjunCtion with the Engliſh, ſuccoured thoſe fo 
ſeaſonably, that they had been defeated withour 
them, The Uatch, who believed you to be much 
more Redoubtable upon Land than Sea, were 
highly ſurprized at that Action, which gave them 
another idea of your power : and this was one of 
the principal reaſons, why they had courted you 
ſoto a peace. Becauſe they ſaw, they ſhould have 
no better a Bargain of it, at Sea, than at Land 
and that it was better for them to come to an a- 
greement with you, than to wait for things, which 
being uncertain might deceive them. 

The end of this Campagne was ſtill more glo- 
rious to your Majeſty, than the beginnings had 
been, The Enemy having beſieged Charleroy in 
the zzterim, that Montal who was the Governor 
of it was gone to look after Tongres, upon which 
he believed that they had a defign ; he got him- 
ſelf within it again, at the head of a Squadron, 
and made them raiſe the ſiege. 

All theſe happy ſucceſſes created however the 
more Envy to your Majeſty, And although you 
did not think in any manner whatſoeyer of trou- 
bling their repoſe, yet there were a great many 
who ſided againſt you. The Duke of Bavaria 
nevertheleſs was reſolved to continue Nexter; and 
to the intent that they ſhould not oblige him to 
declare himſelf againſt his will, he employed the 
money which your Majeſty gave him in railing ot 
new 
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new Troops, The- Duke of Hayovey. promiſed 
you too the fame thing : but he failed of hisw 

as I ſhall ſhew preſently, although it had not 
been his own deſire to do fo, 

Your Majeſty having thus ſettled the order of 
the Afﬀairs of that Conntry, you no ſooner ſaw 
the Spring returned, but you laid ſiege to Ag 
ftricht : which you took in thirteen days after 6 
pening of the Trenches, although the Enemy had 
expected, that yon ſhould have met there with 
the Baxe of your great deſigns, You paſſed from 
thence into Lorain, to hinder that the Duke of 
that natne, who had joyned himſelf with your 
Enemies, ſhould not draw the Country to his fide, 
You ordered the Capital City there to be fortifi. 


ed, which was not in a condition to make a te 


fiſtance in the manner that it was in: and aftet 
having ſeen the work go on upon 1t your ſelf 
you paſſed into A4!ſztia, to give the orders there 
which' you judged neceſlary in the preſent conjun- 
(ture. You poſleſſed yourſelf there of the plz 
ces, which the Inhabitants themſelves were other: 
wiſe the Maſters of, in conformity to certain pri- 
vileges, which they had obtained formerly from 
the Emperorsz and which you had not thought 
it fitting to touch upon, ever fince the Treaty 
of Munfter. But your ſafety obliging you now to 
vſe another method -with them, than you had 
done for the time paſt, you commanded thoſe 
places to be demoliſhed, withour Ioling time. 


- In ſhort, the thing required haſte ; and the 


Emperor had Put into the field, a ſecond time, 
to create all the obſtacles that he could, to the 
deſigns of your Majeſty. The Viſcount of Tx- 
rexne adyanced to meet that army, and offered 


them | 
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them battel twice ; but Adontecncul; who comman- 
ded them, finding it his beſt way not to give it, 
encamped himſelf ſo advantageouſly, that the 
Viſcount of Tzrexne could not oblige him to fight. 
They ſet themſelves therefore to obſerye one 
another, whilſt they endeavoured, both of them; 
to gain the Biſhop of Wrartzburgh, who was not 
as yet declared. The -bridge which there was 
over the Mayne, and which was free from any 
Inſult by the neighbourhood of the Capital City, 
render?d it ſelf conſiderable to the two Parties. 
In the mean time, the Viſcount of Tarexne be- 
lieving that he was ſecure of that Prince, becauſe 
he had promiſed him to give no Paſſage to any 
body, which was all that he did deſire ; he made 
ſome Magazines at W artheim, with a deſign, that 
if he was obliged to continue there a long time, 
it ſhould be a proviſion to ſerve him in caſe of 
neceſſity. But in the time that he thought him- 
ſelf fo in ſafety through his promiſe, that Bis 
ſhop treated with Montecucnlzi, who poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf by that means of Wartheim, and of whate- 
yer there was within it, 
© There was a Need now of an extraordinary 
conduct, and of a prudence unparallel'd, for that 
General, to remedy the inconveniences which 
' that breach of Faith drew upon him. Neverthe- 
leſs, the long experience which he had had in the 
Art, having direfted him to take his meaſures 
like a Great Captain, he poſted himſelf advan- 
tageouſly, and laid up other Magazines, by the 
means whereof he waited to break all the Mea- 
ſures of Montectcutt, But at a time that he the 
leaſt dreamed of it, there was a fire ſet in one: 
and the fame hour to the five Villages, where 
thoſe 
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thoſe Magazines were : ſo that tins was far worſer 
{till, than chat which. the Biſhop of Wrrtzburg 
had done to him. 


I cannot conceal from your Majeſty the report, + 


which ſpread abroad at the ſame time in your 
Army, upon ſo ſtrange an Accident. Not, that 
I do dare to give credit to it : Becauſe that which 
I have to tell you is ſo ſurpriſing. and ſo horrid, 
that I am perſwaded you will not only be altoge. 
ther aſtoniſhed at it yourſelf, but you will be even 
ready to tremble with the Indignation. So that 
if I did wel., I ſhould, no doubt, keep it from 
you, But then on the other ſide, can I continue 
ſilent upoa ſo important a Fact ; and ſuch as your 
Majeſty hath an intereſt to bring to light 2 All 
the Army would have it, that thoſe Incendiarie: 


had been ſuborned by the Marquiſs of Lowvois:; ' 
and that the jealouſie which he bore to the Viſk 


count of Twrexne, and which every day increaſed 
ſtill, was the cauſe that he committed this Trea- 
ſon againſt you. And that which gave an occaſi. 
on to ſuſpe&t him ſo- much the more, was, that 
this Great Man could not contain himſelf from fay- 
ing at the ſame time, that the Enemies which 
your Majeſty had upon your hands out of your 
Kingdom, were very much to be feared; but 
yet. however thoſe within it were ſtill worſe. 

. Your Majeſty however poſſeſied yourſelf of the 
City of Treves, whoſe Eleftor had declared him- 
ſelf openly enough againſt you, by delivering up 
Coblextz, and Hermanftein to your Enemies. Aon- 
zecuculi paſſed the Rhine at the firſt of thole two 
places: and having been joyped by the Prince of 
Orange, they laid fiege to the City of Boxxe, which 
was worth nothing ; and where they tarried ne- 

| yerthelels 
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yertheleſs about three Weeks, before they could 
make themſelves the Maſters of it. Your Maje. 
ſy knows the reaſons, why you ſuffer*d that place 
to be taken without a blow. But if one believes 
alſo all, that the Officers of your Army faid of 
It, and even ſome perſons who have the honour * 
to be very near to your Majeſty; this was alſo 
a Trick of the Marquis of Lowvoir, who would 
hinder by that means, that the Viſcount of Tx: 
rene ſhould not acquire too much glory. 


So all the Campagne ended with making the 
Biſhop of Y/urizbargb to repent himſelf of the 
breach of his Faith; whoſe fine Caſtle, which he 
had in the Country, that Viſcount ruined ; and 
whoſe Moveables he cauſed all to be burnt, with- 
out permitting that the Soldiers ſhould plunder 
them ; becauſe he would not, that that Biſhop 
ſhould order them underhand to be bought up a- 
gain : Which would have been but a light loſs for 
him ; the Soldiers giving things commonly for 
the 1oth part of the value, And to ſpeax the 
truth of it, he could not be chaſtiſed too grie- 
vouſly : the People, who fail ſo of their Word, 
deſerving to be treated with the utmoſt rigour; 
In the mean time one may fay on the other ſide, 
that the Viſcount of Twrexne had been over Cre- 
dulous, eſpeciaiiy with relation to a perſon who 
was ſo ſuſpicious by his birth : from whence he 
might have preſumed, that he would be much 
_ in the Intereſts of the Enemy, than in 

Is. 

The Eleflor Palatine turn:d bis Back, to you 

ſok jxtime after : and he took for the pretence for 


it, that he ſuffered as much by your Troops, as if 
OZ IN you 
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you were his declared Enemy. Bur it was impoſ. 
ſible for you to do otherwiſe. Becauſe the Impe- 
rialifts hanker?d after Philipsburgh, and it was very 
fitting to draw near thither ro cover it. [I be. 
lieve alſo, that that which befell you after the 
taking of Boyne, which had been preceded by the 
taking of Naergen, whereof the Prince of Orange 
had 'poſſeſied himſelf through the /achete of -the 


Governor, which obliged you to take an exams. 
plary puniſhment of him ; I believe, I ſay, that: 


theſe two unhappy occurrences contributed very 
muci to his defection, . For you were obliged to 
abandon Utrecht; and the Duke of Daxemburg, 
who commanded on that ſide in the place of the 
Marquis of Rocheforr, whoſe incapacity had at laſt 


obliged you to withdraw him from that frontier, 
had a great deal of trouble to get off with his 


army. But however having effected it, contrary 
to the ſentiments of very many, who thought 
that he would have had much more to. ſuffer in 6 
long a march, he took care of the French Flander; 
npon which the Spaniards appeared to have ſome 
deſign. 

Whilſt this was a paſſing, the King of Swedes 
had been received, as Mediator, by all hands, to 
determine this great difference. Accordingly 
they were aſtembled at Cologne, whither they wers 
from ail] Parts repaired, Bur as the Prelimina- 
ries are long upon ſich occaſkons as theſe, there 
was no likehhood as yet that things would be ac- 
commodared ſo ſoon. In the mean time your 
Fleet, witich was continually in conjunction with 
taar of the Erzlifſp, fought the Drtrch Fleet theee 
times, during this Campazne. And it was filGar 
:r0m Hoing 11 thoſe Rencounters the CE 
WHIC 
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which it had acquired the year before, that they 
increaſed it ſtill more by the Faſtneſs which they 
manifeſted, in all thoſe three fights. There was 
nothing however that was Deciſive, on one fide 
or the other; and as your Conqueſlts gave a jea- 
louſie to your Allies,as well as to your Enemles,the 
Engliſþ thought of abandoning you. 

You -did in the mean time every thing that 
you could, in kindneſs, to preſerve their Alli. 
ance, You preſented withal a Wite, as from your 
hand, to the Duke of York; who was the Pre- 
ſumptive heir of that Crown. And that Prince 
had ſo many Miltreſles in five or fix Months time, 
that it was ſaid, that he would marry all the 
Earth. The firſt which he had was Mademoiſelle 
PEIbeuf. For which purpoſe he ſent to Paris 
the Earl of Peterborough : who conferred about ic 
with me, according to the Orders which I re- 
ceived from your Majeſty, I had a great in. 
clination that this affair ſhould ſucceed ; becauſe 
of the eſteem which I had for that Princeſs. Bur 
the Earl of Sunderland the Amballador of Eng- 
land being fallen out with Peterborough, about the 
terms which they ſtood upon with one another, 
their miſunderſtanding was the cauſe that is 
broke off, 

The Princeſs Marianna of Wittemberz was the 
next upon the Liſt, after her : and the thing was 
puſhed on fo far, that your Majeſty ſigned the 
Contract for it with the Commiſſtoners, which 
that Prince had deputed for that purpoſ?. So | 
had orders to write to the Dutcheſs of Items 
berg, to come to aſliſt at ker daughters Efponſa!s : 
but- in the time that it was imazined that the 
thing could not ſail, it vaniſhed throngh the fan- 
Q 2 ders 


196 The Political Laſt Teſt ament 


ders which were caſt upon that Princeſs, to whom 
her Enemies attributed certain faults which ] 
could never perceive in her. It was ſuppoſed, that 


the Original of them came from a perſon of a 


very ſmall figure, whom ſhe had diſobliged. $0 
true Is it, that the leaſt Enemy is capable of do- 
ing hurt upon occaſion. And the remedy, that one 
finds for this, is, never to make to ones ſelf any 
ſuch, at leaſt purpoſely. In the mean time it is 
what Abundance of great Princes take no care of; 
and the itch that they have to talk and to detraQ, 
occaſions them ſometimes to let looſe words, 
which they would be willing afterwards to redeem 
with a great many things. But the miſchief is 
Done 3 and they do not think of applying the 
remedy to it, but when it is too late. Indeed 
nothing can repair a ſtroke of the Tongue, lt 
is an offence which a Man of Spirit reſents to his 
death. Infomuch that one muſt be touched by 
God very ſenſibly, not to defire to be revenged 
for it. But God be thanked, It is a Vice which 
one cannot impute to your Majeſty. For beſides 
that you ſpeak little, you never ſpeak but to the 
purpoſe: and without medling in any manner 
with your Neighbour, * I muſt ſay it alio to your 
honour, that you do not know what It is to be 
in a Paſſion, It is now almoſt forty years, that 
I have been at Court; and twenty five, that [ 
have had the honour to come very near to you: 
And yet I can juſtly ſwear, I have never ſeen you 


but one ſingle time in a little Emotion, Which 


was then, when Monſieur de Werthamont, againſt 
whom there had been a judgment juſt then paſs'd, 
which was very ditzgreeable to you, becauſe of 
his violcaces and unjuſtices, dared to prelent 
himſelt 
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himſelf before you. I obſerved that you Colour” 
ed with anger; and that the Tone in which you 
ſpoke to tell him, that he was not to ſhew him- 
felf at Court, was not the ſame in which you 
uſe ordinarily to expreſs your other Commands, 

The Match with the Princeſs Marianna having 
failed, for the reaſon which I have now menti- 
oned, that of Mademoiſelle de Crequi, who hath 
married ſince the Duke de 12 Tremouille, was put 
in Agitation. The Name which her Father had to 
be very rich, and to have thriven very weil in 
his Emballage to Rome, where others nevertheleſs 
ruine themſelves, drew upon +him that honour, 
But the Duke and the Dutcheſs of Crequi, not 
being able to perſwade themſelves to give with 
her all that, which ir was convenient to do to 
procure for her ſo advantageous a Marriage, they 
milled of an- opportunity, which others would 
have purchaſed at the price of all their blood. 

The Dake of York ſettled after this upon the 
Princeſs of Modena : to whom the Cardinal her 
Uncle had lefr twelve hundred thouſand Franks, 
which I had in my hands : and there being no 
difficulty found to this Afﬀair, it was concluded 
to the ſatisfation of the one and the orher. 

In the mean time, the Inſtruction which a Prince 
is to draw from this that I have ſaid, 13, to be 
always ſo Good a Husband, as that the want 
of mony may never oblige him to do a thing 
which. is unworthy of his birth, For in ſhorr, 
although Mademoiſelle de Crequi was a Lay. cf 
Quality, yet ihe was not a ſuitable Match for 
a Prince, who was upon the point of filling the | 
Throne of Englaud, I know however, without 
golng very far up iato the Hiſtory «of that N3., 
3 (207, 
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tion, that Henry the 8th married two Wives, who 
werenot of the beſt Families, and who withal were 
not perhaps ſo very Good. But there is a difference 
betwixt what is done out of love, and what is done 
out of a premeditated deſign,and after a mature deli. 
beration, The Fpecies of the things is quite diffe- 
rent; and although that there is a fault both in 
the one and the other, one may conceive home. 
ver, that it is the greateſt there, where thingy 
are done purely voluntary, than where one is 
not any longer the maſter of ones {elt. | 
Since I am here upon the ſubject of Marriage, 

I muſt not go away from it, without giving an 
account firſt to your Majeſty, of a thing for 
which I have ſometime commended my ſelf, 1 
have told you, that I had refuſed a conſidera 
ble match for my Son ; becanſe 1 found, that 
you would not perhaps be pleaſed with it. It 
was that of Mademoiſelle de Bournonville, who is 
at preſent the Dutcheſs of Noailler, Her Fa. 
ther cauſed it to be propoſed to me; and he 
ordered it to be told me at the ſame time, 
that he would bind it with ſuch advantageous 
conditions for my Son, that T ſhould have rea- 
ſon to be ſatisfied with it, As he did me a 
oreat deal of honour, I received the propoſiti. 
on from him as ] ought. Bat when he came to 
explain himſelf, he deſired that I ſhould employ 
my endeavours to get him to be reeſtabliſhed in 
the government of Paris : which your Majeſty 
had taken from him, becauſe that he had too 
ſtrict a friendſhip with Monſieur Fozguet; and 
thzt beſides he made his Court fo ill, that he 
was ſome whole Months at a houſe, which he 
had bought by tne Gatesof Paris, without coming 
| to 
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to. pay his Reſpe&s to you. All the while he di- 
verted himſelf there, as much / as ever he could. 
Yet to make your Majeſty believe, that if he 
did not wait upon you, it was but upon juſt 
reaſons, he Bemoaned himſelf to thole who 
came to {ee him, and who might tell 1c to you 
again, that he had thoſe continual Vapours, as 
obliged him not to ſtir out of his houſe, This 
pretence deſtroyed it ſelf in the mean time, by 
the life which he lived there; which was al- 
together in feaſtings and rejoycings. Which be- 
ing reported to your Majeſty, you thought you 
ought to uſe him, as I was ſaying that you ha4 
done. However it was, I thanked him very Ci- 
villy for the honour which he had intended to 
do me ; aud I choſe rather to deprive my felt 
of the advantage, which was to redound to me 
from ſo great an Alliance, than to. purchaſe it 
at the hazard of diſpleaſing your Majeſty, . 

The Great Aifairs which you had to get clear of, 

with a multitude of envious perſons, who wee 
riſen up againſt you, did not hinder you troim 
concurring to the repoſe of Ttaly ; which was 
Upon the point to be Giſturbed by th? d:Ulerence, 
that was broke out, betwixt the Duke of Savoy 
and the Republick of Gen:#a, You interpoled 
your Autnority there ; and the two Partics having 
accepted of your Mediation, you ſcttled them 1: 
a good underitanding agaln. 

You went to work, ail a new, in the mean time 
in Poland; where the new King was dead withe 
out Iſſue, atter having v3arried the Siſter of the 
Emperor. The Prince of Lorain had been 1n 
love with her befcre; and the report was, UNar 
if his Iopeciel Majeſty had contulted that Brinceds 
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in it, ſhe would have preferred him, quite ſtript 
as he was of his Eſtates, before the Crown which 
the New King ſet upon her head, However it 
was, the good will which ſhe had for him ren- 
der?d his Party ſo powerful in that Kingdom, 
that it was believed, that he alone would be the 
perſon to fill the Throne, The little ſatisfaCti- 
on beſides which the Poloxneſe had had in the De- 
ceaſed, ſeem'd to oblige them to put again in- 
to force the law, in virtue whereof they had fo 
many times been without chooſing themſelves a 
Sovereign out of their own Nation. Your Ma. 


jeſty ſeemed withal to approve, that they ſhould 


revive it, by the care which you took to get 
them to prefer the eldeſt Son of the Duke of 
Newburgh, beiore the Prince of Lorain. In the 
other EleCtion, you had recommended the Father, 
which the ſame Prince of Lorain had, for a Com- 
Petitor, and the Prince of Conde. But as that 
Nation had found fault with his age, which was 
then already well-advanced, that fault, which 
would have appeared to them ſtill greater now at 
this time than in the other, was the reaſon that 
your Majeſty, to accommodate yourſelf to their 
humour, propoſed to them the Son in the place 
of the Father. You disburſed withal a great 
deal of money to make the thing to ſucceed : Be- 
cauſe you laid it extreamly to heart, upon the 
account of the conſequences which were of con- 
fideratiou in the preſent conjunAture, But was 
there a rcaſon for you to fear Then, that it would 
turn ill jor you, when your Ambaſſador by his 
adreſſe had bronzit chat Nation «again to reſolve 
ro prefer one © its Own Subjects to the Princes 
who were propeied to them? They EleQed 
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John Zobieky, the Grand Mareſchal of Poland ; 
which was very diſpleaſing to your Enemies, who 
imagined, that he would enter into the Intereſts 
of yourMajeſty; becauſe he had married a French W4- 
man,who was thedaughter of theMarquis 4” Arquyen, 
the Captain of the hundred Swiſs to your Majelty. 

You would have had a want of this Aſſiſtance, 
to repreſs the enterpriſes of the Houſe of Auſtria; 
who fancied, that you could never get out to your 
honour of the War, which you had taken into hand. 
Poſleſled with which Opinion, ſhe did two things, 
which decryed her very much, amongſt ſuch as 
were free from that Paſſion with which ſhe was 
Animated. The one was, her ordering Prince Wilii- 
am Of Furſtemburgh, the Abbot of Stavelo and Ple- 
nipotentiary of the Ele&tor of Cologne, to be forci- 
bly carried away out of Cologxe; who in that qua- 
lity was to be ſecure from tuch an Inſult, except 
one intends to violate the law of Nations : The 
other, the ſeizing in like manner by force upon 
fifty thouſand Crowns, which your Majeſty had in 
that City, and which ought to have been Sacred 
to them for the ſame reaſon, But as ſhe was 
willing to put an Obſtacle to the Peace, and that 
ſhe found none ſtronger than this, ſhe trampled 
uvpon all ſort of Conſideration. 

Prince William was at firft condufted to Bonne : 
where he had a converſation of ten whole hours 
with the Marquis of Grana, who was the Gover- 
nor of it, This Marquis reproached him, that, 
being born a German, he was very mnch to be 
blamed to betray his Country; which he had 
done 1n ſeveral Conjunftures, that he cited to him 
preciſely, He would not agree with him as to 
that, But cnly that he was very much wedded 
to 
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to. the ſervice of your Majeſty, after having en. 
deavoured many times before to merit the Fayour 
of the Emperor, who had never been pleaſed to 
grant it to him, From Boyne he was conducted 
to New/tadt, where the Emperor reſolved to haye 
him to be put to death in priſon, after he had 
ſecretly got a ſentence to be paſſed againſt him, 
at which ſome few perſons had aſliſted, and 
whereby he was condemned to loſe his head, 
But your Majeſty, who to ſo many fine qualities 
which you have the ſhare of, joyns that ot know. 


ing how to penetrate as far as into the Cabinets 


of your Enemies, found a means to make the 
Nuncio of the Pope to ſtir in it, Who repreſented 
to the Emperor, that it did not belong to him 
to put an Ecclefaſtick, ſo to death. And as heis 
a Prince that is eaſfie to take a ſcruple into his 
head, he ſtopt upon that,and commanded the Pri- 
ſoner to be removed unto another Priſon. 

Your Majeſty preferred your Complaints to the 
Court of Viewna of the Violence, which had been 
ated in the perſon of that Prince ; and de. 
manded at the fame time a reſtitution of the fifty 
thouſand Crowns, which had been taken from 

ou. But not having had any more ſatisfaction 
upon the one than the other, you recalled your 
Ambaſſadors, who had been all the while at 
Cologne : and the other Princes did the ſame; 
feeing, that there was no more ſecurity for them, 
than for Prince filliam, after that which had 
happened to him. 

In the mean time, the way to have the Law 
on one's ſide being to render one felt the ſtrongeff, 
your Enemies uſed ſuch great cfforts to put 2 
great number of Troops on foot, that very 
; | many 
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many perſons imagined, that your Majeſty would 
never ſtand againſt them. The Biſhop of Mun- 
fter was ſo perſwaded of this, that he quitted 
your ſide : and the EleCtor of Co/ogze would have 
done as much at the ſame time, if the Biſhop 
of Stratsburgb had not kept him in Heart. But 
in the time when they believed you were ready 
to fink under the weight of ſo many Enemies, 
you went to Attack the Franche Comte, to which 
you had offered a Newtrality. As the Swiſs, who 
had had a hand in that Negotiation, were vexed 
againſt the Spaniards for this, that they had re- 
fuſed them, they guarded their Frontiers, to the 
end that their Allies ſhould not be able to ſuc- 
cour them, Your Majeſty, who made this Con- 
queſt in perſon, let the World ſee upon this oc- 
cation, things, which had never as yet been ſeen 
at any Attack of a place. You cauſed the Can- 
non to be hoifed up over the Mountains, whither 
a man. had a difficulty to climb : and it was by 
this means, that you made yourſelf the Maſter 
of Beſanzon, which your Enemies did believe was 
impregnable. | | 

The Conqueſt of this Province added a new 
Force to your Majeſty ; who had occaſion e- 
nough for it, in the condition in which you were. 
Becauſe that they had alſo drawn away from you 
the King of Eng/and; who had made his peace with 
the Hollanders, by a kind of a violence which his 
ſubjefts put upon him : who had ſtill a greater 
jealonſie of your Conqueſts than others. He 
left with you however the Troops, which he had 
in your ſervice, and which conſiſted in ſome-Re- 
giments ; the molt conſiderable whereof was that, 
which they called the Royal Regiment of Englang, 
© Whoſe 
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whoſe Colonel was the Duke of Adonmouth, The 
officers amonglt them were Infolent enough. So 
that there was one of them, who. iltreated in 
words a Groom of the Marquis of Loxvois, as he 
crolſed their Camp to take the ſhorteſt way. 
Your Miniſter, who pretended that one ſhould 
carry his reſpect down as far as to his Liveries, 
ordered that. Officer to be laid under an Arreſt. 
Upon which the others mutinied: And as he 
had not the ſame Inſpeqtion over thoſe, as over 
your Troops, he. was obliged to order him to 
be releaſed again. This - gave. ſome mortificati- 
on- to. him : To him, who is extreamly Gloriewsx. 
But a Miniſter, -and even any other perſon of a 
greater Or a leſſer conſideration does unhand- 
ſomely to take the part fo of a Valet, againſt 
a Man of Honour ; unleſs it is, that he knows, 
that one hath- had a deſi ign to aim it at himſelf, 
when one abuſed the other. This Conduct is 
very far different from the flegm of one of your 
Captains : who having ſeen his Coachman, who 
drove him, beaten before his face, ſaid to him 
who had beaten him, and was come to him the 
next day to. make his excuſe for it, becauſe he 
did not know who he was; That he was very 
. much obliged, and that it would be to his ad- 
vantage if thoſe that he had with him to wait 
upon him in his family had but as good a hand 
with them ; becauſe people would then fear them, 
more than they do. 

The Franche Comte being thus reduced to your 
. Obedience, you reſolved to have it to be alſo bet- 
ter fortified than it was. So the Marquis of 
: Louvois Calt his eyes upon an Engineer, . cailed 
Corzber :; an experienc'd and an underſtanding 
man, 
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man, and one who had given a proof of bis Ca- 
pacity in the Works which had been done in 
Holland, whereof he had had the Conduct. He 
would_ reſerye however from 'him the Fortifica- 
tions of Beſanzox, which he defigned for Monſieur 
de Vauban: Which Combes not being ſatisfied at, 
he took the liberty to remonſtrate to him, Thas 
having been Engineer in Chief to Holland, it was 
a kind of an affront to him to come to ſhares 
with another in a Province, which was much teſs 
conſiderable. But as that Miniſter is framed in 
ſuch a manner, that he will have one to bend un- 
der him without replying again, he ſent him to 
the Baſtile; where he was treated ſo cruelly that 
they left him three whole days in a Chamber, 
without giving him a Bed, This man, who did 
not think of meriting any thing like this, took it 
ſo very much to him, that it ftrzck to his heart, 
So the Marquis of Loxvois being come to ſee him 
eleven days after, and having asked him if he 
ſhould not be more wiſe for the time to come, 
he anſwer'd him; That it was what he did not 
think upon any more now ; But rather co render 
an account to God of his aCtions ; the condition 
in which he had laid him being to ſend him unto 
another World in a little time. And indeed, al- 
though that Miniſter ordered him to be diſchar- 
ged the ſame hour, he died in three days after. 
Which is what ought to ſhow us, that one is not 
to make uſe always of al} ones Authority : eſpe+« 
Cially with relation to men of Spirit; and who not 
refuſing to obey, but becauſe they believe that 
their Honour is concerned, deſerve rather tnat 
one ſhould advertiſe them like a good friend of 
the fault which they may therein do, than to cor- 
rect them for it with ſo much rigour, And 
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And yet the great Succeſſes of your Majeſty em- 
boldned him to ask of you every day new favours, 
He obtained of you, that 1 ſhould furniſh him 
every year with forty Millions for the Funds of 
the War, whereof he ſhould not return - an Ac« 
count but 'to you alone, Now+'this Account is 
given by him upon a Sheet of Paper, which 'is a 
pretty hard thing however to anſwer for ſo great 
a Som. And [I believe withal, that it hath not a 
little ſerved him to help him to Amaſs thoſe pro: 
digious Riches which he hath, and which make 


it to be ſaid of him with reaſon, that his fortune 


ſurpaſſes that of a great many Soveraigns.  ] 
imagine likewiſe, that all thoſe Ordizances which 
he made during the courſe of this War, and 
whereby he impoveriſhed all yonr Officers under 
fpecious pretences, turned more to his own pro- 
fir, than to that of your Majeſty. Becauſe I 
know, that -you gratified him for all theſe good 
Incomes; which were a ſort of a Fine, that was ſo 
little agreeable to a multitude of good Officers, 
that many of them quitted the Service for it. 
This did not nevertheleſs ſatisfie his Avidite, no 
more than the Foreign Poffs which your Majeſty 
had gratified him with 5 and which he made to 
amount to an exorbitant Sum, by unheard.of 
Taxes upon Letters: the leaſt of which payed 
quite at leaſt double to what it had uſed to pay in 
the time of Monſieur Je Nowvean. He begged be- 
ſides the Surintendance of the Hackney- Horſes, up+ 
on which he laid a Tax. Not contented with 
that Revenue, he obtained Priviledges for ſuch 
a3 ſhould have thoſe Horſes ; in conſequence 
whereof, there were thoſe who gave him each as 
much as a hurdced Crowns. Not that they ſhould 
| make 
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make that profit in letting their Horſes to Hire. ; 
but - becauſe that this exempted them from the 
Soldiers, who were ſuch a'very great . charge .to 
them, that they found that by this way they had 
however a good bargain of it, 

In fine, his -favour came to that height, that 
he thought that he had Power to do every thin 
ſo, as that no body ſhould dare to offer to. 
fault with it. And indeed, every one to emula- 
tion endeavoured to pay him their reſpe&s : and 
as Graces did no more:;glide, but through his 
Chanel, it is impoſlible to expreſs - the Proſtizx- 
tiow, which the greateſt perſons of your Kingdam 
made of themſelves before him, Yet I. was how- 
ever firm-enough not to go to the Adoration of 
him with the others : and finding that the forty 
Millions which your Majeſty had ordered me to 
furniſh him with, was an infinite burden to your 
People, whom it was neceſſary to overcharge to 
provide for that expence, and ior all the others 
which were to be made on the other hand ;.I ſet 
my ſelf to -examine, upon what it was that he 
ſhould lay out ſo great aSum, But I. found, with 
the firſt caſt of an eye, that there was an Abule 
init, which was very conſiderable ; which was, 
that it amounted only to fifteen or ſixteen hundred 
thouſand Crowns every year, I mean the. Ac- 
count of the Routes, which was paſſed 1o 1673, 
and 1674 : and wherein there was that:excels,thaT 
one needed no more than to be a Lackey of thar 
Miniſter, to- have five or. fix of them. There 
were Offices allo eſtabliſhed at Paris, as-if it were 
tor the proper affairs of your Majelty, where 
one payed npon fight, So that if this had cons 
tinued any long time, .it would have been convent- 
ent 
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ent preſently to augment the forty "Millions, 'as 
not being a Sum ſufficient for ſo great a diſorder, 
Your Majeſty hearkened to me; upon the Re. 
monſtrances which T made to you 'of this : 'ahd 
having thought it convenient to nominate Coth- 
miſlioners to take the cognizance thereof, the 
. moſt criminal perſons fled for it. Sothat't 
"who were Arreſted, not being able to ſpeak fo 
pertinently ro it as the others, they were ordered 
to be let out of Priſon, after having paid the Sum 
which they had been taxed to. 4 
- "This affair was of a confequence great u_ 
to give a ſhock to the fortune of that Miniſter. 
But the aſſiſtance which your Majeſty received 
from him for the Particular of the War, upon 
which he was very diligent, giving you an occt- 
fion to hearken to him in his own Juſtificatic 
he faved himſelf at the expence of the Officer 
by throwing every thing that had been done ap- 
on them, To ſee, how there are ſome con 
jun&ures which are happy, and which make thingy 
to be forgotten, that one would puniſh with ſe- 
yerity at another time ! And to ſee alſo, how per- 
ſons of great favour are always found innocent, 
whileft others who are much leſs in fault are 
quite cruſhed ! Bur this is a misfortune which does 
not reiga at this day ; though that other abuſe 
hath a meen with it of continuing ſtill a long 
time, before it finds its'remedy. 

The defe(tion of the Ele&or Palative, and of 
the Biſhop of Aqunſter, obliged your Majeſty to 
abandon all the Cenqueſts which you had made 
in Holland, excepting Grave «and Maeftricht. You 
fyrmed out of all the Gariſons, which you had 
there, a good Body of Men : which was what the 
Priace 
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Prince had adviſed you to, ſometime before al 

ready, . But the Marquis of Lowveir had always 
oppoſed it. In the mean time, the Viſcount of 

ay who had lock'd up the Paſles of the Coun: 

ty of Mombelliard, by which the Duke of Lorain 
_ pretended to ſuccour the County of Burgandy, 
not having any more to do on that ſide, he re- 
turned into Germaxny, where he took Germeſheim 
.and razed it. By this means he deprived the 
Elefior Palatine of the Hopes which he had, that 
that Place would ſtreighten the Gariſon of Philips- 
Sourgh, which deſolated, his Eſtates. He ſet out 
after that towards the Rhine ; which he paſled 
to go to, fight the Imperial Troops, which had 
been augmented by thoſe of the Duke of Lorain 
and the Biſhop of Adxnſter, He found them 
poſted fo advantageouſly, that it was a Riſque ts 
undertake to force them: Nevertheleſs conſider- 
ing that beſides it was a ſort of an affront for him 
to be come fo far, and to rccoyl, there was allo 
another inconvenience in it, which was, that if 
he tarried longer, the Enemy would be quickly 
ſtronger than he, by reaſon that in a little time 
they were to be joyned by the Duke of Bournon- 
ville ; conſidering, I ſay, that on every fide that 
he could turn himſelf ro, there were ſtill diffi- 
culties to ſurmount, he choſe the Part that was 
the moſt Honourable, which was to fight them. 
And here it muſt be agreed, that it is with rea.. 
ſon, that one Avows, that 1t Is ozly God who gives 
the Vifory in Battles, Becaule without him, ic 
was impoſſible, that this General ſhould get ouc 
of this affair with honour, He was neceſlarily to 
force,beſore all things,the little Towa of Sz, Seim ; 
IT P whers 
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Where the Enemy -had thrown their infantry, 
"There was no going thither, but by 'the defiles, 
Which were guarded by their Dragoons. But he 
ſurmounted fo eaſily all thoſe difficulties, that al- 
"Jowing that his 'Troops had 'bzen the beſt in Ey- 
rope, yet rhey could not poſſibly do this them. 
ſ:lves, if God had not fought for him. He droye 
away thoſe Dragoons, and took the Town : and 
having marched afterwards againſt the Cavalry, 
to which he was to come again through defiles, 
he heat them, and ſtruck ſuch a fright into thoſe 
who were eſcaped, that they did not believe them- 
ſelves in fafety, until they had even palked the 
Neckar. | 


This Victory coſt you dear however; and you 
Toſt in that fight a number of good officers, who 
would have been ſtill very uſeful to you, Indeed 
you had affairs upon you on ſo many fides, that 
It required ſuch a head as yours, to manage them, 
The Count de Souches, who commanded the Prin» 
cipal Forces of the Imperialifs, enter?d into Flay- 
ders : where he joyned himſelf to the Prince of 
Orange, whole army conſiſted of 11xty thouſand 
men. That, which continued in Germany, be« 
caine likewiſe very ſtrong in a little time, by the 
ſuccours which came to it from all Parts : Inſfo- 
wuch that it was not ſenſible of the lofs, which 
it tad ſuilered, longer, On the other hand it was 
ft for you to provide for the ſafety of Rowſilsn: 
vacre the Spaniards made a meen, as if they would 
20 upon ſome enterprize. But that which emba- 
'ralt:d you the molt, was this; That the Hollan- 
&rs, Wo were become Maſters of the Sea by the 
| | | detection 
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defection of the King of England, threatned the 
Coaſts of Normandy.and Bretagze: where the con. 
ſternation was ſo great, that they cryed that all 
ws loſt. At laſt, after having roved up and down 
on .one fide and the other, they attempted to 
ſurprize Belle-1ſle, where they received ſome check, 
This obliged them to retire from thence ; and 
throwing themſelves upon the Iſland of Neirmon- 
Reir, they pillaged it, and exated ſome Sums of 
money of the houles, which were the beſt accom- 
modated, by threatning to burn them, if they did 
not. Pay them to their ſatisfaction. And thus that 
great Armement, which promiſed themſelves thar 
they ſhould ſwallow up your Kingdom, making 
an end of what they did with ſo ſmall a matter, 
they went to ſeek a better fortune in Ameyica : 
where they fancied, that the great affairs which 
you had upon your hands might have kept you 
irom providing for things there, But there, 
They having beſieged St. Thomas found fo great 2 
Teliſtance made to them, that it held them as long 
aS{o the latter part of the Autumn ; So thac 
the ſeaſon not being then proper to keep the Sea 
in, they were obliged to raiſe the fiege. 


In the mzan time, the Viſcount of Turezns2, 
after having gained the battle of Sr. Seim, came 
to joyn azain on This ſide of the Rhine the Part 
of his Army, which he had left there to enable 
' tim to, make the more ſpeed, He underſtood 
there, that the Enemy was to receive a new fuc- 
cour : which obliged him to repals that river, to 
£0 to fight them a ſecond time, before that ihey 
ihould be ſo ſfiro2g, that he dy:{t not atidertake 
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it. They retreated to the other ſide of the Mays, 
and under the Cannon of Franckfort : but this 
General following them very cloſe, charged their 
Rear at the Paſſage of that river, where they 
loſt nigh eight hundred men. However, not ven. 
turing to undertake to go to diſlodge them, 
where they were, he returned from whence he 
came, and there continued to ruine the Country 
of the EleGor Palative: who was ſcandalized at it, 
and eſpecially at a fire which had been pur to 
ſome Villages, whereof however the Viſcount of 
Turenne was innocent. For it had really been 
done by. the Soldiers, who revenged themſelves 
by that means of the Peaſants, who had malla- 
cred with a great deal of barbarity ſome of their 
Cornrades, 
However it was, his Paſlion hindring him from 
conſidering of this Account of it, that Eleftor 
made a Challenge in form to your General; and 
ſent to ſignife it ro him by a Trumpet. Bur He 
was more wiſe than to take him at his word and 
made him Anſwer, Fhat having the honour to 
command the Army of. your Majeſty, he could 
do nothing in it without receiving you rorders: 
That as to the Complaints which he made againſt 
him, they were very ill founded z becauſe if his 
ſubje2s had abſtained from the Cruelties which 
They had exciciſed upon the Soldiers of your Ma- 
jeſty, they wovld never have dreamt of burning 
of their Runies ; That furthermore he would not 
refuſe the honour which he did him to be willing 
ro fight with him; provided that it was each at 
the head of an Army, and that in doing it, he did 
a ſervice to your Majelty. 
The 
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The Imperialiſts having continued Tong enough 
ynder the Cannon of Franchfort for the purpoſe 
of ſtrengthening themſelves with the ſuccours, 
which were ſent to them on the part of ſeveral 
Princes of the Empire ; the Viſcount of Trxrenne 
found their forces ſo ſuperior to his, that he took 
the way to intrench himſelt betwixt Landaw and 
Weiſſembourgh. As they ſaw that he retired, they 
deſired to puſh him in their turnz and drew nigtz 
for that purpoſe to Mayence, where they expected 
to pals the Rhjxe, But the EleQor of that name, 
with whom your Majeſty had taken your Mea- 
fares, not being willing to do as the Biſhop of 
Furtzhurgh did, Prayed them, that they would go 
to ſeek a Pallage elſewhere, 


The Army of the Prince of Orange continued 
incamped all this time; and your Majeſty was 
ſurprized at ir, the ficſt of any; becauſe you 
could not comprehend, why he ſhould lze fo with- 
out doing any thing with Forces which were fo 
formidable. The Prince of Conde obſerved him : 
and as he was a great deal the weakeſt, he judged 
it convenient to intrench himſelf, to the end not 
to plve battle till when he ſhould hind en occaſion 
for it, So the Prince of Grange fceing all your 
Troops empioycd either to make head to him, or 
to obferve tne Imperialiſis, witole Army was to be 
jhortly ſixty thouſand men-by the conjunttion of 
the Marquis of Brandenburgh, who wes upon the 
march ; they belicged Grave under the conduct 
of Rabenhaut ; an Officer who had acquireil 
jome reputation againit che Biſhop of 2Juniter, 
_ ja the time that that Preiate was on vour fidp. 
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The Count of Cbamilly, a younger Brother to him 
that I have ſpoken of above, was in the place; 
and defended it ſo well, that that General had a 
time to ſpend'himfelf before it. He made conti- 
nual fallies upon him : Infomuch that at the end 
of three months; Rabenbaut was nigh as much ag. 
vanced as he was the firſt day, although he had; 
promiſed, that he would give a good Account of 
It in three Weeks, | 


In the mean time, the Prince of Orauge form. 
ed a deſign of entering into France, He found 
chat the thing was eaſier, than to makea ſiege in 
the ſight of your Army, who would not have 
{uftered it without blows, So being upon his 
march for the execution of his Deſign, the Prince 
of Conde followed him, and charged his Rear. 
He did it ſo Home, that he killed aboye three 
thouſand men, made as many Priſoners, took his 
Baggare, and ſome pieces of Cannon, before 
he knew where he was, But the Country which 
was all covered with Hedges, and cut up and 
down with waters, offering him a ſuccour which 
he could: not have found in a plain field, he 
threw his infantry there; who by the favour of 
thoſe advantageous Poſts hinder'd the Foot of your 
Majeſty from advancing further. The cagerneſs 
always which the Prince of Conde had with him, 
carrying him on to undertake things, which 
would have appearcd impoſſible to another, he 
made a great many men to be killed there; and 
he loft there himſelf three horſes under him, he 
endeavoured ſo much by his example to give 
Beat to the Action, But the great reſiſtance ol. 
x | ps he 
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the Enemy having render'd his efforts unprofita- * 
ble, the Night which came in ſeparated the Com- 
batants, who attributed each to themſelyes the, 
Victory. Yet this was with but little appearanee 
of Truth on the part of the Enemy. bor that 
which makes a Victory is, to remain the Ma. 
ſter of the field of vattle, to have the {ſpoils of 
the Enemy. :0 take Priſoners ot them, and a 
thouſand ſuch things, which it 15 needleſs to ſpe- 
Cifie all at large. Now ail this was iouad on the 
fide of your Majeſty, and nothing at all of ir on 
theirs: ualeſs that they might boaſt, that the 
Prince of Conde had loſt as many men as they, 
and perhaps a greater number of Officers. 


However it is, the end of this hzht was not 
anſwerable to the beginning; which could not be 
more Glorious than it was for your General. Bur 
the eagerneſs which he had: to gain A!ll, made 
him loſe more than he thought of, And until 
then, one could not ſay, whether he or the. Vit- 
count of Tyxrenne underſtood the molt, in the Art 
of War. There were even -thoſc, who. were 
prepoſlleſied in his favour, and who adjudged [ng 
Prize to him. But the one and the other b2zan 
now to caange their opinion, and to give it to 


his Rival, 


This Battle ſeryed neverthele$ to ſplit the de- 
ſign of the Prince of Orazge z who thouzhe na 
more of paſling into France. The Marquis ot 
Lowveis, who did not love the Prince of Coaze, 
was Raviſhed at this accident; which g2ve hin 


a means to do him tl! aihces to pore MHajeſty, 
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And indeed the Prince . hath | but - little: ſers;; 
ved ſince that Campagre 3 and I believe alfo, 
that he wonld not have been again at all ag : 
the head of any army, but for the death. of the- 
Vifcount of Turexne, which happen'd the Cam--; 
gfe following, and which 'begat a kind of a'; 
neceſſity to put a General of reputation in his-: 
Place, = HER 


\ 
LY 


If that Marquis underſtood ſo, how to; do fo; 


* much miſchief-to his Enemies, he underſtood. as;: 


well,in recompence for that, how to recoyer out of. 
the greateſt danger thoſe, who were ſo happy as- 


to have his Prote(tion.. He ſhew it very, eyi- : 


dently to Monſieur Je Bree, the Lieutenant.-Gene-. 
ral of your Army in Catalonia : whoſe imprudence ! 


accompanied with a ſpirit of Vanity had. lead; 


him to commit a fault, which called for an exams 
plary Puniſhment. *" 


YourMajeſty had ſent him into thatCountry ſome - 
time ago; and had left him there in the years. 


precedent, with the command in chief of your 
army : Becauſe that thete did not appear no Ene- 


my as yet there, as was conſiderable. . But. the- 


Spaniards having ſent thither the Duke of Sz, Ger- 
»in, who was a General of reputation, with 
a part of their old Troops, you thought it con. 
venient to oppoſe the Count of Schomherg to: 
him ; who was as good as he, and with wham 
he had many times come to blows, in the - time 
that they were both of them in Portugs,, Now 
this was Mortifying to a man, ſo Vain, as was: 
Monſieur Js Bret : who by this means: was yo 
PET” TE | more 
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more than a Lientenane-General. And as he 
bote it impatiently, he did an AC of his own-. 
head, for which there was only the Marquis af. 
Lowvois "who could poſlibly ſave him. The Ene- 
my after having taken Belegarde, which opened 
them an entrance into Rowfior, encamped with- 
inthe ſhot of the Cannon of your Army : which - 
being diſpleaſing to Monſieur le Bret, he gave 
them battle, whilſt his General was yet in bed, 
and without attending his orders. But he was 
as well :brefhed, as nothing could be more : and 
if the Count of Scomberg, who gat up, much a- 
mazed at his Confidence, had not repaired -his. . 
fault by his good Conduct, the Army of your . 
Majeſty had been totally routed, However your. 
Horſe, which he had engaged amongſt the wa= . 
ters, without having them to be obſerved firſt, - 
was-cut to pieces there : and 12 Rabliere,- who 
Commanded them, having been taken Priſoner, 
with ſome other officers of conlideration, that 
which came back of them would not have been 
In a condition in all the Campagne to make any. 
refiſtance, if the affairs which Popped up upon the 
Enemy from other parts had not obliged them to. 
repaſs into Catalonia. 6s Ne 


The City of Meſina, the Capital of the Kings» - 
dom-of Szcily, having complained this long time 
of the exattion of their Viceroys, whereot they 
had informed the Council of -Spaie without re- 
cejving from thence any ſatisfaction, they ſhook - 
of the Yoke from them, one Holy-day ; and 
after being poſſeſſed of the Port and of one of: 
the Principal Forts of the Ciry, they ſer — 
FTE. 2, | elves 
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ſelves to cry out, Liberty. At that word, which 


tickles the Ears of the Populace, who imagine... 
often againſt all ſort of reaſon that it 1s a great. 
advantage to change the Maſter, there were above. 


ſixty thouſand men who took up Arms. In-the. 
mean time, the wiſer Part conſidering; : that it 
was impoſſible for them to ſtand againſt their 
Sovereign long, if they were not ſaſtained by a 


Potentate, who was able to maintain them, they 
debated upon this ; which of the two would. be 


the moſt expedient for them, either to addreſs 
themſelves to your Majeſty, or to have recourſe 
to the Furk? They did not take up any long 
time in ballancing the choice that they. were to 
make : and thoſe who had a little care of their 
Religion having made it appear to the othery 
that by all means it would be much the moſt 
Glorious for them to implore the ſuccour of your 
Majeſty, they ſent their Deputies to you to ask 
your Protection. 


The offers, which they made to you, were; 
that they gave themſelves to you, upon conditi- 
on, that you would treat them better than the 
Spaniards had done, You aſſembled hereupon your 
Council : who finding that it was for your advan- 
tage to ſerve your ſelf of this opportunity, which 
would employ the forces of the Spaniards on 
that ſide, concluded to aſſure thoſe Deputies, 
that you would aſſiſt them with all your power, 
But yet the Opinion was, that you were not to 
accept of the Sovereignty, which they did offer 
to you : and that it was better to endeayour £0 
bring that ſtate into a Common-wealth, 
£1 oy | You 
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Yon ſent them home with theſe fine words, 
which ' were followed at the ſame time with 
a performance of them: For you gave order 
to the Marquis de Valavoir, to take fome of 
your Veſlels to Guard a Convoy which they had 
a great vcctfron of, and which arrived with 
them very TexgRAably, to deliver them out of 
the miſery which flicy began to ſuffer. For it is 
. not a little Enterprife, That of revolting againſt 
one's Soveraign : and it is followed ordinarily 
with fo many inconveniences, . that though we 
ſhould not be obliged by our Birth and by an 
indiſpenſable Duty to be faithful to him, yet 
our own intereſt ſhonld 'be ſufficient of irc elf 
to induce ns to it, 'But if the ſnbject is thus 
under an obligation of a perfect Fidetity ro- 
wards the Soveraign, the Soveraign on his fide 
ought not to treat him like a Slave : He muſt 
not load him, but -in proportion to the ne- 
ceſlities of the State. Otherwiſe either he ſinks 
under the weight, which 1s laid upon him, or 
or he kicks againſt the ſpur :' juſt as it is with 
thoſe Horſes, ' which one would tame. all of a 
ſudden, without accuſtoming them inſenſibly to. 
CorreRion, | 


The revolt of Meſſina hindred that the Ene- 
my could not make an advantage of the Victo. 
ry, which they had gained in Rowfillonu : and 
having been obliged to withdraw themſelves out 
of that Province, to run to the part which was. 
the moſt ſtreightned, their abſence gave you a 
means the next year to drive them out of it for 
altogether, by retaking the Caſtle of Bellevarde. 
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The diſgrace, which had happened in that 
Country to your Troops, was ſo largely recom. 
penſed by the happy Attendances which wait. 
ed upon your Arms this Campagne in Germay 
and Flanders, that you had all the reaſon to he 
conſolated for it. They had already triumphed 
twice, under the Viſcount of Tazrenxe ; and the 
Battel of Sexef, which the Prince of Conde 
had fought, did not ſorbear howeyer to pre. 
duce a good effect, although your Majeſty laſt 
there a multitude of good men. But one this; 
which 1 had almoſt forgot to ſpeak of, and 
which was yet very much to your advantage, 
is; That the Baggage of the Count de Monterci, 
the Governour of the Spaniſh Low-Conntries hz- 
ving been taken there, you found ſome Papets 
of his, which informed you of a Conſpiracy, 
which was acting within your Kingdom, to de- 
liver upto him ſomePlaces upon the Coaſts of Ny- 
mandy. At leaſt, They made mention of it. 
Bat for my part, I cannot believe, that it was a 
real Conſpiracy ; and the little Credit which he 
had who was the Head of it, as well as all thok 
of his Accomplices, gives me occaſion to ima. 
gine, that it was much rather a Lure which he 
made ule of to get Money out of the Spaniard: : 
He, who was not worth a Sos, and who was quite 
oyer head and ears in Nebt, oF 


This Chief was, the Chevalier de Robas: 
Who was perfectly well made as to his Pexſon, 
but of ſo wretched a Condutt, that he had loſt 
-himſelf with your Majeſty; who had had for- 
paerly a great deal of goodneſs for him. He 
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was ill in like manner with all his near Relations, 
and eyen with his own Mother 3-who had com- 
Jed not long before to your Majeſty, that 
he had Robbed her. Since which, he had offer. 
ed to her again ſeveral other ſad uſages. Inſo« 
much that ſhe was every . day upon the point 
of coming to beg the favour of you, to ſend 
him ro the Boſtile, To compleat his impru- 
dence, he had parted with his Office of Grand 
Feneur, which had aſſiſted him to live. So thar 
not knowing any longer, whither to turn him- 


Telf, he did that, that I have mentioned but 
now. 


_ The buſineſs was of a ſufficient conſequence 
to your Majeſty, not to neglect it. For, al- 
though you ſhould have been verily convinced, 


that he would not have done it, - but with the 


intention as I have explained here, yet it was 
conyenient by his puniſhment to ſtop the courte 
of this diſorder, which was of an ill example 


for your people. However it is, your Majelty 


having given command, that they ſhould rake 


'him up, he was carried to the Baſtile; whileſt 
the Major of yout Guards went to Rowen, to- 


ſeize there upon one of his Accomplices, called 
Latreaumont. He ſurprized him in his Bed; 
and it was wholly in his power then to bring 
him bound, hand and foot, into Prifon, © Bur 
the acquaintance which he had with bim . ha- 
ving made him to relax of the Duty of his 
Office, he gave him the permiſſion to go into his 
Cloſet : where he no ſooner was, but he Armed 
kimſelf with two Piſtols; one of which he fired 

| upon 
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upon the Major, and milled him, One of yout 
Guards, who was commanded with him, dif. 
charged at the ſame time a Carabine into Ly. 
zreanwont's Body. Which your Majelty was very 
ſorry for. Becauſe he dying of it the next 
moment, you could not be informed of a num- 
ber of things, which you hoped to know of, by 
his Confellion. For it was he, who was charged 
with all the Intrigue ; and who had ſent into 
Flanders a Certain School-maſter, who was 2 
ſtranger, and who had ſettled himſelf in the 
F auxbourgh St, Antoine. This School-maſter 
would have made his eſcape. But you cauſed 
him to be taken up, together with the Mar. 
chioneſs de Villars, and the Chevalier de Preaus. 


If the Chevalier de Rohan had underſtood 
what had paſled, he would have taken goed 
care, how he had confeſſed any thing.; Becauſe 
there 'was no- body but Lautreaxmont, who had 
been killed at Rowen, who knew that he wa 
in. the Conſpiracy, Therefore when they askt 
the Schoal-maſter about him, he. ſaid, That 
he knew nothing of him; and that he had on- 
ly aftzd in the Name of the Defundt. The 
Marchioneſs de Villars, and the Chepalier de Preaux, 
knew not any thing of him . neither, But his 
Examiner having turn'd and winded him in- 
geniouſly, he brought him to confeſs what there 
was no one but himſelf who could tell to him, 
under a promiſe which he made him, that 
your Majeſty ſhould grant him his Pardon, 
ln the mean time, as you hiad given him no 
Orders for that, you did not think it conve- 
| : nient 
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nient to make good his Word. So the Chewg- 
lier de Rohan was condemned to have his Head 
cut off: and perceiving of himſelf ſome days be- 
fore, that his buſineſs did not go well ; be- 
canſe they had taken from him a Kaife, which 
they had permitted him to have till chen, whileſt 
he was at Table ; he called for Father Bourds. 
doxe, the Jeſuit, to take his Confeſſion, 


It had been two and twenty years, thit 
he had not frequented the Sacraments : and 
yet he changed ſo mightily all on a ſudden, 
that one could not have believed, that it was 
He. He made ſeveral Acts of Contrition, of 
Humility, and of Reſignation to the Will of 
God : ſo that when the Executioner came to 
bind him, and that he had asked him, if he 
would have him to take a Ribon to do it 
with off of his Pantaleons ;, he anſwered him, that 
he fhould take a Cord ; and that he, who was 
fo great a Sinner, could not be treated too 
tigoroully, He made divers other Aqs of Hy. 
miliation, which drew tears from the Eyes of 
the Specators: and being come out of the 
Bajtile to go to the place of Execution, which 
was before it, he ſtood up with a Corrage, 
which begat ftill more compaſſipa for the ſad 
eſtate whereunto he was reduced, . He asked of 
Father Boxrdaloxe, before he, mounted, up the 
Scaffold, whether care had bzen taken to con- 
folate his Mother ; of whom he had begged 
pardon for all that he had done to her, by a 
Letter, which was extreamly moving. He ſpoke 
hkewiſe a word to the Matichione!s de Villars, 
3 Wi 
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who was to ſuffer the ſame Death, as well as 
the Chevalier de Preaux : and having ſtretched 
out his Neck to the Executioner, he brought 
down his Head at one blow. 


His Body was carried to St. Paul in a Mourn. 
ing Coach ; where it was in a third hand, till 
ſuch time, as it was removed to the Abbey of 
Fouars, where he had Yeſired to be Buried. 
The Marchioneſs de Vi/lars, and the Chevalier de 
Preaux, were Executed afterwards : and aftet 
them, the Schook maſter, who was ed. This 
is a fine Leſſon for an infinite number of perſons, 
who ſpend thelr fortunes very ill; and not know. 
ing afterwards what to do, are ſo very much 
abandoned by God, that ' they betake them- 
| ſelves to wicked courſes! A fine Leſſon alſo 
for thoſe, who live in ſo great a Libertinage; 
that it ſeems as if they acknowledged nothing 
above them ! But there comes a time, when 
God lets them very plainly ſee, that he ig 
their Maſter, when he permits them to fall 
into the hands of Juſtice, Which brings them 
to refle&t with themſelves, only it is a little 
late, how much they have been jn the wrong 
to eſtrange themſelves from him : and Happy 
they ſtill, if he gives them the ſame Grace, 
as he did to him, whom I have been ſpeaks 
ing of now here | 


This buſineſs having interrupted the courſe 
of thoſe of Flanders and Germany, I ſhall Cell 
your Majeſty, that the Prince of Orauge being 
gone to Bellege Oudenarde, the Prince of Conde 

EL: - marched 


of Moyfewr Colbert. 225 


marched to the Succour of that place : 'and the 
tmperialifts not aſliſting the Prince of Orange in 
it, as they ought, he was obliged to raiſe the 
Siege. After which he ſeparated himſelf from 
the Count de Soxches ; with whom he was ſo 
diſſatisfied, that he complained to the Empe- 
ror, that the affairs of the Campagne would 
have ſucceeded better without him, The Em- 
-peror, to content him, was ſome time before 
he wonld ſee that General. But he found a 
means in the end to juſtifie himſelf, and to 


get again into favour, 


' The Siege of Grave had all along laſted till 
then; and ſtill ic did not” appear to be in a 
readineſs to be ended, having a great many 
Outworks yet, which maintained themlſelyes. 
Beſides ' that the Seaſon, which began to grow 
troubleſome, left them but little hopes of re- 
ducing a Gariſon, which without other Suc- 
cour, than that of its own Forces, had already 
killed them a vaſt number, of men. Indeed 
Rabenbant had had always the misfortune to be 
beaten, in the Sallies which the Count of 
Chamilly made upon him. But that which was 
the moſt Mortifying to him, was, that one of 
your Collonels, who was near threeſcore and 
ten years old, was corhe purpoſely from 
Maeſtricht, to rob him of the principal fruit, 
which he propoſed to himſelf by that Con- 
queſt, Your Majeſty, when you abandoned 
Holland, had taken with you away a- great 
deal of Money from thence : and the Towns, 


Which were not able to pay you all that _ 
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did demand, had offered you Hoſtages. fox the 
ſecurity, that they would pay the Remaindeg jp 
the time, upon which they were agreed ,with 
you. | 


Theſe Hoſtages had been conduted to Gra, 
as to a place, where they would” be in ſafety. 
But. Rabexbaut having beſieged It, he reckoned, 
that in taking it he ſhould fave Holland the Sung, 
which they were as yet in debt for, and which 
mounted to a very great heighth. His -Pretenſ 
on ſeemed withal to be well founded : Becauſe 
that you could not give ſuccour to that place, 
which was ſeparated from your own by Roermond 
and Venlo, which belonged to the Spaniards. In 
the mean time de Meliz, Colonel of a Regiment 
of Horſe, being, as I have faid, gone purpoſely 
from Maeſftriche, with the deſign to bring off tho 
Hoſtages; he croſſed the Camp of Rabenhant, 
and getting into the Town, he took them 
and conducted them to the Place of his -own 
Gariſon, by the ſame way that he came. 


This made that General loſe a little of his 


reputation : So that the Prince of Orange not re- 
garding him any longer, as before he had done, 
he concluded, that if he was reſolved to have 
Grave, he mult not rely upon him for it. He 
went Tthither himſelf, accompanied with ſome 
Troops,, which he had brought back out of 
Flanders ,, and he made himſelf the Maſter of 
IE. 


Grave 
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Grave being thus fallen into the hands of that 
Prince, the Campagne ended oa that ſide ; whilſt 
it continued in Germany with a great deal of 
Warmth. The Great forces which your Enemies 
threw into A//aris, aſtoniſh'd a little your Mini- 
ſer 3 who believed ſo verily, that that Province 
could not fave it ſelf, that he Counſelled your 
Majeſty to withdraw the Viſcount of Twrenxe 
from thence, and to ſend him to another part, 
where he would be more neceſlary to you. You 
had a great deal of difficulty ro take down 
that Pill, And to loſe fo, all at a blow, a Coun- 
try -which _ had coſt ſo much blood and pains 
to Conquer, was a thing of a hard diſgeſtion 
for you. Nevertheleſs the Marquis of Loxvois 
letting you ſee the neceſlity of it, and that 
without it you would loſe Loraiz, whither the 
Duke of that name had taken his way in great 
hopes of getting in again there, you confented 
that he ſhould ſend the order for it to thar 
General. But as that General did not find, that 
the thing was ſo very preſling, as it was ima- 
gined, he returned him word ; that it muſt be, 
that ſome body had given 1ll adviſe to your 
Majeſty, to induce you to enter upon ſuch a re- 
ſolution, Taoat he ſaw into things more clear- 
ly, than others, as he was upon the place : 
and that he Prayed him to deliver to you a 
ktrer, which he had given himſelf the hanouc 
to write to you; wherein he ſpecified ſo fully 
the reaſons, which you had to ſurteaſe your re- 
ſolution, that he hoped that you would do it; 
as ſoon as ever you ſhould come to ice it. 


Q. 2 The 
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The Marquis of Loxvois thought, that it 
was a Vanity in that General, to be willing to 
underſtand more than he; and without ſhewing 
his Letter to your Majeſty, he ſent to him New 
Orders in conformity to the foregoing, But that 
Great man ſuſpe&ed very much, that this Return 
was made without your knowledge : and that if 
he had given you the Letter, which he had had 
the honour to write to you, you would haye done 
him that of ſending him an Anſwer to it. So be- 
fore he would reſolve upon executing what he did 
order him, he wrote anew to your Majeſty; and 
addreſſed hits Letter to the Cardinal of Borillon, 
his Nephew; to the end that it ſhould have a» 
nother fate with it, than the firſt, The conh- 
dence which you took in the prudence and the 
wiſdom of this General, gave you to donbt, 
whether the Marquis of Loxvois had given you 
good Counſel, as ſoon as ever you had calt your 
Eyes upon it. And the intereſt which you had to 
refer your ſelf to his ſentiment, rather than to 
that of your Miniſter, made you, that you wrote 
with your own hand to that General, that he 
ſhould do in ir, according as he judged it was 
convenient and that you refer?d your ſelf to 
him. 


This was a great occaſion of vexation to your 
Minitter, who was uſed to be Abſolute. But yet 
as he had a greater faith in his own lights, than 
in thoſe of any perſon elſe, he concluded that 
the Event, which would be conformable to: the 
Hyroſcope that he had drawn of ir, would quickly 
loſe the Viſcount of Twreune in the opinion of 
your 
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your Majeſty : who after that, would have no. 
more confidence in him, But he recknyed without 
bis Hoft : and it was ſeen quite on the contrary, 
that that General preſerved Saverxe and Hague. 
#aw, Which the Enemy beſieged one a'ter ano« 
ther. He broke the neck alſo of the deſign 
which they had upon Briſach : which they began 
to lock up cloſe; in hopes, that as it was in want 
'of all things, they ſhould preſently have it with- 
. out a blow. But theſe occurrences, as conſidera - 
ble as they were, were but yet the leaſt of thoſe, 
with which he finiſhed ſo fine a Campagne. For 
' pretending as if he went to take up Winter 
Quarters 1a Lorain, he returned to the Charge 
by ways, which before had been impaſlable, ar 
23 time when the Enemy had ſeparated them- 
ſelves to ſubſiſt the more commodiouſly, And 
having ſurprized them, he drove them, beatin: 
them ane after another, ſe far, as till they were 
ſhut up hard by Turguem. Re drove them again 
from thence : and having obliged them to re- 
paſs the Rhine, he puniſhed the inhaiirants of 
Stratibourgh, with the Pillage of the effe&s which 
they had in the field, for this; that they had 
given a pallage to the Enemy over their biidze, 
contrary to the promiſe which they had mads 
to him not to do any thing 1a It. 


Your Majeſty did not leave a feryice of this 
nature to go unrewarded, You tient to aim, the 
day after that he was arrived at Paris, a hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns in Lewis d'Ores ; and 
having conferred upon him a great many oth:r 
marks of honour, you fſeac the Marqu:3 of 1, 
01 2 P11 
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vis to him alſo, to ask his Pardon for a mul. 
titnde of things, for which he had reaſon 6 
complain of him. Monſieur de Turenxe did: by 
him upon this occaſion, de mime que nous Voyons 
gwen uſe rune dogue @a Pegard d'un petit chien: 
Fuſt as we ſee a Great Dog does towards a little one, 
He hearkned to his Complement, without De. 
ference to him, and without Anger : and having 


returned him back with an anſwer, with which 


however he had no reaſon to be pleaſed, the 
Prince came to wait upon Monſieur de Twrenne, 
to know of him how that enteryiew had 
paſſed. 


Monſieur de Turenzue having given him an Ac- 
count of it, the Prince of Conde, who had no 
reaſon to love that Miniſter, entreated him, that 
they might af in Concert to diſabuſe your Ma. 
jeſty of ſeveral things, with which you were 
prepoſleſſed to his advantage. The Viſconnt of 
Turenne agreed with him to it, But Monſieur 
le Tellier having notice of it, he came to wait 
upon the Prince; and conjured him to pardon 
his Son, who for the future ſhould have for him 
ſo great a reſpett, that he ſhould haye all the 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with him: So having dif. 
armed his Anger with theſe fine promiſes, he 
prevented his ruine ; which was inevitable, if 
theſe two great men had gone about it. For 
it was eaſie to undeceive your Majeſty in a num- 
ber of things, which he made to pals upon you 
for great Services, which he did you; when in 
examining of them, they would neyertheleſs have 
hada quite another name, | 
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'T include for inſtance in that number, the 
Alteration which he hath perſwaded you to 
mike in the Hoſpitals, les Maladreries, for the 
Lepers: the funds whereof he hath gotten you to 
convert into recompences for the Soldiers. I dare 
ſay to your Majeſty, that when you will refle& 
upon it, you will not delay to be perſwaded, 
that his Power canaot extend it felf upon things 
of this nature. You are to conſider, that it is a 
foandation for a Piowr Work, which you are 
obliged to maintain, I know very well, that 
the Pretence, which he hath took for it, is ; 
that that foundation is very uſeleſs now, that 
one knows, that the Malady for which it hath 
been made, is an effeft of pure debauchery ; 
and not, as it was belieyed formerly, an Evil 
for which there was no remedy, But whether 
that be ſo or no, one- does not fee, that this 
Authorifes your Majeſty to ſeize upon that reve- 
nue ; and to give it, to whom you Pleaſe, If you 
can poſlibly diſpoſe of it, it 1s but at the moſt 
in the favour of the Hoſpitals z or in convert- 
ws of it ſo, as it may anſwer to the intentioa 
of the Founders. For to ſuppoſe, that you cap 
give it to perſons, who lerve themſelyes of 
it to indulge their Paſſions, Is a thing which 
the Caſuits will not agree to;. even though 
you ſhould chuſe them out amongſt thole, 
who have the reputation to be be extreamly 
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I make a great doubt too, whether you could 
validly unite it with the Royal Hoſpital des Ir. 
valides z, which you have cauſed to be built 
with fo much ſumptuouſneſs and coſt, that it 
ſeems as if it was done rather for the Habita- 
tion-of a King, than for that of poor maimed 
Soldiers. Becayle it is for your Majeſty, to pro- 
vide out of your own proper fonds for their main. 
tenance, withont ſerving yourſelf for that pur. 
poſe of that of others. I would be a fort 
of 'a Blemiſh to you to do ſo. Becauſe it would 
be to loſe the glory which redounds to you 
from ſo excellent an Eſtabliſhment, if it 
could be ſaid, that you had made it at ano- 
ther?s colt. 


. The. year 1675. was no ſooner begun, ..but 
you. thought upon ſecuring to yourſelf the Com- 
munication of Maeffricht, which the Enemy had 
interrupted towards the end of the laſt .Cam- 
pagne by the taking of Dixant and Huy, This 
Conqueſt ' had been made by the Imperialiſts, 
after they were ſeparated from the Army of 
the Prince of Orange : Which raiſed an emula- 
tion in him to retake Maeftriche, For this pur. 
| Poſe he ordered things ſo, that the Emperor 
ſent to Lzege the Cardinal of ZBadex, a Canon 
of that Church.: Who under a pretence of Reſi- 
dence, endeavoured to make that City to declare 
in his fayour ; which was of a great conſequence 
towards the ſucceſs of that Enterprize. His 
Eminence found 'a great diſpoſition in it to = 
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ſo; and it is neceſſary that I fay alſo 
to your Majeſty, that the Marquis of 
Lowvois was the cauſe thereof, For 
you muſt know, that he had given 
divers occaſions of diſcontent to the 
Inhabitants of that City, who before 
were very Aﬀectionate to you, + He had 
cauſed many times the Houſes to be 'Pil- 
laged, which they have without the Ci- 
ty, and in the Country ; and that, out 
of a ſpite at them for this ; that paſſing - 
one day by this City, a Cano of the 
Cathedral let looſe againſt him ſome in- 
jurious Words, and ſo high, that he could 
hear them. 


However it was, the Count PEftrades, 
who took the care of the intereſts of your 
Majeſty, prevented the Cardinal of Ba- 
den by treating with the Governour of 
the Cittadel, who delivered it up to him 
into his hands. The happy {ſucceſs of 
this Negotiation having ſtopped the courſe 
of the ill will of the Liegeois, the Cardi- 
nal of Badex, who had nothing more to do 
there, deſired a Paſs of the Count 4Eftra- 
des to enable him to return in ſafety 
into Germany, But ſerving himſelf of it 
to tranſport Arms thither, that Governor 
took the advantage of this pretext to or- 
der him to be Arreſted ; Him, and all 
his Retinue., He was indeed very glad 
ro 
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to juſtifie to- all Exrope,, who accuſed-y —_— | 


Majeſty of a breach of | Faith in poſſeſſing" 
yourſelf of the Cirtadel- of Lavge,\ thar 
you had had reaſon to do. it: And as this 
conld not be, but by © ſhewing, that his 
Eminence would have done it himfelf, if 
he had not been prevented, he viſited 
all his Papers ; amongſt which he found 
ſome, that he [thought it convenient to 
order to be Printed : becauſe they made 
mention of ali, that he had been- Brew- 
ing. This put to hilence all thoſe, who 
endeavoured to blemiſh the reputation of 
your Majeſty ;'-..{o that -there was nothing 

ſpoken of it more at all. F. 


This Great affair being determined in 
the * manner as I have ſaid, you beſieged 
Dinant : which having made yourſelf the 
Maſter of, yon proceeded to clear the 
Meuſe from that latter Town, as far as 
to Maeſtricht, by the taking of Huy and 
its Caſtle, From thence you cauſed the 
force of your Arms to be felt by the 
City of Limburgh : which the Prince of 
Orange made a ſhew,- as if he wonld fac- 
cour. But having done no more than 
made a ſhew of it, it placed. itfelf un- 
der your Qbedience ; whileſt the Viſconrit 
of Txrenne returned into Germany to make 
head to Montecuculi, whom the Emperor 
had ſent again into that Country, 
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Monſieur de Tarenne had not by a great 
deal near fo many Forces upon his back, 
as in the year precedent : Becauſe you 
had found a means | to cauſe a diverſion 
in the North, by the Declaration of a 
War, which the King of Sweden had 
made againſt the Marquis of Braudenbourgh, 
The Duke of Hanover was to ſecond him 
with an Army of fifteen thouſand men : 
which was to be a Bridle vpon thoſe, 
who might be inclined to ſuccour that 


Eleftor, But the Conſtable Uraxge!, who * 


commanded the Army of Swedex, being 
gained upon by the Enemnes of his Maſter, 
did not execute the orders which he had 
given to him: fo that the Duke of Hi- 
nouer durſt never declare himſelf, How- 


ever this made, that the EleCtor of Branden- 


burgh withdrew his Troops from the 
army of his Imperial Majeſty. Upon 
which the Marquis de Vazbrun, one of the 
Lieutenants of your Army, had taken 
Dichfteim in the abſence of the Viſcount 
of Tarenne. 


The Marquis of Loxvois believing that 


he had repaired by the declaration of 
the King of Swedew the fault, which he 


had committed, in miſting of the Peace, 
when it*had been deſired of your Ma- 
jelty ſo*much to your adyantage; he 
: thought 
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thought of nothing but of continuing 
the War, which was kindled in ſo many 
different Parts. And as the Meſſineſe be- 
gan to cry Miſericordia, becauſe of the 
neceſſity which prelſled them, you ſent a- 
gain thither Vallavorr,, who was fo happy, 
as to conduct ſafely into Port a ſecond 
Convoy of Corn ; although the Spaniards 
had layed themſelves in an Ambuſh up. 
pn his way, with a force which was much 
ſuperior to his. 


In the mean time, I do not know, 
what induced you to change your reſo- 
lution, as to the moderation which you 
had ſhown upon their Account. Becauſe 
they recognized you for their Sovereign ; 
and you ſent to . them for a Vice-Roy, 
the Duke de Vivonne, the General of your 
. Gallies, who was the brother of Madam 
de Monteſpan, This latter Quality, which 
was the cauſe, that when there was oc- 
caſion to provide for that Charge the 
Marquis of Loxvois hath preferred his In- 
tereſts to thoſe of the other pretenders, 
who were fully as capable of it, was the - 
| cauſe alſo that he carried it before them. 
- However he ſucceeded very well in the 
Beginnings, which he paſled in that Coun- 
try. He enter'd into the Port of Meſſina 
under the maſes of the Spaniards ; from 
whom he took withal a Veſlel of 5o pie- 
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ces of Cannon. He rednced after that, 
ſome Forts, which they were till then the 
Maſters of : and then putting himſelf in- 
to the Field, he drove them from all the 
Poſts, which they poſleſled in four Leagues 
round, Afﬀter which, going aboard his 
Veſſels again, he made a deſcent upon 
Calabria, from whence he brought back 
ſome booty, But when there was the 
greateſt occaſion than ever to look 4a» 
bout Him, he threw himſelf upon his 
good fortune : which gave way to a great 
many Couſpiracies, out of which he was 
Re ſo happy as to fave him- 
elf. 


The Viſcount of Tarexne being Arrived 
at his army, found that the Marquis de 
Yaubrun had put it into a good conditi- 
on by ſome exploits which he had mage 
in purſuance of the taking of Dachſigin, 
and which had produced him plenty of 
all things. So every one deſiring no more 
than to ſignalize themſelves, he paled the 
Rhine with them; and preſented battle to 
Montecuculi, who refuſed it. He conld not 
oblige him to it, becauſe of the Advanta- 
geous Poſt, which he poſſeſſed, , But after 
having turned and winded him on all ſides, 
he reduced him to ſuch a fcarcity of 
Proviſions and Forage, that it was 1f7- 
poſlibie 
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ſible but he ſhould decamp before hing. 
He iatended to ſerve himſelf of that .op- 
portunity to charge him. But as he was 
advanced to obſerve him, he was killed 
with a ſhot of a Great Gun. 


This ſad accident changed all the Af- 
fairs, in an inſtant, So true it is, that 
an Army without a General 1s juſt as a 
Body without a Soul, MAoxtecuculs who 
was running away, returned to the 
Charge ; knowing the conſternation in 
which the Dezath of that Viſcouant had 
calt your Army. And indeed the Lieu- 
renants' General, who commanded it, 
thought of nothing more but to repals 
the Rhine, Which made a thing to be 
faid, which was very 'pleaſant, by your 
Soldiers, upon the perplexity 1n which 
they ſaw them. Monſieur de Tuwrenne 
was uſed to Ride a Py'd Horſe. And 
they ſpoke it aloud, and without keep- 
ing themſelyes private in it; that they 
needed but only leave the Bridle upon that 
Horſes Neck, and he would know better 
than they, which way it was the beſt to 
go. However the Count de Lorges broughe 
them ſafe and ſound, on this fide the 
Rhine, after having given Battle to the 
Enemy ; who perſ{waded themſelves, that 
they had had much the better Bargain of 
it, 

Your 
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Your Majeſty was as much ſenſible of 
this loſs, as the; Merit of this great 
Man , did oblige you - to be : and that - 
the - occaſion which you had for him was 

ling. But it was not ſo, with the 
Marquis of Lowueis ; and whileſt all 
France was in Mourning for the Io 
which you had ſuffered in him, he xe- 
joyced at it, He and His, I know it 

ſitively, what I have . the Honour to 
Feak here to your Majeſty. : and if he 
could have poſlibly oppoſed the Funeral 
Honours, which you ordered to be ſhown 
to him, he would have done it with 
all his Heart- They - were extsaordina« 
ry,: Yet I know no perſon but. him 
who found fault with them : and the 
Memory of his great Actions was Eg- 
graved ſo deeply in the Heart of every 
one, that one cannot ſay, whether they 
eſteemed him more, than they loved 
him, And to ſpeak. the truth - of him, 
he was not recommendable only for a 
Military faculty, which makes ocdinarily 
all the Glory of Heroes but likewiſe for 
all the other Moral and Chriſtian Vic- 
tues, which in the ſame perſon is a ye- 
ry. rate thing, 


The 
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The Duke of Lorain, who had his 
Troops on the ſide of the Moſe/le, where 
were likewiſe with him thoſe of Lanen- 
bourgh, Munfter and ſome other of the 
Confederates, having learnt this Acci. 


dent, he laid Siege to Treves : Where 


Vignori Commanded, an old Experienced 
Soldier, whom the Prince of Conde, un- 
der whom he had ſerved all his life, 
had warranted to _ you. He was not 
concerned for that Siege, wherein he 
event! expected to pet ' ſome Glory : eſpe. 
cially fince the Moareſchal de Crequi 
marched to his Relief, But at a time 
that he was giving of his Orders on 
Horſeback, he was thrown down' from 
the top to the bottom of a Baſtion by 
a fright, which his Horſe took at a 
clap of Thunder, So that he ended his 
_ by that unforeſeen Accident. This 
obliged the Mareſchal de Crequz: to 
haſten his march : who was afraid, that 
his Death might create amongſt his 
men ſome Paxick Terrour, which ſhould 
lead them to Surrender. But the Duke 
of Lorain ſpared ' him the pains of ad- 
vancing much further; and came to meet 
him, as far as to Conſarbrick, where the 
Confluence of the Sarre and the Moſelle 
is. He paſſed the River there ; where that 
Mareſchal might have taken him at an ad- 
vantage, ithe would, For it was eaſie for him 

: to 
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to fight bim, at the time, when he had: only paſ- 
ſed but apart of his Army. . But not having been 
willing to do ſo, for I know not wa eaſony pr 
perhaps he knew not very well himſelt; he was 
{o finely beaten, that all his Troops, taok to run, 
ome one way, and ſome another, , He. made ,bjs 
eſcape himſelf, with ſo little Company, that, he 
arrived, at Trier with only-four with him ;+,where 
he reſolved to byry himſelf in the place z .whick 
was worth nothing. And indeed he made a reſis 
' ſtance; here, ſuch as the Enemy did not expe g 
which was the occaſion, that they oftered.hin-a 
good. Compoſition. 'But not conienting to hear 
any mention at all made of ſurregdring,..a Caps 
tain of Hprſe, called Boxjourdan, remonſtrated to 
the Garriſon, that what there remained for: them, 
to do, was, but to deal withhis deſpair z, and, if 
that was ſo great as to oblige him to deſire to pe+ 
riſh, it-was not to be ſaid, that they were bound, 
to follow his example. There were ſome who. - 
were. of his Opinion 3 and who. repreſented. to, 
that Mareſchal, that the. Condition in_which the 
place was, did,not permit them to make a longer 
reſiſtance. But he falling into a paſſion .at that 
Complement, and not giving them time to.go on 
with any thing.more, Bozjourdan.treated with the 
Enemy,. and delivered. to them an entrance jnto, 
the City. ..The Mareſchal de Crequi fled into the 
Church. z,, which he pretended [till to make- good, 
with ſome Officers,, who did not approve of-mhar 
had been done by Bowjourdan. But thoſe Officers 
baving/let him fee, that they were ready: tobe 
forced, .and that his deſpair would be blamed by, 
7our . Majeſty, and by all . France, they brought 

lim to reſblye to ſurrender upon diſcretion. +}. .. 
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Your Majeſty truly was not well pleaſed with 
that which he had done ; and you ſhould have 
been-'yet leſs, if he had puſhed on his Deſpair far. 
ther. But yet perceiving, that what had been 
done by  Bozjourdan; was of fo ill an example, 
that you onght not to ſuffer it ; you commanded 
him to be Arreſted; and a Council of War con- 
demned him to have his Head cat off, together 
with fome of his Accomplices. The Senterice way 
executed at Merz, in the preſence of the Garri- 
fon; - $0 true it is, that diſobedience is unworthy 
of a Man of Honour. 

After theſe unhsppy ſucceſſes fot your Majeſty, 
there was ſome-reaſon to fear, that the Enemy 
might enter into France. - But you remedied that 


too by your Prudence, and cauſed ſuch a jealou- 


fie-to ariſe, betwixt the Princes of the Houſe of 
Brunſwick, and the Duke of Lorain, that the for- 
mer reſolved to return again totheir Country, for 
all that the other could ſay to them. Ir is in this 
manner, that the Aﬀairs of a Confederacy go al- 
ways. What 'the one #1! have, the other will xo 
have : Infomuch, that it would be a miracle to 
ſee them in a good underſtanding. Their intereſts 
are continually different ; from whence one muſt 
conclude, that 'it is as it were impoſſible, that 
their projets ſhould proſper. 

The Death of the Viſcount of Tarerre, giving 
your Majeſty to fear, that the Enemy (ſhould make 
fome Conqueſts in Alſaria, you ſent thither forth- 
with the Duke de Duras, whom you had made 
a Mareſchal of France, three days after the Death 
of his Uncle. Some other Officers had received 
the ſame honour ; and the Marqueſs of Lowwou 
had managed it fo well with your Majeſty, on 
the 
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the Marqueſs of Rochefort was of. that number, 
-ichoagh ho had not fignalized bimſelf any more, 
than he had- done before. The others. were the 
Count 4 Eſtrades, the Danke de Navailles, whom 
your Majeſty had recalled home to you, ſome- 
time after he had been baniſhed ; the Count of 
| Schombergh, the Duke de Yivonne,. the Duke de 14 
Fenillade, and the Duke of Zuxembourgh. But 
there being a great deal to be ſaid to that, why, 
the Duke d Duras ſhould not underſtand fo much 
as his Uncle, you ſent ſoon after the Prince of 
Conde in bis place, whoſe reputation alone was a 
great aſſiſtance to you in the preſent Conjun- 
ature. - | 7 3s Wo 
Indeed the Enemy after having paſſed the Rhine 
gpon the Bridge of Stratzbourgb, who now had fais 
led in thejr promiſes to you a fecond time,thonght 
to take Hagnenaw by Surpriſe, But the Pr. of Conde 
having obliged them to raiſe the Siege, they caſt 
themſelves upon Saverne, which they expected to 
take with the more eaſe. The ſucceſs which they: 
had there, was never the leſs equal to that, which 
they - had had before the other Town. . So thar 
this Campaijgne, whicki ſeemed in the begipning to 
threaten your Majeſty with a reverſe 'of Fortune, 
determined updn 1o little a thing, that you had 
no occaſion to fright your ſelf for it... + _. 

The Swedes did not come off ſo cheap. They 
were at. laſt advanced into the Eſtates of the Mar- 
quels of Brandenboxrgh ; where they - had taken 
fome Poſts of little conſequence, without obſer-, 
ying to penetrate farther, Ir ſeemed really, as 
if they had aCted in Concert with hi, they wen. 
on ſo ffowly ; and becauſe he took ſo little care 
hiwiſeHf.” to oppoſe their deſigns. But that Fle-. 
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Cor underſtanding, that the King of Sweden, be. 
ing preſſed on by your Majeſty, had reſolved at 
length to make other Efforts, he ran out of Hol. 
land, where he was, -to the defence of his Coun- 
try; and was ſo happy, that at his arrival he put 
the Swedes to the Rout, at a Paſs, called Felbeling, 
They there loſt the greateſt part of their Canvn 
and their Baggage; whereof not being able to 
recover themſelves in all the Campazgre, the King 
of Denmark, who had taken the part of the Ele- 
for, as well as the Princes of the Houſe of Brun; 
ſmwick, found an opportunity to do his own Buſi- 
neſs. They attacked that Crown, all at the ſame 
time, in the Dutchy of Bremer, in the Iſland of 
Rngen, and upon its other Frontiers; and meeting 
with no more reſiſtance on one ſide than the other, 
the King of Denmark beſieged and took Wiſmart, 
a conliderable Port which they had upon the Bal- 
eick Sea. 

Your Majeſty having reaſon to diſcern now 
more than ever, the il] Service, which the Mar- 
queſs of Loxvors had done to:you, when he had 
hindred you from concluding a Peace, you acce- 
pted of the Mediation, which the King of England 
oftered to all the Princes, who were Parties in 
the War, in order to bring it to an end. Ihe 
others conſented to the ſame as well as you ; and 
they ſent their Plenipotentiaries ro Nimmeghen ; 
whither yours were repaired the firſt. The Spa- 
714;d had ſhown to it, till then, more of repug- 
nance than the others. But the Afﬀairs of 1Meſi- 
za diminiſhed much of his loftineſs, and he was 
afraid, leaſt you ſhould make your ſelf the Ma- 
ſter of all the Kingdom, as you had already done 
ef the 1errepolis, and of the City of Agonſta, in- 
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to which the Mareſchal de Yivonne had put a Gar- 
riſon. Not that this latter Ciry was confiderable 
for its ſtrength : But as ir had'a good Port, it 
was always a retreat for your Shipping, which 
was much for your Advantage. 

The Hollanders on the other fide, were very 
weary of a War, which was extremely chargea- 
ble to them, by the Subſidies which they gave to 
the Princes, who were come to aſliſt them. Be- 
ſides they conſidered, that they were almoſt. out 
of the Broil, by the Evacuation which you had 
made of their Country. So that there was only 
now the intereſts of the Emperour to conſider, 
together with thoſe of the Princes of the Empire. 
But then thoſe were ſo different the one from the 
other, that this was to be, what muſt lead the 
way to a Peace s Becauſe it is certain, that they 
had more to diſtruſt, from ſnch as were on the 
ſide with them, than from the Arms of your Ma- 
jeſty. Indeed the Power, which the Emperour 
ſhould acquire to himſelf infenſibly, ought to 
give a great jealouſie to all thoſe Princes : and 
He on his {ide ought: not to be over. much plea- 
ſed to ſee them in a good underſtanding with one 
another, and conferring often together upon their 
Intereſts, without calling bim to. it. 9 

Things being in this Poſture in the beginning 
of the Year 1676. the Marqueſs of Lowvozs, who 
continued a grudge at me, - tor the Buſineſs of the 
Raxtes, endeavoured to do me the like turn in'ano- 
ther of the Revenue, in which he ſuſpected that | 
was dipt. Bur | made it, t9.8ppear to your 'Ma- 
jeſty, as clear as the day, that | had no part in 
it; and that if there was ſomething done there, 
which was not, to be done, you were to take it 
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from Deſmarets, my Nephew, who had had the 
DireCtion of it. I told you at the ſame time, thax 
I did not engage to you for any thing upon that 
matter 3 and that you knew, that I had ſaid to 
you more than once, that he was a dangerous Man, 
where he found there was ſomething to be gotten. 
As yet I had never ſaffered any thing by him: But 
he did not forbear to deceive me the firſt of any, 
his greedineſs was ſo great. Your Majeſty in the 
mean while had done to him more than well a 
thouſand times, what he did not deſerve ; even 
fo far as to give him a hundred thonſand Crowns 
for his Pains in the firſt Afﬀair,: which he was con- 
cerned in. But there are ſome Perſons infatia- 
ble; and to whom if your Majeſty ſhould give a- 
way the half of your Kingdom, they would not 
be contented. You had the goodnels to put up 
this Bnſineſs for my ſake; and it is not the only 
thing, for which 1 am indebted to you: I can 
ſay nevertheleſs, 'althongh it:do not belong to me 
to commend my ſelf, that I have never had re- 
courſe to your goodneſs for my own Injuſtices, or 
for my own Cheats: I have always endeavoured 
to tread uprightly, and | defie any Perſon to be able 
to accuſe me with reaſon to the contrary. | 
-- The Heir of. one whoſe name was Frios, a 
Swiſſe by Nation, who had heaped up a great 
Fortune in your Kingdom, can give a good teſti- 
mony of this, if he-was called to it. This Friojs 
being dead-in avery old Age, without having ever 
married, as ſoon 'as he, whom I ſpeak of, offered 
to claim the Succeflion to him, he found in his way 
a Farmer of your Demeſne, who pretended to have 
a better ſhare in it than he; by reaſon, that Fr:- 
0s being a Baſtard, all that he had amaſſed, ought 
HR KS p-0- | ACCOr- 
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according to the Laws of your Kingdom to return 
tothoſe, whoa are concerned in the Duties to your 
Majeſty. This Conteſtatian, which in the bor- 
tom was of a great conſequence for the one and 
the other, obliged them to ſeek for Friends ; and 
the pretended Heir. of that Swiſſe, not thinking 
to find any who could do him greater Services than 
I, he made to me an offer of two hundred 
thouſand Franks, if I would grant him my pro- 
teftion. But 1 ordered it to be told him, that 
there was no ſumm, though never ſo large, which 
could induce me to commit an injuſtice. So that 
ſeeing, that he had nothing more to do with me, 
he addreſſed himſelf to Perſons, who had an ac- 
ceſs to the Marqueſs of Lowvozs z and who for 
that Summ, which was divided amongſt them, diſ- 
patched his Buſineſs. Yillacerf and S. Pouange had 
each of them twenty thouſand Crowns: Sroupps 
had the reſt, together with a certain Man, whoſe 
name I have-forgotten. The Farmer of your De- 
21eſne made his Complaints of this to me; and 
begged me to acquaint y=u Majeſty, with the ig- 
juſtice, whichthey had done to him. BatlI found 
you ſo prepoſllelſed, that it was impoſlible for me 

to effeCt any thing in his favour. | 
I know a thouſand other inſtances, in which 
Prevarication hath had the ſawe place as here; and 
your Majeſty ought to be aſlured, that ever ſince 
the War hath laſted, there hath been a dirty 
Traffick, of Offices, which have come to be vacant, 
as far as down to Enſigns. It is by that means, 
that one Alexander, the Son of a miſerable 
Ecrivain, is grown to be ſo at hi: Eaſe ; and 
that he is ready to compare at this day with any 
Perſon of Quality that there is. It isalſo through 
R 4 the 
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the like abuſe, that Charpentier and Binor, his Bro: 
ther-in-Law, are now fo rich; although the ore 
is the Son of a little Buygeois of Compiegne, and the 
other of a Bayliff of Tonnerre. It is into the Poc- 
kets of theſe People, that'your Majeſty may dive 
upon occaſion;z without your being afraid, that 
one ſhould find fanlt with it. The one will but 
only diſgorge for the Companies' which he hath 
fold; and the others but of the Blood of the Com- 
munities, which they have grown ſo fat with. 
[The poor Village of Courtiſoux in Champagne, and 
all whoſe riches conſiſted merely in' Cheeſe, gave 
for ſeveral Years together three thouſand Livres 
a Year to Charpentier, to diſcharge it from the 
quartering of Soldiers. But ſince it hath not any 
longer been in a condition to furniſn him with ſo 
great a Summ, and that it hath deſired him to mo- 
derate it, he hath forgotten their Preſents, and 
hath ordered the Billers to'it, 

 TfI would fill this Paper with the abuſes of this 
kind, I ſhould never have done ; and your Maje- 
ſy knows, that it is not yet long, ſince'l let you 
ſee the Cheat which they had uſed to ybu in the 
Liſt of the War ; where they made you to pay the 


ſame Regiment twice over, by an underſtanding 


which there was betwixt the Commſſary and the 
Treaſurer. '| know very well, that one cannot 
Impute this diſorder to the Marqueſs of Lowvos. 
But beſides, that it lies upon him to anſwer for 
the Perſons whom he puts into Office ; he is alſo 
obliged to have his eyes upon it, withoat my» be- 
ing bound to watch to it. My Employs ſhould 
furniſh me with Buſineſs enough, without” having 
over and above this new Charge.. And yet as'it 
is 10, that the Intereſt of your Majeſty, and that 
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of your People are concerned, upon whom all 
theſe diſorders fall, becauſe it is of them that one 
asks Money, when the Treaſury Royal is exhan- 
ſted ; 1 do not frame it at all, that I do enter into 
ſo great an Account ; althqugh It may be impoſ- 
ſible for me to do ſo, without robbing my ſelf of 
four or five hours, which-are abſolutely neceſlary 
for my Repoſe to refreſh'me:, after the great 
Toil that 1 thave lying upon me. 

Your Majeſty will pleaſe to reflect upon what 
I have now ſaid to you, when you ſhall ſee conve- 
niet: In the mean time, I return to that which 
follows of your Hiſtory. 

The Ravage, which the Garriſon of Philips- 
bourgh commnted in the Eſtates-af the Eletor Pa- 
latine, obliged the Emperour to keep that place 
lock'd upAll the Winter, to deliver him from 
their continual difquiet. He promiſed him with- 
al, that he would draw that thorz our of h1s foot, 
by ordering the place to be beſieged, as toon as 
the Spring ſhould come 3 which was what they 
had not dared to undertake, inthe life-time of 
* Monſieur de Turenne., The Count de Lorge impor- 
tuned in the mean while your Majeſty, that. you 
would do him the ſame favour, which you had 
done to his Uncle, and to 1o_ many others, whom 
you had honoured, as I have faid before, with 
the Staff of a Mareſchal of France, He added 
to the foot of the Account, the ' Service which 
he had done you, 4n bringing back your Army to 
this {ide of the Rhine, after the Death of his U"- 
cle : Beſides that it wzs a Tong time, that he hz: 
ſerved. Your Majeſty made-a difficulty of re!c: 
ving your ſd; not' that: you ſhould not ets: 
him as. a brave Man, and very underſtandivg. 
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his Art 3 but becauſe having a very little Eſtate, 
he would not be in a Condition to ſupport thar 
Dignity. The Marquis of Lewvogs, who conſidered 
him as the Nephew of a Perſon whom he had never 
loved, did not do him beſides any oyer-good Offi- 
ces ; imagining that he would never he his friend, 
As I ſaw this, and that the repugnance which your 
Majeſty had to. do him Juſtice, proceeded but 
from what I have ſaid here, I let it be told him, 
that he ſhould court the Daughter of Fremont ; 
and -provided that he obtained the gaod word of 
her Father, I warranted him that the other Aﬀeair 
ſhould go well. In the mean time, to render him 
an entire piece of Service, I threatned underhand 
Fremont to call him to an account for ſome things 
which he bad done, and from whence hg had gai- 
ned ſo very much, that he paſſed for Me richeſt 
mah in Pars, This put him into a fright ; and 
believing that he had a need of protection, he 
hearkened to the Propoſition which the Count ade 
Lorge made to him, on condition of his being a 
Mareſchal of France firſt. 1 then acquainted your 
Majeſty with the change, which was prepa- 
ring in the favour of that Count : So that being 
ſatisfied that this Match would put him into ano- 
ther poſture than that in which he was, you gran- 
ted to him the Staff which he defired fo ardently. 
He married afterwards Mademoiſelle de Fremont, 
who brought him ſo large a Fortune , that he 
purchaſed the Place of Captain of the Guards to 
your Majeſty, and paid for it in ready money. 
He treated likewiſe for the County of Quintin, 
which is one-of the moſt conſiderable Eſtates in 
Briteny,. and which is worth Fifty thouſand Liyres 
Rent. But as when one begins to grow happyIt 8 
almo 
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almoſt ordinary to ſee that Fortune loads ns .witt; 
her Fayours 3 He, of whom he had bought that 
Eſtate, and with whom he had engaged to pay 
| tbedebts, andtogive him beſides a large penſion 
during his life, dyed in a little time after, ſq that 
he was diſcharged of the ſame. | 

' The part which I bhadbad in his Fortune,was an 
occaſion that the Marquis of LZowvess left him 
without an Employ this Campaigne, although he 
had acquitted bimſelf better than the Mareſchal 
de Rochefort, to whom he gave to no purpoſe Qr- 
ders to throw Men and Ammunition into. Philipſ- 
bourgh, Your Majeſty knows the fault thas he 
committed, in pretending toexecute that Order ; 
and how the grief that he took at it, . broke his 
heart. For it was not ſo much Courage, which 
he failed-in, as Condu& : Which is an inſtance to 
ſhow us, That we ought never to wiſh to. be 
advanced beyondour ftrength:becauſe we do but by 
that meansfall from a greater beighth. In ſhort, ſuch 
a one may be good to acquire a reputation in oye 
Poſt, as would loſe it in another, which ſhould be 
higher. Prudence requires that we ſhould meaſure 
our Ambition by the knowledge of our ſelves : 
Otherwiſe we ſhall diſcover to our prejudice the 
Truth, which hath been endeavoured ro be incul- 
cated 'to us, in giving us the Fable of Phactor. 

| You opened this'Campaigne by the taking of 
Conde, which was followed by that of Boxcheip. 
'The' Prince of Orange being drawn near to your 
Army to relieve thoſe Places, found it not con- 
venient to attack yon with another, which "was 
much inferjour to yours. Thoſe two Conqueſts 
being made, your Majeſty came back to Verſailles, 
after having left the greateſt part of your _ 
© Aa | | under 
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under the Command of Mareſchal de Schombourgh, 
and ſent the reſt to theDuke of Zuxembourgh, who 
commanded in Germany. The Prince of Lorrajn 
was there at the head of the Army of the Empe. 
ror, and befieged at laſt Philip:bourgh ; which 
made ſo good a Defence, that the Duke of Luxem- 
boxrgh had all the time, which he could deſire, to 
relieve it. © 

The Prince of Orange, on his ſide, laid Siege 
to Maeſtricht : the Commandant whereof,after the 
Example of Him of Phzlipsbourgh, did his Duty 
ſo well, that the Mareſchal de Schombourgh gave 
time to the Mareſchal d'Humieres to form the 
Siege of Aire; for which purpoſe he hadlent him 
a part of his Troops. But having retaken them 
again, when that Siege was finiſhed, he marched 
- Rreight to him. From whence there would | have 
: followed a bloody Battel, if the Prince of Orange, 
who had loſt ſix weeks upon that Siege, and fix or 
ſeven thouſand men, had- not thovghr convenient 
to retire in good time. | =? 

Fhis happy Succeſs of your Arms difencou- 
raged ſtill the' more” the Hollangers againſt the 
' War. Beſides that, fince the beginning, of the 
Year, there was a misfortune befallen them at 
Aeſſinz, of which they made at leaſt as great an 
account as of the other. They had ſent upon 
theſe Seas the famous de Ruyter: Who from a 
. dittle Seaman;” which he was in the beginning, had 
been raiſed by degrees as high as to the Command 
of their Fleet. Never any man had had more 
reputation upon theſe two Seas: And he was 
come off ſo glorious in all the Aﬀairs, wherein he 
was concerned, that it ſeemed as if his name alone 
was altogether ſufhcient togive the Victory yy > 4 
[| &s 
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fide. However your Veſlels having/fought him, 
put him to the flight. With which not holding him- 
ſelf yet to be well beaten, he tried three months af- 
ter a Secand Engagement 3 which was ſtill more for 
his diſadvantage than the firſt. For he was not only 
defeated in it,. but he received alſo a Wound, of 
which he dyed at Syracuſe Ten days after; 

There was nothing wanting more to your Ma- 
ity, who by theſe Two Victories became in a: 
Condition to continne gloriouſly your ProteCtion 
to the Meſſineſe, than to receive the like iſſue to 
your Undertakings in Germany. But, the Duke 
of Luxembourgh met there with ſo many difficulties, 
that after having tried a hundred ſeveral ways to. 
ſuccour Philipsbourgh, he abandoned the Defign 
of it. So after a Siege of above Three months, 
the Prince of Lorram, who had never before 
commanded in Qhief, received the. pleaſure to 
reduce fo ſtrong a place. But the moment of his 
Triumph was like to have been that of his Death. 
The Bridge, by which he entred into the City, 
funk under him, by, an Artifice as it was pre- 
tended of the firſt perſonsof the Emperor's Court ; 
who ſeeing him in two great a favour with that 
Prince, had reſolved to make anend of him. 

The Swedes continued on the War. Unfortu- 
nately they. loſt Elſinbourgh , - Lanaskroon ; 
Chriſtianſad, and ſome Places more. And al- 
though they had gotten ſome Advantages' over 
Major-General Duncquan, and afterwards a 
Victory near Lunden, their Affairs did not go the 
better for them. 

Your Majeſty was the only one, who continued 
to fix Fortune on your ſide. The City of Yaler- 
chjeynes tell under your power the Campaigne 
tollowing : 
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followirig: . Andalthongh it was one of the ſtron- 
geſt of the Low Countries, add that it was defended 
by a good Garriſon, you muſt have pat all there 
to the Sword, if you had been willing to make uſe 
of the advantage which Fortune had given you, 
But you left your Clemency to aQt in- the behalf 
of thoſe unhappy Perſons: And at a time thax 
they expected to loſe their Fortunes and their 
Lives, you preſerved: both the one - and the 
other* to ' them. You / attacked afterwards 
Cambray and ' St. Omers, alt at the fame 
time: And the diverſion of . your Forces, which 
you was heceſlarily to nſe for thoſe two Enter- 
priſes, giving the Prince of Orange to think, that 
Now was the Opportunity or Never to undertake 
ſomething, he advanced as far as to Caſſel, where 
the Duke your Brother -defested hin Thoſe 
two Places made ſcarce no reſiſtance after that: And 


your Majeſty having executed all thefe great 


things, before the time that other Conquerors 
are-uſed to put themſelves /-into' the Field, your 
Repntation, which was already. very great in 
Europe, mounted to that height, that one looked 
upon you as the firſt Man'of the Univerſe. ; 
The Prince of Lo#rain nevertheleſs, whoſe 
great and generous Soul inſpired him more with 
an Emulation, than with a Jealouſte at your great 
ACtions, perceived his Courage ſtill to. double 
vpon it. He drew near your' Frontier , at the 
head of a fine Army : And poſſeſſing himſelf of 
Monſon, a Place without defence, he threw on 
this ſide the Maes a Detachment, which, gave a 
greater fright than it did miſchief, to the Pro- 
vince of Champagne. For this Detachment neither, 
dared to go far from him; nor to dhdertske tg, 
| O10V) 
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follow him, becauſe of the Mareſchal de Crequi,who 
obſerved it. indeed it is no {mall Enterpriſe ro enter 
into an Enemy 's Country - Aud it is for a General 
to conſider, whether he ſhall be able to get our 
of it again, when he will ; Eſpecially when there 
are no Places nign him to make a retreat to, 
nor Neighbonrs to;give him their hand. 

However it is, he did not forego as yet the 
hopes of getting- in again into his Country : 
Whereunto he had more Right than ever to pre- 
tend, by the death of his Unclez which had. hap- 
pened a little time after the taking of Trier. 
But as that depended upon what the Prince of 
Orange would do, who had promiſed him to en- 
ter into France on his ſide, he waited for the ef- 
fect of his Promiſes, to regulate his Deſigns accor- 
dingly. The hopes of the Prince of Orange were 
founded upon the manner in which your Majeſty 
carried on the War. You had an Army which 
was but indifferent: But you employed it with 
ſo much Judgment and Prudence, that although 
That of the Enemy might be ſuperionr to it, yet 
you did not forbeat to make Conqueſts every year. 
This was done by the means that you gathered 
them all together in the Winter; whilcſt the 
Enemy was'obliged to order theirs to take Wia- 
ter- Quarters afar off : From whence they could 
not be cone back , when' you had opened the 
Campagre. By this means you was the ſtrongeſt 
in the beginning : And then when you had. exe- 
cuted your Deſigns, you ſent a Detachment into 
Germany, and continued in Flawders upon the De- 
tenſive. 

Upon this Occaſion, it was, that the Prince of 
Orange found himfelt in a condition, in the ner 
cl 


256 The Political Laſt Teflament 


endof the Autumn toenter upon ſomething : and 
that he was ſtrong enongh too! this year to make 
the Siege of Charleroy. | have already mentioned 
to your Majeſty the 'reaſon why yon did reckon 
ſo much upon that Place. But there was another 
for it now at this time. He pretended, 
when he ſhould' have taken it , to enter into 
Frante even juſt as he pleaſed. In the mean time 
he 'found himſelf a'great'way off of his Account; 
For upon the Advice' which he 'had , that the 
Mareſchal de Schombergh marched to him , and 
that yout Majeſty in Perſon prepared to follow 
him, -he waited for neither the one nor the other 
of you, and raiſed the Siege. - 

The Prince of Lorrain, as he could nat depend 
any. more upon bim after this Check, and feeing 
himſelf ſeparated from his hopes, abandoned 
Monſon, 'and retook the way of the Rhine. The 
Mareſchal de Crequi followed hin: And after ei- 
vers Incampments which they made, the one and 
the other, they came ſo near together at Kokeſ. 
bergh,; that it gave an occaſion' to a ruggid Skir- 
miſh. The Curiaſſiers of the Emperor did a little 
ill-rreat your /ighe Horſe there : But the advan- 
tage which they had had upon that, - your Hox- 
ſbold had upon them : And they made it to be ſeen 
by the two Armies, that in half an hour's time 
they knew as well how to fly before the Enemy; 
as they did how to purſue him. ME | 

The Prince of Lorrain judging by this pattern, 
that it was better to-goto takeWinter- Quarters, than 
to ſtand any longer to waſte himſelt, he drew: 
farther up into Germany : Whileft the Mareſchal 
de Crequt made'a Feint ;-as if. he would "imitate 
him.” Bit returning 'ar the" ſame» time fur+ f6# 
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pas , he attacked and took Fribourgh , before 
that That Prince could come up ſoon enough to 
ſaccour that Place. 

You beat your Enemies alſo in Catalonia, which 
you ravaged every Tear. They loſt there the Bar- 
tel of Pouille, whither they were come to meet 
their misfortune. They were able to do nothing 
neither at efſma, notwithſtanding all the mo- 
ney, which they ſtrewed abroad there, to intice 
them to cut the Throats of your Garriſon. Ar 
laſt , you ended this Fine Campaigne with the 
Conqueſt of St. Gwillaiz ;, which took down in 
that manner the Courage of the Hollanaers, that 
although the Prince of Orazge had married the 
Daughter of the Duke of York; and that he pro- 
miſed them, that his Marriage woald be a means 
to bring that Crown to declare for them, they 
had a greater deſtre nevertheleſs than ever to make 
a Peace. | 

The Marquis of Louwois had ſo well ſerved 
your Majeſty inal) theſe Conqueſts, that his Fa- 
vour increaſed to that height, that 1 could not any 
longer hold it againſt him. Ar the Death of the 
Chancellor Segzier, I had diſputed with his Father 
for that Office, which he bad put in for with all 
his power. I made my ſeit tobe received an 44s 
vocate, a Quality, which one*mult veceflarily 
have in order to obtain it. But your Majeſty, 
to reconcile us, gave it to Monitenr 4" Alzgre, a 
Counſelor of State; notwithſtznding thar bis great 
Age, and the weakneſs of his Underſtanding 
might render him incapable to exerciſe it; So 
that it was conventent that his Son, the © 4boe 
ſhould do it for him. But as he was of an od& 
2nd @ particulzr humour, thaſe who had buſineſs 
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to him, did not find him any thing better than he, 
At length Monſieur d'A4ligre coming to die, we 
began our Canvaſs again, the one and the other. 
But it dicl not hold long on my fide: And your 
Majeſty having commanded me to give over my 
pretenſes, you honoured Monſieur /e Tebier with 
that ſo icoportant a Place. 

The Marriage of the Prince of Orange produced 
indecd a real change in Enghand. He made ſo many 
Parties there, that the King of Englaud was, as 
it were , forced to ſign a League againſt you, 
He redejmnanded his Troops of you ; and as your 
Majeſty could not refuſe them to him, you ſent 
him them again: But it was by a way fo far 
about, that the Marquis of Lowveis had the time 
to debalich the greateſt part of them. For in- 
ſtead of ordering them to imbark at Calais, or at 
{one other port adjacent to their Countrey, he 
chole the remoteſt one that there was; preten- 
ding that his Britannick, Majeſty could not com- 
plain of it, becauſe it was a thing not explained 
in the Treaty which you had made with him. 
And this ought to ſerve again for an Inſtruction to 
zl] Miniſters, when they have to negotiate 
witha Prince: That is, it they forget the leaſt 
thing, they muſt conclude, that he will ſerve 


himſelf of ir againſt their Maſter 3 and it will be 


too late to thick uf it, when the Error tis 
paſt and gone. 

The Condition, into which this change caſt 
you, obliged you to abanden Meſſina: Where 
there was no more {afety to be had for your 
Troops ; becauſe the Ergizſh coming to join their 
Forces at Sea to thoſe of your Enemies, it was 


impoſlible for you to Rand againſt chem, It had 
been 
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been a long time that I had foreſeen . thisz and 
that I had taken the liberty to ſay to your Maje« 
ſty, that you were to augment your Fleet, by 
ordering the building of New Veſſels. But the 
Marquis of Lowvezs, who would if. he had been 
able have deſtroyed intirely the Marine, oppo- 
fed it, under the colour of Two Reaſons which 
he ſuggeſted for the purpoſe. The firſt was, 
Thar it was not convenient to give a Jealouſie to 
England, The other, That the Kingdom was 
not in a Condition to ſupport ſo great an Ex- 
pence. He made uſe alſo of the ſame pretence 
to detain your Majeſty from commanding a Port 
to bexmade upon the Coaſts of Normandy : Where- 
of however you will have great occation, if you 
have ever a War with England. Becauſe in caſe 
that your Ships ſhould be ill uſed, whither ſhall 
they go to ſeek for a retreat? Ir is a great way; 
from the Channel to Breſt, and to Rochefort : And 
your Majeſty ought to think well of it. 

[ have delivered my Opinion of this to you 
again not long fincez and that the Fofſe of Cal- 
ville is a Part, which Nature ſeems to: have made 
expreſly for it. Your Majeſty hearkened to my 
Reaſons: And1did really expeCt inthe time thar 
you approved of them ſo much, that you would 
give your Orders immediately to command them; 
to go to work about tr. But I have underſtood 
fince, that the Marquis of Loxvozs hath again hin- 
dred a bir, which is fo neceſſary to your State 3 
by inſinuating to you, that that Place. was not. fo. 
good as I did repreſent it: And that the reaſon. 
why I commended ir ſo mach, was, becauſe I 
was 'very glad to oblige the Houſe of HMatignon, 


ito which my Son is matched : ; Who bavying thelr, 
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E.ftates hard by there, would find their] Accounts 
:'1 It. Beſides, that the Lieutenancy of that 
Coumtry under the King being in their Hands, 
i: was alſo an augmentation of Truſt to them, 

To ſee how one poiſons things, when ons hath 
:he leaſt mind to find fault with them! |Yet how. 
--c7 the Conſequence is ſometimes dangerous, as 
| 2 ceave it to your Majeſty to judge. But it 
is :):ificult for a great King, who does not ſee 
a>undance of things, but by the eyes of others, 
to defend himſelf from the Artifices of thoſe, who 
have a mind to deceive him. Eſpecially, when 
they put before them ſome Services, which make 
it to be believed that their intention is good. [| 
know only one way that there 1s to diſpatch an 
Aﬀair in ſuch a caſe; which is, that a Prince 
ought neither to truſt to the one, nor the other, 
He ought to examine the thing himſelf; and to 
go rather upon the place, than to miſs of a good 
opportunity by too much Credulity. For as for 
depending upon a third perſon, there is a thou- 
ſand inconveniences again that way. There are 
hardly any, who do not hold by a Miniſter, upon 
ſome account or other: And if it is not ſo, as 
there is an Example to be given of it in - your 
Courr, where there are two or three perſons 
who have never conſented to buckle under the 
Anthority of the %arquis of Zozvors; yer ſtill ir 
iscertain, that they have a ſecret jealouhe in their 
hearts, which is even capable to work the ſame 
cfieft as is apprehended otherwiſe, 

However Ir. is, your Majeſty, whoſe Prudence 
is ſo far from linking in a Reverſe of Fortune, 
that it. ſeems to reſume thereupon a new force, 
not being concerncd in any manner at the altera- 
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tion of his Britannick Majeſty, made uſe thereof 
quiteon the contrary to geta Peace the ſooner diſ- 
patched with the Darch. You created them ſo 
much jealouſie, that they ſent word to their Em- 
baſſadors to clear away all the difficulties, which 
preſented themſelves to a Peace. 

in the mean time, your Majeſty knowing that 
the way to bring them to deſire it ſtill more, was, 
to render your ſelf formidable by New Con- 
queſts, you beſieged the City of Gard; which 
made a leſler reſiſtancegto you, than the others : 
Becauſe you underſtood fo well, how to lull aſleep 
the Enemy by a Feint which you made, that your 
mind was upon other places, that it was taken al- 
moſt aſſoon as they knew, that it was that, which 
you really had a mind to. You made your ſelf 
afterwards the Maſter of Ypres ; as alſo of the 
Fort of Lewen, which was believed, if one may 
ſo ſay, to be impregnable : the Sicuation of it is 
advantageous : But yet it was taken by Scalado, 
one fine Night, by the Garriſon of Maeftrichr. 

All this Progreſs ought,according to all appea- 
rance, to have given the Spaniards the ſame ſenti- 
ments of Peace, as it did to the Hollanders. But 
obſerving, that what had been done in England, 
had already obliged you to abandon Meſſina; and 
inferring from thence, that the Alliance which 
they had with that Crown, would work alſo as 
well other Miracles in their favour, they en- 
deavoured to divert them from their reſolution. 
However, your Majeſty ſurmounted all thoſe ob- 
ſtacles, by a Policy, which will be admired by all 
Poſterity- So that you concluded a Peace be- 
twixt Hand and You: But before the Prince of 


Or.nge was informed of it, be beticycd, that is 
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he attacked'your Army, which then blocked up 
Mons, and ſhiould get ſome advantages of @, he 
ſhould hinder the Concluſion of the Treaty. So 
that coming up to fall upon your Troops, the 
Duke of Luxembourgh who had already under- 
ſtood that the Peace was concluded, and who 
imagined that the Prince of Orange knew it too, 
depending thereupon, did not put himſeif upon 
the defence, and kept himſelf ſo little upon bis 
guard, that He and the /ntendant were like to have 
been both taken. - | 

The Spaniards were fo happy after this, as to 
come to an agreement with your Majeſty, as like- 
wiſe the Emperor z and there remained only be- 
ſides, the Princes of the North, who bad a diffi- 
culty to perſwade themſelves to reſtore to the 
King of Sweden the Conqueſts which they had 
made upon him. Your Majeſty obliged them 
however to it by the Treaties which you pro- 
ceeded to Sign ; in conſideration whereof you re- 
ſtored Maeſtricht to the Dutch, and ſeveral other 
Places to the Spaniards ; from whom you had but 
Jaſt then again taken Puyceraa. Prince Charles of 
Lorrain, who was come'again into Germany this 
Year, but had not made any better a Campaigne 
than in the precedent ; becauſe the Mareſchal de 
Crequi had defeated the deſign which he had had 
of retaking of Fribowrgh, and had beaten a part 
of his Troops in the plain of Rhifield, taken Se- 
tinghem, Offembourgh, and the Fort of Xel!, burnt 
the Bridge of Strarzbowrgh, and done ſeveral other 
Exploits, which had made him to paſs for ano- 
ther Turenne in that Conntry 3- the Prince of 
Lorrain, 1 ſay, was included in the Treaty with 
the Emperour; and your Majelty was obliged to 
reſtore 
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reſtore his Country to him under certain Condi- 
tions,, But he found thoſe to be 1o herd, that ra- 
ther than ſubmit himſelf to them, he chole to res 
treat to the Emperour, whoſe Siſter he had mar- 
ried in the beginning of the Winter. 


CHAP. VL 


An Account of what paſſed from the Treaty 
of Nimmeghen, 7o the Zear 1684. 


Our Majeſty not having ally thing more upon 
your hands, than the War of the North, for 
which the Emperour was bound to give you a Paſ- 
ſage, you commanded your Army on that ſide to 
march, aſſoon as the Mareſchal de Crequi, who 
commanded it, ſaw, that a certain Truce, which 
your Majeſty had made with your Enemies, was 
expired. He drew near to the Weſer, where 
Spaen, the General of the Troops of the Marqueſs 
of Brandenbourgh, pur himſelf in a forwardnelſs to 
diſpute the Paſſage with him. But your Army 
which had paſſed the Rhine very well in the ſight 
of your Enemies, having again very well paſled 
that River alſo under the Noſe of Spaer, that Ele- 
tor and his Allies perceived evidently, that it 
would be a Temerity in them to pretend to com- 
pare their Forces againſt yours. So that you be- 
ing the Maſter to make ſuch a Treaty, as you 
ſhould judge convenient, you reſtorcd the King 
of Sweden unto the Places which he had loſt ; a- 
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conſequence, than thoſe that I have mentioned 
here before. | 
' The Peace being in this manner reftored 
to Exrope, the King of Spain ſent the Mar- 
queſs de los Balbaſes to your Majeſty, to defire of 
you the Daughter of the Duke, your Brother, 
in Marriage. This Princeſs, who would have been 
much more glad to have married the Dauphin, ſhed 
a great many tears at this news. But your Maje- 
ſty, without ſtopping . at that, nominated the 
Chancellour, the Duke de Villeroy, Monitieur de Pom- 
poze and me, to manage that Aﬀair with that Em- 
baſladour. One could not in the mean time conſo- 
late that Princeſs. Fowever your Majeſty thinking 
that 1t was impoſlible for you to find out a more 
advantageous March, ſigned the Contract of her 
Marriage, without ſo much as reflefting, whether 
it was to her liking or no. After this, ſhe was 
neceſſarily to part from France, and from your 
Majeſty : which ſhe did with ſuch a Torrent of 
cears, as raiſed a Compaſſion in all rhe Court, 
She continued in this manner crying, all the road 
as ſhe went; although the Prince 4* Harcourt and 
his Wife, who had the Conduct of her, repre- 
ſented to her the prejudice, that this would do 
her at the Court of Spa;n: Where ſhe would find 
Perſons ſufficiently diſpoſed to miſchief her, with- 
out giving them heſides an advantage over her. But 
her affliction was ſo great, that ſhe was incapable 
of advice; and 1t was ſajd at that time, as if it 
had been known what hath happened to her 
{ince, that It was, becauſe ſhe had a ſecret appre- 
henſion of it her ſelf. | | 
| had prayed your Majeſty to beſtow this em- 
Pwy upcn the Prince and Princels of —_— 
who 
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who indeed ſtogd in need of your Majeſty's kind- 
neſs to them 3 becauſe he had a Father, who did 
ſcarce nothing for him ; and who lead ſo ſtrange 
a life, that I was obliged to ſpeak of it to your 
Majeſty. He entertained a Woman, of whom 
there was a report, that ſhe had cauſed her Uncle 
to be drowned, for finding fault with her debau- 
chery. Now as your Majeſty cannot ſuffer ſach 
diſorders as thoſe, you commanded me to ſend to 
Harcourt, an Exempt of your Guards, to bring in- 
to Priſon that Woman, who was ſuſpeted to 
have had a Hand in the misfortune of her Uncle. 
But he had ordered her to eſcape into England ; 
ſo that the Exempt came back with having only 
ſought for her to no purpoſe. 

This was a fine 4demento to his Son, to be wi- 
ſer. But whatever example we have before us, it 
many times does us no good, if we have not in 
our own ſelves the diſpoſitions to make an advan- 
tage of it. This Prince who had married a La- 
dy, who was very handſome, very diſcreet, and 
very virtuous, became out of conceit with her to 
ſuch a degree, that he could ſcarce endure her. 
His Conduct was altogether as lamentable, 1n his 
other Afﬀairs : Inſomuch, that through his own 
fault, he miſſed of the fineſt Fortune, that he poſ- 
ſibly could ever hope for. The Houſe of Gui/c 
was extinct by the Death of the laſt Duke of that 
Name; who was the Son of a Daughter of the 
Duke of Orleans, your Uncle. Aademoiſelle de 
Guiſe, who was the Heireſs to it, was an ancient 
Lady, who had never been married : and having 
an HoneFF Heart with her, ſhe thought of reviving 
her Houſe. She caſt her eyes upon the Prince of 
Harcourt ; of whom one of her Friends, but who 
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was yet more a Friend to that Prince, had given 
to her an advantageous Character. So ſhe made 
a Sale to him of the Dutchy of Gaiſe : which is 
worth forty thouſand Crowns Rent, and ſome 0- 
ther effects. In the mean time, as he was not in 
a Condition to pay the Price, ſhe acquitted him 
of one Million of it. But he inſtead of having a 
gratitude for the Perſon, who had procured him 
fo great an Eſtate, began to pretend to ruine him 
with that Princeſs: To whom he made a thouſand 
flanders of him ; infomutch, that ſhe judging of his 
diſpoſition by that pattern, broke in every thing, 
that ſhe had done with him, by a faculty which 
by her Contra was reſerved to her. To ſee 
how ſometimes a ſingle chance comes to us, atid 
we make ovr ſelves nnworthy of it by our ill Con- 
duft ! Upon which | ought to ſay to your Ma- 
jeſty,._ that this is not the way which you deſcribe 
to the Duke of Maine : To whom you preach no- 
thing, but the Gratitude that he ought to have 
for alike Goodneſs, which Mademoiſelle de HMont- 
penſier hath had for him : Becauſe fhe hath given 
him the Principality of Dombes, and the County 
Dex, two Eſtates as conſiderable as any in France ; 
and whereof one alone hath coſt her ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns. Therefore of a!l the 
faults, which a Man can have, there is none that 
is greater than ingrazitude : and if it is one which 
is not even ſupporrtable in the Perſon of a private 
Man, it .is ſtill much leſs fo in that of a Prince : 
whoſe Soul ought to be full of generoſity, and al- 
ways diſpoſed to do good. 

.Your Majeſty, whoſe Power was augmented 
coniiderably by the advantageous Peace which you 
had made, recommenced within your Kingdom a 
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New War, which you had ſuſpended out of ne- 
cellity. The ConjunCture had required, that you 
ſhould give ſome repoſe to the HZuguenors; of 
whom you had refolved long fince to purge your 
Kingdom. You ſet your hand againto that work, 
by taking from them the Chambres of the Edi, 
which were eſtabliſhed in the Parliaments of Tho- 
louſe, Bourdeaux, and Grenoble. And the great re- 
putation, in which you were, permitting you to 
undertake things which you had not dared to 
think upon before, you cauſed 74aſs to be cele- 
brated at Geneva : which had not been done ever 
ſince the Year 1535. that the Prieſts were driven 
away from thence. 

Thus there are certain times which are more 
proper than others, for the ſucceſs of what one 
undertakes : and it is in the choice, which a Prince 
knows how to make of thoſe, that one muſt ad- 
mire his prudence. He would really do but ull to 
pretend, that every thing ſhould yield co his will, 
before he hath rendred his name famous by his 
great Aftions : and he muſt needs know, that his 
reputation will ſerve him ſometimes in ſtead more 
than even his Forces can. 

The Neutrality, which the Duke of Bavaria 
had obſerved, during 3all the conrſe of the War, 
had been purchaſed with good Re:dy Money by 
your Majeſty : who beſides that, had promiſed 
ro him and to the Dutcheſs his Wife, that the 
Dauphin ſhould marry their Daughter. Now as a 
Prince 1s to look well ro his word, before he paſ- 
ſeth it, becauſe he ought never to fail in it; you 
bad examined, whether thar Match would be for 
your purpoſe, and whether that Princeſs did me- 
7it by the qualities of her Perſon to poſſeſs fuch a 
plate 
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place as this. But yet you had diſcovered no- 
thing concerning her, which ſhould not induce 
you to deſire her Alliance : A good Education, a 
great deal of Wit, and to all appearance a great 
reſpeC& for your Perſon, and for the Dauphin : fo 
that this Young Prince being already upon his 
nineteenth Year, you reſolved not to delay any 
longer to marry him. You ſent into Bavaria my 
Brother, who had been one of your Plenipotentia- 
ries at Nimmeghen, to conclude this Aﬀair : and 
you had ſuch an impatience to know, that he had 
removed ſome difficulties, which preſented them- 
ſelves to it, upon the occaſion that the Father 
and the Mother of that Princeſs were dead that 
you ordered him to diſpatch Couriers to you, from 
moment to moment. He, whom he had ſent to 
you to give you the Advice, that he had ſigned 
the ContraCt of the Marriage, in execution of the 
orders which you had delivered to him, did not 
quit his Horſe, till he was come to the Houſe of 
Monſieur de Powpone, the Secretary of State for 
the Forreign Aﬀairs. Your Majeſty had conferred 
that office upon him, at a time, when he the leaſt 
dreamt of it. And he was obliged for it to Mon- 
ſteur le Tellier ; who fearing that your Majeſty 
ſhould gratifie therewith either the Cardinal de 
Bonzi, or the Preſident of 7eſmes, who both of 
them ſtood for it, and that their merit would ob- 
ſcure that of his Son who was not as yet in his 
Brillant, imployed in the behalf of Monſizur 4e 
Pompone all the Power, which he had upon the 
mind of your Majeſty. After this, the Marguis 
of Louvows had had it in his thoughts to unite it 
to his Employ : Repreſenting to your Majeſty, 
that the funCftions thereof were to be attributed 
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to him + and that the ſecrets of the War and of 
the Foreign Afﬀairs ought not to be, but in the 
hands of one Perſon only. 

Your Majeſty had the goodneſs to communi- 
cate that which had paſled to me. Upon which 
I took the liberty to ſay to you, that the Mar- 
quis of Lowvojs bad done unhandiomely to diſco- 
ver {o much Ambition : That the Requeſt, which 
he made to you, ſignified an itch of commanding 
over others ; which would be a matter of fear to 
another Monarch, than you: That in (ſhort he 
gave one an occaſion to think by his condu&t, that 
he would never be contented, until you had ſet 
your Crown upon his head. But that if 1 was in 
your place, | ſhould make him ſuch an anſwer, 
that he ſhould recolleC&t himſelf ſo well, as never 
to offer the like requeſt to me again. 

This was the poſture, in which things ſtood, 
«hen my Brother ſent to me a Copy of the ſame 
News, which he had ſent to your Majeſty : but 
which Monſieur de Pompone had not as yet acquain- 
ted you with, becauſe he was gone to his Houſe 
in the Conntry, where he was a building. I com- 
plemented your Majeſty upon it ; not thinking 
to tell you any new thing. But you ſaid to me, 
that Monſieur de Pompone had not as yet ſpoken 
to you of it, and that you did wonder at it. When 
Monſteur de Pompone was returaed, and ſought 
how to repair the fault that he had committed, 
your Majeſty told him, that he might go back a- 
gain to his Houſe, ſince he had ſo much buſineſs 
there; and that you ſhould pur another into his 
place, who would have more care to do his duty. 
You ſent to call me art the ſame time ; and told 
me, that you gave Che place to my Brother : for 
which 
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which after having paid my thanks, 1 diſpatched 
2 Courier to Adunickto inform him with that good 
News. | 

 Tknow very well, that this Aﬀair hath been 


in another manner repreſented in the World ; 


and that they ſaid, that by an Underſtanding 
with my Brother 1 had received a Courier be- 
fore Monſieur de Pompore : And that we two had 
plaid him this Trick to get his Place., But 1 will 
enly deſire your Majeſty to be my Witneſs : And 
you know the beſt of any perſon every thing that 
there iSin it, 

This was a freſh occaſion of Jealouice for the 
Marquis of Lowvois, the Grace which your 
Majeſty had now ſhown to me. But not daring 
fo ſuffer it to break out, he ſuſpended all the 
motions of it , till a favourable opportunity : 
which preſented it ſelf quickly, or ar leaſt he 


chought it ſuch z becauſe he did not fail upon 


it to ſpeak to your Majeſty againſt me. You 


went on continually with the Works at Yer ſailtes ; 


or rather yon had commanded it to be done over 
again all anew : Becauſe you had ordered it to be 
pulled down already twice, to follow a new 
Deſign which had been given you. In the mean 
time, although in a new Building it is not uſual 
to ſee a Floor to fink, there was one there which 


failed, which gave an Alarm to all the Court ; 


who immediately imagined they were all loſt. 
Monſieur de Louvois made a greater noiſe of it 
than the others; and 1 underſtood that he had 
endeavoured to infinuate to your Majeſty, that 
it was certain,that | bad miſcarried in my Office of 
Surintendant of the Buildings: And that if | was not in' 


an ilnderſtanding with the Architects, it, was - 
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impoſlible that your Majeſty ſhould be fo ill ſer- 
ved. You did me the Juſtice to believe nothing 
of it 3 and withal you had the goodneis to tell me 
nothing neither of this ſlander. But as I was 
adyertiſed by a good hand of the Diſcourſe, 
which he had held you with, 1 gave him the tura 
preſently ; by remonſtrating tv (your Majeſty, 
That if there needed no more to prove the diſho- 
neſty of him, who had the inſpcCtion aver 
others, than to (ſhow how UII thoſe acyuitted 
themſelves of their Duty, the Marquis oi Low 
vois was however more culpable than 1. He, 
who had had the ordering of a thouſand bad Fortifi- 
cations, which he cauſed to be taken to pieces 
again upon ſome ſpecious pretences, as ſoon 
almoſt as they were finiſhed : That this was the 
reaſon, that one ſaw ſo. much doing and urdiing 
in your Towns of War, without ores being able 
to divine the neceſſity for it: And at icalt the 
ſame thing had not had happen'd ro me, but 
that your Majeſty had commanded me it: That 
I appealed bug only to you to witneſs, whether 
ever I had propoſed to you, of my own head, 
to order any thing to be demoliſhed : That fur- 
thermore I agreed as to the Knavery of the Archi- 
tects :; But I intended: to oblige them at their 
own Charge to rebuild all anew not only the 
part which had failed, but whatever elſe ſhould 
be found ſtill to be defeive : Ard ir would be 
to be wiſhed, for the good of your Majeſty, that 
he alſo did order the ſame thing to be done to alt 
the Places, where he found faults: That amongſt 
others at Tournay the Ingineers had never doge 
any thing that was Good : That they had made 
a Foſſe larger by a great deal than was convenient ; 

Bur 
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But as he proteCted them, he had found no fault 
with their Work, till ſuch time as your Majeſty 
had ſpoken to him of it your ſelf - That again 
inſtead of applying the remedy to it, as was ne- 
ceſſary, he had covered the firſt fault with a 
ſecond, which was worſe : That he had cauſed 
a falſe Bray to' be made in the Foſſe ; which ren- 
dred that work fo defective, that unleſs it was 
done over again intirely, the Place would never 
be worth any thing. My Brother, to whom you 
tave given the Government of it, and who under- 
ſtands better than I theſe fort of things, told 
you this, as I have endeavour'd to do here. 
From whence it is to be inferred, thatiflam in 
fault npon the Account of what | was ſpeaking of 
juſt now, that Miniſter is ſtil] more ſo than me 
He, who believes that he knows more than Mon- 
fieur de Vaubar , and than the beſt Engineers of 
Europe. 

In the mean time, every thing which was to 
precede the Marriage of the Dauphin being con- 
cluded, your Majeſty ſent to Munick the Dukt 
de Crequi, the firſt Gentleman of your Chamber, 
to carry the Nuptial Preſents to the Princeſs of 
Bavaria, They were worthy of the Magnih- 
cence of your Majeſty : And having dazzled all 
the Court of her Brother, that Prince to whom 
the Dauphin had ſent his depntation, married her 
in that Quality. She parted afterward3 to re- 
pair to France; and being arrived at Schleſtaat, 
ſhe met therethe Duke and the Dutcheſs of Riche- 
lieu, to whom your Majeſty had given the firſt 
Offices of your Houſhold. She received their 
reſpets in a manner which was ſo proyd. and ſo 


haughty, that the Dugcheſs of Richelies ſent mt 
word 
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word the ſame day, that if ſhe had known what 
ſhe had juſt then ſeen, ſh ſhould have begged your 
Majeſty to have left her, where ſhe was before, 
with the Queen your Conſort, All the Court 
was inthe mean time ſq filled with an eſteem for 
this Princeſs, and your Majeſty the firſt of all, 
that I durſt not tell you, what had been written 


to me concerning og $45 hte, that it was 
convenient to wait till you ſhokld fee her your 
ſelf - Which was to come quickly, becauſe you 
had already fixed the day, when you were tv ſet 
out to go to receive her into Champagne, You 
went nigh upon fifty Leagues to do this, together 
with the Queen your Conſort. Burt 1 do nor 


know whether you accounted your ſelf well paid 
for your pains : Becauſe ig is impoſlible, but you 
ſhould remark in that Princeſs, the Pride which 
Madam de Richliex had given me notice of. For my 
part, [I perceived it but too well, when | had the 
honour to pay my .Reverences to her. Scarce 
hearkned ſhe to the afſyrances which I gaye her 
of my reſpe(t - At which I ſhould have been. 
troubled infallibly, if 1. could haye ſeen that ſhe 
had any better treajed the Marquis of Lowvojs, 
But I was a witneſs my ſelf of the coldneſs, with 
which ſhe received him : And, having. uſed the 
fame to all the Perſons of Quality, Your Majeſty, 
whoſe prudence is admirable in all things, put your 
ſelf ſome days after upon the Praiſes of the, 
Queen your Conſort - and faid it in the Preſence 
of this Princeſs, that ſhe had ſo fully gained the 
Love of the French, by her Courteſie and her 
Sweetneſs, that yau believed that they loved her 
£7en more than your ſelf did. 
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The Dauphineſs, wha, had Wit, ſaw very 
well , that this Diſcourſe was made for her. 
But as it is Cifficult to reform what comes to us 
by Nature, ſhe could never hit that affable and 
gracieux Air, which gains the hearts of our Na- 
tion 3 and which they make a greater account of 
a thonſand times of than any other thing, 

This Marriag had been preceded by 
that of Mademo:ſelede Blois,a Princeſs of greatBeau- 
ty, and npon whoſe Merit I ſhould enlarge my 
ſelf very much, if it was not that it might be ſaid, 
that I would by that means give a Commenda- 
tion to my Wife, whom your Majeſty had char- 
ged wirh the Care of her Education. She had 
married the Prince of Conri, the Son of him, that 
| have ſpoken of before; and who was dead 
fince the! Year 1666. poſleſſed of the Government 
of Languedoc. This Government was afterwards 
enjoyed by the Duke de Yerneml, who was very 


old : ſothat this young Prince boping, that after 


his Death your Majeſty would gratite him with 
it, he kept himſelf to his Duty as to you ; but 
ſtrayed nevertheleſs a little, from what he was 
owing to the Princeſs his Wife, I took the li- 
berty to ſp:ak my Opinion of it to him : And 1 
did it by the order of your Majeſty ; who thought, 
that he ought to make more Account of a Prin- 
ceſs, who was ſo handſome, and whoſe Wit was 
anſwerable to her Beauty. But the ill Company, 
that he kept, rendering him deaf to every thing 
that I could fay to him, he diſpleaſed ſo very 
much your Majeſty, that when Monſieur de Yer- 
neuil came to die, you gave his Government to 


the Duke of Maine, 
This 
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This lets us ſee, that when one is in a Corfrr, 
which governs it ſelf by Virtue, one mplſt be 
virtuous too abſolutely to pretend unto Rewards, 
$9 that one is never to reckgn upon the Great- 
neſs of his Birth, nor upan the protection which 
one ought to have naturally : For the ane and 
the other is of no conſideration + before a Mo- 
narch, who regulates all his Actions, as your 
Majeſty does, upon the foot of Merit and Ju- 
ſtice, And in ſuch a Court as yours is, a Perſon 
of a great Birth, who does not diſcharge his Du- 
ty, is even more unhappy than another ; becauſe 
he is the nearer obſerved. Your Majeſty will 
know eyery thing that he does; and what he 1s 
capable of : And it is from thence, that we ee 
ſome, of whom you make no account at al}, al- 
though the rank, which they are of in your King-, 
dom, ought to procure them another Figure, than 
that which they make at preſent there. But it is a 
difficult thing to be young and tobe wi/c,at the ſame 
time - And when the Prince, thar I ſpeak of, 
ſhall have attained unto a riper age, I engage to 
= Majeſty, that you will have all reaſon to 

pleaſed with him. There is ſcarce any body, 
who is exempt from the faults of Youth : And 
the late Prince of Conti,who dyed likea Saint,made 
a great many more of thoſe than his Son. 1t is an 
Evil; which is without a remedy : And if I mighe 
* Gare to give of it an Example to your Majelity 
in my Family, I ſhould beſeech you to caſt your 
eyes upon my Son : Whom I have been obliged 
to uſe il] many times, without being able ever to 
compaſs my end of him. It hath been nothing 
but time, that hath had the power to change 
him : Infomuch that he would haye wearied out 
2 my 
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my Patience, if I could not have had That to 
_ » till his Underſtanding had ripened it 
elf. 

It was in this Year, that Monſteur Foaquer 
dyed at P:gnerol: Whom your Majeſty had con- 
demned to a perpetual Impriſonment, in Ex. 
change for the Baniſhment, which he was to ſuf- 
ter by his Sentence. He ſupported his Diſgrace 
with a Conſtancy, which one could never have 
expected from a Man, who amidſt the important 
Afﬀeairs, which he was charged with, interwove 
all the Pleaſures; or to ſpeak more properly, 
all the Debaucheries of Youth. But God gave bim 
the Grace to recolleCt himſelf, and to dye like a 
good Chriſtian. From whence weare to conclude, 
That He kzows better than our ſelves what is pro- 
per for us: And that we underſtand not what 
we do, when we murmur againſt his Providence. 
In reality, one is loſt more often in Proſperity 
thanin Afﬀiftion: Only Aatzre is fo corrupr, 
that it would have it, that the way to Heaven 
ſhould be ſtrewed with Flowers, inſtead of the 
Thorns which are met with there. 

The Peace was become already a burden to 
the Marquis of Lowvozs ; although it had been ſo 
little a time ſince one was entred into It, that 
one had not as yet had the opportunity to reap 
the Fruit thereof. He counſelled your Majeſty 
ro lay under your Obedience the Cities of Srratz- 
bowrgh and Cajal : And as he knew that thoſe two 
Enterpriſes would put all Exrope again in Arms, 
he ſent thither npon the Places, Perſons,who were 
Truſty Friends to him, and to whom he gave 
large Letters'of Exchange, with the Deſign, hat 
they {ould aCt fecrerly, and that by the —_ 
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of money ſhould fucceed in their Negotia- 
tions. | 
Whileſt this was a paſſing, Your Majeſty, who 
was ill ſatisfied with the. Barbariazs of Tripol, 
ſent againſt. them your Fleer, under the Com- 
mand of Monſieur 4% Queſne, who was another 
Ruyter. Eight of their Veſſels not being able to 
regain the Port, from whence they were. come 
out, retired into that of Chio : Where they be- 
lieved themſelves in ſafety., upon the account 
that that Iſland is under the proteCtion. of. the 
Grand Seignior, with whom they flattered. them- 
ſelves, that your Majeſty would never..go to 
quarrel in a Frolick. But ds Qzeſne conſidering, 
that by the Treaty of Commerce which you had 
made with him, he was not to give a Retreat to 
thoſe Corſajres, he went thither to attack them, 
and he Maul'd them with Common: ſhot. This 
bold ſtroke made work for the Ambaſſador, which 
you had at the Port: Who yas very il] treated 
there; andthe thing would have gone -much far- 
ther, if he had not appeaſed the Choler of the 
Grand Seignior, by ſome conliderable Preſents. 
It was a very hard thing for you to conform tothis, 
But yet it was convenient for you to do it, when 
you came to conſider, that the remoteneſs 
of your States put you out of a Capacity to make 
him to feel your Puiſſance: And that beſides, if 
you did'not go to meet thoſe Meraces which he 
made to you, you would be ready to loſe the 
Advantages which you gained by the Commerce 
that you, drove in the LZevazre, Thus a 
Prince, juſt as a private Man, is obliged to 
look to his Intereſts : Which sre ſometimes of 
ſuch a Conſideration to him, that he thinks 
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it his prudence to diſſemble a great many 
things. | 

In the mean time, the Negotiations touchin 
Stratsbourgh and Caſal had all the Succeſs which 
the Marquis of Zouwois had dared to hope fot. 
Thoſe two important Places fel] ander your O. 
bedience without a blow. But” although that | 
they avgmented your power to a degree, that it 
ſeemed as if yon Would make now all Ewvope 
tremble; yet I know not, whether | may dare to 
congratulate your Majeſty upon it : Becanſe | 
think that this hath wrought the effect which 1 
have remembered you of ſometime before, wheh 
J reported to youthe Anſwer which the Envoy of 
Spain made to that Miniſter. I ſee really, that a 
ſtroke ſo Hardy hath awakened all thoſe who art 
jealons of your Glory : And that if ever they 
meet with an occaſion to ſhow you their ill will, 
they will embrace it with pleaſure, | 
' Du Qweſne, after having performed at Chio 
the Exploit which 1 have juſt cow mentioned 
rendred himſelf again ſo formidable 'to thoſe of 
Tripoli, that he obliged them to ask a Pete of 
your Majeſty. He chaſtiſed the Year following 
the Algerites : Whoſe City he bombarged; and 
having made it to be known to all the Barbarians 
of that Coaſt, what your Power - was, the King 
of Morocco and Fez, ſent Ambaſſadors to you, to 
he received into the number of your Friends. 
You held a Treaty with them, by which your 
People fonnd themſelves in a very good Condi- 
tion ; And they began to drive ſnch a Commerce 
in the Levarr, as gave a jealouſie to all the other 
Nations. Is I. 
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This could not paſs amongſt all the Politicians, 
but for a conſequence of that great prudence, 
which they had always obſerved in your Majeſty : 
Yet it was difficult for them to comprehend, how 
it came to pal, that you ſhould give too much be. 
lief to the flatterers, who: began to embroil you 
with the Pope, 

The noiſe commenced upon fo little a thing, 
that to ſpeak freely of it, the matter was not 
worth the pains about it. The Dutcheſs of Or. 
leans, your Aunt, whole Marriage the Cardinal of 
Richlien had conteſted as long as he did Iive, and 
which had not been ever approved of but under 
your Reign, having made a Vow to eſt2bliſh a Re- 
ligious Houſe in the Kingdom, if ſhe could get 
our of that Afﬀair to her Honour, acquitted her 
{elf thereof by a Foundation, which ſhe made at 
Charonne. She ſent for the Young Ladies of her 
Country to come to it, who ſettled them'elves 
there, by virtue of a Bull of the Pope ;z and who 
eleted amongſt them a Swperiouwr Mother, who 
wasto be for three Years. The firſt and the laſt 
that they had choſen, was ſtill the ſame Perſon : 
becauſe the Dutcheſs having given her affeAtion to 
one of thefe Young Maids, the others preferred 
her, and continued her to her Death, believing 
that they obliged that Princeſs by it. 

Shedyed in 1673. Andas my Wife went ſome- 
times to that Houſe, where ſhe had never ſeen 
any other S»periour than Her ; ſhe ſpoke to me to 
beg of your Majeſty her place, for one of our Re- 
lations, You granted me it the ſame momenr, 
without entring into the diſcuſſion , any more 
than i, whether the nomination did belong to you. 


But this Nan found a difficulty to her Reception 
T 4 epca 
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upon the occaſion, that thoſe Maids deſired to pre; 
ſerve to themſelves the righr of elefting their S4; 
periour : and Yarity, which reigns more in Con- 
vents than in the World, ſuggeſted to them, that 
It was for their intereſt to do ſo: Becauſe they 
might all hope ſo to arrive one after another'to 
the ſame dignity. In the mean time the Perſon, 
which your Majeſty had given to them, appearing 
to be of a ſuitable temper for them, and of a 
goodneſs, ſuch as they ſhould not find perhaps ea- 


ſily in another, they conſented at laſt to receive 


her, ſo as not to do a prejudice nevertheleſs to 
their rights. EEE, - a 
' This good Nun, not having lived above three 
Years in their Houſe, the Marquis of Louvoss as- 
ked, for a Perſon who was recommended to him, 
her place of your Majeſty : who ordered him to 
expedite the Brevet for it. But her temper, which 
was very different from that of the deceaſed, ha- 
ving raiſed a fright in thele Nuns at her, it was 
convenient to ſerve your felf of all your Autho- 
Tity, and of all that of the Archbiſhop of Pars, 
to inſtal her in their Honſe. In the mean time the 
Pope not only refuſed -to her the Bulls, but ſent 
Alt a Brief to theſe Nuns, to eleCt themſelves a- 
nother Superiour : at which the Archbiſhop being 
nettled, he adviſed your Majeſty to' order the 
Bull to be caſſated by the Parkament, This Body, 
which is always ready to exterd its authority be- 
yond the lawful bounds, paſſed an Arreſt preſent- 
ly, in conformity to what the Archbiſhop deſi- 
red. The Pope thundered againſt that Arreſt : 
and the thing growing hotter every day more and 
more, the Parliament. publiſhed another Arreſt, 
by which theſe Nuns were condemned to quit theie 
| Houie 
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Houſe; and it was executed upon them accor- 
dingly with a ſurpriſing rigour. 'The pretence 
that they took to paſs this judgment, was, that 
their Houſe was indebted almoſt as much as it 
was worth; and that therefore it was convenient 
to hinder, that neceſſity (hould not oblige them to 
cheat all the World. 

' There had already happened almoſt the: ſame 
thing at the Abbey of Lonchamp: where in ſpite 
of the Pope, the Duke de la Fenillade had inten- 
ded to cauſe one of his Siſters to be received for 
Abbeſs. Butat length your Majeſty, after having 
viewed the Titles of that Houſe, by which it ap- 


peared, that the Kings your Predeceſlors have . 


accorded to it a right to chuſe it ſelf a Superiour, 
you left them to enjoy it,. without puſhing things 
further. 

The Pope was in a great vexation at that,which 
was fallen out at Charonne : and in another time, 
he would not have wanted any thing more, to pur 


him upon undertaking to create a diſturbance in 


the Kingdom of your Majeſty, 'But the Splen- 
dour, in which you were, giving him to appre- 
hend, that things would bur turn againſt him, - he 
diſſembled his reſentments; reſolving fully never- 
theleſs, to have them to break out, in time and 
place. 

The Archbiſhop of Pars, againſt whom he was 
very much incenſed, inſtead of ſeeking to ſweeten 
him, ſharpened him the more ſtil] by a thing, 
which they look upon at Rome as a dreadful en- 
croachment upon the Aurhority of the Holy See: 
but to which they give another name at Pars, and 
in the reſt of your Kingdom. The Nuxcio of the 
Pope being fallen ſick in the Fauxbourg Sr. Germain, 
4 "where 
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where he dwelt, inſtead of having recourſe to his 
Pariſh Prieſt to adminiſter the Sacraments to him . 
he ordered a Monk. to come, who confelled him, 
and gave him the YViaticum, The Archbiſhop made 
work with this Afork, and with his Convent, for 
going thither without his permiſſion : and the 
Nuncio coming to die, it was believed one while, 
that he would hinder. him from being buried in 
Holy Ground: fo far it was, that he carried the 
fault, which he had done, in having addreſſed 
himſelf to another than to his PaRow. Ar laſt 
he permitted however, that he (hould be interred 
in the place, which he had choſen for his Sepultare; 
but upon condition, that be ſhould be carried to 
his Pariſh firſt. 

In 1677. There aroſe another difference be- 
twixt his Holineſs and You, You Nominated to 
the vacant Benefices in the Dioceſes of Alert and 
Pamiers, which you claimed to be fallen to you ia 
the Right of the Kega/e, Whereunto.the two Bi- 
ſhops oppoſing themſelves, you ſerved your ſelf 
of the Secular Arm to make your nomination effe- 
&ual. Thoſe two Biſhops, whole lives were ſo 
exemplary, that they were an Exarpple to all the 
Clergy, preſented remonſtrances of this tro your 
Courcil: who,having no regard to them, declared 
themſelves ſo highly for every thing which your 
Majeſty had done, that they were obliged to write 
to the Pope. His Holineſs having laid this Aﬀeaic 
under deliberation in a Conliſtory, expediced a 
Brief to you ; by which he exhorted your Maje- 
ſty to deſiſt from an aCtion, wherein you were en- 
gaged by evil Counſe]l, But the Archbiſbop of 
Parts, who did not love the Court of-Rome, be- 
cauſe that he d:d not find 1t diſpoſed to grant him 
the 


—_— 7 -— a 


az a6 SS 4&4 a avs 


—_ __ mM» —V VER —_— «- "COTE LE. a _ #Wwww@© .qcoa.- 


of Monſieur Colbert. 283 


the Hat of a Cardinal, put it ſo firmly into your 
Majeſty's Head, that this thing was juſt, chat you 
made Anſwer to the Pope, in conformity to his 
advice to you. 

The Pope ſeht another Brief to you t wherein 
he combated the reaſons, which you had niade uſe 
of to deſtroy his. But the Archbiſhop of Pars, 
who was not ſorty to create a Schiſm to puſh 6n 
his Fortune ſtill further than it was, perſwaded 
you to take in hand the Biſhop of Pamiers z whoſe 
Temporals he engaged you to ſeize upon, to the 
end, that neceſſity ſhould oblige him to- ſubmit 
himſelf to every thing/that he defired. Bugs this 
Biſhop, whoſe life was' very much different from 
his, having diminiſhed nothing by that of the 4pv- 
folical Vigour, with which he aſſerted the Rights 
of 'his Church, it irritated him to that degree a- 
eainſt ' him, that he perſwaded your Majeſty to 
order bimto be Arreſted. He believed that af- 
fer that, there would be nothing to oppoſe his 
Pretenſions : and'that the Shepherd being nolog- 
ger able to watch after his Sheep, he would per- 
form-every'thing, that he ſhould wifh himto do-: 
But he found himfelf -ſtil1 further off of his Ac- 
count. The Churchnzn, who were'tmerd into-the 
ſame 'feritiment with their Biſhop, and who had 
been Nominated to fill up the Digmeres of theChap- 
ter, ſerved" themſelves of the Authority, which 
had been Þt into their hands, to'diſppre the ſame 
right, for which their Biſhop had been impriſon« 
ed. The Archbiſhop declared War againft rhe, 
as he had done againſt that Holy Man : and ha- 
ving diſperſed them all by Impriſonment, or by 
Baniſhment ; the Pope, who had again ſent ſeveral 


other Briefs to you, upon which he had received 
| na 
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no more ſatisfaftion than he did upon the firf, 
zo0k 10 145k the Archbiſhop of Tholouſe ; whom the 
Archbiſhop of Paris had cauſed to aGt as Metra. 
poliran, ro make void divers Bricfs, which were 
decreed by the Grand Yitars, who took the fide 
of their Biſhop. At length the thing was pulhed 
on with ſa much heat by the Archbiſhopof Pary, 
that after having brought one of thoſe Grand Y;. 
cars to be condemned to have his Neck cut off, he 
took the Pope in hand in his turn; and counſclled 
your Majeſty to order even his Briefs to be exx- 
mined : wherein he pretended, that there were 
things,which gave 2 blow to your Authority Royal, 
and which were contrary to the liberties of the 
Galzcan Church. 

If your Majeſty had ſent for me to this Council, 
according as you did to that of your Revenue, [ 
fhould have told you my Opinion : which 1s, that 
you will never get any thing by embroiling your 
felf with his Holineſs. But as this Aﬀair was out 
of my Province, you called only thither for- the 
Her of the Trade; who being Parties concer- 
ned, the moſt of them adviled you to things, 
which they'will be hard put to it to acquit-them- 
ſelves of fo-Poſteriry. You convocated' by their 
advice in 1683. an Aſſembly of Prelates to ex 
=_ thoſe Briefs - and there being met together 
the firſt time with the Archbiſhop of. Paru, to 
rhe number of ſeven Archbiſhops and thirty Bi- 
ithops, they eleCfted for their Preſident, the Arch- 
biſhops of Paris and Reims :-rwo very learned 
Men both : but whoſe learning was leſs neceſtary 
upon ſuch an occaſion as this, than in opinions of 
Rehgton. 


The 
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. The others who compoſed that Aſſembly were 
very near of the ſame ſtamp; and ſo devoted to 
the Will of your Majeſty, that if you had been 
willing to have ſubſtituted the Alcoraz to them in 
the place of the Goſpel, they would have joyned 
hands to it immediately. So the thing which 
they were to agitate, was no ſooner propounded 
to them, but the Pope was ſveared, together with 
thoſe, who appeared to be of the ſame ſentimene 
with the Biſhop of Pamiers, This Aſſembly ex- 
tended the right of the Kegale, a great way beyond 
what your Majeſty did pretend to. - And todiſho- 
nour themſelves ſtill the more, they wrote a Let- 
ter to you, in ſo particular a Ityle, that one can 
hardly comprehend, that it was the work of thoſe 
Perſons; amongſt whom there were ſome,that had 
a great deal of Wit. 

But their Complaiſance and their Paſſion toge- 
ther went ſo far, that after this Examez, they pro- 
ceeded to that of the Authority of the Pope : to 
which they affixed the bounds ſo ſtraight, that 
the Vitra-Montanes looked upon that deciſion, as 
the beginning of a Hereſte. The Parliament ne- 
vertheleſs, who for this long time did no more 
than what your Majeſty commanded them, orde- 
red that deciſion to be put into their Regiſters, as 
a fundamental piece of your State. It was like- 
wiſe regiſtred 1n thoſe of the Sorbonne and of the 
Univerſity : whereof ſome members, who appea- 
red to be of a contrary opinion, and upon that 
account had defired that it might be examined, 
were baniſhed from thence by Letters under' the 
£3gnet, | 

Hitherto, your Majeſty hath not indeed recet- 
ved as yet, either good or ill from this Novelty : 
your 
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your Authority being ſo great,that the Pope dares 
not engage with you, But as the more that a 
State is Pujſſant, the more jt is ſubject untorevo. 
lutions, it is to.be feared that he may reſent it 
but too ſagn. The Pope, who hath been con- 
tented till now to defend himſelf with the Pen, 
will employ perhaps the Sword in it, when he 
ſhall ſee accaſion. There were many ways to 
maintain the Rights of your Majeſty, which were 
more ſweet : and if the Archbiſhop of Pars, to 
ſhow his authority to all Fraxce, had reſolved to 
periecute the Biſhops, whoby a boly and an exem- 
plary life were a ſecret reproach to him, becauſe 
his own did not anfwer to his Character, it was 
fit at leaſt that he abſtained from perſecuting the 
Hlcad : But be thought to repair all this, by the 
Counſel which he gave on the other ſide to your 
Majeſty to deſtroy the Hereſie 3 35 if that of Cal- 
vin had been more dangerous, than this which he 
endeavoured to introduce. Indeed, if his deſigns 


ſhould have gone on, he would have opened the 


door to an unhappineſs, which is more confidera- 
ble than that, which arrives from a Seft, that 
one can expect to deſtroy, becauſe one knows 
the Principles upon which it is founded, But it 
is not. the 1ame thing, when one {lights the Head: 
and that which is fallen out in Exg/ard, where we 
ſee at this day an infinite number of Religions m 
the place of the One, which did reign there be- 
fore, is an example againſt which there is nothing 
to urge. | EE 
However it is, the Viftory which the Clergy 
gained over the Hugnenors was famous for the 
great number of the Converſions, which were 
made. But I know not what Poſterity will ſay 
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to this, that the /ztendants of the Provinces em- 

loyed your Dragoons in it. A Maxim which 
id not proceed from you; and which they took 
up aſſuredly from other Tempers, that were 
more filled with violence. Becauſe, -till then, 
you had only made uſe in it of ways which 
were ſweet and adroites; and wherein your uſual 
Prudence was remarkable. You had forbidden them, 
for Example, the Admiſſion into all Offices, as 
well Civil as thoſe of your Houſhold ; And you 
had reduced them by the ſeveral Ordinances which 
you had made, either to' live at their lej- 
ſure, or elſe to ſeek to ſubſiſt either by Trade, or 
by Arms. This had converted fome, who rather 
than to quit their Employs, had choſen to go to 
Maſs. However the number of thoſe was much 
leſs than of the others, who ſuffered themſelves 
to be perſwaded by the Dragoons. It is reckoned 
that in the ſingle Province of Poiraw, they con- 
verted above Five andthirty thouſand. Wheres 
unto the Penſions ſtill helped ; which were pro- 
mifed to a great . many , but were given 
only to thoſe, whom they believed to be in 
a Condition to draw in by their Example ſuch as 
did not ſurrender themſelves as yet to this Miſſion, 
At laſt , as the Intendants knew that your De- 
fign was to exterminate entirely that Religion, 
they employed upon it Fire and Sword; And if one 
gives Credit to the Complaints of many upon that 
SubjeQ,there hath been a great number whom they 
made to undergo ſuch ſevere Torments, without 
being able to vanquiſh their Obſtinacy, that if 
they had been in the Good Way, one might 
very juſtly give to them the Name of Mar- 
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Whilſt this thing was in hand, the Marquis of 
Lowwow made another ſort of a War upon the 
Eſtates of the King of Spain ; which ſuffered 
a thouſand times more from it, than in the time 
that yoo had your Arms in hand againſt him, 
The itch which that Miniſter had to ren- 
der himſelf always: neceſſary to your Majeſty, 
prompted him to.. carry. on the ſame meaſures 
ſtill, which he:had uſed to get the poſleſſion of 
Stratzhourgh and Caſal. The opportunity was 
favourable for him; becauſe the Turk began tg 
employ the Emperor. And this made him, that 
he obſerved neither the Rules of Juſtice , nor 
even thoſe of Decency. He premi/ſed no more 
to it, than only ſome pretences which were not 
ſo much as ſpecious, before he entred into Flan- 
ders; And becauſe it was not willing to ſubmit 
it ſelf to what he demanded of it, he exaCted 
forthwith Contributions, as if one had been in an 
open War. In conſequence of this Hoſtility, he 
did another, which was even a Trouble to thoſe 
who were the moſt in his Intereſts: And this was 
to demand over again the fame Summ which-they 
had but juſt paid to him, upon the failure whereof 
be threatned to Burn Al]. | | 

T he Poor Flemings, who-had thought that they 
were quit with him, paid alſo this Summ, to a- 
void the Treatment with which he 'threatned 
them. But when that was done , this Miniſter 
cauſed their Houſes to be undermined at the foot.; 
and ſtil] he ſqueezed thoſe Wretches as far as to 
the laſt penny : who were made to believe, that 
there was no other way than ſo, to hinder their 
Mouſes from being demoliſhed intirely. But 
when he ſaw that they had no more, he after. a 


cauled 
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cauſed thoſe Houſes to be thrown down, .whereof 
the Materials which were combuſtible were 
burnt oa purpoſe that they ſhould not ſerve a- 
gain. I am perſwaded that your Majeſty hath 
never known this : And all thoſe who have the 
Honour to know you, ſee that your Humour is 
ſo diſtant from theſe forts of Cruelties, that in- 
ſtead of approving of them, you would have pu- 
niſhed them exemplarily. OE 
 Iwill not fay the ſame thing as to what paſſed 
onthe other ſide of the Meuſet Where one ſaw 
that your Army, commanded by the Mareſchal 
de Crequi, ſeized upon ſeveral Poſts depending 
upon the Dutchy of LZuxembourgh, and even 
blocked up that ſtrong place. lt is impoſlible 
that this ſhould be done without the Orders of 
your Majeſty ; who were made to believe by the 
Marquis of Louvor,, that the Spariaras did ſtill a 
great injury to you. It had been 1 do not know 
how many Years, that he had employed, in waſt- 
ing of good Paper, a certain Man of A4ztz whom 
he had rejected in the beginning; but who with 
auch ſaying to him, that he would find out a 
means to put, without a blow, your Majeſty into 
the poſſeſſion of all that there is on this fide of the 
Rhine, had at laſt procured a great deal of acceſs 
to him. | 

| Theway, which this. Man had deviſed; was al- 
together imaginary, For it was to affirm, that 
All that, which had held formerly of the Lands 


' whereof you were now in the poſleſſion, ought to 


hold of the ſame ſtil], However the Marquis ct 
Louvozs finding his Reafons good enough for his 
purpoſe, he ſent, one of the Serjeants of your, 
Parliament of 2/t;4 to ſummon the King of Spair. 
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to render to your Majeſty Fealty and Homage 
for 2 great many things, which he pretended 
ought to be held of you. But His Carholich Ma. 
jeſty finding no reaſon for that Novelty, which 
would, if it had had place, have been more a- 
e2inſt, than for your advantage ; becauſe the Em. 
peror at the ſame time would have pretended, 
that your Kingdom, which hath been heretofore 
one of the dependances of the Roman Empire, 
would be owing in like manner to him Fealty and 
Homage alſo ; the King of Spain, I ſay, laugh- 
ing at this Summons, made no account to appear 
to it: And proteſted againſt whatever ſhould be 
done to the prejudice of his Declaration. The 
Marquis of Zowvoxs, who expected as much, 
cauſed an Arreſt hereupon to be made immediate- 
Iy,by which, upon the default of having not anſwe- 
red to his Summons, it was lawful for you to put 
your {lf into the poſleſſion of the things which 
occaſioned your Proceſs. This was very eaſe 
for you, becauſe you had the power in your hand. 
So you poſleſſed your ſelf of what was for your 
Convemence : And as the appetite, en mangeart, 
_ ſtillcame upon the Marquis of Lowvors, this Ar- 
reſt produced you more advantages, than 
would have been done by a War of Ten 
Years. 

The Complaints which the King of Spain 
made to it, gave an occaſion to the Conferences 
at Courtray, betwixt the Commiſſioners of Your 
Majeſty and His. But as you would not there 
relax your Pretenſions, they ſeparated without 
doing any thing, On his fide, he rather choſe 
that you ſhould take Things by force, than to 


accord them to you by a Treaty. $o yon made 
your 
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your ſelf the Maſter of all the Country from Sedar, 
as far as to the Gates of Zyxembourgh : And you 
blockt up alſo thar place fo cloſe, that the Spa- 
»jards could put nothing intd it. | = 

However you raiſed the -Blockade of it again 
ſome time aſter : And you ſaid, that it was, be- 
cauſe the Turks were upon the point of entring into 
Auſtria : And that you was very willing not to 
favour their Deſigns by a diverſion, which was 
advantageous for them. For my part, I believe 
what your Majeſty ſo faid : And I know you to 
be more fincere, notwithſtanding what the Am- 
baſſador of Spain hath publiſhed of it, than to 
miſtruſt that you had advanced one thing for 
another. But that which I can ſay to you, is 
this, that if you will preſerve to your ſelf the 
Glory which your Moderation hath acquired you, 
you ought to take good care of doing nothing 
to deſtroy what you have ſo: ſaid. So all your 
Reputation is in your own hands. For yon muſt 
| know, that as much as the Glory is, as that 
Action will give yon, if it is followed with the 
Effefts, the ſame will get you as much blame, 
if ever you go againſt it. You muſt therefore 
arm your ſelf againſt all the ill Counſels which 
can be given you; and which are the Pe of 
Princes, althongh the Poiſon of them is hid under 
the moſt curious appearances that one can poſli- 
bly deviſe. ; | | 

And yet I very much fear, whether all thoſe 
Camps which the Marquis of Zouvois forms ſa 
near to the Frontiers of Germany, do not tend 
again to ſome Novelty. In the mean time Your 
Majeſty, who hath Juſtice in ſo great an eſteem, 


ought to confider, that the Conqueſts, witch ars 
> hot 
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not juſt, never conferr Glory. And although 
that ſhould be not ſo, you know that your Power 
does not go beyond this World: And that there 
is another , where Kings, as well as private 
Perſons, render an account of their Actions. 

The Algermmes, whom your Majeſty had ſo well 
corrected the laſt Year, were not yet become the 
wiſer for it - So that you ſent to viſit them a 
ſecond time. D# Queſne made them ſenſible a- 
new, that it was better for them to implore your 
Mercy, than to expoſe themſelves every day to 
ſuch kind of Chaſtiſements. He threw an infinite 
number of Bombs amongſt them ; which finiſhed 
the Ruine of the City, which they had endea- 
voured to repair. In the mean time, the Parties 
which ſome made in favour of /eſomorto, and 
others in favour of Baluck-bach; , whereof the one 
was for Peace, and the other for War, hindred 
that they could not follow the advice of the wiſer 
ſort, which was to give you ſatisfaction. How- 
ever I queſtion whether their Conſtancy will be 
proof againſt the Thunder, with which you make 
a meen of cruſhing them. Your Majeſty is not 
accuſtomed to be diſappointed in what you un- 
dertake: And your Fleet will return upon them 
rather ten times over , than fail to bring thoſe 
Cor fares to reaſon. 

I ſhall here conclude what I have ſeen of the 
Exploits of Your Majeſty : Which would give 
you an Immortal Glory, if the Confidence which 
you repoſe in the Marquis of Zowwezs, had not 
lead you ſometimes to undertake things, wherein 
there appears to be more Ambition than Juſtice. 
It is for you to examine now, whether 1 have told 
you the Truth or 10: Ard you cannot be _ 
ve 
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yed in it, after I have recited ſo many Circum- 
ſtances to you. There wants nothing more to 
you, to render your Reign altogether glorious, 
than to regulate it intirely upon your own Senſe ; 
which 1s ſo free from Fraud, and from Injuſtice, 
that this alone is ſufficient to make it to appear, 
that you have had no ſhare in a very many 
things which 1 have here recited. So that I 
hope,' that you will receive in good part what [ 
have already ſpoken toyon: And that you will 
accept, with the ſame Kindneſs, of what alſo 
[take the liberty to addreſs to you for the good 
of your State. At leaſt they are my Thoughts : 
And if I am miſtaken, I ſubmit my ſelf vo- 
luntarily to your Judgment, and to that of all 
good Men. 


k 
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CHAP. VI. 


It #s endeavoured to ſhow, that the Graces 
which are very particular , which Tour 
Majeſty hath received from GOD, 06- 
lige you to render unto Him, what is 
His Due : Befides, That a Kingdom can 
ever flouriſh without the Fear of GOD: 


F I am ſo unhappy to have diſpleaſed Your 
[ Majeſty in ſpeaking to you a great many 
Things, with more liberty, than you would 
perhaps wiſh ; it will nox be the ſame thing here, 
where | cannot go too much to the bottom, to gra- 
tifie your Piety. Becauſe I have the moſt con- 
vincing aſſurances, that when the Service of God 
is treated upon, there can be nothing brought that 
is too ſtrong for you, nor more to your Ac- 
ceptation. A thouſand Churches rebuilt at your 
Charge, and others where you have made new 
Foundations to ſupply their Neceſſities; the 
Blaſphemies puniſhed with ſo much Severity, 
the Poor comforted in their Miſeries, and a thou- 
ſand other ſuch things which I do not repeat, for 
fear of being too long, or to paſs for a Flatterer, 
are as ſo many Authentick Teſtimonies, that the 
Glory of God touches you ſenſibly. In the mean 
time Your Majeſty hath done nothing in this, but 
what all the World is obliged to. Only I pre- 
fume, that you are obliged to it ſtill more particu- 
larly than another 3 not only as 1n the Quality 
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of a Sovereign, you are bound to give a good Ex- 
ample, but alſo becauſe you cannot fail todo ſo, 
without being ingrateful towards God. 

Let your Majeſty caſt your Eyes upon the 
Goodneſs which he hath had for you, you will 
then ſee che things which require of you an eter- 
nal Acknowledgment ! I donot ſpeak of thoſe 
which are common to you with all Men: There 
is no contradicting of that. But that you ſhould 
refle&t, if you pleaſe, upon the things wherein 
Providence hath ſhined particularly upon you : And 
by which one muſt abſolutely diſtinguiſh you al- 
though one ſhould not be of an Humour to do ſo. 

What Obligations do you not owe to God, for 
your Birth, which was ſo miraculous? That of 
his having made you to be born to poſleſs the 
Nobleſt Throne of the Univerſe, 1s the leaſt : 
And to have formed you doubly out of Nothing, 
as he hath done in ſending you into the World 
after a Barrenneſs of Three and twenty Years of 
the Queen your Mother, is one, as you can never 
forget without a double Ingratitude. 

If you purſue, ſtepby ſtep, what he hath done 
for you after this, you will find ſtill, That his 
Protection hath been ſingular over your Perſon. 
Remember that almoſt General Rebellion of Your 
Kingdom, that Confederation of the Parliaments 


.againſt your Authority, the Inſolence of the Peo- 


ple, and with how much eaſe you have ſurmoun- 
ted all theſe Monſters; and you will confeſs at 
the ſame time, that this is not the Work of the 
hand of Men, but only of that of Sod. If after 
this, you recal into your memory the Fidelity of 
your Commanders and of your Soldiers, to tire 


prejudice of their Ancient Intereſts; and how 
4 Victory, 
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Victory, continually wedded to your fide, 
at laſt obliged the Spamards to condeſcend to 
the Peace of the Pyrenees, notwithſtanding the 
extreme repugnance which they had ſhewn to it 
till then ; you will find in all this, that it is a Con- 
ſequence of the Divine Providence which does not 
forſake you. But nothing ought to incline you 
to acknowledge this more, than the Miracle 
which he wrought to recover you out of that 
terrible Sickneſs, which I have ſpoken of beſore. 
I know very well that he left the Natural Cauſes 
to aCt init : To which the Impious have a Cuſtom 
to attribute every thing that they ſee is extraor- 
dinary. But there was ſomething more here, if 
they pleaſe. For you were not only condemned 
by the Phyſicians in a Sentence, from which I know 
very well thereis an Appeal, but you was alſo more 
than halfdead : As I call all thoſe to judge who 
were then preſent, and who can give me the Lye, 
if I have advanced any thing againſt the Truth, 
when I ſaid that they had already drawn your 
Curtain. 

 Letusgoon, if you pleaſe, with the courſe of 
your Life : And fee, whether that which hath 
happened to you ſince,ts ſtill no more thanNatural? 
Can you helieve in earneſt, that ſo mature and fo 
well-regulated a Wit, which hath appeared in you 
ſo ſoon after the Death of the Cardinal, notwith- 
ſtanding the ill Education which he had given 
you,ſhould be a Gift of Nature only ? It is to God 
alone to whom you are indebted for it, and to 
whom you ought to return Thanks. Wiſdom is 
not acquired of it ſelf : And eſpectally-in a Court, 
where they left you to do every thing that 'yon 
would, and where the Ladies had the Superinten- 
farce of your Edgcation. What 
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What ſhall I ſay now of the Wars, wherein 
you embarked your ſelf by Evil Counſels ; and if 
I may dare to ſay ſo, through a Motive of Ambi- 
tion ; and which nevertheleſs you are come out 
of ſo happily? All theſe Miracles deſcend ſtill 
from Heaven : Who after having ſent you into the 
World, to work to its Glory, hath been willing 
to engage you yet more particularly to it, by 
Obligations heaped vp one upon another. To 
which if you did not anſwer on your part, it 
would be to ſurprize all Mankind 3 who know, 
Thar it is the CharaQter of an honeſt Man, to be 
grateful. | 

It is for You therefore, to anſwer unto that Ob- 
ligation : Whereunto withal your own Intereſt 
engages you. Becauſe if a Prince takes no care 
to render unto God, that which is due to Him; 
how pretends-he that his People ſhall render it 
to himſelf? To Him, whoſe greateſt Glory it is 
to be the Living Image of God upon Earth? For 
it he thinks, that it is enough for him that he is 
a Sovereign, to make himſelf to be obeyed ; if he 
fAatters himſelf, that the Rewards and the Puniſh- 
ments which he 1s the Maſter of , are able of 
themſelves to attract his Subjects ro him, or to 
oblige them to fear him; I ſee he is in an Error, 
which is ſo much the more Ceplorable, as he 
cannot correct himſelf of it, ſo long as he does 
not know it. The Power of a Prince, let it be 
never ſo great, will be ſoon reduced to nothing, 
if thoſe, who ſhould obey him, did imagine tha 
there is Nothing Above him. lt is Religion which 

hath planted the firſt roots of the Fear which 
they have for him. It is this which nouriſhes 
them too; and whick by the means of that Nur- 
ture 
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ture, that it gives them, is the Cauſe that the 
Tree, which is ſprung up from thence, lives and 
yields Fruit. Now juſt as a Tree, whoſe Roots 
draw no more Nurture from the Earth, becauſe 
of ſome ſtrange body which is gotten in betwixt 
them two, or by ſome other Accident, which 1 
do not ſpecifie, becauſe it is needleſs; juſt as, I 
fay, ſuch a Tree dries up by little and little, till 
it quite dies;So take away Religion from aState,and 
the reſpe&t and the fear which they have ſuck'd 
in with their Milk for the Sovereign, are loſt in- 
ſenſibly : From whence there ariſe all the Evils 
imaginable, and much greater ones than I am 
able to expreſs. Indeed it 1s not to be pretended, 
that the hope of Rewards, and the fear of Pu- 
niſhments, are capable to hold one up in a Footing 
that is ſo flippery. A Wretch, who believes no 
God, may hope far many more things, by his 
Diſobedience and his Rebellion, than his Prince can 
promiſe him. And as to the fear of Puniſh- 
ments , what effe&t can that have upon him ? 
Upon him, who imagines that there is no other 
World after this z and that he fhall be quit of 
this, for a quarter of an hour d# mauvais tems ? 
" 1Ir is therefore the way to open a door to all 
ſorts of vice, not to take care to render unto God 
what is His Due. A Prince expoſes himſelf by 
it to be driven from his very Throne. As to 
which it we would have an Example, , we 
need no more Than to caſt our Eyes upon the 
Ottoman Empire : Which is mach more ſubject 
to Revolitions than other States, becauſe the 
greateſt part of its Subjects are perſwaded, that 
the Religion which they profeſs js of the pure 
iavention of Men. Now when ons is {o unhappy 
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28 to be reduced to that, it is very difficult to 
riſe high enough above ones (elf, to attain to the 
knowledge of the Trxe God. Belides , that the 
diſorder in which one lives, beſots ſo the Senſes, 
and accuſtoms one ſomuch to aſcribe All to Nature, 
that one would be very ſorry to come out of his 
miſtake, 

From thence, let us come now- nearer home ; 
and caſt our Eyes upon what there hath paſled in 
England, We ſhall obſerve, that All that, which 
hath aroſe unexpectedly up ſince Henry the 82h. 
hath taken Birth only from the little Religion, 
which there was in that Kingdom, And that this 
was the occaſion, that amidſt all the Sects that 
have introduced themſelves there, the people 
have proceeded fo far, as to imbrew their hands 
in the Blood of their King, 

Now let us come home to your Kingdom. We 
ſhall ſee there the ſame diſorders, under the 
Reigns of three or Four Kings ſucceſſively, the 
one after the other. If one would know the 'rea- 
ſon of it, one is only to. read their Hiſtories. 
One ſhall ſee there, that the one of thoſe was a 
Blaſphemer himſelf, inſtead of hindering that his 
' Subjects ſhould not be ſo : The other an Atheiſt, 
and ſo of the reſt. So that their Subjefts, who 
had no more Religion than they, undertook to 
dethrone them. 

Theſe diforders continued down as far as 
to the Reign of the late King, your Father : and 
One cannot alſo call to mind the others, which 
reigned even amongſt the Eccleſraſticks, but one 
ſhall tremble with horrour. A Biſhop never vi- 
ſited his Dioceſs,but becauſe he had Farmers there, 
to whom he was to go to be paid. = 
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he made any ſtay there, it was, that he had pot 
himſelf ſome Miſtreſs; which rendred the Sejour 
to him the more agreeable. But as ſoon as his 
fancy, was over for Her, he returned 
again to Pars, Where he found himſelf another ; 
upon whom he ſpent one part of the Patrimony of 
the Poor. The reſt ſerved him to keep Dogs and 
Horſes with: and this abuſe was ſo general a- 
monegſt them, that they looked upon him, as mi- 
frrable, who lived otherwiſe. | 

I have heard it ſaid likewiſe by my late Father, 
that in his Youth, thoſe, who were ſeen to be in- 
veſted with the Biſhopricks, had them not but to 
doa kindnels to others, to whom in reality they 
had been given : who knew what they were to 
pay them out of them, and the Surplus was for 
themſelves. The ſame thing was praCtiſed with 
relation to the Abbeys : and I may ſay it alſo to 
all the Benefices in France. The very Monks 
that were a little at their eaſe, beſtowed their O- 
verplus in Communications which were ſcandalous: 
but which were ſo very much to their Gowr, that 
although ſome good Perſons would reprove them 
for it, they were not yet of the humour to a- 
mend. 

The Cardinal of Richliex, who knew that the 
firſt and moſt important care of a Miniſter is to 
eſtabliſh the Worſhip of Religion, and eſpecially 
with regard to thoſe, whoſe good or evil exam- 
ple is of a great conſequence 1n the State, applied 
himſelf to it intirely. God bleſſed his Labours : 
and it is to him, that we are indebted for the ad- 
vantageous change, which is to be ſeen here now. 
Your Majeſty bath look'd to it on your part, by 
not diſtributing, fz7ours, but to thoſe as are _ 
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deſerving ; not only for their good:manners, but 
for their Learning too. Becauſe you know, that 
when one is. to- be over others, it is neceſlary to 
te in a capacity to inſtruCt them: without 
which; there may ariſe as dangerous inconventen- 
ces, as thoſe are that reſult from the worſt exam- 
ple, which one can give them. | 

I who have the Knowledge of this ſtill more 
particularly than others, as I am a witneſs daily, 
how in the diſtributions of Berefices, and of - the 
other favours which you have in your hands, you 
inform yourſelf as much of .the good lives of the 
Parties, who are propoſed to you,as of the other 
qualities that are requiſite in them; after this 
Knowledge, I ſay, 1 have no more to add, but to 
exhort your Majeſty to continue the Conduct, 
which you have obſerved, as to that, fince your 
coming to the Grown. And as there 1s nothing 
that works ſuch a great effeCt vpon the People, as 
the good example which the Soveraign gives 
them; it is to be preſumed, that the exemplary 
life which your Majeſty leads at preſent, will 
ſerve for a ſpur to thoſe to be good, who have 
not been ſo careful of that as you. 

Above all endeavour to remove from your Af- 
feftion the Slanderers and the Hypocrites 5 whereof 
the number 1s greater than you think. The j# 
occalion the ſame Accidents as Love Coes : whole 
cuſtom it is, to inſinvate it ſelf ar firſt agreeably 
into the heart : but it hath no ſcorer taken root 
there, than It 1s a continual death. So a ſlanderer 
infinuates himſelf at firſt into the heart of a Prince, 
under the pretepce, that his intereſts are more 
dear to him than his cwn. But allcon as he has 
icattered his Poiſon there, it icaves him without 
any 
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any quiet, until it hath- brought him to ſuſpect 
the fidelity of his beſt Servants. The Hypocrizes 
are {till more dangerous. Becauſe under the co- 
four of Devotion, they {lip into you ſuch dange- 
rous Maxims, as it is,as it were, impoſſible to dif 
cover the Poiſon which they have in them- 

The other Vices, although your Majeſty ought 
not meither to ſuffer them, are not at all times ſo 
prejudicial to your State. A Man, who gives all 
to the pleaſure of his Senſes, does no wrong but 
to his own felf. A drinking Sot is in the ſame 
caſe, and ſd the others : infomuch, that the Ser- 
vice of God a-part, the State ſuffers in no man- 
ner by them. If it is, that it ſuffers any thing, 
it is perhaps, becauſe God, who is juſt, is not u- 
ſed to give his Bleſling upon places, where they 
do not corredt ſach great diſorders. And indeed 
I attribute the misfortunes, which arrive to Flarn- 
ders, to their Idolatry there : and 1 cannot ſee it 
without indignation, how they direCt all their re- 
ſpects to an Image of the Yirgin, or of ſome 
Saint, and do not regard in the mean time the 
Holy Sacrament, which is. upon their Altars. 

The Monks are they, who are the cauſe of this 
abuſe. They had eſtabliſhed it heretofore in 
France, Burt we owe this obligation t6 the He- 
reticks, that it does not reign there, as it hath 
done, any more now. They have ſeen, that this 
was one of their Grieva»ces againſt the Church of 
Rome : and as the minds of Men, which were non- 
der a groſs ignorance at that time, have been ver 
well refined ſince, they have foon acknowledged, 
that they were in the Right. Not that the Monks 
can have ever doubted of it : and the thing is too 
clear of it falf, to be a block to ſtumble wpon a 
Al. 
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all. It hath been nothing but intereſt, which 
hath made them to transform Religion ſo; and 
which hath obliged them to load us with Indul- 
gences and Fraternities. They ſerved themſelves 
at firſt of the weakneſs of the underſtandings of 
Women, to fix their Maxims: and after that, 
they got them to paſs upon the Men; whoſe ig- 
norance, as I faid but now, was ſo great, that 
they were not in a capacity to defend themſelves 
from the ſnares which were ſpread for them. 

If theſe Monks were contained within their 
Rules, and within the firſt rigours of their Inſti- 
tution, this diſorder would have never been. For 
it hath but come about by the way of the Cor- 
feſſons, to which they bave applied themſelves 
by little and little, through the negligence of the 
Pariſh Prieſts, to perform as they hold their duty. 
The care beſides, which they have taken to draw 
Cuſtomers to their Churches, by things that at- 
tract the eyes more than the heart, hath made, 
that the Pariſh Churehes, where they are obli- 
ged to go according to the Canons, under the 
pain of Mortal Sin, are found to be deſerted '; 
whileſt they have not had room enough amongſt 
thoſe to contain the Perſons, whom curioſity or 
a dangerous Zeal hath allured tothem. Ar length, 
'Fhanks be to God, they begin to return to them- 
ſelves again;zand to acknowledge the abuſes which 
they have followed with ſo much blindneſs. The 
reſt depends but only on your Majeſty : in whoſe 
hands God hath placed the power to eradicate 
intirely this Tare, which hath crept in amongſt 
the good Grain. | | 

The ways for it are caſie : and withal the put- 
ting of them into practiſe is abſolutely neceſſary. 
0 
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to Your Majeſty, for the good of your Subjects, 
and the ſecurity of your State. The good of 
your Subjects is ſeen in this ; that the forks ming- 
ling themſelves daily in what they have nothing 
to do, get into the ſecrets of Families : where 
they cauſe them to lead many times an ill life to- 
gether. The ſecurity of your State, in this ; 
that being tyed to the Pope by an Oath of Fide- 
lity, they preferr upon occaſion his intereſts to 
yours: from whence there may often arrive 
things, which are likely to have great conſe. 
guences, This Truth will manifeſt it ſelf evi. 
dently to you ; if you recall to your memory, 
what there hath paſſed under the Reigns of 
Heary 1IT. and Henry IV. which it will be ſuper- 
fiuons to ſpeak of here, becaule it is a thing 
which you underſtand better than I. Now the 
molt ſure way of all to go to prevent thoſe two 
incopveniences, will be to deſtroy intirely thoſe 
Cloyſters : or at leaſt to take away the multiplici- 
ty of them. But as this is not an eaſie matter 
for your Majeſty, for all you are fo powerful, 1 
preſume that you will perform your part, if, 1, 
You endeavour to re-eſtabliſh emongſt them the 
Diſcipline of their Founders, wherein they are 
grown very remiſs. 2. If you hinder them, that 
they take no Confeſſions, For it 1s by that, that 
they infinuate themſelves into the minds of Wo- 
men, and pet ſecrets out of them. 3. If for ta- 
king of the Habit, you fix an Age, which 1s ma- 
ture, and in which they underſtand truly, what 
it is to enter ſo into Religion, If this but was, 
their numbers would be the thinner ſoon; and 
there would not be ſo many amongſt them, who 
bite their nails at, what they have done, before 
they 
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they made the neceſſary reflexions upon it. 4, If 
you reform the Ornamenting of their Churches : 
and reduce it to the uſage of the erropolitans, 
or to that of St. Peter's at Rome it ſelf; which 
ought to ſerve for a Model to others: and where 
upon the High Altar one ſees nothing but a. Croſs 
with Candleſticks, inſtead of all the Trifles, 
which one obſerves in the Convents. x5. If you 
forbid that the ſhameful Trafhck of the Fratermties 
ſhould be not driven ſo in the time of Service : 
which diſtratts ones devotion, as mach as the 
Blind-folks of Quinze Vints, who ſhould keep 
themſelves at the Doors of Churches, and not 
come to interrupt thoſe, who are praying to God, 
and who cannot be too attentive to what they 
do. Theſe two laſt abuſes reign 2s well in the 
Pariſh-Churches, as in the Convents : and it is 
for your Majeſty to put them to rights. 6, If 
you forbid the forks to ſpeak to Women at the 
Church, either at the door, or at any other part, 
which is within the extent of their Monaſtery, Be- 
cauſe, what can they have to ſay to them? And 
can it be imagimed, that they entertain them with. 
devotion? Fer my part, I know not whether .it 
is, that I am morecorrupt than others, or' whe- 
ther I obſerve things nearer than they may dos 
But I have always obſerved, that the old Women 
are excluded from their converſation, If they 
are obliged to ſpeak to thofe, yet they fend them 
away again preſently : whereas they have a 
great deal more to ſay to the jules, I would 
fain know, whether they can think to. bewitch 
our eyes to that degree, as to inſinuate to us, that 
they do not burn at the fight of thoſe fires, which 
they approach to ſo near. It is neceſſary, that 

8 your 
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your Majeſty ſtops this ſcandal : and if you can- 
not compaſs it by the means which 1 ſet down 
here, there are others to which you may have re- 
courſe in caſe of neceflity. 

And this is to order things ſo, that the Pariſh- 
Churches, to whom there is alſo a great deal to 
be done, ſhall ſet ſo good an example, that the 
People may ' be induced of themſelves to come 
back to them, without one's being obliged to con- 
ſtrain them to it. I find things amongſt thoſe, 
that I cannot behold with an indifferent eye. The 
Prieſts who ſerve them, take for the moſt part fo 
little care to do their duty, that they do not con- 
fine themſelves ſo much as to keep up the ſhow of 
it. I cannot ſee themgo to Burials, but I am a- 
ſhamed for them at the manner in which they go, 
The greateſt part look about them to the right 
and the left : and to obſerve them, one will be 
ſareto ſay, that it is not ſo much a Zeal for the 
Service of God, which hath engaged them in the 
Profeſſion in which they are, as the care that they 
have had to make choice of One, which ſhould 
]ive them wherewithal to live. hey have no 
more devotion with them, than if it was a Trade: 
and if I may dare to ſay fo, a Shooemaker that is 
making of Shooes, minds more what he is abour, 
than they mind what they are a-doing of in our 
ſight. | 
It is for your Majeſty to give a remedy te fo 
ereet an abuſe. But this will be a difficult thing 
for you, unleſs you take up a reſolution to aug- 
ment-'in the City of Paris the number of the Pa- 
riſhes which are there. A Prieſt, who is. not 
diſpoſed to give a good example, is hidden much 
better in the multitude of his Pariſbioners, to 
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whom he is not known by the hundredth part,then 
if they all knew him, as it happens in Pariſhesof 
a middle extent. What neceſſity is there for 
their being ſo large? And that the Parſons ſhould 
have five and twenty thouſand Livers Rent ? 
| Make fix Pariſhes where there is but one. This 
will be the way, not only to render the Prieſts 
more virtuous, but to ſee to 1t alſo, that the 
Pariſhioners become ſo too. Becauſe they will be 
able to have an eye more particularly upon them: 
and hinder the ſcandal, which a great many con- 
tinue to give, becauſe they take no care of them, 
or do not reprove them as they ſhould. Beſides 
it is the only way to humble the pride of the 
Monks ; who think that the' Pariſhes cannot be 
without them for the adminiſtration of the Sacra= 
ments. And teally the great extent of ſome Pa- 
riſhes is ſuch, that the Church cannot contain the 
thirtieth partof the Pariſhioners. Thoſe there= 
fore who find no room there, muſt either go elſe- 
where, or be without the Prayers: And in the 
mean time, this is that which gets Cuſtomers. to 
the Convents, and which cauſes them to go aſtray 
from their firſt Inſtitution. 

After that this ſhall be done at Paris and elſe- 
where, where there is occaſion, let.not the Arch- 
bilkops and Biſhops give the Pulpits, but to the 
Secalars :; and one ſhall ſoon ſee, that the People 
will recover themſelves again of that Paſſion, 
which they have for the 44oxks; and that the 
Worſhip of God, will ſhine in its firſt purity. 

I ſay nothing of the Laws, which your Maje- 
|y ought to make to hinder the exceſſive rich- 
neſs of\.the Converts, You have already acquit- 
ted your {elf of that ; eſpecially with rclation 
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to Houſes of the aids; to whom you have 
given order to take no more Money of Perſons, 
who ſhall defire the Habit of them for the time 
to come. This Ordinance, which will ſerve to 
reſerve Wealth in Families, whoſe plentifulneſs 
is more neceſſary to your State than that which 
is found to be in theſe Convents, will produce al- 
ſo another good ; Which is, that they will not 
take in there for the future any but proper Per- 
ſons ; to which they gave no heed before, provi- 
ded that they brought them Money. But it is ſo 
ill executed, that it will fignifie no more, than if 
your Majeſty had never palled it. The only ef- 
fect that we ſee of it, is; that whereas before, 
there were contraC(ts made for the receiving of a 
Nun, it is not ſo any more now. And yet one 
pays never the leſs Money : which is contrary to 
the . intention of . your Majeſty, and what you 
ought to redreſs. The Service of God. obliges 
you to-it ; and I have given the reaſon for it,when 
I ſaid:that the Avarice of the Nuns was an occa- 
fion, that they received thoſe who had Money, 
although they might 70: be proper for Religion, 
preferrably to thoſe who had none, and who wer: 
proper for it.. The way to hinder this Abuſe is 
to bring an Information againſt ſuch, as have 
contravened your Order : and to take ſuch a cor- 
rection of them, as may ſerve for an example to 
others. | 
For to what ſerve. Laws, if one does not- put 
them in execution ? It would be much better not 
to make them 3 becaule It is to e>pole ones ſelf to 
a diſappointment, which one ſhould not receive, 
.if one had left things in the State in which they 
were, Not that I pretend, that your Majeſty is 
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to puniſh this fault, as you would do a Crime of 
State. It will be ſufficient that you command 
the Money, which ſhall have been taken, to be re- 
turned again with the Intereſt ; and you ſhall no 
ſooner have done this twice, than every thing 
ſhall ſubmit to your deſires. Now the experi- 
ment of it will not be ſo difficult as one thinks : 
Although the thing is what is aCted in ſecret, it 
will ſoon be divulged, after one comes to know 
what the intention of your Majeſty is. The Fa- 
thers and the Mothers, who have ſtill Daughters 
to provide for, will be the firſt to be the Trum- 
pets which ſhall reveal the ſecret - when they 
obſerve that the intention of your Majeſty is, to 
eaſe them, in ſpite of even the obſtacles which 
they lay againſt it themſelves. Yet theſe onght 
not however to have any ſhare in the reſtitution 
which (hall be made. They are unworthy of that 
as well as the Religious, for having all equally con- 
travened your Ordinances. So your Majeſty 
will make your ſelf rich at their Coſt ; and with- 
out your being thought to be blamed in it; 
becauſe all the World will ſee very well, that 
you ſeek only the Service of God, and the good 
of your Subjects. 
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to Houſes of the Maids; to whom you have 
given order to take no more Money of Perſons, 
who ſhall deſire the Habit of them for the time 
to come. This Ordinance, which will ſerve to 
reſerve Wealth in Families, whoſe plentifulneſs 
is more neceſſary to your State than that which 
is found. to be in theſe Convents, will produce al- 
ſo another good 3; Which is, that they will not 
take in there for the future any but proper Per- 
ſons ; to which they gave no heed before, provi- 
ded that they brought them Money. But it is ſo 
ill executed, that it will fignifie no more, than if 
your Majeſty had never paſled it. The only ef- 
fe&t that we ſee of it, is; that whereas before, 
there were contrafts made for the receiving of a 
Nun, it is not ſo any more now. And yet one 
pays never the leſs Money : which is contrary to 
the intention of . your Majeſty, and what you 
ought to redreſs. The Service of God. obliges 
you to-it ; andI have given the reaſon for it,when 
I faid:that the Avarice of the Nuns was an occa- 
ſion, that they received thoſe who had Money, 
although they might 70: be proper for Religion, 
preferrably to thoſe who had none, and who wer: 
proper for it.. The way to hinder this Abuſe is 
to bring. an Information againſt ſuch, as have 
contravened your Order : and to take ſuch a cor- 
rection of them, as may ſerve for an example to 
Others. - | | 
For to what ſerve.Laws, if one does not: put 
them in execution ? It would be much better not 
to make them 3 becaule It 1s to e>Hole ones ſelf to 
a diſappointment, which one (ſhould not receive, 
if one had left things in the State in which they 
were, Not that I pretend, that your Majeſty is 
"to 
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to puniſh this fault, as you would do a Crime of 
State. It will be ſufficient that you command 
the Money, which ſhall have been taken, to be re- 
turned again with the Intereſt ; and you ſhall no 
ſooner have done this twice, than every thing 
ſhall ſubmit to your deſires. Now the experi- 
ment of it will not be ſo difficult as one thinks : 
Although the thing is what is acted in ſecret, it 
will ſoon be divulged, after one comes to know 
what the intention of your Majeſty is. The Fa- 
thers and the Mothers, who have ſtill Daughters 
to provide for, will be the firſt to be the Trum- 
pets which ſhall reveal the ſecret - when they 
obſerve that the intention of your Majeſty is, to 
eaſe them, in ſpite of even the obſtacles which 
they lay againſt it themſelves. Yet theſe onght 
not however to have any (hare in the reſtitution 
which (hall be made. They are unworthy of that 
as well as the Retzgios, for having all equally con- 
travened your Ordinances. So your Majeſty 
will make your felf rich at their Coſt ; and with- 
out your being thought to be blamed in it; 
becauſe all the World will ſee very well, that 
you ſeek only the Service of God, and the good 
of your Subjects. 
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CHAP. VII 
Of the Obedience to the Pope. 


TR Chapter cannot be better placed than 
here ; becauſe jt hath ſuch a relation with 


the precedent, that it may be ſaid, that when * 


the Obedience which one owes to the Pope comes 
to fail, one is very near a loſing of that, which 
one owes to God, Indeed it is no hard thing to 
conceive, but if one ſuffers the ſentiments of re- 
TpeCt and ſubmiſſion to decay, which one ought to 
have for thoſe whom God hath eſtabliſhed upon 
the Earth in the quality of his Miniſters, the fear 
which one hath for himſelf will diminiſh at the 
{ame time. The reaſon for it is eafie : becauſe it 
is to forget the Command, which he hath made 
to us, to honour ther: as theliving Images of his 
Divinity. We ſee beſides, that there is no Prince, 
2S little as he is, who will ſuffer, that one ſhould 
deſpiſe thoſe to whom he ſhall have intruſted his 
Authority ; and nothing is more common amongſt 
us, than the reſpeCt which they oblige us to give 
them : fyom whence if one departs in any man» 
ner, the Prince will bring us to return to it again 
very ſoon. Obſerve but the regards, which one 
mult have, I do not ſay only for a Governour, or 
for a Lieutenant General of a Province, but even 
for the leaſt judge. From whence comes it, if it 
is not from the CharaCter, which they are inve- 
ſed with ; and with which the Prince hath ho- 
aoured them ? 1 ſhould fay alſo, in which honour 
| | = 
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he maintains them, and thinks it to be his inte- 
reſt to make them to -enjoy it. Now can one 
imagine, that God ſhould be leſs jealous of pre- 
ſerving to his Miniſters the Authority. which he 
hath intruſted them with, and upon which de- 
pends the ſafety of Religion ? 

I know very well, that the Kings of the Earth 
are the Anointed of God ; and that in that quality 


they ſeem to be above all others. But one is not! 


however to ſuffer himſelf to be miſtaken there. 
Their rights are different from thoſe of the Church; 
and juſt as the Church does not allow,that the Sub- 
jets ſhould fail in the obedience, which they owe 
co their Prince, for any reaſon whatſoever ; ſo-a 


Prince ought never to allow that any ſhould fail in _ 


the reſpeC&t and the obedience which they owe to 
the Church. 

If the Church had continued -upon the terms 
in which it was in the time of 'the Apoſtles, and 
that it had never at all joyned the Sword to the 
Miure, I know very well that this would ſmoothen 
a great many difficalties, which do occur at this 
day. But ſince it is a thing done, and that it 
hath not happened without the permiſſion of God, 
It 1s fit to keep ones ſelf to what he has ordained, 
and not to give a new occaſion of ſcandal. F ſee, 
that there are Mem of the Church, who take a li- 
berty beyond their duty : That there have been 
Biſhops, and ever Popes, who have not been ex- 
empt from faults. Nevertheleis, whatever the 
thing is, that is found upon them, it hath never 
been able to take away from them their Chara- 
cter. Now as it is to this CharaC@er, to which 
the reſpect is affixed, it muſt not be that their 
Attions ſhould make them loſe ic : Becauſe, if one 
X 4 I1ntro- 
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introduced that abuſe, it would fall at the ſame 
time upon Crowned Heads: from whoſe obedience 
one wouid pretend a power to. be diſpenſed, the 
moment that one ſhonld fee that they ſhould erre 
from their duty. + 

Would to Goa, Sir, your Miniſters had refle- 
Cted ſo as it was fitting upon this truth! They 
would not- have carried the Kega! Authority fo 
high, to the prejudice of the Tiara: and I very 


much queſtion, whether Equity hath always been' 


the rule of their Actions. » if I were ſo knowing, 
and 1o ingenious as to be able to enter into. the 
Particulars of that great: difference, which you 
have had with Rome: upon the ſubjeCt of the Re- 
gale, and of many others which have followed ir, 
I would decide the-queſtion immediately, and not 
ipeak of it by a Perhaps, But it may very well 
be; that I explain my ſelf in the manner as I do 
in the ignorance that Il am in: which does not 
permit me to dive further into the bottom of 
things, In the mean time, if 1 am asked, Why, 
ſince 1 avow my incapacity my ſelf, Iam carried 
rather to condemn them, than to abſolve them 3 
L butnbly beg your Majeſty to refle&t, that it 1s, 
becauſe you have not had only Kome againſt you 
in this Rencounter, bug alſo many Bilhops and 
many Doftors of your Kingdom : whom one 
hath always regarded as examples of virtuez and 
who really have always liv'd exemplarily. We 
ſees alſo, that they have choſen to ſuffer exile 
and impriſonment, rather than to ſubmit to a 
thing, which they believed to be unjuſt. And to 
fay, that what they have ſo done, hath but only 
proceeded through a Headftrongneſs of theirs, It 
may ſerve to impoſe, if one pleaſes, upon the 
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ſimple, but for others they ſee very well, that if 
they have miſtaken themſelves, it 1s what how- 
ever they have never intended t9 do. It is got 
to be believed indeed, that ſuch as they ſhould go 
to diſpleaſe their Maſter .with a premeditated de- 
ſign : eſpecially You, who are the greateſt King 
on the Earth, and for whom your Subjects enter- 
tain the moſt eſteem and reſpef&t. It -is more: na- 
tural to imagine, that your Majeſty not ſeeing 
into theſe ſort of things, but through the eyes of 
thoſe upon whom you relie, the defire which 
thoſe have to render themſelves neceſſary to you, 
hath put them upon ACtions, which they would 
find ſomething to do to juſtifie themſelves for, be- 
fore an impartial Tribunal. They take no-care, 
how they expoſe by that means your Majeſty to 
New Enemies ; whereof they have no need to in- 
creaſe the number, ſince your Conquelts give you 
enough of them already. 

If they but reflected upon what ſome Perſons, 
at leaſt as wiſe as they, and who have grown old 
in Embaſſies, have repreſented to the Kings your 
Predeceſſors, they would proceed a little more 
warily. One is miſtaken often, when one weighs 
his deſigns only by the power of him for whom 
he Acts. Unleſs Juſtice holds the Balance,ic would 
be. better a thouſand times never to undertake 
any thing. And in truth I ſhould be very glad, 
that thoſe great Polizicians would ſhow to me, 
where are the Lawrels which they have gathered 
for your Majeſty, by the Exile and the impriſon= 
ment of ſo. many pious Perions; and whom the 
Pope not only acknowledges to be ſuch by his 
Bulls,. but exhorts them {till to ſuffer for the 


love of the Truth. I ſhould be very glad too, | 


that 
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that they would tell me what Victory they hope 


for from thoſe Arreſts of Council, which ordered, 


if may ſay it, inſolently, that without having 
regard to the Bulls of his Holineſs, one ({hould 
perform literally All that they had concluded upon 
In the Fits of their Frenzy. 

There are ways\more {weet, and more agree- 
able to the Moſt Chriſtian King, by which to de- 
termine the differences which he may happen to 
have with Rome. It does not do well-for a Sor 
to revolt againſt his Farther : And one diſarms him 
much ſooner by tenderneſs and by ſweetneſs, 
than by holding up te ftickat him. If it is glo- 
rious to have the UppermoF of ones Enemies, it 
1s inglorious to pretend to be.the Maſter of thoſe to 
whom one owes a reſpeft. So that when Your 
Majeſty ſhall have taken Rome, and all the Eccie- 
fraſtical State, you are tdo ingenious and too prudent 
not. £0 ſee,that thoſe Conqueſts would but acquire 
you the ſame Reputation, which Gharles the 5b. hath 
had upon thelike occaſion. A faithful and a diſin- 
tereſted Hiſtory repreſents him to'us asa Prince 
without Religion and without Truth - And thar 
which flatters him the moſt, let it as it will feek 
a Veil wherewithal to cover that Aqtion, it 15 too 
clear a thing not to diſcover the Dirt through it. 
I know very well, that in That of yours one will 
vive a Txrn to that part that fhall ſecure your 
Glory. Butina word, Sir, you do not keep 
all the Pens in your pay 3 and there may come 
thoſe, who will believe themſelves obliged to 
take'aflight upon that Matter. In the mean time, 
the ſlander is often better received than the 

Tuth : Ard if it is true, as we muſt agree it is, 
that the greareſt Kings have not the y_ to 
hinder 
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hinder that one ſhould. give himſelf the liberty ro | h 
examine their ACtions ; How many will there: be, \ 
who will ſay thar-it is fit that: a Prince ſhould ſee 
every thing with his own Eyes, without referring 
himſelf to thoſe of others ? -Belides , that 
when one does a thing, it is alwaySiprudence- to . 
conſider the end of it, and the Conſequences 
which it can have. Now I would ask the Arch- 
biſhop of Pars, and the others, upon whom 
your Majeſty relies in the Afﬀairs of the Church, 
what Profit can you receive from embroiling your- 
ſelf with the Pope! There can be none certainly;be- 
cauſe unleſs you would quite and clean deſtroy 
Religion, All the Enterpriſes which you can make 
againſt his Holineſs, will recoil always upon you. 
The reaſon is; becauſe Exrope not being poſlible 
to continue perpetually in the ſame- State, and 
the Pope holding a great rank in'it-, not only 
upon/ the Spiritual, but alſo upon the Temporal 
Account 3 He is an Enemy , which one raifes 
up to ones ſelf, both in his own Perfon, and in 
that of his Succeſſors : And a dangerous Enemy, 
and. who hath a Thunder in his band, which does 
ſometimes mare miſchief than that which your 
Canon hurls, though. it may not make ſo much 
noiſe. The Credulity of the people is ſotnetimes 
great upon this occafion: And your Majeſty is 
too. piercing, than not to i& the Conſequences 
of it. The Thunders of Roz have often wrought 
the Subverſion of the greateſt States: And yours 
it ſelf hath felt ſuch furious ſhocks by them, 
that it hath required more than a'days time to 
faſten again. Hiſtory is all full of the 
like Occurrences:+ And it 'the Glory and the 
Power of your Majeſty ſecure you from that Fear, 
you 
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you ought however to have your Eyes Open 
upon your Deſcendants: Who will inherit very 
much of the one, it is true ; but who, although 
they may have the ſame Virtues, will not perhaps 
have the ſame good Fortune to acquire them- 
ſelves the other. 


CHAP. IX 


Of the Love which a Prince ought to have for 
his Subjeits, and of Taxes. 


F* Here is Nothing which does better prove 
the Love, that a Prince is to have for his 
Subjects, than the Refletion which he ought to 
make why. they have elevated him above them ? 
For, in ſhort, there hath been a beginning to all 
things: And ſince we acknowledge Pharamond 
for our firſt King, itis a Token that we had none 
before; or at leaſt,that we have no knowledge left 
of them. In the Time that the Ganls were un- 
der the Dominion of the Romars, they ſpeak very 
much of ſome famous Captainsamonegſt the Gazls : 
But That is all the Fitle which they give them ; 
_ and this of King hath never been attributed tothem. 
They do not rell us neither that they had the Com- 
mandof any other part of them, than the Army ; 
and the moment that the Enemy retired, every 
one returned to a private Life again. If they 
did ſtill preſerve an eſteem for thoſe more than 
for the others, it was their Virtue which engaged 
, tnem 
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them to it; and not an Authority which was 
remaining in their hands;becauſe they h2d none out 
of their ATMs. | | 

The great Efforts that the Gauls were oblt- 
ged to make to preſerve their Liberty , which 
they had taken ſo much patns to acquire, lead them 
to think upon chuſing themſelves a 2daſter. Bur 
a Maſter, who had but only the name of one 3 
and who was ſo far from making hiinſelf a Tyrant 
over. them, that he concurred with thetn to en- 
franchiſe them from the Servitude into which 
they were afraid to fall again. For it is-eafie to 
ſee, that if He, upon whom their Choice was 
fallen, had pretended to-treat them as their an- 
cient Maſters had done, they would have taken 
care preſently to have ſet bounds to his Authority. 
The Eſtabliſhment of Royalty therefore, was no 
more properly in the beginning than the Elefion 
of a Chief : To whom they engaged themſelves to 
obey,, for the Common Good ; and who was to 
have for his Subjefts the ſame AfﬀeCttion, which 
a Father of a Family hath for thoſe who compoſe 
it. So that although things may have been much 
changed fince, in ſeveral Monarchies, yet one 
muſt always recurr to the Truth, Arbitrary 
Power cannot be agreeable to any Perſon: And 
if the Turks had not introduced it amongſt them, 
their Experors there would be much more ſecure 
than they are. A Prince ought much rather to 
ſeek to reign in the hearts of his SubjeC&ts, than to 
inſlave their Wills with the fear of bis Power. 
In the mean time, according as it hath been found, 
that they have pretended to a Power to do every 
thing, this hath given occaſion in certain-Parts 
to the Convocation of the Eſtates; and in others, 
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to that which is called the Parliament, or the 
Dyer : But whatever the name is, which one gives 
to thoſe ſorts of Aſſemblies; it is always the ſame 
thing. Becauſe the one and the other do but re. 
preſent the intire Body of the Monarchy ; as it is 
compoſed of the Clergy, the Nobility and Gen- 
try, and the Third Eftate. Such is for Exam. 
ple, the Parliament of England, For as for ours, 
they are but eftabliſhed only for the uſes of admi- 
niſtrivg Juſtice to your Subjefts. So that when 
in the time of your Minority, That of Pars bath 
pretended to a Power of interfering in the Af- 
fairs of the State, it was an Encroachmeut which 
they made upan the Authority of your Majeſty : 
for which you had juſt reaſon ro puniſh them, 
Gaod Princes haye always been the Proteftors of 
theſe Eſtates, and of theſe Dyets or Parliaments, 
without being fſollicitons whether they (ſhould 
allemble them or no, Becauſe they have deſired 
todo nothing but what is advantageous to their 
People; whereof, to ſpeak properly, the Eſtates 
and the Parliaments are the Guardians. but for 
thoſe, who have had a Deſign to incroach upon 
their Liberties, and to introduce an Arbitrary 
Government, they have never dreaded any thing 
ſo much; becauſe it is the Rock of their Deſires, 
and of their ExpeCtations. 

To fay,that itis convenient that theſeAſſemblies 
ſhould be held ſo often, as we ſee that they are 
held in Erglazd, it is what I will not affirm. 
Beſides, that the length of the Deliberations 1s 2 
cauſe very many times that one loſes the Oppor- 
tunities, which it is not eafie to retrieve again. 
It is certain, that it does hot look well for Sub- 


jets to put their King ſo frequently under a 
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Tutelage. If this was perhaps permitted them, 
yet it ought not to be at the moſt but upon -im- 
portant Occaſions z and where it fees neceſſary, 
that all the Orders of the Kingdom do apply 
their Conſent. In all other things, it bs ſufficient 
that the Prince, with his Council, judges wheat. is 
reaſonable : It being to be preſumed, that he daes 
nothing but for the good of his People. 

If it was a proper place here to debate, whe- 
ther the Council ofa Prince ought to be ſuch- as 
is agreeable to the Subjects ;, and whether con- 
ſequently yours were in the right, to deſire 
that you ſhould remove from your Perſan the 
Cardinal Mazarine, the Queſtion would be cuz 
rious. One (hould fee onthe ne hand, how the 
Intereſt which they have that one gives no ill 
Counſel to your Majeſty, ſeems to authorize thag 
Pretenfion : And on the: other, the Inconvenien- 
ces which would ariſe at every moment upon 
ſo new an Eſtabliſhment. One ſhould ſee, indeed, 
that it would be to reduce at the fame time 746- 
narchs into a ſtrange conjunCture ; and that they 
would poſleſs no more than a vain appearance 
of Sovereignty. But as the buſineſs here | is upon 
another thing, I ſhall content my ſelf to ſay, that 
there reſults from the Eſtabliſhment of theſe 
Eſtates a Conſequence, which it is impoaſlible to 
reject, and ic is this; That a King ought to 
have for his People a tender Loye, and never 
ſhould doany thing that is unſuitable to it. The 
reaſon is; becauſe there would have been no need 
of the making of this Eſtabliſhmenr, if it had but 
depended upon: themſelves to do whatſoever 
ſhould ſeem good to them. But now ſince there 
1Screated, as 1 may ſay, a Guardian of the Peo- 
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ple; and who hath a Right to interpoſe his Me: 
diation to that, that there 1s nothing paſſed ro 
the prejudice of their Intereſts; it is an infallible 
Token that Princes ought to be theFathers of them, 
and not Tyrants. Otherwiſe this Creation would 
have been only made to favour the one, and to 
take away the Rights of the other. Now do we 
not {ce, that one hathever accuſed the States with 
having uſurped an Authority which was nor 
their due ; and the ſuſpicion of that is much ra- 
ther fallen upon the Princes, from which a grear 
many really would ſcarce be able to defend them- 
ſelves. 

If the Obligation of Kings towards their Peo- 
ple diſcovers it ſelf evidently by All that which 
hath been already ſaid; it will appear no leſs, 
by whar there remains to me to ſay farther. Let 
us examine what . the one and the others are : 
What they do, and what they ate obliged to do: 
And we ſhall ſee by that, that if the one owes 
Obedience to the others, the others owe Love and 
Protection to them. 

A Prince, to ſpeak properly, is in a State that 
which the Heart is with relation to all the 'Parts 
of the Body. lf the Heart is ſick, all the Body 
reſents it immediately ; In like manner, if there 
be any part of the Body which is ſo, the Heart 
ſuffers for it at the fame time. It is neceflary 
then, in order to 'eſtabliſh a perfeCt health, that 
the Heart and all the Members be of a harmony 
cogether : And that they perform their Functions 
ſo well, as to fuccour one another mutually. It 
is juſt ſo with a Prince, - and his State. There muſt 
be a perfeft Harmony betwixt hin and his Sub- 


jets; Aud if he is the /dobjte of all thrir Afttons, 
| 29 


- m— 


E__SSC_CE©_ 6. Se a 


of Monfieur Colbert. 32L 


as the heart is of all the parts of the Body, it is 
neceſſary alſo that he receive ſuccour from them, 
to cauſe his Authority to flouriſh, and to pre- 
ſerve their repoſe : Juſt as the Heart hath need 
of the ſuccour of the parts which anſwer to it, to 
maintain it ſelf in a vigorons State, and ſuch as 
there onght to be, to make them to enjoy the 
ſame. | 

If this Truth is inconteſtible, as one cannot 
doubt but it is, it is for a Prince to cauſe that 
Harmony to proſper, which depends intirely upon 
him 3 becauſe the People will never diſobey him, 
ſo long as he ſhall eſtabliſh his Reign on Juſtice. 
Now the way to be juſt to them, is to love them 
every one in right of himſelf; and not to ſuffer 
that the ſtronger oppreſles the weaker. Your Ma- 
jeſty ſeems to have provided for this ſufficiently ; 
Not only by the good Ordinances which you 
have made, but alſo by ſending into the Provinses, 
Magiſtrates , whoſe Employ it is to take care 
that they are put in Execution, Yet it is to be 
known, whether this is {till enongh :. And whe- 
ther under the name of your Majeſty,there are nof 
Violences committed, which are even greater than 
thoſe, which one hath occaſion to apprehend fron 
the &randees of your Kingdom. In fine, it is you 
who are the Power of Powers : And if the Power 
of others is Abaſed, but only to make yours to. 
Triumph, you ſhould take very good care that 
}t does not yet proceed unto Injuſtice. The A- 
yarice of the Farmers is ſuch, that provided that 
they can fill their Pockets, they regard not how, 
they expoſe the Glory of your Name. The 
Council goes ſometimes too faſt to give out Ar-. 
reits, which authorize _—_ Extorſions, The, 
Care 
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Care which they have to pleaſe your Majeſty, 
makes them, that aſloon as ever a thing ſeems 
but to be for your Intereſts, they do not much 
examine that of your People. Ll have ſeen upon 
ſome JunCtures, that they have made blind Com- 
pliances, and what one may even call Criminal 
becauſe it is to violate the Juſtice of which they 
ought to be the Defendants. Your Majeſty knows, 
that I have oppoſed my ſelf to them very often : 
And that as much fir-meſs as | have for the things, 
which I think are juſt; Iam as much grieved to 
give hands to the Eſtabliſhment of thoſe, which 
are not fo. 

Let your Majeſty call to mind what there did 
paſs at the time, that the Buſineſs of Exceſs ir 
drinking was before the Board! 1I ſet my ſelf a- 
22inſt it withall my power: And if the thing had 
but depended upon me, it had never been done. 
I knew really the Injuſtice of it: Although they 
had endeavoured to give to it all the Colours, as 
one could poſlibly imagine. And ſo it made ſuch 
a noiſe in the end, that your Majeſty thought it 
convenient to revoke that new Tax. 

There ere ſome others of this Nature, which 
they have eſtabliſhed, and which yet are ſo crying, 
that they cannot be of a long duration. I reckon 
in this number, that which is done in a grezt 
many places ; where they oblige one to pay two 
Duties, which ought to be incompatible. 'Fhat 
is, the Duty of Admiſſion, which is levied wthe 
Free Towns; and the Taille. In the mean time, 
although your Majeſty enters not into the Account 
of this Matter, they do not forbear to make you, 
as well as me, reſponſible for it. They imagine, 


that it is not done but by your expreſs Order, 
and 
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and by my Counſel. And yet it is the Intendants 
of the Provinces, who have the greateſt part in 
it of any : And the deſire which they have to make 
their Court, by increaſing the Revenue of Your 
Majeſty, leads them, that they do not regard how 
they are the inſtruments of Oppreſſion upon the 
People. 

That, which occaſions this diſorder, is this ; 
that the Council, out of which thoſe [nrtendantsare 
elefted, and whoſe Members are deſigned to ſuc- 
ceed to them in their Places, would believe they 
did an injury to themſelves, if they did not follow 
their Orders. - Beſides, the firſt Inſtances in 4 
Matter of the Duties to Your Majeſty, being to 
be niade moſt commonly before the General Aſſe/- 
fors, what Juſtice hath your People to hope for 
there? Your People, who plead properly before 
their Adverſaries,as one may ſay; becauſe there is 
not a General Afeſſur in France, who is not a 
Penſioner to the Farmers, This is an Abuſe, to the 
Reformation whereof your Majeſty is obliged to 
attend 3 and you know that I have ſpoken to you 
of it many times. As to the Intenaznts, the thing 
is more nice : Becauſe it is for the good of your 
State, that a Poſt like theirs ſhould not be filled 
but by Perſons who are zealous for your Intereſts. 
Becauſe if it was by difficult Men, and woo ſhould 
not watch of themſelves to the good: of four At. 
fairs, they would go to ruine preſentiy. That: 
which is to be obſerved here, is this ; That they do 
not over-ſtretch things cut of Flattery : And it 15 
for your Majeſty, and the Council, to fer bounds 
to the great deſires, which they have to render 
tnemſelves agreeable. Very often too, a Paſhior 
[9 heap up Riches forms a great (Underſtanding 
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betwixt the Farmers and them. Wherefore to 
avoid this Abuſe, Your Majeſty is not only to 
caſt your choice upon Perſons, as are capable of 
ſuch an Employ ; but who alſo may be in a con- 
dition to maintain it, without doing Mean things, 
For juſt as a King hath the Glory of all the Good 
which is done in a Kingdom, ſo they come upon 
him for all the ill that is done there too. 

Now all theſe things contribute very much to 
the Love, or to thegHatred which one hath to a 
Prince : ſo that he cannot for this reaſon be too 
reſerved in laying on of new Burdens ; nor too 
circumſpett upon the Examer of Perſons, to 
whom he pleaſes to tatruſt his Authority. 


——  — 4 


UGHAP. 1 
Of All the K ingdom in General. 


V Vir I conſider in my mind attentively 


the Kingdom, and in what manner 1t 

is compoſed, I find in it fix forts of Eſtates of 
Men, which are quite different the one from the 
- Other: and which contribute all of them to its 
Grandeur, if it was not for one, which is ſo very 
far from concurring to It, that they deſtroy it 
intirely, The firſt is the Clergy, The tecond, 
the Nobility and Gentry, The third, the Third 
Eſtate, in which the Lawyers alſo are comprized 5 
The fourth, the Men of Buſmmeſs > The fifth, 
the Tradeſmen; and the fixth the F5p4ns- 
Me? 
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men.T he Clergy never can beconſidered,as an unpro- 
fitable Member : They, who labour to maintain Reli- 
gion : Which being once taken away, or waſted 
in any of theſe Parts, it would be follow'd by 
ſuch a miſchief, as is, as I have made 1t appear 
here before, irremediable. 

The Gentry, in like manner, is a Body, which 
givesnot only a Luſtre to a Monarchy, but which 
is alſo its faſteſt ſupport. 

As to the Lawyers, it ſeemggto conſider things 
but ſuperficially, that they are even mare uſeful 
than the two others. But yet if one will give 
himſelf the trouble to ſearch them to the bottom, 
one ſhall find that they are ſo very far from being 
neceſſary 1n a State, that they are the intire ruine 
of it. That Multiplicity of Juſtices Royal and 
Subaltern, thoſe Bailywicks, thoſe Preſiaial Courts, 
and thoſe Parliaments, are as ſo many Blood- 
ſuckers, that eat up your People : And I main- 
tain, that they colt them every Year above Two 
hundred Millions. The remedy which is to be 
had againſt ſo great an Evil, I ſhall examine into 
by and by. In the mean time, I paſs on toano- 
ther ſort of LZeeches, who are altogether as much 
a as they 3 but who however are of more 
Ule. 

| mean the Mer of Buſineſs: Whom the 
Common People look upon as the Inſtruments of 
all their Evils: And if they are not altogether de- 
ceived in that, yet it is ſtill true to ſay, that this 
Abuſe may be correfted more eaſily than the 9- 
ther. And in ſhort, if it is an Evil, it is not 
one, for which there is no Remedy. I ſhall 
bring this Matter under an Examinztion in a mo- 
ment, after I have ſpoken firſt of certain things 
which ought to precede it. T3 
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- The Tradeſmen are: ordinarily compri- 
zed within the Third Eſtate, and fo like- 
wiſe the Husbandmen : But in truth they ſhould 
very well deſerve to be ſeparated from thence, 
and to haveeach their place a-partz becauſe it is 
not juſt that they ſhould be confounded with a 
Company of Petrifoggers: They, who labour as 
effectually to the Conſervation of the State, as 
the others do with application to its ruine. So 
that T preſume Yo@'Majefty is too prudent, than 
not to accord to them your ProteCtion in all 
things 3 and to concurr with them to cauſe Trade 
and Tillage to flonriſh. 1f it was not, that all 
things may go on in order ,l would enlarge my ſelf 
here upon the Advantages which you may pro- 
cure them. © But becauſe they cannot pretend to 
£0 before thoſe who now come to be ſpoken to, 
1 return to the Clergy, who ought to precede all 
the other Orders of the Kingdom. 


C'H'AP. XI. 
Of the Clergy. 


P ety isa thing ſo neceſſary to' an Eccleſiaſtsck, 
- that your Majeſty hath al] the reaſon ig the 
World not to confer Benefices ,, but upon thoſe 
who ſhall appear to you to be @#7t#0 Men. In the 
mean time, ſince one Knows very well how to 
diſſemble ones ſelf, when it is for his Intereſt, one 
*muſt not always judge by the appearances > (0 
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that it is good to make theſe Men paſs through 2 
Streiner, The Seminaries, which have been efta- 
bliſhed for this purpole, are of a wonderful 
Uſe. For althoughart one's coming in there, one 
ſhould even bring a Worldly Spirit with him, it is 
as it were impoſlible, that. one: does not loſe it 
amongſt the good Examples which he lees every 
day before his Eyes. But it wonld be convenienc, 
I thiok, to limit a certais fime for the continuance 
there : And that the Perſons of Quality, as well 
as others, ſhould be fubjefteS to it. It would 
be proper alſo ia my Opinion, that there ſhould 
be no Privileges for the exemption of any. one. 
Far beſides, that it is more difhcult to hide 'ones- 
ſelf before the Eyes of a Saperieur, who examines 
you with great application, it is alſo Then, when 
you are amongſt. Perſons of Quality, that one 
learns a thouſand things which are neceſlary to an 
Ecclefiaſtick, and which are never learnt fo well 

elſewhere. | 
The AMulriplicity of Benefices in one and the 
{ame Perſan, is a thing which is in uſe at this day : 
But which is not forborn however to be condem- 
ned by nice Confciences. The ſcrupulous even 
doubt very much, whether it is lawful to re- 
move from one Church to another: And they 
pretend, that as it is forbidden a Man to change 
a Wife, or to have many at the {ſame time; fo 
a Churchman cangort: poſſeſs - many Benefices , 
= ever commure that which hath been given to 

im. Ts 

The Greedineſs of Miniſters, and of other Per- 
tons of :conſideraggon; joyned with the neceſſity 
which the Kings, your Predeceſſors, and You 
have had to recompence their Services, bath in- 
L Y 4 troduced 
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rroduced this abuſe inſenſibly. But it is good 
to take heed of the conſequences, which it draws 
on with it - and which are ſuch, that your Ma- 
jeſty cannot remedy them too ſoon. The ZEccle- 
ſiaſticks, who come from ſo ſuſpicious a hand, 
are not uſually the moſt proper for the edifica- 
tion of the People. - As they are brought up in 
Opulence, and'amongſt the grand Monde, the 
moſt part, of them” retain rhe-faults thereof. 
Their Tables and their Stables conſume the Pa- 
:rimony of the: Por; and in ſo great an abun- 
dance, if they caſt: ſometimes. their eyes upon 
thoſe, it is but to: order that one ſhould rid 
them of ſo diſagreeable a ſight,. inſtead of having 
a compaſſion for them,  - 

If they had but eſtates only proportionable to 
their Character, they would live more frugally, 
and would give a leſs occaſion of ſcandal. Grear 
Riches do but ſerve to ruine a Man - and if it is 
true as the Goſpel ſays, that whatever Income a 
Clergy-man hath, heis to take no more with him 
than bis Neceſſaries ; How is it dangerous to bave 
fourſcore'or a hundred thouſand Livres, Rent ; 
as we ſee a great many that have it ? Did they 
indeed ſuſtain the Burden of the State, your Ma- 
jeſty would find a means, the Service of God a- 
part, wherewithal to recompence their good Ser- 
vices. But they are, as to that reſpeCt, unpro- 
fitable Members 3 and altogether on. the contrary, 
they make uſe of their Charafter, but - to the 
Tuinirg of others : upon whom they throw the 
Tenths, and the other Duties of the Clergy 3 and 
diſcharge themfelves from them with great 
CATE. | | va. oY net 5% G 
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Your Majeſty beſides, who in the great extent 
which your Kingdom is of, hath occaſion for a 
large number of good Servants, would have 
more ways to reward them, if. you ſhould ſpread 
about to many, that which very often 1s not capa- 
ble to content the greedineſs of one ozly. But that, 
which you ought to conſider. more than all things, 
is; that it is for the Service of God, and the. Sal. 
vation of an infinite number of Perſons. Becauſe 
it is eaſie to apprehend, that great Riches being 
for. che moſt part a Stwmbling-block, thoſe who 
havg ſo Much, make almoſt always an ill uſe of 
them. From whence it comes. to paſs, that they 
are an occaſion of ſcandal to their Dioceſes ; 
where if there was a Biſhop, who had but an in- 
different Revenue, he would employ it in uſeful 
things, and ſuch as ſhould give Edification. 

To put things into this State, there is no ne- 
ceſlity to take away the revenues of theBiſhopricks, 
and of the Abbeys : but it would be fitting, that 
thoſe that are worth above ten thouſand Livres 
Rent, ſhould be charged with the maintaining of 
a Vicar or a School-maſter in the Pariſhes, where 
there is none 3 and where there is:yet a neceflity 
to have one. . For the People being to \ poor, that 
they cannot ſupport the leaſt new Charge; with- 
out. being oppreſled,- the Youth: abides without 
any inſtruftion.. In the mean time ten thouſand 
Livresa Year for a Biſhop or an Abbot, is more 
than is ſufficient to maintainithem;* The Service 
of--God does not. require, that 'they ſhould; have 
their Equipagesfoflorid and ſa-fumptuous ; nor 
their Tables ſo magnificent and fo delicate, In 
the time of the Primitive Church, there did not 
that Luxury reign amongſt them z and da ay 
ant, ee, 
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ſee, that there were more Saints then, than Bi- 
ſhops or Abbots of the Court. 

Another Good that this will do, is ; that Per. 
ſons of Quality, who now perſwade themſelves 
to embrace an Eccleſiaſtick life but only for the 
great Eſtates which are affixed to it, would not 
zake to that any more, unleſs they were truly 
called. So that we ſhonld have hereafter none, 
but Men of great Picety and great Zeal : whoſe ex- 
ample alone wonld ſuffice to draw others to the 
ſame life ; as there is nothing which brings us to 
recolle& our ſelves more, than what we obſerve 
in thoſe who are raiſed above ns. 


_— 
—_—— 
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Of "the Gentry. 

T HE Gentry heretofore was very confidera- 
; blein France; and their valour was always 

ſo redoubtable to your Enemies, that when they 
Ktiew' them tobe in your Armies, they have made 
a difficulty of perſwading themſelves to. come to 
4 Battel. But they have, this ſome time ago, loſt 
very much of their luſtre z and are fallen into ſo 
great a Poverty, that they are not tobe knowa 
again, There are ſome Politicians, who pretend; 
that this' is an advantage to your Majeſty ::and 
that if they were ſo flouriſhing as they were -in 
thoſe days, -your Power would be far the lefs ſe- 
| cure 
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cure for it. But theſe Maxims hold more of the 
Politicks of Machiavel, than of thoſe of a great 
King. A Reign built upon the love of the Peo- 
ple, is of a much longer duration' than one, that 
one pretends to eſtabliſh upon Tyranny. The 
times are not always the ſame in a State and 
when they come to change, there is a reaſbhi to 
fear, that thoſe whom one uſes fo very ill ma 
ſhow their diſcontentment at it by fone fignal dif- 
.obedience. 

I obſerve divers occaſions of Complaint a- 
mongſt Gentlemen. The firſt is, that they ate 
made to ſpend themſelves upon the'War, and that 
their Services are il] rewarded. The ſecond, that 
the Inrendants Arm their Vaſlals againſt them, by 
the proteCtion which they give to them very of- 
ten fo the prejudice of juſtice. The third, that they 
are expoſed to the Avarice of the Farmers, under 
ſpecions pretences 3 but which have indeed their 
ruine 'for their objet. The fourth, that the 
Rank that they have always held in the Monar- 
chy, is no longer regarded : and that in fine your 
Majeſty diſtinguiſhes them no more, than if they 
were born of the Lees of the People. 

As to the firſt, it ſeems to me to be ill foun- 
ded: becauſe your Majeſty, as very powerful as 
you'are, is not however enough /o, to gratifie all 
the World. In the mean time they ſhould ob- 
ſerve, that the Creation which you have made 
of the Companies of Caders, and the eſtabliſhmeng 
of the Houſe of S. Cir, is indirectly a recom- 
pence which you give them. Becauſe you free 
them by that means of the charge of their Chil- 
dren ; who are brought up at the expence of 
your Majeſty, and who are put into a condition 
£0 


\ 


332 The Political Laſt Teſtament 


to attain to all things by an education, which is 
conformable to their Birth. 

If they pretend, that the Recompences are nat 
always diſtributed according to merit, and that 
the Marquis of Lowvozs does, as to him ſeems good, 
upon thoſe forts of occafions, it is an evil to 
which one cannot give a remedy. It is impoſſible 
for your Majeſty to enter into ſo vaſt an Account. 
How ſhould you know all the Officers, and every 
ones Merit, who have ſo many different Armies, 
and that att ſo far out of your fight? It muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be, that you refer your ſelf to him, who 
is charged with. the care of the War: and. if he 
impoſes upon. you,, it is to him alone that they 
ought to come for it. 

For the ſecond, I think, it is the more juſt and 
the more reaſonable of the two : Becauſe, as it is 
not allowed to a Gentleman to oppreſs his Vaſ- 
fal, fo it will be ſaid, that the Vaſlal onght not 
to fail in his reſpe&t towards his Lord. But as 
It is mach wore rare, that. the one happens than 
the other 3 this is an occaſion, that one lays al- 
moſt always the blame to him, upon whom falls 
the ſuſpicion. One ſuppoſes, that the oppreſſion 
comes rather on the part of him, who hath the 
Power in his hand, than of him who hath it nor. 
So ane condemns him without a knowledge of 
the matter ; in which one does not do well how- 
ever; becauſe there is nothing more inſolent 
than a Peaſant, who thinks he hath got a -Prote- 
&ion. In the mean time it is difficult enough to 
tiid'a medium to all this. For if one believes a 
Gentleman upon his Parole, one runs a risk often- 
times to be deceived : and if one gives credit to 
the Peaſant, one is Rill lefs aſſured of not Falling 

pro 
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Ito the ſame caſe. The remedy that I find for 
it, is this; for an /zrendant to endeavour to clear 
the Truth up, before he orders an information a= 
bout it. Becauſe an order of that nature is a ve- 
xation always to an innocent Perſon : eſpecially 
when it is raiſed againſt him by a Man,who owes 
him reſpe&. Burt if one finds, that this expedient 
is contrary to juſtice, where it requires diſpatch, 
it is neceſſary at leaſt, that an example be made 
of the Calamniator : and that there be no ſuch vi- 
ſible favour uſed, as may tend to oppreſs a Man, 
who hath ſo much occaſion to complain. 

The third ſtands upon a lawful foundation,and 
againſt which there is nothing to be alledged. I 
have ſaid before to your Majeſty, that. the man- 
ner in which the Yiſration was made upon the 
Gentry hath been extremely burdenſome to them. 
I think therefore, that to the end that they may 
not be ſubject for the future to the like vexations, 
it is neceſſary to ſeek out an expedient to make 
them to be known. This is very eaſie. Let 
there be an exaCt Y/itation once made of them : 
but which does not paſs through the hands of 
the Farmers. Then, when this ſhall be done, 
there needs only a Catalogue to be taken of all 
the Gentry of each Province : and that for the 
future, they and their deſcendants ſhall remain 
exempt from ever being viſited again. In the 
mean time to hinder, that one who is no Gentle- 
»an does not graft himſelf into a Family, which 
may be extinct, it 1s but to oblige every one to 
deliver in an Extract of the Bapriſms and the 2or- 
tuaries, which (hall happen in his Houſe. By this 
means one ſhall ſce, that there ſhall be no fal/e 
Gentry mads : and as for thoſe, who ſhall acquire 


their 
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their Gentility for the time to come, they ſhall be 
obliged to cauſe themſelves to be Regiſtred, with 
the Titles, in virtue whereof they ſhall have ac- 
quired the ſame. 

If your Majeſty thinks good to paſs this Ordi- 
nance, and to keep faſt to that, that one does not 
contravene It in any manner, you will gain intire- 
ly the love of the Gentry, and do beſides an act of 
juſtice. For toſay the truth, a Gentleman, to 
whom it hath coſt money and .care to deliver 
himſelf out of the hands of the Farmers, ought 
to think-it ſtrange to ſee himſelf the next day 
fallen into the ſame vexation, under the ſame 

retence, There come others, who ſummon him 
or his Fraxk, Fees : and theſe pretend, that with- 
out an underſtanding which there hath been with 
the former Farmers, thoſe Fees would have been 
ſubje&ed to the Viſitation which hath been made 
before. So there muſt be another Law eſtabliſh'd, 
and the repoſe once for a} of an order be fſecu- 
red, which is the molt conſiderable in your State. 
Your Majeſty hath a greater intereſt in it, than 
you obſerve. - It is the principal ſupport of your 
Crown ; and if it did not give an example to o- 
thers by the Zeal, which it hath always had for 
your Service, every thing would ſoon go upſide 
down, You muſt do more: Although your Ma- 
jeſty hath already done much for it, in that 
which 1 have been ſpeaking of already, you are 
obliged to do for it more ſtill, This may eaſily 
be, if you will oblige the Converts of the aids 
to receive, without Portion, the Gentlewomen 
who ſhall have a deſire to be Religious. This will 
be a Weight taken off of the ſhoulders of a Fa- 


ther and a Mother, and from whence your _ 
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ity will derive a great advantage. For the For- 
rune which was to came to them, will go to their 
Brothers ; and render thoſe by conſequence more 
in a condition to ſerve in your Armies. There- 
fore, this is the true way to comfort your Gen- 


try 3 and to make them to forget all the matters 


of Complaint which they can have. In reality 
they find no great occafion of conſolation in the 
Eſtabliſbmenr of $t, Cir. It is buta drop of wa- 
ter to the thirſt, which preſſeth them : and that 
Houſe is not capable to contain the Hundredth 
part of the Gentlewomen, who would be glad to 
find a retreat there. For want of an Aſylum, 
ſuch as this, many paſs their lives in- that lan- 
guiſhing manner, that it is to be pitied. Yet 
theſe are of the happieſt and the wiſeſt of them - 
and there are others, whom Poverty obliges to 
take a Husband out of the Lees of the People, to 
the end to be able to ſubſiſt by their labour. 

A Retreat, ſuch as this, would be alſo much 
more handſome, than that which they give to the 
greateſt part of the Ladies of St, Cir. Although 
Perſons of the greateſt Power concern them- 
ſelves there ; a Lady, who hath a Heart as good 
as her Birth, cannot but be regretted to ſee, 
that they oblige her to give her ſelf to a Collefor 
of the Maltore, Thoſe, who have other ſenti- 
ments,carry but only a ſhow of Gentility, with=- 
out having any thing of the Reality and the Spi- 
rit of it. I will only uſe for a proof of this, 
that which hath happened lately in the Houſe of 
a great Lady : where a Gentlewoman of a good 
Birth having been married to one of her Dome- 
ſticks, by the baſeneſs of her Relations, who fſa- 
crificcd her for the advanzages which they ho- 
ped 
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ped for by it in their own Particulars, ſhe ſuf- 
fered her ſelf to die with grief. However the 
fame Man Courts again at this day a Lady, who 
would not have him, if they permitted her to 
ſpeak her own Heart : And yet he will have her, 
IM ſpite of her ſelf and of her Gnardian ; becauſe 
all the Powers are for him. 

One expoſes in the mean time extremely the 
honour of your Majeſty, by interpoſing in this 
manner with your Authority to attain to the end 
of ones pretenſions. For theſe ſorts of things are 
not done ordinarily, but by virtue of a Letter 
under the Privy Signet ; by which one takes away 
a Young Lady from her Relations, to put het 
into Religion, After that, they endeavour to dif. 
"poſe her to be diſobedient, on purpoſe that (he 
ſhould do that, which the Laws of God and 
Men require, that ſhe ſhould not do. And it is 
thus, that a great many good Heireſles have been 
facrificed ; whileft thofe who are concerned, have 
done it, without reflecting, that they alienate by 
that means the more from your Majeſty the minds 
of the Gentry, who appear to be intereſted in 
it. Thus the Connteſs de Talard, the Marchio- 
neſs de Thiange, and a great . many others have 
been married againſt the Will of their Relations. 
In the mean time, however this goes down with 
Perſons of 'Quality, it is no Conſolation to a Fa- 
ther and to a Mother, who ſhould take other 
meaſures; and who flattered themſelves, that un- 
der the Reign of your Majeſty, who loves juſtice 
ſo much, they ſhould be fafe from this vio- 
lence. 

The Gentry ſtand in need again of another Suc- 


ear, which they cannot hope for but from your, 
Majeſty. 
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Majeſty. They are indebted over their ears: and 
unleſs by your means they find a Secret to diſen- 
gage themſelves, it muſt abſolutely be, that they 
periſh. The Remedy for it is not however very 
difficult to be found ; and your Majeſty will al- 
{ſo do an adt of juſtice thereby ; inaſmuch .as it 
will reſtore to them the repoſe, which they have 
loſt for the Love of you : Since it is certain,that 
they are only in_the condition, in which they are 
at this day, from hence, that they are ruined by 
your Service. - ' You will do more ſtill by is. All 
thoſe, who are their Creditors, will have an infi- 
nite obligation to you. Becauſe you will deliver 
them by the ſame means out of a Labyrinth of ſuits, 
wherein there is no end to,be had for the perverſe- 
neſs of the Judges,and the Chicanerie of the Parties., 
And this is but only to atder,.,that the Debtors 
ſhall be obliged to give up. Lands in proportion 
to their Debts, and.that there be. an eſtimation 
made thereof at a reaſonable rate: Not upon the 
. Price, which they carry at this preſent; but 
upon that, which they did carry five and twenty 
ears, ago. Becauſe it would .be to fink them 
wer 0 to Ke ngs heir eſfates on- 
y in the preſent value,. now..that Miſery ;hat 
_ diminiſhed them ane third: Which canner Gary 
laſt ; becauſe it is. apparent, that, aſſoon as there 
will be a better order of things, they will return 
again upto the price at which they were be- 
ore. LTC or re 3-4 
. Buk to the end that the- Creditors ſhould have. 
yo cauſe to .complain, it will be good firſt ro re- 
uce . all Rents to 4. per _ Cent. and to give 
them the option, . either to reduce .theirs. ap-, 
on the ſame foot, -or to Wpke the funds which, 
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ſhall be offered to them. Fulizs Ceſar did very 
nigh the ſame thing, when he ſaw the Romans ſo 
much in debt, that without That it was impoſſible 
for them tb recover themſelves. He ordered, 
that the Debtors ſhonld pay their Creditors in the 
manner as [have id : and that the Creditors 
ſhould be obliget to be contented with it. 
If your Majeſty did but a thivg, ſuch as this 
1s, yon would find a benefit by it, which cannot 
be exprefſed. The reafon is, becauſe Gentlemen 
would not only be'more in a condition 'to ſerve 
on ; but alſo when you ſhould have an occaſion 
or money, you will have all oy bon - y of =4 
Kingdom come to you. For which purpoſe, 
you need only take it at 5 Cem, And 
this would oblige 'every one to bring it to you: 
becanſe they would find their advantage more with 
you, than with any body beſides. | 
In the mean time 'to hinder, that ſo good an 
order-is not corrupted in the ſequel, it would be 


convenient to do that, which was done twelve 


years age z but Which was riot put in execation 
for the intrigues of the Parlia It would'be 


cotvenient to/erett, Repſfryes, for the recording 
of all Contracts and all obligations. This would 
be a means, that 'hb Perſon ſhall be cheated: and 
that one ſhould ſee there, whenever one pleafed 
to take the tronble, the debrs'of each particular 
Man: fo that one ſhall know in the nick'&f time, 
whether there is ſecurity for him to lend the' mo- 
ney, which fhall be deſired of him. Bur the Par- 
{:ament had no mind tb paſs ſo excellent an eſtab- 
lIiſhment 3 which had cut off the Head of that 
Hydra of Protefſes, from whence they Araw all 
their Wealth. They remonſtrated, that the for- 
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tunes of the greateft Perſons. of the Corr, 
would be diminiſhed to nothing by it: having 
for the moſt park more debts than money, they 
would find no help for themſalves, aſloon as their 
Affairs ſhould be diſcovered. So having found; 
under this pretence, how to engage a.great num- 
ber of conſiderable Perſons in their intereſts, 
they Caballed ſo very well all _—_ that your 
Majeſty ſuſpended the Edit, which you had given 
out about it. h 

However, that reaſon is too weak tb ſtop. the 
courſe of ſo great a Good. One muſt re-eſtabliſh 
again the T#$#, which is loſt;- and ſecure the 
fortunes of thoſe ' who lend their money; One 
muſt re-eſtabliſh again alſo the Credir of private 
Perſons, which i$/folt withoor remedy. And 
rea Lat who have Eſtates yet left them,” find 
no relief for themſelves in their' neceſlities ; * be- 
cauſe one believes them to be more in Uebt very 
often than they are. © One muſt make it touppear 
clear $o thoſe, who ſhould affiſt rhem, whether or 
no they ſhall find their gs + it.” And one 


muſt take away from ſuch as deſigo to cheat o- 
thers, the med of being able ro 4s it, as it-hap- 
pens to be donie daily. FL TY ng 
There will ariſe again upon this, another Good, 
which cannot be denzed. Perſons, whore in ne- 
cellity, finding no ſiccour elſewhere, addreſs 
themſelyes continually to the —_— who fitith 
their ruine ſoon; Now the erecting of theſe” Re- 


giſtries will bring one clear off of their hands, 


with'caſe; The moment that one ſhall have a For- 
tune, one ſhall ſee what onEhath to dot and -ag 
for thoſe who have nothing, they will be got in 2 
power any longer to CHEAT any body. 
EL? 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Of the Men of the Law. 


T' will appear very ſtrange, that I ſhould ſpeak 
here of the neceſſity, which there is, to de- 
Rroy- intirely the | der: of the Law ; becauſe. it 
ſeems, as if I meant to introduce Violence and 
Libertinage : two things which are extremely to 
be dreaded in-a State. . But if I sffirm, that this 
is the way to render the State the more flouriſh- 
ins, and to remove away all the Abuſes from- it ; 
t do not pretend by that, that Equity is to be ba- 
iſhed, no more than the fear-of God, and of the 
Prince. There are Methods to cauſe juſtice to 
be adminiſtred, without its being made ſo great 
a-burden: to the. People :.and this may be done 
ealily, by practiſipg what I am a- going to ſay 
DOW.” | 

The thing which renders at this day the Mer 
of the Law Oherous to the Publick, is; 'the ſelling 
of /Places, which the Kings, the. Predeceſſors of 
your Majeſty, bave introduced ; and the Taxes 
which, have been laid from time to time upon 
them : of which they are obliged to reimbourſe 
themſelves-upon the Parties, who fall unfortonate- 
ly-into their hands. Now 'as tliey would be a- 
fraid of forcing thoſe. ro' cry ont too loud, if 
they flead them. all at once, they ſtretch out the 
Suits, to the end. to ſqueeze them by little and 
little : and that ofie ſhould not difcern, /as't; may 
call them, their Robberies. In the mean — 
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ſuck you, as far as to the laſt drop of your blood: 
and this is a miſery, wherennto are expoſed all 
thoſe who are at Law. They muſt quit their 
Aﬀairs to go to ſollicite, to go to tarry many 
Years in the Cities, to loſe their quiet and their 
money, and in ſhort to lead a life as miſerable, 
aS thoſe do, who are at the Galleys. In the mean 
time, what need would there be of all this, if 
Juſtice was well adminiftred ? And of whatſoe- 
ver nature an Affair may be, is it neceſſary to diſl- 
figure it ſo by a maſs of trifting and paltry pro- 
cedures ? The Truth is always uniform : and why 
would they make it ſuſceptible then, of ſo many 
Colours ? | 

To remedy this, the way would be to abrogate 
all at one blow, all that which is in uſe at this 
day ; and to order, that for the future things 
ſhould be done as they are in Tarkze, or before the 
Conſuls , where matters are judged upon the 
place, ard without the neceſlity of a hesp of old 


- Papers. But as it is impoſlible,. that People accu- 


ſtomed to. ſo great an abuſe ſhould be willing to 
reform themſelves all on a ſudden, it is fit to con- 
ſider to cur it off by the root, before the remedy 
is to be applied to It. 

T his may eaſily be, and your Majeſty will do 
it, when you pleaſe, by ſuppreſling the Palette. 
For although there. comes to you a large revenue 
from thence, by the way of an Annual Duty and 
Loans ;, yet It is--not comparable to the good, 


which wil] redound to the Publick, and to your 


Majeſty in your own particular, by this. +1 have 
ſaid: before, that the 2c of the Law ſtand your 
People in two hundred Millions. - This is caſte to 
conceive, if one conſiders the great number of 
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theſe Leeches, which the People mult all main- 
tain ; and the Charges, which they are obliged ta 
be at, to proſecute their Suits, A poor Peaſant, 
who goes to Law, loſes not only bis Money, but 
his Time too, which is more dear to him. He is 
pot getting his Living, whileſt he is marching 
from Houle to Houſe to follicite. And many 
times they ſhut the door upon him there, if he 
hath not the ſecrgt with him, of cauſing it. to be 
opened to him by Preſents. 

The Benefit, which each one would find in ha- 
ving juſtice to be adminiſtred in another manner 
than it is at this day, is too viſible than to inlarge 
my ſelf much: upon that Subject. It is ſufficient 
to baniider, what would accrue by it to your 
Majeſty and to your State. And this is 3s clear 
aS the other : and it is not only obyious to think, 
that your People being more at their eaſe, be- 
cauſe they will be the leſs ſucked, will be more 
in a condition. to ſupply your occaſions ; but that 
this who!e generation of Leeches, having no more 
trade,” will be obliged to take to one, which ſhall 
be more profitable to the Monarchy. Some will 
put themſelves in Arms : eſpecially the rich,and 
ſuch as would deſire to vye with Perſons of Qua- 
lity. The others will take to Trade or Buſineſs ; 
which will be equally to the Advantage of your 
Majeſty. For the more Soldzers you ſhall have, 
the more you will render your ſelf formidable to 
your Enemies : and the more, Merchant that there 
ſhall be in the State, the more it will flouriſh. It 
ſeems indeed, as if there needed but theſe two 
Profeffions, and Agriculture, to make a State to 
flouriſh intirely. But I muſt however add ano- 


ther to them, as I will how by and by ; and when 
I hall 


RAE... - 


of Monfieur Colbert. 343 


I fhall produce the reaſons for it, I hape that one 
will ſubmit himſelf to-thoſe, whatever, prepoſ{- 
ſeſſion he may. have with him. Only I myſt fi- 
niſh this Chapter firſt : which would be imper- 
fect, if I did not ſhow, which way I pretend, 
that juſtice ſhall be — when ane ſhall 
have ſuppreſſed all the Courts, which we ſee are 
eſtabliſhed at this time, 

I would have it, that in the compaſs of a Baily- 
wick , Your Majeſty ſhould make Choice of three 
Perſons of good underſtanding; and that you ſhould 
eſtabliſh thoſe «to be the judges of all the diffe- 
rences, which ſhould ariſe there. "That thoſe 
three Perſons ſhould be choſen out. of the Clergy, 
the Gentry, and the third Eſtate : That every one * 
ſhould plead there bis own cauſe ; and if he did 
not think himſelf able enough for it, he ſhould 
take one of his Friends to do it in his ſtead : 
That if they played Tricks, one fhould ſend them 
at the ſame time to the place of Execution : That 
this ſhould be done withaut Charges, and without 
any courſe of Proceſs: and the Party which ſhall 
be in the wrong ſhall be condemned not only 
in Coſts, but ina Fine too. However he ſhould. 
have power to Appeal to your Majeſty : who for 
this purpoſe ſhould eſtabliſh a certain number af 
Judges at Paris ; whereof ſame ſhould take the 
cognizance of the Appeals of ane Prayince, and 
others of another. But no Janger than for ons 
Year only : and at the end of that time, they 
ſhould change the Judges, and blend them one 
with another. That their Stipends, as well as 
thoſe of the Judges in the Provinces, thould be 
taken upon the People; apo whom there _—_— 

| 4 ' 
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be Iaid a Taile, like that which is levyed for your 
Majeſty.  * FR 


- If this was eſtabliſhed, one ſhould ſee in a lit- - 


tle time no more Suits : and your People would 
for ever Blefs your Majeſty, for. having reſtored 
to them Quiet and Plenty by ſo. good a regula- 
tion. : 


CH AP. XIV. 
Of the Men of Bufmeſs. 


N a State of the extent af this of your Maje- - 


ſy, and whoſe bounds have been augmented 
by the defeat of your Enemies, it is neceſſary to 
be always ſure of a ſuccour;which cannot fail you ; 
6n purpoſe, that if they take a fancy to revenge 
their loſſes by ſome irruption, your Majeſty 
ſhould be ina condition to render their efforts un- 
profitable. It is impoſſible that you ſhould do 
this of your felf, although you have a great Re 
venue. . Becauſe if you fhould go to hoard up, 
all the People would be ſenſible of it immediately. 
There is but a certain quantity of Money in Trade; 
and this is neceflarily to be ſpread about, to make 
a Kingdom to flouriſh. 

If one had a time to prepare oneſelf for a War, 
and that it was proclaimed long before by a 
Herald, a Prince would have the leiſure to fill 
his Coffers, to ſupport the weight of it. But as 
ore only deſires to. come upon one another by 
; Þ ſurpriſe 
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ſurprize, it is a thing of the utmoſt neceſſity to 
have ſome Remedy to go to. Now there is none 
ſuch to be had, but by the way of the Mer of 
Buſineſs : Whoſe Credit makes all Purſes ſtir- 
ring. For which reaſon your Majeſty-bath an In- 
tereſt not only to ſerve your ſelf of chem ; but you 
wuſt alfo proteCt them. Only it is fit to hinder, 
that they do not become Blood-ſuckers .to 
the People ; and to puniſh moſt ſeverely thoſe, 
who ſhall be guilty of any ExaCtion. If it is juſt that 
they gain ſomething, it 1s not juſt that they rob 
with Impunity. | | 

To allow them an honeſt Gain, and ſuch as 
may. be capable to attraCt :them, I reckon that 
it is ſufficient to grant them a Sixth of a Remit- 
tanceKnd two Sols at the outſide for Affairs extraor- 
dinary. For as for what concerns the Farms of 
your. Majeſty,l think that one cannot put them into 
a better order, than that in which they are at 
preſent. One muſt put down the Forfeitures, in 
which Por ne Compie point de Pexcedant as it 
is with LZoans 3 Becauſe this would be to recal 
again the Miniſtry of Monſieur Faxquer, and-ta 
open the door to all the Abuſes which were com- 
mitted in his time. A Farmer too, who looks to 
the time to come, ought not to wiſh to make thoſe 
Coups fourres,which render hisownFortune inſecure, 
as well as that of his Children. There comes a 
Viftation , which forces him to diſgorge; and 
many times he rots in Priſon. It is better thas 
he contents himſelf with an indifferent Gain,. and 
that his mind be more at quiet. 

In theſe ſorts of Tradings, it is neceſſary that 
He,..upon whom your Majeſty relies as to your 
Revenue, mult miſtruſt the Honeſty of the Com- 
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pary , which he ſhall charge himſelf with. It 
would be difficult for bim, unleſs he uſes all his 
precautions, to keep himſelf that he is not de- 
ceived often in the State of the Account which 
they draw out for him. One magnifies ingeni- 
_ ouſly the Objects, or diminiſhes them, according 
26 one finds it for his advantage. An Intendant of 
the Revenue, who hath the Direion there, may 
have a ſecret Intelligence alſo with the Farmers, 
to divide the Cake together, to the prejudice of 
your Majeſty. In order to hinder this Abuſe, it 
is good to put into the Company a Man, upon 
whom one can depend. This is an EvangeliFe 
which one gives to them, juſt as we do to the 
Counſellors who report a Proceſs. They muſt 
certainly ereaZ mpright after that - And di- 
ſtruſt, in which they are at this new Comer, in- 

wires them with Sentiments of Honeſty, whether 
they will or no. 

As it 1s impoſſible that a' Comprroller General 
fhould have of himſelf all the Advices that can 
bring in money, he muſt get himſelf a good Cre- 
dit with thoſe who may furniſh him with them. 
All ſuch as have furniſhed me with any Me- 
moirs, as were advantageous to your Majeſty, 
I have recompenced them withouk reſpeC(t of Per- 
fons. Itis the way to ſharpen their Wits z and 
there needs no more after that, than to ſee what 
there is that is good or bad in the Advices that 
they give him. The way to ruine the Aﬀairs of 
Your Majeſty, would be to diſcontent theſe. 
For I would fain know, what a Miniſter would do, 
If it relied upon him alone to divine every thing 
which muſt be done in a State. He is im- 


baraſſed enough otherwiſe to re@ific the Me- 
moirs 3 
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moirs; and he hath not always time to ſleep in 
niet, 

» There are ſometimes ungrateful Bargains, and 
ſuch as wherein a Company loſes conſiderably, 
whatever the retnittance is that one hath made 
them. For Example, if one gives them Commo- 
dities, which they cannot have the utterance of, 
it is all the ſameas if one had given them nothing. 
Inſuch an occaſion as this, it belongs to the Mi- 
niſter todo them Juſtice. For if he intends that 
your Majeſty ſhall never want money, it is fit 
that he be 'the ProteCtor of the Jen of Buſmeſs, 
and not the Perſecutor. It is ft, if he intends 
that the Companies 'ſhall find wherewithal to 
make their Advances, that the Publick be fatis- 
fied that Matters are all well with them. For if 
the Publick be left zo be once prepoſleſſed to the 
contrary, every one will ſhut up his Parſe, and 
take care how he gives away one penny to perſons 
who he believes are upon the point to be rnined. 

Since I have been in the Poſt, to which Your 
Majeſty hath had the Goodneſs to: advance me, 1 
have been a Wirneſs of a Conjunure of this Na- 
ture, and I remedied it preſently. In 1670. if;l 
remember my ſelf aright,All Purſes were ſhut op in 
an inſtant : And the Farmers coming to mt to tell 
me-2t the ſame time that their Credit was loſt, be- 
cauſe they were believed to-be engaged in il] Bar- 
gains, 1 d1d two things which I then thought 200d 
of for the purpoſe. 1 appointed Perfons to examine 
into the Loſſes, which they might ſaffer ; with 
a Promiſe, that afſoon as | ſhould be informed of 
that, I would give them ſatisfaftion. And I ſent 
for the Principal 'Bazkers to come to me ; to whor? 
I diſtributed Three Millions; after 1 had had #c- 
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it the Confent of your Majeſty. They laid the 
money out at the ſame time in Trade: And thoſe 
who did not underſtand from whence it came, 


being perſuaded that they would not hazard it, if 


they did not know it to be very ſafe, followed 
their Example; fo that All Purſes were open in 
one inſtant again. 

When there comes a barren Year, and eſpeci- 
ally in Wine, one 1s {till ſubjeCt to the ſame In- 
convenience. Becauſe the Farmers of the Aids 
would be ruined, if one did not make them an 
abatement in proportion to their loſs. Now as 
their Fortunes ſtand but on an ill bottam, till 
your Mijeſty hath explained Your Self, every 
.one locks up his Money ; ſo that the Banks are all 
ſhut at a blow. The Unader-Farmers, in like 
manner, pay nothing : Becauſe they hope for an 
Abatement z and they think it abſolutely for 
their Intereſt to have it to be believed, that they 
are not able to pay. So there often lies a great 
deal of money in their hands ; which one cannot 
get from them, although one. ſends a Garriſon 
amongſt them, and throws them even into 
Priſon. To hinder all this, which in certain 
times would be capable of doing a great preju- 
dice tothe. Aﬀairs of your Majeſty, it is fit that 
the Miniſter _— himſelf, and that he ap- 


points Commiſſioners to report to him exaQly - 


the ſtate of all things. But he muſt take good 
heed, that he does not chuſe them out of the Far- 
mers General : Becauſe that this would be.to re- 
mir the Intereſts of your Majeſty into the hands 
of ſuſpicions Perſons. There are many , who 
under w2!trpoſed names have a ſhare in the Under- 
Farms : 50 that thoſe would not fail ro magntfie 
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things, in relation to ſuch as they ſhould be inte- 
reſted in 3 and as for what concerns others, they 
would not put themſelves in pain for whatever 
tnight happen tothem. 

Your Majeſty ought to forbear as much as you 
can, and as much as the Good of your Aﬀeairs 
, will permit you, to i-zpoſe New Taxes, However 

' there is One, which hath not been impoſed yet 3. 
and yer 1 find that it isjuſt, and ſo far trom doing 
hurt, that it will but do good. All France is 
disfigured of late time : And'Luxury and Vanity 
reign ſo amongſt all People, that it is impoſſible 
to diſtinguiſh a Gentleman from. one that is. none; 
or the Bourgeois from the Magiſtrate; or thoſe of 
the Lees of the People from a good Bourgeors. 
The Women, above all, have forgot themſelves 
ſo much, that they carry a ſtate altogether above 


their Condition. In the mean time their Fami-. 


lies ſuffer for it: And it is an Abuſe , whict 
your Majeſty is obliged to redreſs ; to the intent, 
not only to ſettle the difference that there ought 
to be betwixt Ranks; but alſo to render them 
the leſs -miſerable. Now to pretend to ſtop it 
by a ſimple Ordinance, the remedy that way is 
very uncertain z becauſe, as we' ſee daily , 
thoſe Ordinances hold but for a time, and very 
often beſides one caſts a ſlur upon them at their 
Birth. It is therefore a more ſure Method, to 
lay a Tax upon thoſe who ſhall take a liberty to 
go beyond their Condition : And Your Majeſty 
may by a Law ordain, who ſhall be they, who 
ſhall bave a Right to wear Go/4 and Sw#ver, and 
they that ſhall wear Sik, and fo of all the 
reſt: And that thoſe, ' who ought not to wear 
them, and yet will not forbear to do fo, ſhall 


pay 


350 The Political Laft Teſtament 


pay ſo much for Gold and for Silver : So much 
for Silks ; And ſo of the other things forbidden. 
Now this Tax either will make every - one recol- 
lect themſelves; or it will produce to Your Ma- 
jeity a large Revenue. For if you put ouly a 
Crown or two for Gold and for Silver, as much 
for Silks, as much for. Lace, and ſo of the reſt; 
How many Perſons, who could not otherways 
wear them by the Law, will chuſe to pay the 
money rather than not to be as others? In the 
mean time this Tax will make no- body cry out : 
becauſe it will be voluntary, and it will be only 
long of themſelves that they pay it. 


CHAP. XV. 


Of Tradeſmen and Commerce. 


Here is nothing, which- is more neceflary in 
a State , than Trade, It is this which 
makes it flouriſh ; and to ſee it with the glance of 
at Eye , one need-only obſerve the difference 
that there is betwixt a Town which is ſituated 
upona good River, and one which is upon the 
open Land. The one is rich. and apulent, the 
other is poor and miſerable. Thoſe that are fi- 
tuated upon the Sea-Coalt , have ſtill an Advan- 
tage which the others have not.. The reaſon is ; 
becauſe all things abound' there much more, than 
in thoſe that are upon the bank of a 'Riyer, or 


elſewhere: And for a little that a Man _;_d 0 
1ts 
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ſhift withal, it is impoſlible but he may ſubſiſt 


"there conveniently. 


Now if Trade, as there can be no doubt tnade 
of it, brings ſuch great Advantages with it, This 
ought to be an incitetnent to your Majeſty to cauſe 
it to flouriſh. Many perſons have blamed me, 
and they do blame me ſtill daily, for having per- 
ſwaded you to eſtabliſh rhe Manxwfattures: And 
the defire which they would have to draw others 
into their Sentiment, is an occaſion that they de- 
ſpiſe them aloud z asf there was nothing done in 
them, which comes near to that that we receive 
from Strangers. But it 1s eaſie to. let them ſee, 
how much they deceive;themſclves : And if I muſt 
agree with them, that in the Beginning it hath 
been difficult to bring things to that Perfte&ion 
as one would have wiſhed, they muſt alſo agree 
intheir turn with me, that fince that time we 
have outdone others. For the proof of this, I 
will only inſtance in the Glaſs which is made at 
Paris, We never have had Glaſſes come to us 
from Yenice of the largeneſs of thoſe, which ore 
ſees in the Fauxbourgh S, Anthoine, The Ambaſ- 
ſador of that Kepwblick, was ſo ſurprized art it, 
that he had never given Credit to it, if he had nor 
ſeen it. And although he hath ſent word of it 
into his own Country, thereare thoſe incredulous 
People there ſtill, as will maintain that it is ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible. It is true, Our Glaſs hath 
not as yet the Life and the Brant of that, which 
comes-from thence. But beſides that it is eaſie 
to refine it, the difference which is ſeen as to that, 
does not deſerve that we ſhould tranſport thither 
two or three Millions every Year ; as we muſt do 
as well for Looking-glafles, as for Glaſles for 
Coaches. 1 ould 
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I ſhould be glad that theyſtold me alſo, what 
they find to blame. in the Tapeſtry of Beanvois, 
and in thoſe of Gobelings; And whether Your 
Majeſty ought to ſaffer, I do not know how 
mnch money 'to paſs into Flanders, to buy thoſe 
which are made in that Conntry. If that abuſe 
hadinot reigned till now, it had'been tong 2goe, 
that had you been the Maſter of thoſe fine Provinces. 
Becauſe it is 'certlin, that it is with the money 
of France that they have maintained *the War. 
They have drawn ont of that ManufaQture, which 
they follow in three ſeveral places, many Mit. 
lions: And if Your Majeſty takes from them 
beſides the Succour, which they derive from Hair 
and from Late, they will” foon fall into an ex- 
trenie Poverty. ' It is'for Yon therefore to im- 

eſo hard a Tax Here, that: there ſhall be no 

aſte made to fend for chem. One may forbear 
very well the Tapeſtries, the' Lace, and the Hair 
of Flanders : And your Kingdomis large enongh, 
and filled with People who are ingenious enough 
fo furniſh to all theſe things. ' But it is neceſſary 
that your Majeſty in the firſt place abſtainsto have - 
of them. Becanſe you are the:-Model upon- which 
your People govern themſelves. - So that pro- 
vided that they are limited,they will not examine, 
whether tliey are made well or ill. | 

It is the ſame thing with our Cloths,” and our 
other Manufa@ures. One muſt ſettle with great 
Care every thin?, which may hinder that ouc 
Money does not go ont of the Kingdom: If they 
complain at the firſt that one ſucceeds 1ll, one 
ought not for that to be diſcouraged. An Ap- 
prentice does not make a Maſter all at a. FH : but 
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grows to be a Smith, One knows that all Begin- 
nings are difficult: And it is Time alone which 
brings all things to Perfection. The Water it 
ſelf is leſs pure in-its Source than in its Current : 
Wherefore we muſt have patience : And it is the. 

only means to come to the end of All. Et 
I know very well; that to oppoſe my Opinion 
they objeC this ; that if we put our ſelves upon 
ſuch a foot, as to fall off from Srrarngers, they 
will do the ſame with us; and that therefore it 
is more expedient to leave things upon that upon 
which they were, and which they have been upon 
always. But to ſpeak in this manner, One muſt 
be a little inſtruCted, that we ſtand in no ſuch need 
of any, as our Neighbours ſtand in need of us. 
This Kingdom hath every thing generally within 
ic ſelf; a very little Matter excepted. But it is 
not fo with the States, which conſine upon it. 
They have neicher that Wine, nor Corn, .nor- 
Salt, nor Hemp, nor Spirits : And they muſt of 
abſolute neceſlicy have their recourſe to us, to 
get them. It would be therefore to make very 
ill uſe of the Good, which God bath done to us; 
if we gave it away far things which we can eaſily 
go withoin, If Strangers muſt have of our Money, 
it ought not to be, but for what grows not with- 
in the Kingdom : Such as the Spices are; 
which one muſt either go to ſeek a great 
way off, or take them of the Hollanders, For 
all the reſt, it is fit that one forbears them : And 
that Luxury ſhauld not charm us ſo mach, as to 
make us to practiſe a Fault which is fo prejudicial 
td the State, | E 
The Rigour that they obſerve in the moſt 
part of the great Towns of your Kipgdom, for the 
A'4 recelving 
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receiving of a Tradeſmas, is an Abuſe which Your 
Majeſty hath an Intereſt to' corre: Becauſe it 
hinders, that very many Perſons do not apply 
themſtlves to Trade wherein they would ſuc- 
ceed better very often, than thoſe who do. What 
neceſlity is there that a Man (ſhould ſerve an Ap- 
prenticeſhip ? It canhot be good at the moſt, but 
for Hanaicraftsmen; to the end that they may not 
undertake a Craft, which they do not underftand. 
But for others, why ſhould they be made ro loſe 
their time ? And why alſo ſhould it be hindred, 
that Perſons who have ſometimes learnt more in 
Foreign Countries, than it is reqvired of them 
to {et up with, ſhould not however do it, becauſe 
they want a Brevet of their Apprenticeſhip? Is it 
juſt, if they have the Induſtry to get their Lis 
vings, that they ſhould hinder them from it, 
in the Natne of your Majeſty ? [nz Your Name, 
who are the Common Father of your Subjects, and 
who are obliged to take them into your Pro- 
tection? 

[ ſhould think therefore, that if you ſhould 
make.an Ordinance, by which you ſhould ſuppreſs 
all the Rules that haye been eſtabliſhed hitherto 
upon that account , you would not do amils. 
You wovld find even your own Account in it, if 
you pleaſed to reduce it for the time ro come to 
the Taking out of Lerrers from you; for which 
one ſhould. pay to You a Moderate Summ. Be- 
cauſe the Number of thoſe, who would preſent 
themſelves to'take them, would make an Amends 
for your letting of them have them cheap. - Your 
People beſides would have an obligation to 
you far it... Becauſe that, which they ſhould 
pay, would - be: a far leſs burden to them, _ 
wanacr 
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what they muſt do now, before they can keep a 
Shop. 
T he Stationer's Trade in the Country ſtands in 
need eſpecially of your Majeſty to appoint it ſore 
other Laws. Becauſe it is ſubject to the Inqui- 
ſition of the Srationers of Paris; who by the means 
of the Privileges, which they obtain out of the 
Chancery, hold all the others of the Kingdom in 
ſuch a dependence, that they mult either ſtarve, 
or run the hazard of undoing themſelyes. If 
Your Majeſty pleaſes to take Compaſſion of them, 
you muſt reſtrain thoſe Privileges to the ſole Ci- 
ty of Pars ; and that it may be allowed to tlie 
others,.'to follow their methods. Paris of it 
felf alone is worth more than the reſt of . the 
Kingdom : and it is not juſt, that above two 
thouſand Families ſhould periſh for a ſmall num- 
ber of the Stationers there. 
The Comncil is but full of Inſtances which are 
fartned in the like caſe : and your Kingdom hath 
intereſt in ir, that your Majeſty pronounces 
in the favour of the Oppreſled. For the Books 
which one hath from Paris are ſo dear, that the 
Poor cannot come up to them. And yet a Par- 
ſon who hath but a hundred Crowns Revennse, 
hath a neceſſity of Inſtruction, as well as He 
who bath two thouſand. One muft therefore 
furniſh him with the means to do hisduty :' which 
he cannot attain to, ſo long as one holds his Neck 
under ones foot. | 
One ſingle thing there 1s. ,which may detain 
you from the m#king of ſo jnſt and fo'profitable a 
regulation, Your Majeſty may have ſome rea- 
ſons to cut off one Pert of the Stztioners. "The 
Pamphlets, which run abour of late, make” ic ta 
Aa 2 be 
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be thought, that their Profeſſion is rather dange- 
rons, than of advantage to the State. When 
there ſhall be fewer, one ſhall know better, from 
whence the diſorder comes. So that it is perhaps 
neceſſary to reduce them fo low, that they 'ſhall 
be obliged of themſelves to take to another life, 
, Indeed, ' there is no need of ſo great a number 
of them : and Knowledge and the Belles Lettres 
will be very well able to flouriſh without that. 
But -if the intention of your Majeſty is for this, 
yon muſt at leaſt do that which is done in Spaiz. 
The Books muſt not be ſold but at a certain 
Price : and it muſt not be permitted to him, who 
Prints them, -to impoſe one upon them, which 
may diſtaſte thoſe, who ſhall have an occaſion 
for them. | 


CH AP. XVL 


Of the Husbandmen, and Agriculture. 


Ha being the greateſt Riches of the 
State, it is for Your Majeſty to contribute 
not only with all your Power to maintain it,. but 
alio to render it more Abundant. In many Pla- 
ces of your Kingdom, a great deal of Land lies 
untilled through the miſery of the People ; Who 
have neither Cattle to manure it, nor any -other 
means as they ſhould have, in orcer to improve 
it. To provide againſt ſo neceſſary a thing as 
| | | this, 
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this, it is convenient that Your Majeſty diminiſhes 
the Taxes, waoſe weight oppreſles them : And 
that you lend them;ſome money to get themſelves 
Cows and Sheep. Five or Six Millions, ſpread 
about in your Provinces, would make them 
flouriſh : And Your Majeſty will be the firſt to 
feel it; Becauſe as ſoon as they ſhall be Fatten'd 
again, they will be more in a Condition to give 
You Succour. | 

One,of the moſt eſlential Cauſes of the Sterility 
of the Earth, comes ſo very much fram the. Po- 
verty of thoſe who Labour it, that we ſee that 
the ſame Grounds, and which have the ſame Soil, 
bring more or leſs, according as they are well or 
11} ploughed, or as they are more or leſs manured. 
So that ſtill it is not enough, that Your Majeſty 
gives them wherewithal to get Cattel, if there 
wants Horſe amongſt the Fusbandmen. I call 
that a want, when they have but ſuch poor Ones, 
as are ſcarce able to ſcrarch the Earth. One muſt 
ſink pretty deep into it, at leaſt in a great many 
places, if one would have it to be fruitful. So 
Your Majeſty is to ſpread about your Money here 
again, upon ſo preſling an Occaſion : And yon 
are ſo much the more obliged to ir, as you will 
find however another Advantage by it. Which 
is; that let you but give them Mares of a good 
Growth, and thoſe will caſt Colts, which ſhall 
ſerve to Mount your Cavalry : and fo there will 
be no neceſſity of going into Switzerland, and in- 
to Germany, tor that matter. 

But it is fit, that the Perſons who ſhall have 
the Srallions, do take more care than they have 
done of them hitherto, For which realon, my 
opinion ſhould be, to take them away from thoſe 
who 
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who now have them, and not to give them but 
to Gentlemen, Theſe know the beſt of any, how 
it is fit to govern them. It is much more their 
buſineſs, than it is theirs, who have them at pre- 
ſent in their hands. In the mean time, the Summ 
which your Majeſty hath thought good hitherto 
that one ſhould employ ypon this Charge, is not 
enough to put things into a- good State. Four- 
ſcore and four Stallions, as there are but thoſe 
1n all the Kingdom, are for only two or three 
Provinces: and yet there are others, which are 
alſo proper for Breeding. 


